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A 


VOYAGE or DISCOVERY 


TO-THE 


NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN, 


AND 
ROUND THE WORLD: 


IN WHICH THE COAST OF NORTH-WEST AMERICA HAS BEEN CAREFULLY 
EXAMINED AND ACCURATELY SURVEYED. 


Undertaken by HIS MAFESTY’s Command, 


PRINCIPALLY WITH A VIEW TO ASCERTAIN THE EXISTENCE OF ANY 


NAVIGABLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE 


North Pacific and North Atlantic Oceans; 


AND PERFORMED IN THE YEARS 


1790, 1791, 1792, 1793; 1794, and 1795, 
IN THE 


DISCOVERY Stoop of War, AND ARMED TENDER CHATHAM 


UNDER THE COMMAND OF 


CAPTAIN GEORGE VANCOUVER. 
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STIR, 


YOUR Magzsty having been  gracioufly 
pleafed to permit my late brother Caprain Grorce 
Vancouver, to prefent to YouR Majesty the 
Narrative of his labours during the execution of 
your commands in the Pacific Ocean, I pre- 
fume to hope, that, fince it has _ pleafed 
the Divine Providence to withdraw him from 
Your MajJeEsty’s fervice, and from the fociety 
of his friends, before he could avail himfelf of 


that condefcenfion, Your MAjersty will, with 
the 


DEDICATION. 


the fame benignity, vouchfafe to accept it from 
my hands, in difcharge of the melancholy duty 
which has devolved upon me by that unfortu- 
nate event. 

I cannot-but indulge the hope that the follow- 
ing pages will prove to YouR Majesty, that 
CapTrAIN VANCOUVER was not undeferving the ho- 
nour of the truft repofed in him; and that he has 
fulfilled the object of his commiffion from Your 
MAJESTY with diligence and fidelity. 

Under the aufpices of Your Mayjegsty, the 
late indefatigable Carrain Coox had already fhewn 
that. a fouthern continent did not exift, and 
had afcertained’ the important fact of the near 
approximation of the northern fhores of Afia 
to thofe of America. To thofe great difcoveries 
the exertions of Caprain Vancouver will, I 
truft, be found to have added the complete cer- 
tainty, that, within the limits of his refearches on 
the continental fhore of North-Weft America, 

NO 


DID CA Th lLO N, 


NO INTERNAL SEA, OR OTHER NAVIGABLE COMMUNICATION 
whatever exifts, uniting the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans. 


I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
With the moft profound refpeé, 
YOUR MAJESTY’s 
Mott faithful and devoted 


Subject and fervant, 


JOHN VANCOUVER. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


In contemplating the rapid progrefs of improvement in the {ciences, 
and the general diffufion of knowledge, fince the commencement of the 
eighteenth century, we are unavoidably led to obferve, with admiration, 


that active {pirit of difcovery, by means of which the remoteft regions 


of the earth have been explored ; a friendly communication opened 


with their inhabitants; and various commodities, of a moft valuable 
nature, contributing either to relieve their neceffities, or augment their 
comforts, introduced among the lefs-enlightened part of our fpecies. 
A mutual intercourfe has been alfo eftablifhed, in many inftances, on the 
folid bafis of a reciprocity of benefits ; and the produétive labour of the 
civilized world has found new markets for the difpofal of its manufac- 
tures. Nor has the balance of trade been wholly againft the people of 
the newly-difcovered countries; for, whilft fome have been enabled to 
fupply their vifitors with an abundance of food, and the moft valuable 
refref{hments, in exchange for iron, copper, ufeful implements, and ar- 
ticles of ornament ; the induftry of others has been ftimulated to pro- 
cure the fkins of animals, and other articles of a commercial nature ; 
which they have found to be eagerly fought for by the traders who 
now refort to their fhores from Europe, Afia, and the eaftern fide of 
North America. 

Vou. I. a The 
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The great naval powers of Europe, infpired with a defire not only 
of acquiring, but alfo of communicating, knowledge, had extended their 
refearches, in the 16th and 17th centuries, as far into the pacific ocean 
as their limited information of the geography of the earth, at that time, 
enabled them to penetrate. Some few attempts had alfo been made by 
this country towards the conclufion of each of thofe centuries ; but it 
was not until the year 1764 that Great-Britain, benefiting by the ex- 
perience of former enterprizes, laid the foundation for that vaft-accef- 
fion of geographical knowledge, which fhe has fince obtained by the 
perfevering fpirit of her fucceflive diftinguifhed circumnavigators. 

By the introduétion of nautical aftronomy into marine education, we | 
are taught to fail on the hypothenufe, inftead of traverfing two fides of 
a triangle, which was the ufage in earlier times; by this means, the 
circuitous courfe of all voyages from place to place is confiderably fhort- 
ened ; and it is now become evident, that fea officers of the moft common- 
rate abilities, who will take the trouble of making themfelves acquaint- 
ed with the principles of this ference, will, on all fuitable occafions, with 
proper and correé& inftruments, be enabled to acquire a knowledge of 
their fituation in the atlantic, indian, or pacific oceans, with a degree 
of accuracy fufficient to fteer on a meridional or diagonal line, to any 
known fpot ; provided it be fufficiently confpicuous to be vifible at any 
diftance from five to ten leagues. | 

This great improvement, by which the moft remote parts of the ter- 
reftrial globe are broyght fo eafily within our reach, would, neverthe- 
lefs, have been, comparatively, of little utility, had not thofe happy 
means been difcovered, for preferving the lives and health of the officers 
and feamen engaged in fuch diftant and perilous undertakings; which ~ 


were 


INTRODUCTION. lil 
were fo fuccefsfully pra€tifed by Captain Cook, the firft great difcoverer 
of this falutary fyftem, in all his latter voyages round the globe. But 
in none have the effects of his wife regulations, regimen, and difcipline, 
been more manifeft, than in the courfe of the expedition of which 
the following pages are defigned to treat. To an unremitting attention, 
not only to food, cleanlinefs, ventilation, and an early adminiftration of 
antifeptic provifions and medicines, but alfo to prevent, as much as 
poflible, the chance of indifpofition, by prohibiting individuals from 
carelefsly expofing themfelves to the influence of climate, or unhealthy 
indulgences in times of relaxation, and by relieving them from fatigue 
and the inclemency of the weather the moment the nature of their duty 
would permit them to retire; 1s to be afcribed the prefervation of the 
health and lives of fea-faring people on long voyages. Inftead of veffels 
returning from parts, by no means very remote, with the lofs of one 
half, and fometimes two thirds, of their crews, in confequence of {cor- 
butic, and other contagious diforders ; inftances are now not wanting of 
laborious fervices having been performed in the moft diftant regions, in 
which, after an abfence of more than three or four years, during which 
time the veffels had been fubjefted to all the viciffitudes of climate, from 
the fcorching heat of the torrid zone to the freezing blafts of the artic 
or antarctic circles, the crews have returned in perfect health, and con- 
fifting nearly of every individual they had carried out; whilft thofe who 
unfortunately had not furvived, either from accident or difeafe, did not 
exceed in number the mortality that might reafonably have been ex- 
petted, during the fame period of time, in the moft healthy fituations of 
this country. To thefe valuable improvements, Great-Britain is, at this 
time, in a great meafure indebted, for her prefent exalted ftation amongtt 
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the nations of the earth ; and it fhould feem, that the reign of George the 
Third had been referved, by the Great Difpofer of all things, for the 
glorious tafk of eftablifhing the grand key-ftone to that expanfive arch, 
over which the arts and f{ciences fhould pafs to the furthermoft corners of 
the earth, for the inftru€tion and happinefs of the moft lowly children of 
nature. Advantages fo highly beneficial to the untutored parts of the 
human race, and fo extremely important to that large proportion of the 
fubje€ts of this empire who are brought up to the fea fervice, deferve to 
be juftly appreciated; and it becomes of very little importance to the 
bulk of our fociety, whofe enlightened humanity teaches them to enter- 
tain a lively regard for the welfare and intereft of thofe who engage in 
fuch adventurous undertakings for the advancement of f{cience, or for 
the extenfion of commerce, what may be the animadverfions or farcafms 
of thofe few unenlightened minds that may peevifhly demand, “ what be- 
* neficial confequences, if any, have followed, or are likely to follow, to 
* the difcoverers, or to the difcovered, to the common interefts of hu- 
“ manity, or to the increafe of ufeful knowledge, from all our boafted 
* attempts to explore the diftant receffes of the globe?” The learned 
editor*, who has fo juftly anticipated this injudicious remark, has, in his 
very comprehenfive introduétion to Captain Cook’s laft Voyage, from 
whence the above quotation 1s extraéted, given to the public, not only 
a complete and fatisfa€tory anfwer to. that queftion, but has treated 
every other part of the fubje€t of Difcovery fo ably, as to render any 
further obfervations on former voyages of this defcription totally unne- 


ceflary, for the purpofe of bringing the reader acquainted with what 


* Dr. Douglas, now Bifhop of Salifbury; 


had 
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had been accomplifhed, previoufly to my being honored with His Majef- 


ty’s commands to follow up the labours of that illuftrious navigator 
Captain James Cook ; to whofe fteady, uniform, indefatigable, and un- 
diverted attention to the feveral obje&ts on which the fuccefs of his en- 
terprizes ultimately depended, the world is indebted for fuch eminent 
and important benefits. 

Thofe benefits did not long remain unnoticed by the commercial part 
of the Britifh nation. Remote and diftant voyages being now no longer 
objects of terror, enterprizes were projected, and carried into execution, 
for the purpofe of eftablifhing new and lucrative branches of commerce 
between North Weft America and China; and parts of the coaft of the: 
former that had not been minutely examined by Captain Cook, be- 
came now the general refort of the perfons thus engaged. 

Unprovided as thefe adventurers were with proper aftronomical and. 
nautical inftruments, and having their views direéted almoft intirely to: 
the objeét of their employers, they had neither the means, nor the lel- 
fure, that- were indifpenfably requifite for amafling any certain geogra- 
phical information. This became evident, from the accounts of their 
feveral voyages given to the public , in which, notwithftanding that 
they pofitively contradiéted each other, as well in geographical and nau- . 
tical fa@s as in thofe of a commercial nature, they yet agreed in fill- 
ing up the blanks in the charts of Captain Cook with extenfive iflands, 
and a coaft apparently much broken by numberlefs entets, which they 
had left almoft intirely unexplored. 

The charts accompanying the accounts of their voyages, reprefent- 
ing the North Weft coaft of America to be fo much broken by the 
waters of the. pacific, gave encouragement once more to hypothefes ; 


and 
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and the favorite opinion that had. flept fince the publication of Captain 
Cook’s laft voyage, of a north-eaftern communication between the 
waters of the pacific and atlantic oceans, was again roufed from its ftate 
of flumber, and brought forward with renovated vigour. Once more 
the archipelago of St. Lazarus was called forth into being, and its exif- 
tence almoft affumed, upon the authority of a Spanifh admiral named 
De Fonte, De Fonta, or De Fuentes ; and of a Mr. Nicholas Shapely, 
from Bofton in America, who was ftated to have penetrated through 
this archipelago, by failing through a mediterranean fea, on the coaft of 
North-Weft America, within a few leagues of the oceanic fhores of that 
archipelago; where he is faid to have met the Admiral. The ftraits faid 
to have been navigated by Juan De Fuca were alfo brought forward in 
fupport of this opinion; and, although the exiftence or extent of thefe 
difcoveries remained ftill to be proved by an authenticated furvey of the 
countries which had been thus flated:to have been feen and _pafled 
through, yet the enthufiafm of modern clofet philofophy, eager to revenge 
itfelf for the refutation of its former fallacious {peculations, ventured to 
accufe Captain Cook of « haftily explodmg” its fyf{tems; and, ranking 
him amongft the purfuers of peltry, dared even to drag him forward him- 
felf in fupport of its vifionary conjectures. 

With what reafon, or with what juftice, fuch animadverfions have 
been caft upon-one, who, unhappily for the world, does not furvive to ) 
enforce his own judicious opinions ; influenced as they were, by no pre- 
judice, nor biafled by any pre-conceived theory or hypothefis, but founded 
on the folid principles of experience, and of ocular demontftration ; 
it is not my province to decide: let it fuffice to fay, that the labours of 
that diftinguifhed charaéter will remain a monument of his pre-eminent 


abilities, 
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abilities, and difpaffionate inveftigation of the truth, as long as fcience 
fhall be refpected in the civilized world; or as long as fucceeding tra- 
vellers, who fhall unite a bearing teftimony to the profundity of his 
judgment, fhall continue to obtain credit with the public. 

Although the ardour of the prefent age, to difcover and delineate the 
true geography of the earth, had been rewarded with uncommon and 
unexpected fuccels, particularly by the perfevering exertions of this 
great man, yet all was not completed ; and though, fubfequent to his: 
laft vifit to the coaft of North-Weft America, no expedition had been 
projected by Government, for the purpofe of acquiring a more exaét 
knowledge of that extenfive and interefting country ; yet a voyage was 
planned by His Majefty for exploring fome of the Southern regions; and 
in the autumn of the year 1789, direétions were given for carrying it 
into effect. 

Captain Henry Roberts, of known and tried abilities, who had ferved 
under Captain Cook during his two laft voyages, and whofe attention to 
the fcientific part of his profeffion had afforded that great navigator 

~ frequent opportunities of naming him with much refpeét, was called 
upon to take charge of, and to command, the propofed expedition... 

At that period, I had juft returned from a ftation at Jamaica under the 
command of Commodore (now Vice-Admiral) Sir Alan Gardner, who 
mentioned me to Lord Chatham and the Board of Admiralty ; and I was 
folicited to accompany Captain Roberts as his fecond. In this propofal 
I acquiefced, and found myfelf very. pleafaatly fituated,.in being thus 
connected with a fellow-traveller for whofe abilities I bore the greateft 
refpet, and in whofe friendfhip.and good opinion I was proud to pof- 

fefs. 
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fefs a place. And as we had failed together with Captain Cook on his 


voyage towards the fouth pole, and as both had afterwards accompanied 
him with Captain Clerke in the Difcovery during his laft voyage, I had 
no doubt that we were engaged in an expedition, which would prove 
no lefs interefting to my friend than agreeable to my withes. 

A fhip, proper for the fervice under contemplation, was ordered to 
be provided. In the yard of Meflrs. Randall and Brent, on the banks 
of the Thames, a veflel of 340 tons burthen was nearly finifhed ; and as 
fhe would demand but few alterations to make her in every refpe€t fit 
for the purpofe, fhe was purchafed; and, on her being launched, was 
named the Difcovery. 

The firft day of the year 1790 the Difcovery was commiffioned by 
Captain Roberts; fome of the other officers were alfo appointed, and 
the fhip was conduted to His Majefty’s dock-yard at Deptford, where 
fhe was put into.a flate of equipment; which was ordered to be ex- 
ecuted, with all the difpatch that the nature of the fervice required. 

For fome time previous to this period the Spaniards, roufed by the 
fuccefsful efforts of the Britifh nation, to obtain a more extended 
knowledge of the earth, had awoke, as it were, from a ftate of lethargy, 
and had not only ventured to vifit fome of the newly-difcovered iflands 
in the tropical regions of the pacific ocean, but had alfo, in the 
year 1775, .with a f{pirit fomewhat analogous to that which prompted 
their firft difcovery of America,’ extended their refearches to the 
northward, along the coaft of North-Welt America. But this under- 
taking did not feem to have reached beyond the acquirement of a very 
fuperficial knowledge of the fhores; and though thefe were found to be 
extremely. broken, and divided by the waters of the pacific, yet it does 


2 not 
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not appear that any meafures were purfued by them for -afcertaining the 
extent, to which thofe waters penetrated into the mterior of the Ameri- 
can continent. 

This apparent indifference in exploring new countries, ought not, how- 
ever, to be attributed to a deficiency in fkill, or to a want of fpirit for 
enterprize, in the commander * of that expedition; becaufe there is 
great reafon to believe, that the extreme caution which has fo long and 
fo rigidly governed the court of Madrid, to prevent, as much as poffible, 
not only their American, but likewife their Indian, eftablifhments from 
being vifited by any Europeans, (unlefs they were fubjetts of the crown 
of Spain, and liable to a military tribunal) had greatly confpired, with 
other confiderations of a political nature, to reprefs that defire of adding 
to the fund of geographical knowledge, which has fo eminently diftin- 
guifhed this country. And hence it is not extraordinary, that the dif- 
covery of a north-weftern navigable communication between the.atlantic 
and pacific oceans, fhould not have been confidered as an obje& much 
to be defired by the Spanifh court. : Since that expedition, however, 
the Spaniards feem to have confidered their former national character 
as in fome meafure at ftake; and they have certainly become more 
acquainted than they were with the extenfive countries immediately ad- 
joining to their immenfe empire in the new world; yet the meafures that 
they adopted, in order to obtain that information, were executed in fo 
defective a manner, that all the important queftions to geography {till 
remained undecided, and in the. fame {tate of uncertainty. 

Towards the end of april, the Difcovery was, in moft refpeéts, in a 


condition to proceed down the river, when intelligence was received 


* Sen” Quadra. 
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that the Spaniards had committed depredations on different branches of 
the Britifh commerce on the coaft of North-Weft America, and that 
they had feized on the Enelifh veffels and factories in Nootka found. 
‘This intelligence gave rife to difputes between the courts of London and 
Madrid, which had the threatening appearance of being terminated by 
no other means than thofe of reprizal. In confequence of this an ar- 
mament took place, and the further pacific equipment of the Difcovery 
was fufpended ; her ftores. and provifions were returned to the refpective 
offices, and her officers and men were engaged in more attive fer- 
vice. On this occafion I refumed my profeffion under my highly- 
efteemed friend Sir Alan Gardner, then captain of the Courageux, where 
I remained until the 17th of the november following; when I was order- 
ed to repair to town for the purpofe of attending to the commands of 
the Board of Admiralty. 

The uncommon celerity, and unparalleled difpatch, which attended the 
equipment of one of the nobleft fleets that Great-Britain ever faw, had 
probably its due influence upon the court of Madrid, for, mm the Spa- 
nifh convention, which was confequent on that armament, reftitution 
was offered to this country for the captures and aggreflions made by the 
fubjeéts of His Catholic Majefty; together with an acknowledgment 
of an equal right with Spain to the exercife and profecution of all 
commercial undertakings in thofe feas, reputed before to belong only 
to the Spanifh crown. ‘The extenfive branches of the fifheries, and 
the fur trade to China, being confidered as objetts of very material im- 
portance to this country, it was deemed expedient, that an officer fhould 
be fent to Nootka to receive back, in form, a reftitution of the territo- 
ries on which the Spaniards had feized, and alfo to make an accurate 
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furvey of the coaft, from the goth degree of north latitude north-weft- 
ward toward Cook’s river ; and further, to obtain every pollible informa- 
tion that could be colleéted refpeéting the natural and political ftate of 
that country. 

The outline-of this intended expedition was communicated to me, 
and I had the honor of being appointed to the command of it. At this 
juncture it appeared to be of importance, that all poffible exertion fhould 
be made in its equipment; and as the Difcovery, which had been fe- 
lected on the former occafion, was now rigged, fome of her ftores pro- 
vided, and fhe herfelf confidered, in moft refpetts, as a veflel well cal- 
culated for the voyage under contemplation, {he was accordingly dire¢t- 
ed to be got ready for that fervice; and the Chatham armed tender, 
of 135 tons burthen, built at Dover, having been deftined to accompa- 
ny the Difcovery in the voyage which had been abandoned, fhe was 
ordered to be equipped to attend on the voyage now to be undertaken, 
and was fent to Woolwich to receive fuch neceflary repairs and altera- 
tions as were deemed requifite for the occafion. 

The Difcovery was copper-faftened, fheathed with Ris and cop- 
pered over; the Chatham only fheathed with copper. The former 
mounted ten four-pounders, and ten fwivels; the latter, four three- 
pounders and fix fwivels. The following lift will exhibit the eftablifh- 


ment of the officers and men in the two veffels, 
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An account of the number of officers and men on board the Ditcowery 
{loop of war, in december, 1790. 


OFFICERS. NO. NAMES. 
Captain, 1 George Vancouver. 
Seer Pu Mudge, 


Lieutenants “ Peter Puget, 


Jofeph Baker. 
Jofeph Whidbey. 


x) 


Matter = - 
Boatfwain . 
Carpenter - 
Gunner = 
Surgeon - 
Midfhipmen - 
Mafter’s mates - 
Boatf{wain’s mates 
Carpenter’s mates 
Gunner’s mates 
Surgeon’s mates 
Carpenter's crew 
Mafter at arms - 
Corporal a 
Sail-maker “ 
Sail-maker’s mate 
Armourer = 
Cookin si - 
Cook’s mate = 
Clerk = - - 
Quartermafters - 
Able feamen - 


Serjeant - 
Corporal as 
Privates - . 
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Total 100 
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An account of the number of officers and men on board the Chatham 
armed tender, in december, 1790. 


OFFICERS. NO. NAMES. 
Commander ~ 1 Lieutenant W. R. Broughton. 
Lieutenant = 1 James Hanfon. 
Mafter. - - 1 James Johnftone. 
Boatf{wain = 1 . 
Carpenter - 1 
Gunner - - 1 
Surgeon - - 1 
Midfhipmen : 4 
Mafter’s mates = - 2 
Boat{wain’s mates 2 
Carpenter’s mates 2 
Gunner’s mates 2. 
Surgeon’s mate - 1 
Sail-maker - 1 
Armourer - 1 
Clerk - - 1 
Quartermafters - 4 
Able feamen - 10 
Per etl : 5 ‘ Marines, 
Privates - - 7 
Total 45 


I had 
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I had gréat reafon to be fatisfied with thefe arrangements ; the fecond 
and third lieutenants, and the mafter of the Difcovery, whom I had the 
honor of being allowed to name for this fervice, had all ferved fome 
years with me, under the command of Sir Alan Gardner, both at home, 
and in the Weft-Indies ; the other officers were men of known character, 
poffeffing good abilities, and excellent difpofitions, which their fubfe- 
quent conduét and zeal, exhibited on all occafions, fufhiciently demon- 
{trated. hs 

In the former equipment of the Difcovery, Captain Roberts and my- 
felf had undertaken to make all fuch aftronomical and nautical obferva- 
tions, as the circumflances occurring in the voyage might demand, 
This tafk now devolved upon me alone; but with the affiftance of Mr. 
Whidbey, I entertained little doubt of accomplifhing the propofed ob- 
ject, at leaft in an ufeful manner; for which purpofe we were fupplied 
by the Navy Board with fuch an affortment of inftruments as I confi- 
dered to be neceffary. 

It was with infinite fatisfation that I faw, amongft the officers and 
young gentlemen of the quarter-deck, fome who, ‘with little inftruétion, 
would foon be enabled to conftruét charts, take plans of bays and har- 
bours, draw landf{capes, and make faithful portraits of the feveral head- 
lands, coafts, and countries, which we might difcover ;_ thus, by the 
united efforts of our little community, the. whole of our proceedings, 
and the information we might obtain in the courfe of the voyage, would 
be rendered profitable to thofe who might fucceed us in traverfing the 
remote parts of the globe that we were deftined to explore, without 
the afliflance of profeffional perfons, as aftronomers or draftfmen. 
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Botany, however, was an object of fcientific inquiry with which no 
one of us was much acquainted; but as, in expeditions of a fimilar nature, 
the moft valuable opportunities had been afforded for adding to the ge- 
ral ftock of botanical information, Mr. Archibald Menzies, a furgeon 
in the royal navy, who had before vifited the pacific ocean in one of 
the veflels employed in the fur trade, was appointed for the fpecific pur- 
pofe of making fuch refearches; and had, doubtlefs, given fufficient 
proof of his abilities, to qualify him for the {tation it was intended he 
fhould fill. For the purpofe of preferving fuch new or uncommon plants 
as he might deem worthy of a place among{t His Majefty’s very valua- 
‘Ble colleétion of exotics at Kew, a glazed frame was ereéted on the af- 
ter part of the quarter-deck, for the reception of thofe he might have 
an opportunity of colleéting. | 

The Board of Admiralty, greatly attentive to our perfonal comforts, 
gave dire€tions that the Difcovery and Chatham fhould each be fup-' 
plied with all fuch articles as might be confidered im any way likely 
to become neceflary, during the execution of the long and arduous fer- 
vice in which we were about to engage. Our ftores, from the naval’ 
arfenals, were ordered to be feleéted of the very beft forts, and to be 
made with materials of the beft quality. In addition to the ordinary 
eftablifhment, we were fupplied with a large affortment of feines and 
other ufeful fifhine geer of various kinds. The provifions were 
furnifhed at the victualling-office with the greateft care, all of which 
proved to be excellent, and manifefted the judgment which had. been 
exercifed in the felection and preparation of the feveral articles. To 
thefe were added a large proportion of four-krout, portable foup, wheat 
inftead of the ufual fupply of oatmeal for breakfaft, the eflence of malt 
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and f{pruce, malt, hops, dried yeatt, flour, and feed muftard; which 
may all be confidered as articles of food. \'Thofe of a medicinal nature, 
with which we were amply fupplied, were Dr. James’s powders; vitri- 
oligelitir: the rob of lemons and oranges, in fuch quantities and pro- 
portions as the furgeon thought requifite ; together with*an augmen- 
tation to the ufual allowance, amounting to a hundred weight, of the 
beft peruvian bark. 

To render our vifits as acceptable as poffible to the inhabitants of the 
iflands ‘or continent in the pacific ocean, and to-eftablifh on a firm bafis 
a friendly intercourfe with the feveral tribes we might occafionally meet 
with, Lord Grenville dire&ted that a liberal aflortment of various Euro- 
pean commodities, both of a, ufeful and ornamental nature, fhould be 
fent on board from the Secretary of State’s office. From the Board of 
Ordnance the veffels were fupplied with every thing neceflary for our 
‘defence, and amoneft other articles were four well-contrived three pound 
field pieces, for the proteétion of our little encampment again{t any 
hoftile attempts of the native Indians, among{t whom we fhould necef- 
farily have frequent occafion to refide on fhore; and for the amufement 
and.entertainment of fuch as were peaceably and friendly difpofed to- 
wards us, we were furnifhed with a moft excellent aflortment of well- 
prepared fireworks. So that nothing feemed to have been forgotten, or 
omitted, that might render our equipment as complete, as the nature of 
the fervice we were about to execute could be confidered to demand. 
But as I have hitherto only pointed out in general terms the outline of 
the intended expedition ; the various objeéts it propofed to embrace, and 
the end it was expected to anfwer, will be more clearly perceived by 
the perufal of the inftru€tions under which I was to fail, and by which I 
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was to govern my conduét; which will enable the reader to form a 
judgment, how far His Majefty’s commands, during this voyage, have 


been properly carried into execution. 


« By the Commiflioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

« The Kinc having judged it expedient, that an expedition fhould 
be immediately undertaken for acquiring a more complete knowledge, 
than has yet been obtained, of the north-weft coaft of America; and, 
the {loop you command, together with the Chatham armed tender, (the 
Lieutenant commanding which, has been dire€ted to follow your orders) 
having been equipped for that fervice; you are, in purfuance of His 
Majefty’s pleafure, fignified to us by Lord Grenville, one of His princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, hereby required and dire&ted, to proceed, with- 
out lofs of time, with the faid floop and tender, to the Sandwich iflands 
in the north pacific ocean, where you are to remain during the next 
winter ; employing yourfelf very diligently in the examination and fur- 
vey of the faid iflands; and, as foon as the weather fhall be favorable, 
(which may be expeéted to be in february, or at lateft in march, 1792) 
you are to repair to the north-weft coaft of America, for the purpofe 
of acquiring a more complete knowledge of it, as above mentioned. 

“It having been agreed, by the late convention between His Majefty 
and the Catholic King, (a printed copy of which you will receive here- 
with) that the buildings and traéts of land, fituated on the north-weft 
coaft above mentioned, or on iflands adjacent thereto, of which the 
fubjeéts of His Britannic Majefty were difpofleffed about the month of 
april, 1789, by a Spanifh officer, fhall be reftored to the faid Britifh 
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fubjetts, the court of Spain has agreed to fend orders, for that purpofe, 
to its officers in that part of the world; but, as the particular fpecifi- 
cation of the parts to be reftored may ftill require:fome further time, it 
is intended that the King’s orders, for this purpofe, fhall be fent out to 
the Sandwich iflands, by a veflel to be employed to carry thither a fur- 
ther ftore of provifions for the floop and armed tender above mentioned, 
which it is meant fhall fail from this country in time to reach thofe 
iflands in the courfe of next winter. 

6 16) therefore, in confequence of the arrangement to be made with 
the court of Spain, it fhould hereafter be determined that you fhould 
proceed, in the firft inftance, to Nootka, or elfewhere, in order to re- 
ceive, from the Spanifh officers, fuch lands or buildings as are to be re- 
ftored to the Britith fubje&ts ; orders, to that effeét, will be fent out by 
the veffel above mentioned. But, if no fuch orders fhould be received 
by you previous to the end of january, 1792, you are not to wait for 
them at the Sandwich iflands, but to proceed, in fuch courfe as you 
may judge moft expedient for the examination of the coaft above men- 
tioned, comprized. between latitude 60° north and go® north. 

‘In which examination the principal objets which you are to keep: 
in view, are, 

“aft, The acquiring accurate information with refpect to the nature 
and extent of any water-communication which may tend, in any confi- 
derable degree, to facilitate an intercourfe, for the purpofes of com- 
merce, between the north-weft coaft, and the country upon the oppofite 
fide of the continent, which are inhabited or occupied by His Majefty’s 
fubjetts. 

“ odly, 
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« edly, The afcertaining, with as much precifion as poffible, then um- 
ber, extent, and fituation of any fettlements which have been made 
within the limits above mentioned, by any European nation, and the 
tirne when fuch fettlement was firft made. 

« With refpeét to the firft objeét, it would be of great importance if it 
fhould be found that, by means of any confiderable inlets of the fea, or 
even of large rivers, communicating with the lakes in the interior of 
dnee continent, fuch an intercourfe, as hath been already mentioned, 
could be eftablifhed ; it will therefore be neceffary, for the purpofe of 
afcertaining this point, that the furvey fhould be fo conduéted, as’not 
only to afcertain the general line of the fea coaft, but alfo the dire€tion 

and extent of all fuch confiderable inlets, whether made by arms of the 
i fea, or by the mouths of large rivers, as may be likely to lead to, or fa- 
cilitate, fuch communication as is above defcribed. 

“« This being the principal objeét of the examination, fo far as relates 
to that part of the fubjeét, it neceflarily follows, that a confiderable de- 
gree of aireeuOH muft be left, and is therefore left to you, as to the 
means of executing the fervice which His Majefty has in view; but, 
as far as any general inftruétions can here be given on the fubjeét, it 
feems defirable that, in order to avoid any unneceffary lofs of time, you 
fhould not, and are therefore hereby required and dire€ted not to pur- 
fue any inlet or river further than it fhall appear to be navigable by 
veffels of fuch burthen as might fafely navigate the pacific ocean: but, 
as the navigation of fuch inlets or rivers, to the extent here ftated, 
may poffibly require that you fhould proceed up them further than it 
might be fafe for the {loop you command to go, you are, in fuch cafe, 
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to take the command of the armed tender in perfon, at all fuch times, 
and in fuch fituations as you fhall judge it neceflary and expedient. _ 

« The particular courfe of the furvey muft depend on the different cir- 
cumftances which may arife in the execution of a fervice of this na- 
ture ; it is, however, proper that you fhould, and you are therefore here- 
by required and direéted to pay a particular attention to the examina- 
tion of the fuppofed ftraits of Juande Fuca, faid to be fituated be- 
tween 48° and 49° north latitude, and to lead to an opening through 
which the floop Wafhington is reported to have paffed in 1789, and 
to have come out again to the northward of Nootka. The difcovery of 
a near communication between any fuch fea or ftrait, and any river 
running into, or from the lake of the woods, would be particularly ufe- 
ful. 

« Tf you fhould fail of difcovering any fuch inlet, as is above menti- 
oned, to the fouthward of Cook’s river, there is the greateft probability 
that it will be found that the faid river rifes in fome of the lakes al- 
ready known to the Canadian traders, and to the fervants of the Hud- 
fon’s bay company ; which point it would, in that cafe, be material to 
afcertain; and you are, therefore, to endeavour to afcertain accordingly, 
with as much precifion as the circumftances exifting at the time may 
allow: but the difcovery of any fimilar communication more to the 
fouthward (fhould any fuch exift) would be much more advantageous 
for the purpofes of commerce, and fhould, therefore, be preferably at- 
tended to, and you are, therefore, to give it a preferable attention ac- 
cordingly. 

« With refpeét to the fecond. obje&t above mentioned, it is probable 
that more particular inftructions will be given you by the veffel to be 
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fent to the Sandwich iflands as aforefaid ; bie if not, you are to be par- 
ticularly careful in the execution of that, and every other part of the 
fervice with which you are entrufted, to avoid, with the utmoft caution, 
the giving any ground of jealoufy or complaint to the fubjeéts of His 
Catholic Majefty ; and, if you fhould fall in with any Spanifh fhips em- 
ployed on any fervice fimilar to that which is hereby committed to you, 
you are to afford to the officer commanding fuch fhips every poffible 
degree of affiftance and information, and to offer to him, that you, and 
he, fhould make to each other, reciprocally, a free and unreferved com- 
munication of all plans and charts of difcoveries made by you and 
him in your refpective voyages. 

“‘ If, in the courfe of any part of this fervice, you, or the officers or 
the people under your command, fhould meet with the fubjeéts or vef- 
fels of any other power or ftate, you and they are to treat them in the 
moft friendly manner, and to be careful not to do any thing which 
may give occafion to any interruption of that peace which now hap- 
pily fubfifts between His Majefty and all other powers. 

« The whole of the furvey above mentioned (if carried on with a view 
to the objeéts before ftated, without too minute and particular an exa- 
mination of the detail of the different parts of the coaft laid down by 
it) may, as it is underftood, probably be completed in the fummers of 
1792 and 17993; and, in the intermediate winter, it will be proper for 
you to repair, and you are hereby required and directed to repair ac- 
cordingly, to the Shtdwich iflands; and, during your ftay there, you 
are to endeavour to complete any part which may be unfinifhed of your 
examination of thofe iflands. 
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«‘ After the conclufion of your furvey in the fummer of 1709s you 
are, if the ftate and circumftances of the {loop and tender under your 
command will admit of it, to return to England by Cape Horn, (for 
which the feafon will then probably be favorable;) repairing to Spithead, ; 
where you are to remain until you receive further order; and fending 
to our fecretary an account of your arrival and proceedings. 

“It feems doubtful, at prefent, how far the time may admit of your 
making any particular examination of the weftern coaft of South Ame- 
rica; but, if it fhould be practicable, you are to begin fuch examination 
from the fouth point of the ifland of Chiloe, which is in about 44° fouth 
latitude ; and you are, in that cafe, to direét your attention to afcertain- 
ing what is the moft fouthern Spanifh fettlement on that coaft, and what 
harbours there are fouth of that fettlement. 

“In the execution of every part of this fervice, it is very material 
that you fhould ufe, and you are therefore hereby ftriétly charged to ufe 
every poflible care to avoid difputes with the natives of any of the parts 
where. you may touch, and to be particularly attentive to endeavour, 
by a judicious diftribution of the prefents, (which have been put on 
board the floop and tender under your command, by order of Lord 
Grenville) and by all other means, to conciliate their friendfhip and con- 


fidence. Given under our hands the 8th of March, 1791.” 


aa! 6: «“ Chatham. 
“ George Vancouver, Efq. « Rd. Hopkins. 
commander of His Majefty’s floop « Hood. 
the Difcovery, « J.T. Townfhend.” 


At Falmouth. 


By command of their Lordfhips. 
Ph. Stephens.” ADDL. 
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ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS, 
By the Commiffioners for executing the office of Lord High 


Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

« Lieutenant Hergeft, commanding the Dedalus tranfport, (by whom 
you will receive this) being direéted to put himfelf under your com- 
mand, and to follow your orders for his further proceedings; you are 
hereby required and dire¢ted, to take him, and the Sid tranfport, un- 
der your command accordingly ; receiving from her the provifions and. 
ftores intended for the ufe of the floop you command, and the Chatham 
armed tender, or fuch part thereof as the faid fhip and tender fhall be 
able to ftow. / 

« And whereas you will receive herewith a duplicate of a letter from 
Count Florida Blanea, to the Spanifh officer commanding at Nootka, 
(together with a tranflation thereof) fignifying His Catholic Majefty’s 
orders to caufe fuch officer as may be appointed on the part of His. 
Britannic Majefty, to be put in poffeffion of the bualdings, and difiridts, 
or parcels of lands therein defcribed, which were occupied by His Ma- 
jefy’s fubjeéts tn the- month of april, 1789, agreeable to the firft art 
cle of the late conventson, (a copy of which has been fent to you) and 
to deliver up any perfons in the fervice of Britifh fubjeéts who may 
have been detained in thofe parts; in cafe, therefore, you fhall receive 
this at Nootka, you are to deliver to the Spanifh officer, commanding 
at that port, the above-mentioned letter from Count Florida Blanca, 
and -to receive from him, conformably thereto, on the part of His 
Britannic Majefty, poffeffion of the buildings and diftrits, and parcels. 
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of land, of which His Majefty’s fubje€ts were poflefled at the above- 


mentioned period. 

« In cafe, however, this fhall not find you at Nootka, when Lieutenant 
Hergeft arrives there, but be delivered to you at the Sandwich iflands, 
or elfewhere, and the faid lieutenant fhall not have then carried into 
execution the fervice above mentioned, (which in the event of his not 
falling in with you he is dire€ted to do) you are immediately to proceed 
to Nootka, and to carry that fervice into execution as above dire€ted, 
taking the faid lieutenant and tranfport with you if you fhall judge it 
neceflary. But as they are intended afterwards to proceed to New South 
Wales, to be employed there, under the orders of Commodore Phillip, 
you are not to detain them at Nootka, the Sandwich iflands, or elfe- 
where, longer than may be abfolutely neceflary, but to dire&t Lieuten- 
ant Hergeft to repair with the faid tranfport to port Jackfon, with fuch 
live ftock, and other refrefhments, as may be likely to be of ufe in the 
fettlements there; and to touch at New Zealand in his way, from 
whence he is to ufe his beft endeavours to take with him one or two flax- 
dreffers, in order that the new fettlers at port Jackfon may, if poffible, 
be properly inftruéted in the management of that valuable plant. 

« Previous, however, to your difpatching him to port Jackfon, you. 
are to confider whether, in cafe of your not being able to take on board 
the whole of the tranfport’s cargo, any future fupply of the articles of 
which it is compofed, will be neceffary to enable you to continue your 
intended furvey; and, if fo, you are to be careful to fend notice there- 
of to Commodore Phillip, who will have direétions, on the receipt of 
your application, to re-difpatch the tranfport, or to fend fuch other vef- 
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fel to you with the remainder of thofe fupplies (as well as any others 
he may be able to furnifh) to fuch rendezvous as you fhall appoint. 

«¢ And whereas Mr. Dundas has tranf{mitted to us a {ketch of the coaft 
ef North America, extending from Nootka down to the latitude of 47° 
go”, including the inlet or gulph of Juan de Fuca; and as from the de- 
elarations which have lately been made, there appears to be the f{trongeft 
difpofition, on the part of the Spanifh court, that every affiftance and 
information fhould be given to. His Britannic Majefty’s officers employed. 
on that coaft, with a view to the enabling them to carry their orders 
into execution; we fend you the faid {ketch herewith, for your infor- 
mation and ufe, and do hereby require and dire& you, to do every 
thing in your power to cultivate a good underftanding with the officexzs 
and fubjeéts of His Catholic Majefty who may fallin your way, in order 
that you may reap the good effeéts of this difpofition of the Spanifh: 
court. 

«“ You are to take the utmoft care in your power, on. no account: 
whatever, to. touch at any port on the continent of America, to the 
fouthward of the latitude of 30° north, nor to the north of that part of 
South America, where, on your return home, you are direéted to com-. 
mence your intended furvey ; unlefs, from any. accident, you fhall find.: 
it abfolutely neceffary, for your immediate fafety, to take fhelter-there::. 
and, in cafe of fuch an event, to continue there no longer: than your 
neceffities require, in order that any complaint.on the part of Spain on 
this point may, if poffible, be prevented... 

* Tf, during your continuance on the American coaft, you fhould 
meet with any of the Chinefe who were employed by Mr. Meares and 
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his affociates, or any of His Majefty’s fubjeéts, who may have been in 
captivity, you are to receive them on board the floop you command, 
and to accommodate them in the beft manner you may be able, until 
fuch time as opportunities may be found of fending them to the diffe- 
rent places to which they may be defirous of being conveyed; viétu- 
alling them during their continuance on board, in the fame manner 
as the other perfons on board the faid floop are viétualled. 


* Given under our hands the goth of auguft, 1791.” 


«To « Chatham. 
“ George Vancouver, Efq. « J. T. Townfhend. 
commander of His Majefty’s floop | « A. Gardner.” 


the Difcovery. 
By command of their Lordfhips. 
| » Ph. Stephens.” | 
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Lerrer from Count Froripa Bianca. 
. i (Tranflated from the Spanifh. ) 

*©IN conformity to the firft article of the convention of 28th o€to- 
ber, 1790, between our court and that of London, (printed copies of 
which you will have already received, and of which another copy is 
here inclofed, in cafe the firft have not come to hand) you will give di- 
rections that His Britannic Majefty’s ofhcer, who will deliver this letter, 
fhall immediately be put into poffeffion of the buildings and diftriGs, or 
parcels of land, which were occupied by the fubjetts of that fovereign 
in april, 1789, as well in the port of Nootka, or of Saint Lawrence, as 
in the other, faid to be called port Cox, and to be fituated about fix- 
teen leagues diftant from the former to the fouthward; and that fuch 
parcels or diftri€ts of land, of which the Englifh fubjects were difpofleffed, 
be reftored to the faid officer, in cafe the Spaniards fhould not have given 
them up. 

* You will alfo give orders, that if any individual in the fervice of 
Britifh fubjeéts, whether a Chinefe, or of any other nation, fhould have 
been carried away and detained in thofe parts, fuch perfon fhall be im- 
mediately delivered up to the above-mentioned officer. 

“ T alfo communicate all this to the viceroy of New Spain by His 
Majefty’s command, and by the fame royal command I charge you 
with the moft punctual and precife execution of this order. 

“‘ May God preferve you many years. 


(Signed) “ The Count Florida Blanca.” 
“ Aranjuez, 12th may, 1791. 


«To the governor or commander 
- of the port at Saint Lawrence.” 


d 2 st By 


xX Vi INTRODUCTION. 


« By the Commiffioners for executing the, office of Lora 
High Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

“ IN addition to former orders, you are hereby ‘required and dire€t- 
ed, by all proper conveyances, to fend to our fecretary, for our infor- 
mation, accounts of your proceedings, and copies of the furveys and 
drawings you fhall have made ; and, upon your arrival in England, you 
are immediately to repair to this office, in order to lay before us a full 
account of your proceedings in the whole courfe of your voyage; ta- 
king care, before you leave the floop, to demand from the officers, and 
petty-officers, the log-books, journals, drawimgs, &c. they may have 
kept, and to feal them up for our. infpe€tion ; and enjoining them, and 
the whole crew, not to divulge where they have been until they fhall’ 
have permiffion fo to do: and you are to dire€t the lieutenant com- 
manding the Chatham armed tender to do the fame, with refpeé to 
the officers, petty-officers, and crew of that tender. 


“ Given under our hands the ioth of auguft, 1791.” 


“To ‘© Chatham. 
«“ George Vancouver, Efq. « J.T. Townfhend. 
POR ier of His Majelty’s Bee «© A. Gardner.” 
the Difcovery. 


By command of their Lordfhips. 
Ph, Stephens.” 
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Amongft other objets demanding my attention, whilft engaged in 
carrying thefe orders into execution, no opportunity was negleéted to 
-remove, as far as I was capable, all fuch errors as had crept into the 
{cience of navigation, and to eftablifh, in their place, fuch facts as 
would tend to facilitate the grand obje€t of finding the longitude at 
fea; which now feems to be brought nearly to a certainty, by pur- 
fuing the lunar method, affified by a good chronometer. On this, as 
well as fome other fubjects, it is highly probable, that great prolixity 
and repetition will be found in the following pages; it will, however, 
readily appear to the candid perufers of this voyage, that, as the pri- 
mary defign of the undertaking was to obtain ufeful knowledge, fo it 
became an indifpenfable duty, on my part, to ufe my utmoft exertions 
and abilities in doing juftice to the original intention ; by detailing the 
information that arofe in the execution of it, ina way calculated to 
infiruét, even though it fhould fail to entertain. And when the writer 
alleges, that from the age of thirteen, his whole life, to the commence- 
ment of this expedition, (fifteen months only excepted) has been de- 
voted to conftant employment in His Majefty’s naval fervice, he feels, 
and with all poffible humility, that he has fome claims to the indulgence 
of a generous public; who, under fuch circumftances, will not expeét 
to find elegance of diétion, purity of ftyle, or unexceptionable gram- 
matical accuracy: but will be fatished with “ a plain unvarnifhed” rela- 
tion, given with a rigid attention to the truth of fuch tranfactions and 
circumftances as appeared to be worthy of recording by a naval officer, 
whofe greateft pride is to deferve the appellation of being zealous in the 


fervice of his king and country. 
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Adverirfement from the Editor. 


A S a confiderable delay has neceflarily taken place in the publication of this 
work, in confequence of the deceafe of the late Captain Vancouver, it 
becomes of abfolute neceflity to give an accurate account of the ftate of the 
work at the period when his laft fatal indifpofition rendered him incapable of 
attending any more to bufinefs ; left the melancholy event which has retarded 
its completion fhould tend to affect its authenticity in the public opinion. 

The two firft volumes, excepting the introduction, and as far as page 288 of 
the third and laft volume, were printed; and Captain Vancouver had’ finifhed 
a laborious examination of the impreflion, and had compared it with the en- 
graved charts and headlands of his difcoveries, from the commencement of his 
furvey in the year 1791, to the conclufion of it at the port of Valparaifo, on 
his return to England in the year 1795. ‘ He had alfo prepared the introduc- 
tion, and a further part of the journal as far as page 408 of the laft volume. 
The whole, therefore, of the important part of the work, which comprehends 
his geographical difcoveries and improvements, is now prefented to the public, 
exactly as it would have been had Captain Vancouver been ftill living. The 
notes which he had made on his journey from the port of Valparaifo to his 
arrival at St. Jago de Chili, the capital of that kingdom, were unfortunately loft; 
and I am indebted to Captain Puget for having aflifted me with his obferva+ 
tions on that occafion. 

Ever fince Captain Vancouver’s laft return to England, his health had been 
in a very debilitated ftate, and his conftitution was evidently fo much impaired 
by the arduous fervices in which, from his earlieft youth, he had been conftant~ 
ly engaged*, that his friends dared to indulge but little hope that he would. 
‘continue many years amongft them. Notwith{tanding that it pleafed the Di- 
vine Providence to fpare his life until he had been able to revife and complete 
the account of the geographical part of his late Voyage of Difcovery, a cir 

* The late Captain Vancouver was appointed to the Refolution by Captain Cook in the autumn of 
the year 1771, and on his return from that voyage round the world, he undertook to affift in the out- 
‘fit and equipment of the Difcovery, deftined to accompany Captain Cook on his laft voyage to the 
North pole, which was concluded in oftober, 1780, On the gth of december following he was made 
a lieutenant into the Martin floop; in this veffel he continued until he was removed into the Fame, 
sone of Lord Rodney’s fleet in the Weft-Indies, where he remained until the middle of the year 1783, 
In the year 1784 he was appointed to, and {failed in the Europa to Jamaica, on which flation he con- 
tinued until her return to England in September 1789. On the sft of January, 1790, he was ap- 
pointed to the Difcovery, but foon afterwards was removed to the Courageux: here he remained until 
december, 17¢0, when he was made mafter and commander, and appointed to the Difcovery. In 
auguit, 1794, he was, without folicitation, promoted to the rank of poft captain, and was paid off on 
the conclufion of his laf{t voyage in november, 1795. After this period he was conftantly employed, 


until within a few weeks of his-deceafe, in may, 1798, in preparing the following journal for publi- 
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cumitance which muft ever be regarded as moft fortunate by all the friends of 
fcience, and efpecially by thofe profeffional perfons who may hereafter be likely 

to follow him, through the intricate labyrinth which he has fo minutely explored; 

yet it will ever bea confideration of much regret, that he did not furvive to per- 

fect the narrative of his labours. He had made many curious obfervations on the 

natural hiftory of the feveral countries he had vifited, and on the manners, cuf- 

toms, laws and religion, of the various people with whom he had met, or among{ft 

whom he had occafionally refided ; but had been induced to poftpone thefe mif- - 
cellaneous matters, left the regular diary of the voyage fhould be interrupted by 

the introduction of fuch defultory obfervations. Thefe he had intended to pre- 

fent in the form of a fupplementary or concluding chapter, but was prevented 

from fo doing by the unfortunate event of his illnefs. 

Moft of the papers, which contain thefe interefting particulars, are too con= 
cife and too unconnected for me to attempt any arrangement of them, or to 
fubmit them to: the reader without hazarding Captain Vancouver’s judgment as- 
an obferver, or his reputation as a narrator, rigidly devoted to the truth. But 
as fome of the notes, which he made upon the fpot, are of too valuable a nature: 
to be intirely loft, I fhall venture to fubjoin them to the Hiftory of the Voyage; 
as nearly as poffible in his own words, without attempting any fuch arrange- 
ment of them, as might tend to diminifh their authenticity, or bring into 
doubt that fcrupulous veracity from which Captain Vancouver never departed. 

The whole narrative of the Voyage of Difcovery having been brought to its 
conclufion at Valparaifo, by Captain Vancouver himfelf, there only remains for 
me to add, that in preparing for the prefs the fmall remainder of his journal, 
comprehending the paflage round Cape Horn to St. Helena, and from thence 
to England, I have ftrictly adhered to the rough documents before me; but as 
no new incidents occurred in this. part of the voyage, and as the infertion of: 
log-book minutes, over a fpace which is now fo frequently traverfed, cannot 
either be ufeful or entertaining, I have endeavoured to comprefs this portion of 
the journal into as few pages as poffible. 

In performing this painful tafk, I have had fevere and ample caufe to lament: 
the melancholy office to which I have been compelled, by the lofs of him. 
whofe early departure from this. life has.deprived His Majefty of an active and 
able officer, truth and fcience cf a fteady. fupporter, fociety of an uniformly 
valuable member, and in addition to the feelings.of. many who live to regret the. 
lofs of a fincere friend, I have to deplore that of a moft affeCtionate brother.. 


JOHN VANCOUVER. 
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Tranfactions from the commencement of the expedition, 
until our departure from Otaheite. 
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Equipment of the Discovery and the CuatHamM—Departure from 
Falmouth—Vifit and tranfattions at Teneriffe—Occurrences and ‘obferva- 


tions during the paffage to the Cape of Good Hope—Tran/fatiions there, 
and departure thence. 


1790. 
December. 


On the 15th of December, 1790, I had the honor of receiving my Wolket te 
commiffion as commander of His Majefty’s floop the Difcovery, then 
lying at Deptford, where, the next morning, I joined her, and began Thurfday 16, 
entering men. } 

Lieutenant William Robert Broughton having been feleéted as a proper 
officer to command the Chatham, he was ahha appointed; but the ay 
repairs fhe demanded prevented her equipment keeping pace with that of Tee. 
the Difcovery; which in moft refpeéts being completed by thurfday the Thurlday 6 
6th of january, 1791, the fails were bent, and the fhip got in readinefs to 
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proceed down the river. With a favorable wind on the following day we 
failed, and anchored in Long Reach about five inthe evening. Although 
this trial of the fhip may appear very infignificant, yet as fhe had never 
been under fail, it was not made without fome anxiety. The conftruétion 
of her upper works, for the fake of adding to the comfort of the accom- 
modations, differing materially from the general fafhion, produced an un- 
fightly appearance; and gave rife to various opinions unfavorable to her 
qualities as a fea-boat; for which reafon it was natural to pay the minuteft 
attention to her fteering, and other properties when in motion; and we 
obtained in the courfe of this fhort expedition, the pleafing profpeét of 
her proving handy, and in all other refpecis a very.comfortable veffel. 
Various neceflary occupations detained us in Long Reach until the 
26th, when, having taken on board all our ordnance ftores, and fuch 
things as were wanted from Deptford dock yard, we proceeded down the 
river on our way to Portfmouth. My orders for this purpofe were accom- 
panied by another, to receive on board and convey to his native country 
Towraro, an Indian, from one of the Sandwich Hlands, who had been 
brought from thence by fome of the north weft American traders in july 
4789. This man had lived, whilft in England, in great obfcurity, and 
did‘not feem in the leaft to have benefited by his refidence in this country. 
-’ Unfavorable winds prevented our reaching the Downs until the goth; 
where they ftill continued, and, being attended with very boifterous wea- 
ther, detained us until the gd of february ; when, with a {trong gale 
from the northward, we proceeded down channel. About noon we 
paffed the South Foreland, and had the misfortune to lofe John Brown, 
who fell overboard, and was drowned. He was one of the Carpenter’s 
mates, an exceedingly good man, and very much regretted. About noon 
on the 5th we anchored at Spithead, where Rear-Admiral Goodall’s flag 
was flying on board His Majefty’s fhip Vanguard, in company with 
twelve fail of the line, and feveral frigates. 

Some defeéts in the fhip’s head were already evident, as the bum- 
kins, and a confiderable part of the head were now wafhed away. 
Thefe repairs, with fuch other duties as were neceflary, I gave orders to 
have executed ; and my prefence being required in London, I repaired 

thither ; 
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thither; where I remained until the 27th, when I returned to Portfmouth, 
with orders to proceed to Falmouth. 

On former voyages of this defcription, it had been cuftomary to pay 
the officers and fhip’s company, the wages that had become due whilft they 
had been employed in the equipment of the veflels, which in general had 
occupied fix months or upwards ;. enabling them by fuch means more 
effeCtually to provide themfelves with thofe comforts which fuch long and 
remote fervices ever demand. Butasa fimilar payment to the crews of 
the Difcovery and Chatham, (whofe complements were now complete) for 
the {hort time they had been in pay, would have been of little affiftance ; 
the Lords of the Admiralty, at my folicitation, had the goodnefs to grant 
them three months pay in advance; which was accordingly received free 
of all dedu€tions. 

I have already mentioned that the Navy Board had fupplied me with an 
affortment of mathematical inftruments; and the Board of Longitude, in 
compliance with the wifhes of the Admiralty, provided in addition two 
chronometers; one made by the late eminent Mr. Kendall, (the excellence 
of which had been manifefted on board the Difcovery durmg Captain 
Cook’s laft voyage, and which had lately been cleaned and put into order 
by its very worthy and ingenious maker, a fhort time before his deceafe ;) 
the other lately made by Mr. Arnold. Thefe had both been depofited at 
the obfervatory of the Portfmouth academy, for the purpofe of findmg 
their refpe€tive errors, and for afcertaining their rate of going. The for- 
mer was delivered to me, with fuch obfervations as had been made to that 
effe&t ; whence it appeared to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, on the 
ift of March at noon, 1’ 30’ 18”, and to be gaining on mean time at the 
rate of 6” 12” per day. The latter was dire€ted to be put on board the 
Chatham, which veffel had now arrived from the river. 

Having completely finifhed our bufinefs with the dock-yard on thurf- 
day evening, we dropped down to St. Helen’s, and the next morning 
proceeded down channel, leaving the Chatham behind, not as yet quite 
ready to accompany us; in our way we ftopped at Guernfey, and on the 
42th arrived at Falmouth, where I was to wait the arrival of the Chat- 
ham, and to receive my final inftruétions for the profecution of the 
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voyage. An Admiralty meffenger prefented me with the latter on fun- 
day the goth; but the Chatham did not arrive until the 31ft, when Lieu- 
tenant Broughton, who had orders to put himfelf under my command, 
received fuch fignals and inftruétions as were neceflary on this occafion. 
He informed me, that they had experienced a very boifterous paflage from 
Spithead, and that the Chatham had proved fo very crank, as, in fome 
inftances, to occafion confiderable alarm. The length of time I had al- 
ready waited for her arrival rendered this intelligence very unpleafant ; 
as, demanding immediate attention, it would caufe further delay, which 
I much wifhed to avoid; efpecially as a favorable gale for clearing the 
channel now prevailed. The apprehenfion of further detention by 
contrary winds, fhould we lofe the prefent opportunity by breaking up 
the Chatham’s hold for the reception of more ballaft, induced me to 
refort to another expedient, that of lending her all our fhot, which when 
{towed amidfhips as low down as poflible, and every weight removed 
from above, we flattered ourfelves would be the means of affording a 
temporary relief to this inconvenience. 

A gentle breeze from the N.£. at day dawn on friday the 1ft i april, 
ee hid us to fail out of Carrack road, in company with the Chatham; 
and at midnight we took a long farewell of our native fhores. The 
Lizard lights bore by compafs N.N.w. 4 w. about eight leagues diftant ; 
and the wind being in the weftern quarter, we ftood to the fouthward. 
Towards the morning of the 2d, on the wind’s fhifting to the fouth, we 
{tood to the weftward, clear of the Englifh channel; with minds, it may 
eafily be conceived, not entirely free from ferious and contemplative re- 
fle€tions. The remote and barbarous regions, which were now deftined, 
for fome years, to be our tranfitory places of abode, were not likely to 
afford us any means of communicating with our native foil, our fami- 
lies, our friends or favorites, whom we were now leaving far behind; and 
to augment thefe painful refle¢tions, His Majefty’s proclamation had ar- 
rived at Falmouth, the evening prior to our departure, offering bounties 
for manning the fleet; feveral fail of the lime were put into commiuffion, 
and flag officers appointed to different. commands: thefe were circum- 
ftances fimilar to thofe under which, in auguft, 1776, I had failed 

from 
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from England in the Difcovery, commanded by Captain Clerke, on a ee 
voyage which in its objeft nearly refembled the expedition we were now —~— 
about to undertake. This very unexpeéted armament could not be re- 

garded without caufing various opinions in thofe who, from day to 

day, would have opportunities of noticing the feveral meafures inclining 

to war or peace; but to us, deftined, as it were, to a long and remote 

exile, and precluded, for an indefinite period of time, from all chance 

of becoming acquainted with its refult, it was the fource of inexpreffible 
folicitude, and our feelings on the occafion may be better conceived 

than defcribed. 

Having no particular route to the pacific ocean pointed out in my in- 
{tructions, and being left at perfect liberty to purfue that which appeared 
the moft eligible, I did not hefitate to prefer the paflage by way of the 
cape of Good Hope, intending to vifit the Madeiras, for the purpofe 
of procuring wine and refrefhments. Our courfe was accordingly fo 
directed againft winds very unfavorable to our wifhes. At noon on the 
gd we reached the latitude of 48° 48’ north, longitude, by the chronometer, Sunday 3. 
6° 55 welt; where the cloudy weather preventing our making the necef- 
fary obfervations on the fun eclipfed produced no {mall degree of con- 
cern; as with the late improvement of applying deep magnifying pow- 
ers to the telefcopes of fextants, the obfervations on folar eclipfes are 
rendered very eafy to be made at fea; and although we were not fortu- 
nate enough on this occafion to procure fuch, at the interefting periods of 
the eclipfe, as would have put this improvement fully to the teft, yet 
it was evident that thefe obfervations to perfons not much accuftomed to 
aftronomical purfuits would be rendered plain and eafy, by the refleéted 
image of the fun being brought down to the horizon ; fo that the begin- 
ning and the end of the eclipfe would be afcertained by the help of thefe 
_ deep magnifying telefcopes with great precifion; and probably it may 
not be unworthy the attention of the Board of Longitude to contrive, 
and caufe fuch calculations to be publifhed, as would tend. to render 
thefe obfervations generally ufeful in the various parts of the globe, with- 
out the tedious procefs of calculating eclipfes. The wind, continuing in 
the fouthern quarter, rendered our progrefs flow; the weather, however, 
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being clear, afforded us employment in taking fome good lunar obferva- 
tions ; which, reduced to the 12th at noon, gave the mean refult of four 
fets, taken by me, 12° 24’ weft longitude; four fets taken by Mr. Whidbey, 
12° 90’; the chronometer at the fame time fhewing 12° 9’; and as I con- 
fidered the latter to be neareft the truth, the lunar obfervations appeared 
to be 15’ to 21’ too far to the weftward. The longitude, by dead 
reckoning, 13° 22’, and the latitude 44° 22’ north. The error in reckon- 
ing amounting almoft to a degree, feemed moft likely to have been occa- 
fioned by our not having made fufficient allowance for the variation of 
the compafs on our firft failing, as, inftead of allowing from 22° to 25% 
which was what we efteemed the variation, our obfervations for afcertain- 
ing this fa€t, when the fhip was fufficiently {teady, fhewed the variation to 
be 28° and 29° + weltwardly. Thefe opportunities, however, had not 
occurred fo frequently as I could have wifhed, owing to a conftant irre- 
gular {well that had accompanied us fince leaving the land, and caufed fo 
much motion and pitching, that the whole head railings, bumkins, &c. 
were again wafhed away. 

In latitude 42° 34’ north, longitude 12° 31’ weft, the variation of the 
compafs, by the mean refult of fix fets of obfervations taken by three 
compafles differing from 25° 57 to 27°35, was obferved to be 26° 29 
weftwardly. The current was found to fet in a dire€tion £.N.E. at the 
rate of a quarter of a mile per hour. The whole of the day being per- 
fe€tly calm, with remarkably fine weather; induced me to embrace the 
opportunity of unbending all our fails which wanted alteration, and to 
bend an entire new fuit ; thefe I caufed to be foaked over board for fome 
hours, that the fea water might diffolve the fize ufed in making the can- 
vals, and by that means att as a preventive againft the mildew in hot 
rainy weather. This procefs might probably be found ufeful in the 
operation of bleaching. 

On our departure from England, I did not intend ufing any antifeptic 
provifions, until the refrefhments which we might be enabled to procure 
at the Madeiras fhould be exhaufted; but light baffling winds, together 
with the crank fituation and bad failing of the Chatham, having fo 
retarded our progrefs, that, by the 21ft, we were advanced no further 
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than the latitude of 35° 7’ north, longitude 14° 4o’ weft: four krout and 
portable broth had, for fome days, been ferved on board each of the 
veffels ; the {tore rooms had been cleared, cleaned, and wafhed with vine- 
gar, and the fhip had been {moked with gunpowder mixed with vinegar. 
As I had ever confidered fire the moft likely and efficacious means to keep 
up a conftant circulation of frefh and pure air throughout a fhip; in the 
fore part of every day good fires were burning between decks, and in the 
well. Both decks were kept clean, and as dry as poffible, and notwith- 
{tanding the weather was hot, and the fmoke and heat thence arifing was 
confidered as inconvenient and difagreeable, yet I was confident that a due 
attention to this particular, and not wafhing too frequently below, were 
indifpenfable precautions, and would be produttive of the moft falubrious 
and happy effeéts in preferving the health and lives of our people. Thefe 
preventive meafures becoming the ftanding orders of the Difcovery, 
it will be unneceflary hereafter to repeat that they were regularly en- 
forced, as they were obferved throughout the voyage with the ftriteft 
attention. It may not, however, on this fubje¢t, be improper to remark 
that if inftead of bifcuit, feamen were provided with frefh foft bread, 


which can eafily be made very good at fea, and a large proportion of 


wholefome water, where the nature of the fervices will admit of fuch a 
‘fupply, they would add greatly to the prefervation of that moft valuable 
of all bleffings, health. 
The evening of the 29d, being remarkably fine and ferene, brought 
us in fight of the ifland Porto Sanfto, bearing by compafs s.w. iw. 
20 leagues diftant; the next afternoon we paffed its meridian, when 
_ the chronometer fhewing its longitude to be 16° 24’ 15”, varying only 
one minute to the weftward of the true longitude of that ifland, proved 
itfelf to be going very well. As Madeira was our objeét, every ef- 
fort was exerted to gain Funchal Road, until the evening of the 25th, 
when the wind becoming exceflively variable, and the weather gloomy 
and unfettled, that ftation feemed ineligible for executing the fervice 
of which the Chatham ftood in need; namely, the breaking up her 
hold, for the purpofe of receiving a large portion of ballaft. Confider- 
ing therefore the road{tead of S* Cruz as better calculated for this. bufinefs, 
we 
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we proceeded towards Teneriffe. The wind which had been gene- 
rally from the weft, veered round by the north, as we advanced to 
the fouthward, and fettled in the N.z. trade, accompanied with fine 
pleafant weather, which, on the 26th, in latitude go° 54’ north, afforded 
me an opportunity of obtaining feveral fets of lunar diftances with the 
different fextants in the fhip. Thefe were twelve in number, of the fol- 
lowing eminent makers in London, (viz.) Ramfden, Dollond, Trough- 
ton, Adams, and Gilbert, though the greater number were made by Mr. 
Ramfden. They all agreed exceedingly well together, and their mean 
refult fhewed the longitude to be 16° 21’ 92”; the chronometer made the 
longitude 16° 31’ 15” weft; and as there could be no doubt of the lat- 
ter being neareft the truth, the refult of the lunar obfervations, by the 
feveral fextants, appeared to be g/ 49” too far to the eaftward. On the 
other fide of the moon, my lunar obfervations were 15’ to the weft of the 
true, or nearly the true, longitude, as was proved on our making the 
Madeiras. This evinces the accuracy with which thefe obfervations are 
in general capable of being made with good inftruments, and by a care- 
ful obferver. 

In the morning of the 28th, the pic of Teneriffe was feen bearing by 
compafs s.w. about fixteen leagues diftant ; and, in the evening, as we ap- 
proached the road{tead of S“ Cruz, we were met by the matter attendant, 
who placed the fhip in what, he faid, he conceived the beft birth in the 
road{tead, and the Chatham in our immediate neighbourhood. 

When the fhip was fecured, an officer was fent to inform the governor 
of our arrival, and to folicit his permiffion to take on board fuch wine, 
and refrefhments as we required; but having underftood that he had 
waved a return of falute to fome of His Majefty’s fhips that had lately 
vifited Teneriffe; I did not choofe to rifk a refufal, however polite, to 
comply with this compliment. The officer was civilly received; and the 
contractor was, the next morning, dire€ted to fupply the different articles 
of which we ftood in need. 

Accompanied by Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, and fome of the other 
officers, on friday forenoon, I waited on his excellency Sen’ Don An- 
tonio Guitierres, the governor general of the Canaries, who then refided 
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in the city of S*Cruz. His excellency received us with the politenefs 
ufual on thefe occafions, and affured us of his readinefs to afford us every 
affiftance ; but apologized that the poverty of the country prevented his 
inviting us to his table. Attended by the fame party, on funday I vifited 
the city of Lagoona, and after fatisfying our curiofity with its external 
appearance, we returned to S* Cruz, and dined with Mr. Rhoney, an 
Irifh gentleman, to whofe hofpitality we were greatly indebted. Had we 
not fortunately met with him immediately on our landing, we fhould 
have been much inconvenienced, as there did not appear another perfon 
on the ifland who was inclinable to offer us fhelter from the {corching 
rays of the fun, or to afford us the {malleft refrefhment. 

We had the mortification, this morning, of finding the {mall bower 
cable cut through nearly in the middle, which feemed to have been occa- 
fioned by an anchor lying at the bottom. The lofs of an anchor in a 
fituation where no other could be procured, was a matter of ferious con- 
cern; no pains were {pared to regain it until the afternoon of the 5th, 
when all our exertions proved ineffectual; and being apprehenfive that 
other loft anchors might be in its vicinity, we weighed, went further out, 
and again anchored in jo fathoms water on a foft dark oozy bottom 
intermixed with {mall white fhells, having the northernmoft church fteeple 
in a line with the center of the jetty, bearing by compafs n. 48 w. 
and the fouthernmoft fort s. 71 w. about three quarters of a mile 
from the town. This anchorage appeared to be far preferable to our for- 
mer fituation, being nearly as convenient to the landing place, without 
the hazard of damaging the cables by anchors which {mall veffels might 
have loft nearer in fhore; and which is the only danger to be appre- 
-hended here, as the bottom is good holding ground, and, to all ap- 
pearance, perfectly free from rocks. 

The furf that had beaten with great violence on the fhores for fome days 
paft, and for fheltering againft which the pier of S* Cruz is but il contri- 
ved, had much retarded the Chatham’s bufinefs of taking on board fhingle 
ballaft, and prevented the completion of that objeét until late on faturday 
night, when we put to fea, and directed our courfe to the fouthward. 

The ballaft which the Chatham had now taken on board certainly pre- 

ao. 1. C vented 


1791. 
May. 


ee ame 


Sunday 1 


Thurfday 5. 


Saturday 7, 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


vented her being fo very crank, but it did not feem to have contributed to: 
her failing, as the Difcovery ftill preferved a great fuperiority in that refpect. 

Not having fuppofed we fhould have been fo long detained at ‘Tene- 
rife, I took no fteps for making aftronomical obfervations on {hore ; 
thofe taken on board fhewed the longitude by the chronometer to be 
16°17’ 5", only 50” to the weftward of the true longitude, as laid down 
in the requifite tables: the latitude by our obfervations was 28° 28’ 38", 
and the variation, by the mean refult of all our cards and compaffes, 
was 16° 98’, differing from 15°58’ to 17° 17’ weltwardly. 

For the information of thofe who may be induced to vifit Teneriffe 


_at this feafon of the year with the hope of procuring refrefhments, I 
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muft remark, that we found the wine, water, and beef exceedingly good, 
and were induced to take fome days fupply of the latter to fea; but fruit, 
vegetables, poultry, and all kinds of live {tock were very indifferent, and 
molt extravagantly expenfive. 

Towards noon of the 8th, we loft fight of the Canaries. The trade 
wind blew a pleafant gale, the fea was {mooth, and the weather, being 
fine, enabled us to make fome excellent lunar obfervations ; thofe I took 
fhewed the longitude to be 16°52’ 36”; thofe taken by Mr. Whidbey 
16° 52’ 30”; and the chronometer fhewed 16° 47’ 45”. The latitude, at 
this time, was 27° 5’ north; and the variation, by three compaffes differ- 
ing from 15°10’ to 18° 51’, was 17° 393’ 40” weftwardly. 

Our courfe from the Canaries was directed to the weftward. of the 
cape De Verds, which we gained fight of and pafled on the forenoon of 
the 14th. The n.w. extremity of the ifland of St. Antonio appeared, 
by our obfervations, to be fituated in 17° 10’ north latitude, and 25° 9' 99” 
weft longitude; the variation of the compafs 12°32'15” weftwardly. The 
frefh beef that we had brought from Teneriffe being exhaufted, on the 
18th, portable broth and four krout were again ferved to the fhip’s crews ; 
at this time we had reached the latitude of 9° 35’ north, longitude 23° 27’ 
welt, when the weather, which had been pleafant and attended with a 
frefh gale from the n. £. very materially altered: the wind flackened and 
veered round to the north, and the atmofphere, though not cloudy, was 
encumbered with a bright haze nearly approaching to a fog but without 
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the leaft dampnefs or humidity. Through this medium the heavenly 
bodies were fufficiently vifible whilft terreftrial objets were only dif- 
cernible at {mall diftances. This very fingular appearance continued a few 
days until the 2ift, when, in latitude 6° 20’ north, and longitude 22° 4o’ 
welt, the northerly breeze died away, the denfe atmofphere difappeared, and 
they were fucceeded by calm, cloudy, hot weather, the thermometer ftand- 
ing from 80° to 83°, attended with fome heavy fhowers of rain and gufts 
of wind in various direétions, though generally from the eaftern quarter 
between N.£. and fouth. Our progrefs, with this kind of weather, was 
flow until the 24th, when, in latitude 4° 25’ north, longitude 21° 36’ weft, 
we feemed to have pafled the line of thofe unpleafant and frequently un- 
healthy regions. The fteadinefs of the gentle gale, and the ferenity of 
the weather indicated our having reached the s.r. trade; thefe conjec- 
tures were foon eftablifhed by the wind gradually increafing, fo that, about 
midnight on the 27th, we crofled the equator in 25° 15' weft longitude. 
The variation to this point had gradually, though not very regularly, 
decreafed to about 9° weftwardly; and the lunar obfervations, lately 
taken, had correfponded within a few minutes with the longitude {hewn 
by the chronometer. 

Croffing the equator fo far to the weftward has been frequently objected 
to, as being liable to entangle fhips with the coaft of Brazil. Iam, 
however, of a different opinion, and conceive many advantages are de- 
rived by thus croffing the line; fuch as, purfuing a track deftitute of 
thofe calms and heavy rains, which are ever attendant on a more eatt- 
_ wardly route. By every information I have been enabled to colleét, it 
does not appear that much is to be gained in point of diftance by croffing 
the equator in a more eaftwardly longitude ; fince it feems’ that veflels 
which have purfued their foutherly courfe to crofs the line under the 
zoth, 15th, or goth meridian of weft longitude, have, by the trade 
_ wind blowing there in a more foutherly dire€&tion, been driven equally 
as far weft, to the 25th, 26th, and 27th degrees of weft longitude before 
they have been enabled to gain the variable winds, without the benefit of 
a conftant breeze and fair weather, which with the very little interrup- 
tion between the 21ft and 24th, was experienced during this paflage. 
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From ‘the equator, with a brifk trade wind, we fteered with a full fail 
and flowing fheet; which by the 1ft of june brought us to the latitude of 
7°52! fouth, longitude 29° 7’ weft; whence we ceafed ftretching further 
to the weftward, and made a.courfe good a few degrees to the eaftward 
of fouth; fo that on-the gth we had reached the latitude of 19° 47’ fouth, 
longitude 27° 27’ weft, approaching to the parallel of the iflands Trina- 
dada and Martin Vas. The wind now permitted our fteering well to the 
eaftward of fouth; but left an error fhould have exifted in our longitude, 
or in that of thofe iflands, I direéted the Chatham to increafe her diftance 
from us by holding a fouth courfe, for the purpofe of gainmg a view 
of that land; by fun-fet we were in the latitude of 20’ 9/ fouth, the 
parallel of thofe iflands, but faw nothing of them. The longitude of the 
former is ftated to be 28°50’, that of the latter 28° 34' welt; allowing 
their longitude, and that of the fhip, to have been accurately afcertained, 
we paffed them at the diftance of 24 and 19 leagues. 

On the 12th we crofled the fouthern tropic in 25°18’ weft longitude; the 
variation of the compafs had now gradually decreafed to 4° 30’ weftward- 
ly, and having lately taken many very good lunar diftances of the fun and 
{tars on different fides of the moon, I affumed their mean refult as the true 
longitude, or nearly fo; by which, the obfervations for the longitude, 
according to the chronometer, appeared to be 14’ 25" too far to the eaft- 
ward; whence it fhould appear, that it was not gaining quite fo much as 
had been allowed in confequence of its rate, as afcertained at Portfmouth. 
After croffing the tropic of Cancer, the wind became very variable, as 
well in point of ftrength as in dire€tion, fo that on the 28th we had only 
advanced to the latitude of 31°56’ fouth, longitude 4° 18’ weft. 

The weather was in general very pleafant: and the Chatham, to our 
great mortification, continued to fail equally flow in light as in frefh gales, 
which materially affected the progrefs of our voyage ; the objeét of which 
was of fuch a nature that it would allow of no opportunity being paffed 
by, that, with propriety, could be embraced for the advancement of geo- 
graphy and navigation ; and as Captain Cook’s chart of the Sandwich 
iflands prefented little field for any improvement that could occupy the 
feveral! winters we were likely to pafs in their vicinity, I refolved in our 
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way to the pacific ocean to vifit the s.w. part of New Holland, and-en- 
deavour to acquire fome information of that unknown, though interefting 
country. Having much bufinefs to perform at the cape of Good Hope 
in the carpenter’s department, it became expedient, for the carrying into 
execution the whole of my plan, that no.time fhould be loft; particu- 
larly as our paflage from England had already exceeded the limits of my 
expectations. Thefe reafons induced me to make the beft of our way 
in the Difcovery to the cape of Good Hope, and fhould the Chatham be 
able to keep up with us, fhe was direéted fo to do; if otherways, Mr. 
’ Broughton was provided with fufficient inftruétions. 

The wind was light and variable, until the 1{t july, m latitude 33° 54’ 
fouth, longitude 58’ 40” welt, it blew a fine gale from the N.N.£. atten- 
_ ded with pleafant weather ; the Chatham until this evening remained in 
fight, but in the morning was not within the limits of our horizon. As 
we approached the African fhore the weather became very unfettled, with 
fudden tranfitions from calms to heavy gales, attended with much thunder, 
lightning, anda heavy fwell from the weftward and s.w. One of thefe 
gales, on the 5th, reduced us for a few hours to our courfes. The wind 
became fouthwardly with pleafant weather on the 7th, when a ftrange 
fail was defcried to the n. £. holding a courfe, as if mtending to pafs 
the Cape, and fome of us thinking the fea was difcoloured, we tried for 
foundings, but found no bottom with 140 fathoms of line. After pafling 
the 27° of fouth latitude, many oceanic birds were our conftant compa- 
nions, confifting of three kinds of albatroffes, the quebrantahueffos, 
pintadoes, the footy, the black, and {mall blue petrels, with fome few 
other {mall birds of the fame tribe; amongft which were but few of the 
ftorm petrel, which in thefe regions are generally numerous. Moft of 
thefe, by the 7th, had difappeared, and, in their place, were feen the blue 
petrel of the larger fort, though comparatively in {mall numbers; at 
noon the obferved latitude was 35°19’ fouth, longitude 14° eaft. The 
wind blew a ftrong gale from w. s. w. in the afternoon of the 8th, when 
judging the cape of Good Hope to bear from us Nn. 66 £. true, diftant 
18 leagues, we experienced, for the fpace of about feven miles, a moft 
extraordinary agitation in the fea, comparable only toa large cauldron of 
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boiling water; this was fuppofed to be the effeét of two contending cur- 
rents, and for that reafon I did not try foundings. I was alfo particu- 
larly anxious to gain fight of the land, which, in the event of the chro- 
nometer proving correét, there was great probability of doing before 
dark; but not feeing it we ftood on till ten in the evening; when, by 
our lunar obfervations, fuppofing the Cape land to be about eight leagues 
diftant, we hauled to the wind, and plied in order to preferve our then 
fituation until morning. At day light the Cape was in fight, bearing 
eaft by compafs, eight leagues diftant. This inftance will, I truft, be 
not the only one I fhall be able to adduce, to prove the utility of the 
lunar method of finding the longitude, and the very great importance 
that fuch information muft be of to every fea officer. 

Atthis feafon of the year, the boifterous weather and the prevailing 
winds from the n.w. rendering Table Bay not only exceflively unpleafant 
but infecure, our courfe was directed to Falfe Bay. At noon, the obferved 
latitude was 34° 26’ fouth, the cape of Good Hope then bearing £.N.£. 5 or 
6 miles diftant. This promontory, and the dangerous rocks that lie in its 
neighbourhood, we pafled, and ftood into Falfe Bay, where in the evening, 
the weather falling calm, we anchored in 4o fathoms water; the Cape 
bearing weft by compafs, 10 miles diftant; Simon’s Bay N.N.w. and 
the Falfe Cape s.z. in this fituation the chronometer fhewed the longi- 
tude to be 18° 52’ 45”, making an error, or variation in its rate of go- 
ing, as afcertained at Portfmouth, of 18’ 30” equal to 1’ 14” of time fince 
the firft day of March; which will, without doubt, be received and con- 
fidered as being very correét; it alfo correfponded with my obfervations, 
and what on that fubjeét I had noticed on the 12th of june. 

Our paffage through the atlantic ocean being thus accomplifhed, it be- 
comes requifite, in compliance with the method propofed in the intro- 
duction for correéting the errors of navigation, to have fome retro{pect 
to this paflage, efpecially fince pafling the Cape de Verd iflands. 

From the ifland of St. Antonio, until we had croffed the latitude of. 
cape St. Auguftine, we were materially affetted by currents; and be- 
cween the latitude of 6° north and the equator, {trong riplings were 
confpicuous on the furface of the fea. Thefe currents, contrary to the 
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general opinion, feem to poffefs no regularity, as we found ourfelves, day 
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after day, driven in dire€tions very contrary to our expettations from UH, 


the impulfe we had experienced on the former day, and by no means at- 
tended with that periodical uniformity, pointed out by Mr. Nicholfon 
in his lately revifed and correéted Indian dire€tory, publifhed in the year 
1787. On the contrary, inftead of the currents at this feafon of the 
year, agreeably to his hypothefis, fetting to the northward, the moft 
prevailing {tream we experienced fet to the fouth, and more im a fouth 
eaftern than a fouth weftern direftion. This very able mariner, {till 
wedded to formerly adopted opinions, ftrongly recommends the varia- 
tion of the compafs, as a means for afcertaining the longitude at fea: yet, 
had we been no better provided, we might have fearched for the cape 


of Good Hope agreeably with his propofitions, to little effect: for when. 


we were in latitude 35°7' fouth, with 20°16’ weft variation, we had only 
reached the longitude of 6° 30’ eaft; and again, when in latitude 35° 22’ 
fouth, with 22° 7’ weft variation, we had only advanced to the longitude of 
11°25/ eaft, inftead of being, according to Mr. Nicholfon’s hypothefis, in 
the firft inftance nearly under the meridian of the cape of Good Hope, 


and in the fecond, under that of cape Aguilas; and it was not until we. 


had near 26° of weft variation,. that we approached the meridian of the 
cape of Good Hope. The obfervations for the variation were made 
with the greateft care and attention ; and though generally confidered as 
very correét, they differed from one to three, and fometimes four de- 
grees, not only when made by different compafles placed in different fitu- 
ations on board, and the fhip on different tacks, but by the fame com- 
pals in the fame fituation, made at moderate intervals of time; the 
difference in the refults of fuch obfervations, at the fame time, not pre- 
ferving the leaft degree of uniformity. Hence the aflertion amounts 
nearly to an abfurdity, which ftates, “ that with 20° to 20°10’, or 20° 30’ 
“ weftwardly variation, you will be certain” of fuch and fuch longitude; 
and it is greatly to be apprehended, that navigators who rely on fuch 
means for afcertaining their fituation in the ocean, will render themfelves 
liable to errors that may be attended with the moft fatal confequences, 


Other methods are, I truft, in a fair train for accomplifhing this defirable 
object ; 
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object; and I yet hope to fee the period arrive, when every feafaring 
perfon capable of ufing a quadrant, will, on due inftruétion, be enabled 
by lunar obfervations to determine his longitude at fea. It has been 
already obferved, that fuch information may be acquired with eafe, and 
without laborious ftudy or tedious application ; this was further warranted 
by our example on board the Difcovery; where, on our departure 
from England, Mr. Whidbey and myfelf could be confidered as the only 
proficients in this branch of fcience; but now, amongiflt the officers and 
gentlemen of the quarter deck, there were feveral capable of afcertaining 
their fituation in the ocean, with every degree of accuracy neceflary for 
all the important purpofes of navigation. 

With a light fouthwardly breeze in the morning of the 10th we 
weighed anchor, and with the affiftance of our boats a-head, towing the 
fhip, we reached Simon’s Bay at about feven in the evening, where 
we anchored in 12 fathoms water; Falfe Cape bearing by compafs 
in a line with the fouth point of the bay s. 37 £. Noah's ark s. 51 £. the 
Roman rocks s.86£. and the flag-ftaff on the battery s.8g w. about a 
quarter of a mile from the fhore. 

The day before a brig was feen in fhore of us, which was fuppofed 
to be the Chatham; but as the private fignal was not acknowledged by . 
her, we concluded ourfelves miftaken. Our firft conjeétures, however, 
proved to be right, as Mr. Broughton now informed me the fignal had 
efcaped their attention. Since we had feparated, the Difcovery had out- 
failed her confort only the night’s run; the Chatham not having hauled — 
her wind or fhortened fail on friday night, {he was the next morning with- 
in the fame diftance of the land as the Difcovery. Nothing had oc- 
curred during this feparation worthy of notice. I was made exceflively 
happy to underftand from Mr. Broughton, that the officers and crew of 
the Chatham, like thofe of the Difcovery, were in general very healthy. 
Befide the Chatham, we found here His Majefty’s fhip the Gorgon; the 
Warren Haftings, and Earl Fitzwilliam Indiamen, from Bengal; two 
port Jackfon. tranfports from China bound home; three with convitts | 
bound to port Jackfon; two American, and fome Dutch and Danifh 
merchant fhips; the total amounting to feventeen fail in the bay. 

In 
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In the morning, an officer was fenton fhore to acquaint the refident 
commandant of the port, Mr. Brandt, of our arrival, and to requeft 
his permiffion to procure fuch refrefhments and ftores as our wants now 
demanded, and to ereét our obfervatory and fuch tents on fhore as might 
be requifite for carrying into execution the neceffary refitment of the vef- 
fels; with all which Mr. Brandt very politely complied; and, on the 
return of the officer, the garrifon was faluted with eleven guns; which 
compliment being earaalya returned, attended by Mr. Broughton and 
fome of the officers I waited on Mr. Brandt, who received us with the 
greateft politenefs and hofpitality ; the well known charaéteriftics of that 
gentleman. Having, on a former occafion, benefited by his good 
offices in the excellency of the fupplies provided for the Refolution and 
Difcovery, I concerted meafures with him, on the prefent, for the like 
purpofe. Mr. Brandt undertook, in conjunétion with Mr. DeWit of Cape 
Town, to fee all our neceflities provided for with the beft of the feveral 


commodities the country afforded. The Difcovery’s bowfprit, being found. 


infinitely too weak, was taken out in order to be ftrengthened by one 
of the fifhes we had on board; the whole of the head railing, having 
been wafhed away, was to be replaced; the veffels wanted caulking fore 
and aft; the rigging, overhauling; cafks to be fet up for receiving pro- 
vifions and water; the fails repairing, and feveral materially altering ; 
the powder airing; and the {kids and booms raifing, for the better ena- 
bling of the people to work upon deck; the fhip proving fufficiently (iff 
to admit of fuch accommodation. Artificers were hired to affiftour own 
in thefe feveral duties ; which being in a ftate of forwardnefs by the 14th, 
Mr. Broughton and myfelf paid our refpeéis to Mr. Rhenias, the ating 
governor at Cape Town, with the further view of infpefting the ftores 
and provifions, the major part of which were to come from thence. Four 
of our feamen, whofe conftitutions feemed unequal to the fervice in which 
they had engaged, and whom I had now an opportunity of replacing, 
were fent on board the Warren Haftings; and, with her, on the 18th, 
failed for England. 

All our fictes and provifions being forwarded eee Cape Town by 
the 5th, we took leave of the governor and our Cape friends, from 
whom we had experienced the moft attentive civility; and having 
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completed fuch obfervations as were wanted, the obfervatory with the 
inftruments were, on the gth, fent on board. 

By the 11th all our tranfaétions were finifhed with the fhore; having 
obtained for each veffel a fupply of provifions, which completed our 
ftock for eighteen months at full allowance, and a due proportion of 
ftores for the like period. I took on board alfo feven ewes and fix rams ; 
an affortment of garden feeds, vine cuttings, and other plants that were 
likely to grow, and prove valuable acquifitions to our friends in the 
South-Sea iflands. As I intended putting to fea the next day, we were 
bufily employed in preparing the fhip for that purpofe, which on the 
morning of the 12th we attempted’; but the wind fhifting to the s.s.z. 
permitted our taking only a more outfide birth for the better convenience 
of failing when the wind fhould prove more favorable. 

It is cuftomary at the cape of Good Hope for fo many of the officers as. 
can conveniently be {pared, to take up their refidence on fhore. In this 
refpe€t I had conformed to old praétices, but was exceflively mortified, at 
my return on board, to find that feveral of our people had within a few 
days become indifpofed with a dyfentery, which at firft feemed of little 
importance, but had now put on a very ferious appearance ; and fome of 
the patients were extremely ill. The caufe of this unfortunate malady it 
was hard to afcertain: the crew had not been fubjeé to inebriety; their 
provifions had been of the beft quality, and moft wholefome nature ; and 
every precaution had been taken to prevent their fleeping on deck, or ex- 
pofing themfelves to the dew or night air. No neglett of the falutary 
meafures generally obferved, or individual indifcretion of any fort feemed. 
to have produced this lamentable vifitation, whofe contagious influence 
fuffered no one to efcape unattacked; although myfelf and officers did 
not feel its effets fo violently as they were experienced by the people. 
The fame diforder had not only appeared on board the Chatham, and the 
tranfports bound to port Jackfon, but on fhore ; and at length it was. 
attributed to a large Dutch fhip lately arrived from Batavia,. from which 


“many men had been fent on fhore to the hofpital very ul, and dying 


with that and other infe€tious diforders. The furgeon of the Difcovery 
was feized in a very fudden and fingular manner, and reduced to an ex- 


treme ftate of delirium, without any other fymptoms which indicated fever. 
To 
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To perfons, fituated as we were, on the eve of quitting the civilized 
world, and deftitute of all help and refources, but fuch as we carried 
with us, fuch a calamity was of the moft ferious and diftrefling nature ; 
and was not only feverely felt at the moment, but tended to deftroy the 
good effeéts we had every reafon to expect from the very excellent and 
abundant fupply of refrefhments the Cape had afforded. I now became 
exceffively anxious to get to fea, left the Batavian fhip fhould communi: 
cate any other diforder, or a worfe {pecies of that with which we were 
already attacked. This earneft defire, a s.z. wind and calms prevented 
our accomplifhing until the 17th, when, about noon, a light breeze {pring- 
ing up from the N.w. we failed, in company with the Chatham, out of 
Simon’s Bay, and faluted the garrifon with eleven guns which were 
equally returned. 

Few of our tranfattions, whilft at our laft ftation, appeared worthy of 
recording excepting the occurren¢es at the obfervatory, where I did not 
think any obfervations were at all neceflary for afcertaining the longi- 
tude ; as that muft have been accurately determined long ago by per- 
fons of greater information and fuperior abilities. The latitude; the rate 
and error of the chronometer, and the variation and dip of the magnetic 
needle were the principal objeéts that occupied our attention. The 
former would not have attraéted much of my notice had it not appeared 
by the firft day’s obfervations, that a very material difference exifted be- 
tween the latitude fhewn by my obfervations, and the latitude of Simon’s 
Bay as ftated by Captain King’ in the gd vol. of Cook’s Voyage to the 
northern hemifphere, where, in page 484, it is faid that “the lati- 
“ tude of the anchorage place in Simon’s Bay is, by obfervation, 34° 20’ 
«fouth.” This however is, moft probably, an error of the prefs, fince, 
immediately afterwards, we find the Cape point is faid to be in 34° 29° 
-fouth; which point is at Jeaft 12 or 19 miles to the fouthward of 
Sumon’s Bay. Our obfervatory was fituated near the fouth point. of 
this bay, and its latitude, deduced from 26 meridional altitudes of the 
fun and ftars, was 34°11’ 40”; this, on allowing the diftance to the Cape 
point, will be nearly found to agree with its latitude; which was further 
confirmed by our obfervations on paffing it the day we entered Falfe Bay. 
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By the firft obfervations, made on fhore, the chronometer fhewed the 


W~— longitude to be 18°39! 45”, which was 17’ 45” to the eaftward of the truth; 


and correfponded with what has been ftated before, that it was not gain- 
ing at the rate we had allowed: further obfervations however demon- 
{trated that, although it might have been gaining lefs during the paflage, 
it was now evidently gaining on its Portfmouth rate, and was found on 
the 8th of auguft at noon, to be faft of mean time at Greenwich 17’ 49” 
6”, and gaining on mean time at the rate of 9” 28” perday. Mr. Arnold’s. 
chronometer was found to have gone but indifferently on board the 
Chatham; and, at the obfervatory, it was faft of mean time at Green- 
wich 1°18’ 48’ 6”, and gaining on mean time at the rate of 16” 11” 8” 
per day. The variation of the magnetic needle, taken at the obfervatory 
by our different compaffes and cards, in twenty fets of azimuths, varied 
from 24°93 to 27°48’; the mean refult being 25° 40’ weft variation. 
The vertical inclination.of the fouth pomt of the magnetic needle was. 
obferved to be 
Marked end North, face Eaft, 48 30 
Ditto. North, face Weft, 48 20: 
Ditto. South, face Eaft, 48 40 
Ditto. South, face Weft, 48 30: 


Mean inclination of the fouth point of the 
dipping needle -~— - Tiupeee 48 30 


N. B. The longitude throughout the voyage, and until our arrival at 
St. Helena on our return to Europe,. will be reckoned eaftward. 

The latitude inferted in the following chapters, and until the 19th of 
february, 1792, when it will be otherwife diftinguifhed, is to be received 
and confidered as fouth latitude. 

The pofitive or relative fituations of all Coafts, Capes, Promontories, 
Hands, Rocks, Sands, Breakers, Bays, Ports, &c. &c. will hereafter 
be flated as true, or by the world; and thofe bearings which will be 
taken from any local fituation, whether on board the veffels, or in the 


boats, will be inferted according to. compafs, and be fo expreffed. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IL. 


Departure from Falfe Bay—Death of Neil Coil by the flux—Proceed to- 
wards the coaft of New Holland—Difcover King George the Third’s 
Sound—Tranfattions there—Leave King George the Third’s Sound— 
Departure from the fouth weft coaft of New Holland. 


‘Tue nature of our voyage rendering every precaution neceffary to- 


prevent, as far as was poffible, a feparation of the veffels, Mr. Brough- 
ton, in cafe of parting company, was provided with a lift of rendez- 


vous; and, the better to. infure our rejoining, I now deemed it expedient 


that he fhould be furnifhed with a copy of my inftruétions, and the route 


I intended to. purfue; together with ample direétions, that,. in the event 


of a total feparation, he might be enabled to. carry the objects. of the ex- 
pedition into execution. 
Although our ftay at the Cape had far exceeded my expettations, yet 
I did not abandon the defign of vifiting the s.w. part of New Holland. 
The feafon would probably be too far advanced for acquiring fo much in- 
formation as I could have wifhed, yet there {till remained a fair profpeét 
of obtaining fome intelligence, which would render the tafk lefs difficult to 
thofe, whofe particular objeé it might hereafter be to explore that country. 
I therefore on failing out of Falfe Bay, appointed our next rendezvous 
off, what in the charts is called, Lyon’s. Land, in about the 35th degree 
of fouth latitude—in cafe of feparation to cruife there two days; and, 
not meeting with the Difcovery, then to proceed agreeably, to other m- 
ftru€tions. 
The Albemarle, Admiral Barrington, and Britannia tranfports bound 
to port Jackfon, followed us out of the bay: of thefe fhips, as well as 
of 
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of the African coaft, we took leave in the evening, and direéted our 
courfe to the fouthward. During the night, the wind veered to the 
N.Ww. and blew fo hard a gale that we were obliged to double reave the top- 
fails and take in the forefail, as the Chatham was a great diftance aftern ; 
and not being in fight at day-break, we hauled to the wind: about feven 
{he was feen to the weftward, and, having joined company, we fteered 
to the s.s.z. together. The n.w. wind gradually increafed, attended with 
violent {qualls and heavy rain, until the goth; when it became a perfect 
ftorm, obliging us to {trike the top gallant mafts, and reducing us to the 
forefail, which we were neceflitated to carry, though under great appre- 
henfion of its being blown to pieces, in order that we might reach a more 
temperate region. ‘The fea ran exceflively high, and the wind in violent 
flurries raifed the fpray into a kind of fog, or mift, which, at intervals, 
was quite falt when not mixed with the fhowers of rain, which were fre- 
quent, and very heavy: in one of thefe we again loft fight of the Chat- 
ham, and feeing nothing of her on its clearing away, the forefail was 
furled, and the fhip brought to, under the ftorm ftayfails. In this fitua- 
tion, the Difcovery proved much eafier and drier than we had reafon to 
expeét, as fhe was now extremely deep with ftores and provifions. At 
this time, we were vifited by many albatroffes, and an innumerable va- 
riety of birds of the petrel tribe. About noon our confort was again 
in fight, and, on her joining company, we refumed our courfe to the 
s.e. under the forefail. This very boifterous weather, accompanied 
with much thunder and lightning, continued with intermiffions fufficient - 
only to tempt our f{preading fome additional canvas, (which was {carcely 
unfurled before it was again neceflary to take it in) until the 22d; when it 
fo far moderated as to permit the clofe reaved topfails to be kept fet. In 
the afternoon, we pafled the Albemarle and Admiral Barrington. The 
fight of thefe veffels was very grateful to our feelings, particularly of the 
latter, which we had underftood was an old debilitated fhip, for whofe 
fafety during the late violent ftormy weather we had been greatly appre- 
henfive. The wind, in the morning of the 23d, being moderate, the 
top-gallant, and ftudding-fails were fet; the weather, however, was un- 
fettled, with fhowers of hail and rain; and a heavy irregular fwell rolled 
at 
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at the fame time from the northward and fouth weft. In the intervals 


of fine weather, I got fome lunar obfervations which fhewed the longi- | 


tude at noon to be 31°55’; the chronometer by the Portfmouth rate 
31°29; by the Cape rate 31°42’; the latitude 39° 8’. Many whales 
were now playing about the fhip, but a lefs number of oceanic birds at- 
tended us than ufual. 

The weather being tolerably fair on the 24th, enabled me to make fome 
further lunar obfervations. The mean refult of thefe, and thofe taken 
the preceding day brought forward by the chronometer, {hewed the longi- 
tude at noon to be 34°19’. By this expreffion is to be underf{tood the 
[pace eaft or weft, which the fhip may have pafled over in the interval 
of time between the taking one fet of lunar obfervations and that of 
another; the extent of which fpace is afcertained, not according to the 
vague mode of the fhip’s run, as appears by the log, but from the dif- 
_tance fhewn by the chronometer; where by the refult of many obfer- 
vations made in different fituations are reduced to any one particular 
point. The chronometer at this time, by the Portfmouth rate, fhewed 
39° 50, by the Cape rate 34° 5’, the latitude 39° 28’, and the longitude 
by account 36°17’. The weather continued very changeable; but the 
wind being gentle in the northern quarter afforded an opportunity of 
fending on board the Chatham, whence we underftood that, in confe- 
quence of a violent fea having flove in the midfhip ftern window on the 
morning of the goth, it had been neceflary to bring to until that damage 
was repaired. 

The wind frefhened, attended with frequent fqualls, on the 26th; 
when, having reached latitude 39° 45’, longitude 37° 59’, we were able 
for the firft time fince our departure from the Cape to obferve the 
variation ; which, by the mean refult of two compafles, differing from 
32° 53' to 35° 5', was found to be 32° 50 weftwardly. In the {pace we 
were now approaching, namely, between the meridians of 38°39’ and 49°47’ 
eaft longitude, and the parallels of 34° 24’, and 38° 20’ fouth latitude, fe- 
ven different fhoals are faid to exift. To acquire fome information 
refpeéting a circumftance fo interefting to navigation, I had held this 
foutherly courfe; but the very ftormy weather we had lately contended 
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with, and the appearance of its again returning, rendered a fearch for 
thefe fhoals not altogether prudent. ‘To attempt the examination of the 
whole {pace I confidered as not more neceflary than difcreet ; but fince in 
the event of their exiftence, it was highly probable they would be found 
connected, I was induced to fhape a courfe fo as to fall in with the 
fouth eafternmoft, faid to lie in latitude 38° 20’, longitude 49° 49’, which 
had been reported to have been feen by feveral Dutch veffels. On the 
28th, in latitude 38°56’, longitude 42° 307, the wind at w.s.w. increafing 
with great violence obliged me to defift from this enquiry, and for our 
own fafety, in the event of thefe fhoals having exiltence, to hawl to the 
s.e. The gale foon became a ftorm, attended with heavy {qualls, hail, 
rain, and a moft tremendous fea, from the weftward and s.w. which 
made it neceflary to ftrike the top-gallant mafts, and reduced us to the 
forefail; which, with great apprehenfion of lofing it, we were obliged to 
carry in order to pafs clear of the {pace afligned to thefe hidden dangers. 
It is, however, worthy of remark, that, notwithftanding our courfe was 
direéted fo wide of the allotted fpot, we certainly paffed it at no great dif- 
tance in the night, as by our obfervations the next day, inftead of making 
fourteen miles fouthing, which the reckoning gave, we found ourfelves 
twelve miles to the north of the latitude we were in the preceding day, 
the longitude 45° 4’. Whether this difference 1s to be afcribed to any cur- 
rent produced by the interruption thefe fhoals may give to the oceanic 
waters, when prefled eaftwardly by the prevailing weftwardly winds, or 
to the bad fteerage of the fhip, cannot be pofitively determined ; but as 
the Chatham fteered precifely the fame courfe, the inference feems rather 
favorable to our having been influenced by a current occafioned pro- 
bably by the exiftence of fuch fhoals. On the violence of the ftorm 
abating, we made fail and refumed our eaftwardly courfe, mtending to 
pafs in fight of the iflands of St. Paul and Amfterdam. During the gale 
we were vifited by a great number of the various kinds of oceanic birds; 
yet thefe by no means feemed to indicate the vicinity of land or fhoals, 


_ fince they are conftantly met with throughout the fouthern ocean. 


The weather that fucceeded this ftorm being delightfully pleafant, at- 
sended with a {mooth fea, and a gentle gale between the north and N.£, 


made 
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made me regret that we had not experienced this favorable change fome- 
what earlier, as it would probably have enabled us to acquire fome 
fatisfaétory information as to the exifltence of the fhoals im queftion; but 
having now no leifure for this enquiry, I was obliged to reft contented 
with having exerted our fruitlefs endeavours in the attempt, and embraced 
this valuable opportunity of getting ourfelves and fhip clean, dry, and 
comfortable ; which fince our leaving the land had been very ill effected. 

The flux fill continued amongft us, and fome of our patients were 
yet very much indifpofed; we however were in hopes that the prefent fair 
weather would foon reftore to us the bleflings of health. Some good obferva- 
tions were procured in the courfe of this and of the preceding day with our 
different compaffes : thofe taken on the 31ft differed from 30°45’ to 35°45 3 
and thofe on the. 1ft of {eptember from 30°58’ to 35°7'; the mean refult 
of feven fets of azimuths was 32° 47’ weftwardly variation ; the latitude 
at noon 38°19’, and the longitude 51° 21’. We were not long indulged 
with a continuance of the fine weather: the wind gradually veered to the 
n.w. and weftward, and increafedto afrefh gale; which, however, did not 
reduce us below the top-fails ; although the weather bore avery threatening 
appearance ; the fky was obfcured with dark gloomy clouds, from which 
fome rain fell; yet the fea was fmooth, and the weather altogether was in- 
finitely more pleafant than we had lately experienced. 

At noon on the 4th, in latitude 38° 6’, longitude 61°36’, the firft feal 
we had feen fince our departure from the Cape amufed itfelf in playing 
about the fhip for fome time; but our companions, the oceanic birds, had 
not lately been very numerous ; thefe vifitors were moftly pintadoes, and 
other {mall birds of the petrel tribe. 

Four fets of lunar obfervations were obtained on the 5th, which fhewed 
the longitude to be 64° 14’ 40”; the chronometer by the Portfmouth rate 
63° 46’, and by the Cape rate 64° 10’, the latitude 37° 52’. The variation 
on the 7th, in latitude 98° 15’ and longitude 69° 33’, was obierved to be 
25° 52’ weltwardly. The fame gloomy weather continued with a frefh 
gale at N.N.w. In the night we had the misfortune to lofe Neil Coil, 
one of the marines, who fell a facrifice to the baneful effe@s of the flux 
caught at the Cape, which attacked him with much greater violence than 
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any other perfon on board. He was an exceedingly good man, and his 
lofs was fenfibly felt, and much regretted. In addition to this calamity, 
difafters of the fame nature feemed not likely to terminate: another of 
our people, who had fuffered very feverely by this dreadful contagion, but 
who was fo much recovered as to be nearly equal to his duty, was fo af- 
fe€ted by his poor fellow’s diffolution, that he relapfed with very unfa- 
vorable fymptoms. Our convalefcents were {till numerous; and the 
work of death having commenced, we knew not where it might end, or 
where we could recruit the ftrength which we might thus lofe; our whole 
complement being f{carcely equal, when in the higheft health, to the fervice 
we had to perform. One reflection was, however, highly fatisfactory ; 
that, in point of comfort, and profeffional affiftance, no one thing within 
our power to fupply, had been omitted for the prefent relief of the dif- 
trels, or for the prevention of any melancholy confequences in future; 
and we trufted, with the Divine bleffing, and a fteady adherence to the 
conduét, which we had obferved, finally to fubdue and extirpate this 
dreadful malady. 

In the evening of the 8th I took fome lunar diftances with the ftar 
Antares, which, with thofe taken on the 5th, {hewed the longitude by 
their mean refult, to be 73° 44’; the chronometer by the Portfmouth 
rate 79° 1’, and by the Cape rate 73°27’; the latitude 38° 45’, and the 
variation 23° 36 weltwardly. 

The next evening, agreeably to our réckoning, we were pafling be- 
tween the iflands of St. Paul and Amfterdam, diftant from the latter 
about five or fix leagues. The weather was thick and rainy, yet I con- 
tinued to hope that a favorable interval would enable us to fee one or 
both of thefe iflands, having fteered this eaftwardly courfe with a wifh 
to correct an error that appears in captain Cook’s charts of the fouthern 
hemifphere. In thefe the iland of St. Paul is laid down in the latitude 
of 37°50, correfponding with the fituation affigned to it in the requifite 
tables; and to the north of this ifland, in about the latitude of 36° 4o’ is 
placed another called the ifland of Amflerdam: now the ifland which 
Mr. Cox in the Mercury ftopped at, and called Amfterdam, is in fight 


of and fituated 17 leagues to the fouth of the ifland of St. Paul. 


Captain 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


Captain Bligh, in the Bounty, alfo faw the fame ifland, and allots to it 
nearly the fame fituation as does Mr. Cox. For thefe reafons, if there 
be an ifland to the north of St. Paul, in latitude 36° 40’, there muft be 
three inftead of two of thefe iflands, which I believe has never been under- 
ftood to be the faét. The weather, however, precluded my forming a juft 
Opinion as to this point, which I fully intended to afcertain, could we have 
feen either of the iflands; but the rain and haze continuing to ob{cure 
every objeét at the diftance of two leagues, we perceived no indication 
of the vicinity of land, notwithftandig the immenfe number of whales 
and feals which are faid to frequent thefe iflands. Of the latter we did not 
fee any, and of the former but one; which was the only whale we had 
obferved fince that mentioned on the 23d: of laft month. From hence 
towards the coaft of New Holland, our courfe was dire€ted between the 
tracks of Dampier and M. Marion, over a fpace, I believe, hitherto un- 
frequented. In this route, aflifted by a fine gale between north and 
w.N.w. we made great progrefs, fo that our obferved latitude on the 
18th was 96° 49’, longitude 103° 48’: for fome days paft we had experi- 
enced a very heavy {well from the s.w. though the wind prevailed from 
the northward. 

The fituation of that part of New Holland for which we were now fteer- 
ing, being ill defined, and-a probability exifting that banks might extend 
a confiderable diftance into the ocean, we tried, but gained no foundings 
with 180 fathoms of line. On the 19th, in latitude 36°45’, longitude 
105° 47’, the variation was obferved to be 14°10’ weftwardly. The wind 
at N.N.E. attended with heavy fqualls and rain, increafed with fuch vio- 
lence, as to oblige us to ftrike the top-gallant mafts, and to furl the top- 
fails. The pintado birds that, for fome days paft, had nearly difappeared, 
again vifited the fhip, accompanied by a great variety of the petrel 
tribe, with fome albatroffes; and it now feemed evident, that the ap- 
pearance of thefe inhabitants of the ocean, was increafed in point of 
numbers and in variety, in proportion to the violence of the wind; as 
in moderate weather few only were vifible. We continued to try for 
foundings at certain intervals, but did not reach bottom at the depth of 
180 fathoms, The wind at w.s.w. blew a ftrong gale, and the night 
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of the goth being dark and fqually, we hauled to the wind, and plied; 
left the land, which 1s reprefented as very low, or fhoals, might be nearer 
than we expetied; at day break we again refumed our eaftwardly courfe, 
obferving every night the like precautions. 

In the morning of the 23d, conceiving that the land could not be at any 
great diflance, and that the coaft might lie to the north of the courfe we 
were f{teering, the Chatham’s fignal was made to look out on the larboard 
beam. The wind from the weftward blew a flrong gale, accompanied 
with a very heavy fea; but the fky being clear, permitted me to obtain 
fome good lunar obfervations, which, with thofe taken on the a1tt, 
fhewed the longitude at noon to be 114° 14’; the chronometer, by the Portf- 
mouth rate 113° 32’, by the Cape rate 113° 55’, the latitude 35°7’. Soon 
after mid-day, the wind at w.s.w. increafed toa very heavy gale; and 
not choofing, under fuch circumftances, to make too free with a coaft 
entirely unexplored; we hauled the wind to the fouthward, under the fore- 
fail and florm ftayfails. Towards fun-fet, land was faid to be feen from the 
maft-head to the £.N.£. and, although this was not abfolutely certain, yet it 
was extremely probable, as we had paffed feveral leagues over the {pace af- 
figned to Lyon’s Land in moft of the maps. A prefs of fail was now carried 
in order to keep to the windward, having no bottom at the depth of 120 
fathoms; in confequence of which, and a very heavy fea, the larboard 
fide of the head, with the bumkin, &c. was entirely torn away. On the 
gale’s moderating the next morning, we ftood to the north, in queftof the 
land; but fome of the officers conceiving they faw land to the s.r. we 
hauled our wind again in that dire€tion until noon, in latitude 95° 28’, lon- 
gitude 115° 10’, when, being difappointed, we again ftood to the north, 
under double reefed topfails, until eight in the evening: we then tacked 
to fpend the night, which bore a very threatening appearance, over a {pace 
we were already acquainted with, and found bottom at 70 fathoms depth, 
compofed of white fand, and broken fhells; the latitude at this time was 
34° 51’, the longitude 115° 12’. The very gloomy appearance of the night 
rendered our carrying a prefs of fail indifpenfably neceflary to preferve 
an offing, as the foundings ftrongly indicated the land not to be diftant. 


During the night we did not reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line; 
and 
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and the morning evinced our conjeétures refpefting the weather not to 
be ill founded; as, about 4 o’clock, the {lings of the mam yard were 
carried away: to replace which, we were compelled to furl all the fails on 
the main-maft; but, before this could be accomplifhed, the increafed vio- 
lence of the ftorm obliged us to take in all our canvas but the forefail, to 
ftrike the top gallant-mafts, and to get in the jib-boom and fprit-fail yard. 
In this fituation we continued until towards fun-fet, when having no bot- 
tom with 110 fathoms of line, we ftood to the n.w. under clofe-reefed 
topfails, in the full affurance of meeting the land in that dire&tion. In 
the courle of the night, the gale gradually abated, and in the forenoon 
of the next day, the wind became perfectly calm, and an opportunity was 
afforded us of repairing the many damages which our rigging had fuftained 
in the late boifterous weather. At noon the obferved latitude was 95° 29’, the 
longitude 115° 52’; in this fituation, foundings could not be gained at the 
depth of 220 fathoms. In the afternoon a light breeze {prang up from 
the northward, with which we fteered to the north-eaftward, and foon 
difcovered land from the maft-head, bearmg by compafs N.E. to N. 27 E. 
It feemed of a moderate height, refembling m appearance the land in the 
Britifh Channel, and was fuppofed to be about ten or twelve leagues dif- 
tant—No foundings with 120 fathoms of line. The wind veering to the 
nN.w.enabled us to fteer for the land, and having neared it about three 
leagues, it was feen from the deck bearing N. 7 E. ton. 73 E. by compafs; 
at which time, bottom was found at the depth of 65 fathoms, compofed 
of coarfe fand, and broken coral. The depth of water had, at eight 
in the evening, gradually decreafed to 50 fathoms; when, having advan- 
ced about four miles nearer, we tacked and plied in order to preferve 
our fituation with the land until morning. 

By the refult of our foundings during the night, 70 fathoms would 
feem to be the edge of a bank about g leagues from the fhore, confift- 
ing of fine fand, and broken fhells, correfponding with the foundings we 
had found on the e4th; for had that depth of water been nearer -in 
fhore, we could hardly have avoided feeing the land before dark on that 
evening. 
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At the dawning of day on the 27th, we made all {ail for the land, having 
a gentle gale from the N.w. with a fmooth fea and pleafant weather. . The 
depth of water, as we proceeded,. gradually decreafed to 24 fathoms, with 
a bottom of coral, coarfe fand, and fhells: about nine we were well in 
with the land, and bore away along the coaft, keeping within a league or 
two of the fhores; which by the compafs ftretched from Nn. 44 w. to 
N. 81 £. and appeared nearly ftraight and compaét, confifting of fteep 
rocky cliffs to the water’s edge, interfperfed with, here and there, fome 
{mall open fandy bays, and a few iflets and rocks, which extended near a 
mile from the main. The wefternmoft land now in fight, (being the 
northernmoft feen the preceding night) is remarkable for its high clifh, 
falling perpendicularly into the fea; and if it be detached, which is by 
no means certain, is about a league in circuit. It forms a confpicuous 
promontory, to which I gave the name of CapE Cxatruam; in honor 
of that noble earl, who prefided at the Board of Admiralty on our depar- 
ture from England. The land to the weftward takes a direétion from cape 
Chatham n. 59 w. and the land to the eaftward s.81 8. This Cape, 
by our obfervations is fituated in latitude 35° 9’, and in 116° 35° 30" of 
longitude. 

The flux flill continued to affeé the health of fome in both veffels ; and 
although the patients were daily affifted with frefh provifions, and might 
be confidered ina ftate of recovery, yet they remained in a very debilita- 
ted and reduced condition. In the hope that a little recreation, from 
change of f{cene and what the foil of this country might afford, would 
prove falutary to their enfeebled conftitutions, I determined to put into 
the firft port we fhould be fo fortunate as to difcover ; and, that an eligible 
fituation might not efcape our vigilance, we ranged the coaft within three 
or four miles of its fhores, which are of moderate elevation, and may in 
general be deemed fteep and bold. The verdure on all the projecting 
points is removed to a confiderable height on the rocks, whofe naked 
bafes fufficiently prove how exceffively they are beaten by a turbulent 
ocean. ‘The country, immediately along the fea fide, confifts of a range 
of dreary hills, producing little herbage, of a brownifh green hue, 
from a foil that feems principally compofed of white fand; through 

which 
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which protrude large mafles of white rock of various fizes and forms: 
thefe fingular protuberances on the fummits of many of the hills, ftrong- 
ly refembled the remains of lofty edifices in ruin. The interior country 
afforded a more agreeable appearance, being pleafantly imterfperfed 
with hills and dales, and covered with lofty foreft trees of confiderable 
magnitude, which our glaffes plainly diftinguifhed; though we could 
nowhere perceive any {moke or other indication of the country being 
inhabited. ‘Towards noon, the Chatham made the fignal for having 
difcovered a port to the northward; into which they were directed 
to lead; but finding it only a fhallow bay, we foon bore away along 
the coaft. Our obferved latitude was 35° 8’, longitude 117° 6’ 90”. In 
this fituation, the coaft, by compafs, extended from n. 68 w. to s. 83 E. 
the neareft fhore bearing nN. 6 w. about a league diftant; in the morn- 
ing the variation by our furveying compafs was obferved to be 6° 30’ 
weltwardly. The coaft we paffed along in the afternoon differed little 
from that noticed in the morning, but the land country was not 
fuficiently elevated to be feen beyond the hills near the fea fide. At 
fix in the evening, a {mall detached iflet bore, by compafs, s. 87 E. 
the eafternmoft part of the main in fight N. 86 E. a projeéting point 
whence extends weftward:a long range of white cliffs N. 76 £. the neareft 
fhore N.24£. diftant 5 miles ; and the wefternmoft land in fight, the fame 
which formed the eaftern,extreme at noon, N.45w. The wind was 
very gentle with alternate calms, and the weather, during the night, 
was mild and pleafant. In the morning of the 28th, we found our pro- 
grefs had been very flow along the coaft, although our diftance from the 
fhore had increafed, with foundings from 40 to 50 fathoms. We had 
again an opportunity of obferving the fun eclipfed, but were not fo 
fortunate as to notice its commencement, or greate{t ob{curation ; the 
end was however obferved by Mr. Whidbey to be at 19° 43’ 53”, and by 
myfelf 19" 43’ 46" apparent time ; this was afcertained by our fextant te- 
lefcope, as recommended on a former occafion. I much regretted that 
we had not gained a port on this coaft, where, on fhore, we might have 
compared fuch obfervations with the refults from better inftruments, 


which would have tended to eftablifh the utility of the procefs. The 
latitude 
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latitude at this junéture was 95° 25. It was now proved, that the 
white cliffs feen the preceding night, formed the fouthernmoft point 
of this part of the coaft, which I diftinguifhed by the name of CAPE 
Howe, in honor of that noble earl. It is fituated in latitude 395° 17’, lon- 
gitude 117° 52’. The {mall detached iflet lies from cape Howe 5s. 68 E. 
diftant 3 leagues. The land confidered on tuefday night as the eaftern- 
moft part of the main now appeared to be an iland, beyond which were 
feen a high rocky bluff pomt, and a high mountain forming the eaftern- 
moft land in fight. A light breeze from the N. N.w. permitted us to 
draw in with the coaft; which at noon bore by compals from N. 50 w. . 
to N. 37 E. the high mountain N. 95 E. to the eaftward of which, around 
hummock, feemingly detached n. 52 ©. the land appearing like an 
iland, N. 16 w. to N. 24 w. was now feen to comprehend a clufter of 
barren rocky ifles, which being the neareft land was about 10 miles 
diftant; and the high rocky bluff pomt n. 8 £. In this fituation, the ob- 
ferved latitude was 35° 22’, longitude 118° 16°; which was 8 miles fur- 
ther fouth, and 11 miles further eaft than the log fhewed. Many whales 
were playing about the fhip during the morning. The high mountain 
confpicuoufly remarkable for its fuperior elevation above the neigh- 
bouring hills, I diftinguifhed, after my highly efteemed friend Sir Alan 
Gardner, by the name of Mount Garpner; and the barren rocky 
clufter of ifles, by the name of Eciirpsze Istanps. ‘The weather was 
pleafant; and aided by a gentle breeze, a port, round the high rocky 
bluff point, foon prefented itfelf, into which the Chatham was directed 
to lead, and, by four, was fufhciently advanced to determine on its eli- 
gibility. The weather by this time had become thick and rainy, with 
much thunder and lightning; but as the foundings contmued regular, 
we ftood into the port, and pafled the high rocky bluff point in 30 
fathoms water; dire€ting our courfe clofe along its fhore, which is a 
high and nearly perpendicular cliff; the founding fuddenly fhoaled to 
12 fathoms, and gradually decreafed afterwards, until abreaft of the 
fecond white fandy beach; where we anchored in 6 fathoms water, 
having.a clear bottom of fine white fand. 


A continuation 
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A continuation of the thick weather prevented our feeing about us un- 
til the morning of the 29th; which being delightfully ferene and pleafant, 
difcovered our fituation to be very fnug and fecure in a fpacious found, 
open 19° of the compafs only to the fea. The high rocky bluff poi ntform- 
ing the s.w. extremity of the found, which, from its f{mooth appearance, 
and being deftitute of verdure, obtained the name BaLtp-Her ap, bore by 
compafs s.85£.; a high rocky ifland in the entrance, which, from its 
beaten appearance by its oppofition to the fea, and s.w. wind, obtain- 
ed the name of BREAK-SEA IsLANp, N. 82 E. to N. 69 E.; Mount 
Gardner N. 70 £.; another high ifland named Micuartmas IsLtanp 
N. 62 §.; a {mall high land called SEAL IsLanp, being a great re- 
fort of thofe animals, north; a low flat rock s.75 w. and to the n.w. 
was an extenfive white fandy beach; which promifing fuccefs to the 
femme, a boat was difpatched with Lieutenant Puget on a fifhing party. 


After breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in the Chatham’s 


cutter, Mr. Menzies, Mr. Whidbey, and myfelf, proceeded in the yawl, 
firft to attend the fuccefs of the fifhermen, and then to examine if the 
found would afford a more eligible fituation than that which we now oc- 
cupied. The feine was hauled on the third fandy beach from Bald-Head 
with little fuccefs. A ftream of frefh water drained there through the 
beach, which, although nearly of the colour of brandy, was exceedingly 
well tafted; by this {tream was a clump of trees, fufficient to anfwer our 
prefent want of fuel. At the borders of this clump was found the moft 
miferable human habitation my eyes ever beheld, which had not long 
been deferted by its proprietor, as on its top was lying a frefh fkin of a 
fifh, commonly called leather jacket, and by its fide, was the excrement 
of fome carnivorous animal, apparently a dog. The fhape of the dwel- 
ling was that of half a beehive, or a hive vertically divided into two 
- equal parts, one of which formed the hut, in height about three feet, and 
in diameter about four feet and an half; it was however conftru€ted with 
fome degree of uniformity, with flight twigs, of no greater fubftance 
than thofe ufed for large baker’s bafkets: the horizontal and vertical twigs 
formed intervals from four to fix inches fquare, and the latter flicking a 
few inches into the earth, were its fecurity and fixed it to the ground. 
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This kind of bafket hut was covered with the bark of trees, and {mall 
green boughs; its back was oppofed to the N.w. whence we concluded 
thofe to be the moft prevailing winds; juft within its front, which was 
open the whole of its diameter, a fire had been made, but excepting the. 
{kin of the fifh before’ mentioned, there were neither bones, fhells, nor 
other indication on what its poor inhabitant had fubfifted.. The re- 
fle€tions which naturally arofe on feeing fo miferable a contrivance for 
fhelter againft the inclemency of feafons, were humiliating in the higheft 
degree ; as they fuggelted im the ftrongeft manner the lowly condition 
of fome of our fellow creatures, rendered yet more pitiable by the appa- 
rent folitude and the melancholy afpeét of the furrounding country, 

which prefented little lefs than famine and diftrefs. 
The fhores confifted either of fteep naked rocks, or a milk-white barren 
fand, beyond which dreary boundary, the furface of the ground feemed 
covered by a deadly green herbage, with, here and there, a few groveling 
fhrubs or dwarf trees fcattered at a great diftance from each other. This 
very unfavorable appearance may not, however, originate from the gene- 
ral fterility of the foil, fince it was evident, fo far as we traverfed the fides 
of the hills, that the vegetation had recently undergone the aétion of fire; 
the largeft of the trees had been burnt, though flightly ; every fhrub had 
fome of its branches completely charred; and the plants lying clofe to 
the ground had not efeaped without injury. Thus entertaining no very 
high opinion of the country, but in the hope of meeting with fome of the 
wretched inhabitants, we proceeded along the fhores of the found, to the 
northward, to a high rocky point that obtained the name of Point 
Possrssion; and, on reaching its fummit, we gained .an excellent 
view of the found in all dire€tions. When on board, we had fuppofed 
that the found branched into three arms, but it now became evident 
that there were only two. One, immediately behind this pomt which 
is alfo its fouthern point of entrance, extended in a circular form, about a 
league acrofs, bounded by a country much refembling that before de- 
feribed, though producing more trees, and with verdure of a livelier 
hue, and approaching more nearly to the water’s edge. ‘The other, lying 
about 3 miles to the n.z, feemed almoft as f{pacious, though its entrance 
appeared 
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appeared very narrow. The furrounding country in its neighbourhood 
prefented a far more fertile and pleafing afpect. Nearly in the center of 
that harbour, was an ifland covered with. the moft beautiful herbage; 
and inftead of the naked rocks and barren fands that compofe the coaft 
of the found, the cliffs which bounded thefe fhores feemed of a reddifh 
clay, and the general texture or character of the foil, appeared to be 
more favorable to the vegetable kingdom, as from the fummits of the 
hills to the water fide was feen a ftately and luxuriant foretft. 

The neceffary obfervations being made at this ftation, the Britith 
‘colours were difplayed, and having drank His Majefty’s health, accom- 
panied by the ufual formalities on fuch occafions, we took poffeflion of 
the country from the land we faw north-weftward of Cape Chatham, fo 
far as we might explore its coafts, in the name of His prefent Majetty, 
for him and for his heirs and fucceflors. This port, the firft which 
we had difcovered, I honored with the name of Kinc GEORGE THE 
‘Turrp’s Sounp; and this day being ‘the anniverfary of Her Royal 
Highnefs Princefs Charlotte Augufta Matilda’s birth, the harbour behind 
Point Pofleffion I called Princess Royat HarsBour; which with the 
found formed Point Pofleffion into a peninfula, united to the main by a 
very narrow barren fandy beach. Here although we could not difcover 
the leaft trace of its having at any time been the refort of the natives, 
yet in every part where we ftrayed, were feen the fame effeéts of fire on 
all the vegetable produétions. 2 

The ceremony of taking pofleffion being finifhed, we found a paflage, 
narrow and fhoal for fome diftance, into the north-eaftern harbour ; 
where a bar was found to extend acrofs its entrance, on which there 
‘was only three fathoms water. Within the harbour, the deep water 
feemed to occupy fome fpace to the n.r. and n.w.; but the day was 
too far advanced to permit our making any particular examination. The 
verdant ifland covered with luxuriant grafs and other vegetables ter- 
minated the extent of our refearches; and as the fituation of the veffels 
feemed as convenient as any other for procuring what the found might af- 
ford, I determined to return on board, and lofe no time in availing myfelf 
of the benefits it prefented.- In our way out of this harbour, the boats 
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grounded on a bank we had not before perceived ; this was covered with 
oyfters of a moft delicious flavour, on which we fumptuoufly regaled, 
and, loading in about half an hour, the boats for our friends on board, 
we commemorated the difcovery by calling 11 OysrER Harsour. 

In the morning of the goth, we began cutting wood and providing 
water, which fufficiently employed all our healthy men; whilft thofe who 
were {till indifpofed were direéted to amufe themfelves on fhore. F inding 
it practicable to place the {hip much nearer to the {pot whence the 
wood and water were procured, the next day fhe was removed; and, by 
funday, we had made fuch progrefs, that the yawl could be fpared for 
the further examination of the found. In her 1 proceeded to Princefs 
Royal harbour, where, near a rocky cliff, on the s.w. fide, was found a 
fmall fhallow ftream of.excellent water. On tracing its meanders through 
a copfe it brought us to adeferted village of the natives, amidft the trees, 
on nearly a level {pot of ground, confifting of about two dozen miferable 
huts moftly of the fame fafhion and dimenfions, with that before defcribed, 
though no one of them feemed fo recently erected. This village had, 
probably, been the refidence of, what may in this country be efteemed, a 
confiderable tribe ; andthe conftruction of it afforded us an opportunity 
of concluding, that however humble the ftate of their exiftence might be, 
they were not deftitute of diftinétions. Two orthree huts were larger, and 
differed in fhape from the reft, as if a couple were fixed clofe to the fide 
of each other; but the parts which in that cafe would have caufed a fepa- 
ration were removed, and the edges joined clofe together; as defcribed in 
the plate, leaving the whole of their fronts open, and increafing their 
diameter about one third more than the reft. Yet were they not an inch 
loftier, nor were they of greater extent from the front to the back than 
the fingle one before mentioned. Fires had been made m the fronts of all, 
but not recently; and, excepting fome branches of trees that feemed to 


-have been lately broken down, there were not any figns of this place hav- 


ing been vifited for fome time; and although we were very induftrious to 
afcertain the food on which the inhabitants of this village fubfifted, we 
fiill remained in ignorance of it; as neither fhells, bones, nor any other 
reliéts, which might ferve as indications, could be found, notwithftanding 

this 
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this place had the appearance of a principal refort; for befides the 
habitations already mentioned, which were in pretty good repair, there 
were many others in different flates of decay. ‘This {pot was interfetted 
with feveral {mall ftreams of water, yet the fame marks of fire were evi- 
dent on all the vegetable kingdom; although none of the huts feemed to 
have been affetted by it, which led me to fuppofe that this general fire, 
was of a lefs recent date than at firft I had imagined. In one of the larger 
huts, probably the refidence of a chief, towards which were feveral paths 
leading in different direétions, fome beads, nails, knives, looking glaffes, 
and medals, were depofited as tokens of our friendly difpofition, and to 
induce any of the natives, who might, unperceived by us, have been in 
the neighbourhood, to favour us with a vifit. Having gratified our 
curiofity, though at the expence of our feelings, in contemplating thefe 
very wretched and humiliating efforts of human ingenuity, we returned 
on board, and having by the morning of the 4th replenifhed our water, 
and taken on board a fupply of firewood, Meflrs. Puget and Whidbey 
went to Oyfter Harbour, with three boats, for the purpofe of hauling 
the feine, and obtaining a quantity of thofe fhell fifh, previoufly to our 
proceeding the following morning to fea. In this part of our plan, how- 
ever, we were difappomted, as the wind which had blown a fteady 
moderate breeze from the N.w. towards the evening blew a ftrong gale 
from the s.z. witha heavy fwell, and prevented the return of the boats ; 
at the fame time that the cloudinefs of the weather precluded me from 
making thofe lunar obfervations, for the fole purpofe of obtaining which 
I had remained on board. 

The gale moderating the next morning, the boats returned, not hay- 
ing been very fuccefsful with the feine, but bringing a fufficient fupply 
of oyfters not only for our convalefcents, but for the affording’ alfo of 
‘two or three excellent meals for all hands. As the s.z. wind and a 
heavy fea in the offing prevented our departure, Mr. Broughton was 
employed in examining the eaftern fide of the found from Oyfter Har- 
bour to Mount Gardner: this was found nearly a ftraight and compaét 
fhore, on which Mr. Broughton landed in feveral places, where the fame 
effeéts of fire were evident, although there were not any traces of the 
natives or of their habitations to be difcovered, 
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The like caufes of detention full operating, on friday the 7th a party was 
made for the further examination of Oyfter Harbour, and by a little ex- 
curfion into the country on.that fide to acquire fome information. of its 
natural productions, and, if poffible alfo, of the natives. After exa- 
mining the channel as we proceeded to the upper part of the harbour, 
our attention was direfted to feveral large black {wans in very ftately 
attitudes fwimming on the water, and, when flymg, difcovering the un- 
der parts of their wings and breaft to be white: this is all the defeription 
we were enabled to give of them, fince they were exceffively fhy, and we 
very indifferent markf{men. In the northern corner of the harbour, we 
landed near a rivulet navigable only for canoes and {mall boats... It me+ 
andered in a northern direétion between the hills, which opening to the 
eaft and weft, prefented a fpacious plain with foreft trees occupying 
the banks of the rivulet, and the fides of the hills, even to their very 
fummits. We proceeded about a league by the fide of the rivulet, 
which flowed through fo dead a flat, that its motion was f{earcely percep- 
tible, and continued to be brackifh, although in its paflage it received 
feveral other {maller ftreams of moft excellent water. In it were an 
abundance of very fine fifh, and on its banks were many black fwans, 
ducks, curlews, and other wild fowl. On the fides of this ftream, as well 
as on the fhores in Oy{ter Harbour, were feen the remains of feveral fifh 
wears, about eight or nine inches high, evidently the forry contrivance 
of the wretched inhabitants of the country: fome of thefe were con- 
{tru€ted with loofe {tones, others with fticks, and ftumps of wood; but 
none of them were likely to be of much utility at this feafon, as feveral 
were placed nearly at, and others above, what now feemed the high 
water mark; but we fuppofed at times, when the rain or other caufe 


- fhould extend the rivulet beyond its prefent bounds, which in width did 


not exceed thirty yards, and'in depth four or five feet, thefe humble 
contrivances might arreft fome {mall fifh. Great bodies of water evidently 
pafs down this ftream at certain feafons, as appeared by the river’s courfe 
occupying from two to three hundred yards on each fide the rivulet, the 
foil of which was compofed of fea fand and broken fhells, and was deftitute 
of any vegetable production. This fpace when overflowed mutt, from its 

winding 


ROUNDITHE WORLD. 


winding courfe, form a moft beautiful fheet of water. The wears for the 
taking fifh, and {teps made in the bark for the purpofe of afcending fome 
of the largeft trees, though both exceffively rude, were undoubtedly the 
effeéts of manual labour, and, with the huts, formed the only indications 
of the country being inhabited, that we were able to difcern. There 
were no paths in the woods, nor were any {mokes to be feen over the 
extenfive country we beheld, which fully fatisfied us, that any further 
fearch for the natives would be fruitlefs ; and therefore we returned by a 
different route to the boats. In our way we faw. the remains: of two 
fimilar huts. Near thefe was an ants neft much of the fame fhape and 
magnitude, though finifhed in a very fuperior ftyle and manner, and 
fhewing how very humble is the ftate of human exiftence, when unaflifted 
by civil fociety, and undirected by the fciences. Having eaten our falt 
beef we proceeded homewards, much mortified that the many wild fowl 
we had feen had efcaped our vigilance; but that we might not return 
empty handed, we {topped at one of the oyfter banks, where in about 
half an hour we loaded our boat, and returned on board about g o'clock 
in the evening. The bank on which we found them in greateft plenty 
and the beft flavoured, is that which extends from the north or low point 
of the entrance towards the little verdant ifland. The wind blewa {trong 
gale from the £.s.£. and a very heavy fea ran without the found; but the 
veflels within rode perfeétly quiet. ‘This fort of weather, with much rain, 
continued until monday, when we entertained hopes of getting to fea, as 
the wind veered to the fouth; but foon again refuming its former diree- 
tion, attended by the heavy fea in the offing, we remained at anchor until 
the next day; which being more favourable to our purpofe, though the 
wind was ftill adverfe, we weighed, and turned out of the found. About 
4 in the afternoon, we regained the ocean ; but the wind at £.N.£E. pre- 
vented our f{teering along the coaft, and obliged us to ftand to the fouth- 
eaftward. Whilft we were getting under weigh, I caufed to be depofited 
in the hut at the watering place, fome beads, knives, looking-glaffes, and 
other trinkets, as a compenfation to its folitary owner, fhould he ever re- 
turn, for the wood we had cut down, and deprived him of: and to 
commemorate our vifit, near the ftump of one of the trees we had felled, 
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ina pile of ftones, raifed for the purpofe of attraéting the attention of any 
European, was left a bottle fealed up, containing a parchment on which 
were infcribed the names of the veffels, and of the commanders; with 
the name given to the found, and the date of our arrival and departure. 
Another bottle, containing a fimilar memorandum, was likewifle depofited 
on the top of Seal Ifland, with a ftaff ere€ted to conduét any vifitor to it, 
on which was affixed a medal of the year 1789. Thofe who may meet 
with the ftaff will moft probably difcover the bottle hidden near it. This 
precaution was here taken, on a prefumption that Seal Ifland was en- 
tirely out of the reach of the inhabitants, which might not. be the cafe 
where the firft bottle was fecreted. 

At fun-fet the Eclipfe Iflands by compafs bore n.74 w. Bald-head n. 
45 w. Mount Gardner n.13£. the hummock mentioned on the 28th, 
now evidently an, ifland, N. 56 £. to N. 51 E. and the eafternmoft part 
of the main in fight n. 42 £. whence the coaft appeared to take a fharp 
turn to the northward. As we ftood to the s.x. the wind gradually 
veered to the north, which, by day light, led us out of fight of the coaft; 
but as in the forenoon it was calm and the atmofphere very clear, Mount 
Gardner was {een bearing N.w. 18 leagues diftant. In this fituation we had 
much {well from the eaftward ; and foundings could not be gained at the 
depth of 200 fathoms. The obferved latitude was 35° 37’, longitude 119° 
2.4’, which was 2’ to the fouth, and 16’ to the eaft, of what the log fhewed. 
The wind was light and variable until the evening, when it fettled ina 
fteady breeze at s.w.; the fwell from the eaft, and £.s. x. ftill continu- 
ing, indicated the land in that direction to be at fome diftances Our un- 
expe€ted detention by the late eaftwardly winds, and the advanced feafon, 
confpired greatly againft profecuting refearches on this coaft; I deter- 
mined, however, not to abandon that favorite objet, provided the tafk 
fhould not prove too dangerous, and intricate ; or that the dire¢tion of the 
coaft fhould not lead us too far out of our way ; as, mm refpett of the for- 
mer, I atted without any authority in the inveftigation; and, in refpeét of 
the latter, our time would not now admit of fufficient leifure to perfevere 
in the purfuit. Under thefe confiderations our courfe was dire¢ted to the 
N.E. during the night, in hopes of pafling within fight of the land lying to 
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the eaftward of Mount Gardner, fo as to conneét our furvey. Not 
gaining bottom with 110 to 140 fathoms of line; and there being at day- 
break no appearance of the coaft, we fteered north, which foon brought 
us within fight of land to the N.w. making like three iflands; but on a 
nearer approach, the two wefternmoft were evidently connected by low 
land to the main: butthe conneéting of the northernmoft being uncer- 
tain, it obtained the name of Dousrrut ISLAND. 

From the wefternmoft land feen this morning, to the eafternmoft land 
feen on tuefday evening, is a {pace of 14 leagues, ftretching s. 58 w. and 
N.58 £. in which no land was feen. The depth of water was at this time 
30 fathoms ; the bottom coarfe fand, with broken fhells and coral. The 
weather was delightfully pleafant ; and, with a gentle gale at s. w. we 
fteered along the coaft, which now took a direétion N. 55 £. our diftance 
from the fhore from 2 to 4 leagues. Doubtful Ifland, and the fhores to 
the s.w. of it, nearly refembled the reft of the coaft; but to the n.r. the 
coaft prefented a very different profpeét; being compofed of high de- 
tached clufters of craggy mountains, on a bafe of low and to all ap- 
pearance level land, well wooded, particularly to the n.w. of Doubtful 
Ifland, where the land falls back to a confiderable diftance, forming 
either a deep well-fheltered bay, or a low flat country. At noon, 
a high bluff point, extending from the northernmoft clufter of moun- 
tains, the eafternmoft land then in fight, bore by compafs N. 24 E. 
the moft weftern and confpicuous clufter of apparently difunited moun- 
tains N.67 w. about g leagues diftant; and the eaft point of Doubtful 
Ifland, the wefternmoft Jand at that time vifible, s.79 w. This land 
forms a remarkable point on the coaft, and is in latitude 34° 29’, longi- 
tude 119° 49; which, after admiral Lord Hood, I diftinguifhed by the 
name of Point Hoop. In this fituation, our obferved latitude was 
- 34° 185, longitude 120° 14'; being 19’ more to the north, and 6’ more to 
the eaft, than appeared by the log. Soon after mid-day, low land was 
defcried, f{tretching out from the high bluff point, which we found fitu- 
ated not immediately on the fhore, but fome diftance inland, whence a 
very low country extends to the fea coaft, which takes a diretion s.70 £. 
breakers nm two detached places were difcovered at this time lying at 
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fome diftance from the land; the néareft of thefe about 1 o’clock, bore 
by compals n.z. 4 miles diftant; the other, vifible only from the maft- 
head, appeared to lie from the former z. by N. 2 leagues diftant. At 
this time the depth of water was 35 fathoms; and as the wind blew 
direétly on the fhore, and the main land, though not more than 4 leagues 
off, was not fufhciently high to be diftinétly feen from the deck; we 
hauled our tacks on board, and ftood to the s.r. increafing our diftance 
very flowly. At fix in the evening, the neareft land was a rocky iland, 
about 2 miles in circuit, which bore by compafs N. 13 £. 8 miles diftant ; 
and from the maft-head, the flat low coaft was vifible as far as E.N.E.; 
at g the depth of water had gradually mcreafed to 40 fathoms. Confi- 
dering our prefent as the moft prudent tack to remain upon until we 
fhould meet fhoals, or other impediments, I direéted the Chatham to 
lead and found; our depth gradually increafed to 54 fathoms, and the 
coa{t in the morning was in fight from N.x£. to eaft. The wind blew a 
light breeze from the s.s.z. with which we fteered for the land until 
about nine, when we tacked in 60 fathoms. The land in fight, at that time, 
from the maft-head bore by compafs from N.N.w. to E. byN. eachextre- 
mity 5 or 6 leagues diftant; all this was fuppofed to be the main, though 
between north and £.N.£. the land appeared fomewhat broken, occafi- 
oned peihaps by fome of its parts being elevated a little above the reft 
of the fhore, off which breakers were feen to lie at fome diftance ; and the 
Jand, which in the morning bore eaft, and now bore by compals N. 87 £. 
8 miles diftant, was evidently a rocky ifland about a league in circuit, 
much refembling that which we pafled the preceding evening. It 
proved the termination of our refearches on this coaft, and thence ob- 
tained the name of TERMINATION ISLAND; on. it the fea broke with 
much violence, and between it, and the main, was a {mall low iflet. The 
great depth of water indicated that the bank of foundings, which we had 
hitherto found extending along the coaft, terminated alfo on its approach 
to this ifland, as we had no where found fo great a depth of water at this 
fmall diftance from the fhore; which, on being increafed a few miles 
only, put the {hip intirely out of foundings. At noon, the obferved la- 
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titude was 34°34’. longitude 121°52’; 22 miles further eaft, and 4 fur- 
ther north than fhewn by the log. In this fituation the main land from 
the maft-head was feen bearing by compafs n.N.w. to E.N.E.4E.; and 
Termination Ifland fituated in latitude 34°32’, longuude 122° 8’; N.84 5. 
Between the eafternmoft part of the main, feen the preceding evening, and 
the wefternmoft feen this morning, is a fpace of 10 leagues, which we 
paffed in the night without obferving land; yet, from the regularity of 
the foundings, there can be little doubt of its being one continued coaft, 
and that the courfe by us made good s. 76 £. is nearly parallel to its di- 
reCtion. The whole of this low country prefented a dreary afpeét, def- 
titute of wood, or herbage, and interfperfed with white and brown patches, 
occafioned, moft probably, by the different. colours of fand or rock, of 
which it is compofed. We here noticed more coaft and oceanic birds, 
than we had feen on any other part of the fhores: as, befides gunnets, and 
two or three different forts of tern, albatroffes, and petrels, particularly 
the black and footy, were in great abundance. The weather continued 
very fine, with a light variable breeze in the eaftern quarter, whichdrew us, 
not only out of fight, and fome diftance from the coaft, but prevented 
our making much progrefs in the direétion, in which it feemed to bend, 
until the 16th; when the wind, fettling in the weftern board, we fteered 
to the E.N.E. in hopes of falling in with the land; and in the event of 
its taking a more northerly dire€tion, the Chatham was ordered to look 
out 3 leagues on the larboard beam. At noon, the obferved latitude was 
35° 30, the longitude 122° 4o’.. At this time, the wind fuddenly fhifted 
to the fouthward, and was accompanied by a very heavy fwell in that 
direétion, which ftrongly indicating the approach of boifterous weather, 
the Chatham’s fignal was made to join, and our courfe was direéted to 
E.S.E.; not daring, under all the circumftances of our fituation, to run 
_ the rifk of encountering bad weather on an unexplored coaft, that pre- 
fented to us fo many dangers. Befides, as the lownefs of the fhores 
which we had lately feen, and the diftant fhoals that we had found ex- 
tending from them, would exaét particular caution as we proceeded, 
more time would neceffarily be required in the profecution of fuch an 
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inquiry, than the main objeét of our voyage would at prefent allow. I 
was therefore compelled to relinquifh, with great reluctance, the favorite 
projeét of further examining the coaft of this unknown though interefting 
country; and, dire€ting our route over an hitherto untraverfed part of 
thefe feas, we proceeded without further delay towards the pacific 
ocean. 


CHAPTER 
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Remarks on the country and productions on part of the fouth-weft coaft of 
New Holland—Extraordinary devaftation by fire—Aftronomical and 
nautical obfervations. 


ALTHOUGH the confiderations adverted to in the foregoing chapter, 
rendered it impracticable to explore the s.w. coaft of New Holland to 
the extent my withes firft led me to imagine, and prevented our afcertain- 
ing its boundary and conneétion with, or feparation from, Van Dieman’s 


Land; yet the information we have acquired, will open a field to thofe-: 


whofe duty it may hereafter be to perform that tafk; by fhewing, that its 
S.W. part may be approached with the greateft fafety, as its fhores are bold 
with regular foundings to the diftance of 8 or g leagues; and by the dif- 
covery of the very excellent harbour in King George the Third’s Sound. 
Confidering therefore its fituation and conveniences as likely to become 
of material importance to thofe whofe purfuits may induce them to navi- 
gate this and the pacific ocean, it may not be uninterefting to detail, in 
a more particular manner, the circumftances that occurred during our 
vifit to a country hitherto fo little known to Europeans. 

Our furvey comprehended an extent of 110 leagues, in which fpace we 
faw no other haven or place of fecurity for {hipping than the found before 
mentioned ; notwithftanding the opinion of Dampier, who has confidered 
_ the whole of the weftern part of New Holland as confifting of a clufter of 
iflands. He was undoubtedly a judicious obferver, of very fuperior talents ; 
and, it is moft likely, formed his opinion from the many iflands which he 
found compofing the exterior coatft of the N.w. part of this extenfive coun- 
try. However juft may be his conclufions as to that part of New Holland, 
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they certainly do not apply to its fouth weftern fide, as no very material 
feparation, either by rivers, or arms of the fea, was difcovered in the 
neighbourhood of our furvey. Had fuch breaks in the coaft exifted, and 
had they efcaped our obfervation, it is highly probable we fhould have 
met in the fea, or feen driven on its fhores, drift wood and other 
productions of the interior country. The very deep colour alfo of 
the feveral {treams of water may poffibly be occafioned by the quality of 
the foil through which they flow; whence it may be inferred that, if any 
confiderable inland waters had their fource far in the country, or if any 
great body defcended from its fhores, the fea along the coaft would in fome 
meafure have been difcoloured; but neither of thefe evidences exifted, 
for, on our approach to the land, there was no previous appearance to in- 
dicate its vicinity. This opinion was further corroborated on infpecting 
the habitations and places of the natives’ refort; where not the leaft re- 
mains of canoes, or other circumftance prefented itfelf, which could con- 
vey the moft diftant idea of thefe people having ever trufted themfelves 
on the water; a circumftance which it is reafonable to fuppofe would fome- 
times have happened, had their country been infulated, or their travelling 
interrupted by large rivers or arms of the fea; efpectally as all appear- 
ances favored the conje€ture of their being, by no means, a ftationary 
people. There was great reafon, however, to conclude, that the coun- 
try was well fupplied with frefh water ; as wherever we chanced to land, 
we eafily procured that valuable article, not only where the foil was of 
confiderable depth, but from ftreamlets iffuing out of the folid rocks. 
This feemed to be the cafe even on the moft elevated land, which caufed 
a very fingular appearance when the fun fhone in certain dire€tions on 
thofe mountains whofe furfaces were deftitute of foil; for on thefe made 
humid by the continually oozing of the water, a bright glare was pro- 

duced that gave them the refemblance of hills covered with fow. 
Our refearches afforded little matter worthy of notice excepting 
fuch as appertained to King George the Third’s Sound. This pcrt 
has its entrance in latitude 95° 5’, longitude 118° 17’. It is eafily 
known on approaching it from the weftward, as it is the firft open- 
ing in the coaft that prefents any appearance like an harbour, 
eaftward 
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eaftward of cape Chatham. The Eclipfe Iflands being the only 
detached land that can be fo regarded, are an excellent guide to the 
found, having, between them and Bald-head, fome rocks on which the 
fea breaks with great violence. The port is fafe, and eafy of accefs any 
where between its outer points of entrance, Bald-head, and Mount 
Gardner, lying N. 625. and s. 62 w. 11 miles diftant from each 
other. Mount Gardner is not lefs confpicuous and ufeful in pointing 
out the found from the eaftern quarter, than in its being rendered very 
remarkable by its handfome fhape, and its rocky, and almoft uninter- 
rupted polifhed furface to its fummit. Its bafe may be faid rather to form 
the eaftern extent of the coaft, than the oppofite point of the found, 
there being within it a projection which more properly forms the n.r. 
point of the found, lying from Bald-head n. 30 £. about 5 miles dif- 
tant. Between thefe latter points are Michaelmas, and Break Sea 
iflands, each about a league in circuit, one mile apart, nearly equidiftant 
between the two points, and affording to all appearance good channels on 
every fide. The water fuddenly decreafes in its depth from 30 to 12 
fathoms; the latter depth uniformly continuing acrofs from point o point, 
Ifhould conceive, muft be an additional means of preventing any very 
heavy fea from rolling into the found; which, in the moft expofed place 
of anchorage convenient to the fhore, is only open from E. by N. to s.r. 
by £. Between thefe limits are fituated the two iflands above mentioned, 
whence the found extends w. by nN. about two leagues to Point Poffeffion, 
and from our anchorage to Oyfter Harbour, north about the fame dif- 
tance, with regular foundings in mid-channel of 12 to 15, and 10 to6 
fathoms clofe to the fhore, excepting near Seal Ifland, where there is a 
hole of 21 fathoms. The Difcovery and Chatham were moored in a fitua- 
tion, not only very convenient as to communication with the fhore, but I 
believe, in perfeét fecurity as it refpeéted the element: for although the 
fea broke fometimes with fuch violence on Break Sea Ifland, that the 
furf ranged to its elevated fummit, during a continuance of the boifterous 
weather ; yetit did not occafion us the leaft inconvenience. A more eligible 
fituation if required in the found might very probably be met with above 
the flat rock, as veflels would be there more completely land locked; 
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anda convenient fandy cove, eafily to be difcovered in that neighbour- 
hood, a {tream of excellent frefh water flows into, which though to all 
appearance not better in quality than the water we received on board, 
was yet more pleafing to the eye, not being of fo deep a colour. 

Princefs Royal’s Harbour admits of a paflage into it about a quarter of 
a mile wide; neareft to the northern fhore the depth is 5 or 6 fathoms, but 
on the fouthern, not more than 34 and 9 fathoms water; occafioned by 
banks of coral rock which are very confpicuous, and, not being hable to 
any of the violent agitations of the fea, are by no means dangerous. 
Within the points of entrance, the. depth is regularly from 4 to 7 fa- 
thoms, and the bottom clear, good holding ground. This depth, though 
occupying part only of the harbour, yet affords a fufficient {pace for 
feveral veffels to ride in fafety. 

Oyfter Harbour is rendered admiffible alone for veflels of a middle 
fize, by the fhallownefs of the water on the bar, extending from fhore to 
fhore, on which we found 17 feet water only, although the depth in- 
creafed from 5 to 7 fathoms on each fide. The deep water within the 
harbour did not feem of any great extent. In both thefe harbours the 
communication with the country 1s rendered unpleafant by the fhallow 
depth of water in moft places extending to a great diftance from the 
fhore. This inconveniency could eafily be remedied, fhould it ever be 
an object fo todo, by wharfs; although it 1s not unlikely that on a more 
minute infpeétion the neceffity for fuch a meafure would ceafe to appear. 

In navigating the found, we did not obferve any danger that was not 
fufficiently conf{picuous to be avoided: circumftances however did not 
admit of our acquiring that fatisfa€tory information refpeéting Princefs 
Royal and Oyfter harbours which fall into it, that could have been wifhed ; 
yet fo far as relates to the found, the annexed {ketch will I believe be 
found to contain no very material error. 

The appearance of this country along the coafts, refembles, in moft 
refpe€ts, that of Africa about the cape of Good Hope. The furface 
feemed to be chiefly compofed of fand mixed with decayed vegetables, 
varying exceedingly in point of richnefs; and although bearing a great 
fimilarity, yet indicating a foil fuperior in quality to that in the 1mme- 
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diate neighbourhood of Cape Town. The principal component. part 
of this country appeared to be coral; and it would feem that its eleva- 
tion above the ocean is of modern date, not only from the fhores, and 
the bank which extends along the coaft being, generally {fpeaking,. com- 
pofed of coral, as was evident by our lead never defcending to the bot- 
tom without bringing up coral on its return; but by coral being found 
on the higheft hills we afcended; particularly on the fummit of Bald- 
Head, which is fufficiently above the level of the fea to be feen at 12 or 
14 leagues diftance. Here the coral was entirely in its original ftate; 
particularly in one level {pot, comprehending about eight acres, which pro- 
duced not the leaft herbage on the white fand that occupied this fpace ; 
through which the branches of coral protruded, and were found ftand- 
ing exactly like thofe feen in the beds of coral beneath the furface of the 
fea, with ramifications of different fizes, fome not half an inch, others 
four or five inches in circumference. In thefe fields of coral, (if the term 
field be allowable.) of which there were feveral, fea fhells were in 
great abundance, fome nearly in a perfect {tate ftill adhering to the coral, 
others in different ftages of decay. The coral was friable in various 
degrees; the extremities of the branches, fome of which were nearly four 
feet above the fand, were eafily reduced to powder, whilft thofe clofe 
to, or under the furface, required fome {mall force to break them from 
the rocky foundation from whence they appeared to f{pring. I have feen 
coral in many places at a confiderable diftance from the fea; but in no 
other inftance have I feen it fo elevated, and in fuch a ftate of perfection, 

In the lower lands we frequently met with extenfive traéts occupied 
by a kind of okerifh fwampy peat, or moorifh foil of a very dark brown 
colour, forming as it were a cruft, which fhook and trembled when 
walked upon; with water oozing through, or running over the furface, 
- in all dire€tions. Through this foil moft of the ftreams take their courfe, 
and it is to their impregnation in the paflage, that the general high co- 
lour of the water is to be'attributed. Thefe fwamps were not always 
confined to low and level fpots, but were found on the acclivity of the 
higher lands ; and where thefe did not occupy the fides of the hills, the 
foil was deep, and appeared infinitely more produ€tive than the furface 
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of the plains; efpecially that through which the rivulet in Oyfter Harbour 
has been mentioned to flow. In that plain we found, at irregular in- 
tervals, juft beneath the furface, a fubftratum of an apparently imperfett 
chalk, or a rich white marle, feemingly formed of the fame decayed fhells, 
with which the courfe of the river abounded. Thefe ftrata, about eight or 
ten yards broad, run perpendicularly to the rivulet; their depth we had 
not leifure to examine, although there feemed little doubt of finding this 
{ubftance in fufficient abundance for the purpofes of manure, fhould the 
cultivation of this country ever be in contemplation. The general ftruc- 
ture of it feems very favorable to fuch an attempt, as the mountains are 
neither {teep nor numerous; nor do the rifing grounds form fuch hills 
as bid defiance to the plough, while they produce that fort of diverfity 
which is grateful to the eye, and not unpleafant to the traveller. 

This chalky earth was alfo found in the neighbourhood of a moorifh 
foil; and, on a more minute examination, feemed much to refemble an 
earth defcribed in Cronftadt’s Mineralogy at the bottom of his note (y), 
page 21. It did not fhew any figns of effervefcence with acids, nor did 
it burn into lime; but, like the earth alluded to, contains a number of 
{mall tranfparent cryftals. Thefe were vifible without a microfcope; 
and as, on applying the blow pipe, vitrification took place, it might 
probably be ufefully appropriated in making a fort of porcelain. 

The ftones we found were chiefly of coral, with a few black and brown 
pebbles, flate, quartz, two or three forts of granite, with fome fand ftones, 
but none feeming to poffefs any metallic quality. 

The climate, if a judgment may be formed by fo {hort a vifit, feemed 
delightful: for though we contended with fome boifterous weather on our 
approach to the coaft, nothing lefs ought reafonably to have been ex- 
peéted at the feafon of the vernal equinox, and breaking up of the win- 
ter. The gales we experienced in King George the ‘Third’s Sound, were 
not of fuch violence as to put veflels at fea paft their topfails; although 
whift the s.w. wind continued a moft violent fea broke with incredible 
fury on the exterior fhores. This however can eafily be imagined, when 
the extenfive uninterrupted range which the wind in that dire€tion has over 
the Indian ocean is taken into confideration: during the continuance of 
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Farenheit’s thermometer, at the time of year anfwering to the beginning of -~—~ 


april inthe northern hemifphere, ftood at 59°; but at all other times during 
our f{tay, varied between 58° and 64°, and the barometer from 29°90’ to 30° 
50': Slight colds were caught by the crew, which ought rather to be imputed 
to their own want of care than to the climate, as, on getting to fea, the 
parties foon recovered. Our convalefcents in the flux received much be- 
nefit, though their health could not yet be confidered as thoroughly re- 
eftablifhed... Thefe circumftances induced an opinion, that the climate 
and foil bid fair to be capable of producing all the effentials, and many of 
the luxuries of life; although on the fubjeé& of agricultural improvement, I 
felt myfelf as unqualified to determine, as to enumerate {cientifically the 
feveral trees, fhrubs, and plants with which the country abounds. Of the 
two latter there appeared a great variety, and I believe afforded to Mr. 
Menzies much entertainment and employment. Amongft the moft re- 
markable was the gum plant, found every where in great abundance, 
and anfwering, in all its characters, to the defcription and reprefentation 
of that plant found at port Jackfon, as mentioned in Philips’s. voyage. 
Wild celery was found in quantities fufficient for our pea-foup, and daily 
to fupply the people by way of fauce to their falted meat: this with fam- 
phire were the only eatable vegetables we procured. Other plants were 
numerous, and afforded a great variety of beautiful flowers. The fhrubs 
alfo were abundant, and of many fpecies; but neither thefe nor the 
trees grew fo clofely together as materially to incommode travelling, even 
in the neighbourhood of Oy{ter Harbour, where the country is very well 
wooded ; and as the branches of the trees do not approach within feveral 
feet of the ground, an extenfive view is admitted in every direction. 
- The foreft trees feemed of four different forts. The moft common much 
_ refembled the holly, but thefe were not of the larger fort; that which I 
took to be the gum tree of New South Wales, by its foliage and its pro- 
ducing a confiderable quantity of gum, feemed to be a hard, ponderous, 
clofe-grained wood: of this defeription the larger trees feemed chiefly to 
confift; one of thefe meafured 9 feet 4 inches in girth, and was of a propor- 
sionable height. Thofe from which our fuel was procured were of the myr- 
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tle tribe, not unlike the pimento of the Weft Indies, in fhape, appearance, 
and aromatic flavor of the foliage; and in the hard and clofe texture of 
the wood, which makes an excellent and pleafant fire, burning cheer- 
fully yet confuming flow; whilft, from the fmoke, a very {picy agreeable 
fragrance is exhaled. Thefe do not, in general, grow to large timbers ; 
but there 1s another f{pecies much refembling them, with rather broader 
leaves, and poffefling like them an aromatic flavor, which grow toa con- 
fiderable fize. Thefe, with a fpecies not unlike the filver tree of the 
cape of Good Hope, were the trees that were found generally to com- 
pole the foretft. 

For the benefit of thofe who may vifit the country hereafter, fome vine- 
cuttings and water-creffes were planted on the ifland in Oyfter Harbour, 
and at the place from whence we procured our fuel; and an affortment of 
garden feeds, with fome almonds, orange, lemon and pumkin feeds were 
fown. The whole being the produce of Africa, I fhould have entertain- 
ed little doubt of their fuccefs, had it not been, that there was much to 
apprehend in their bemg over-run by the natural produétions of the 
country. 

Of the animal kingdom, fo far as relates to the tenants of the earth, 
little information was derived. The only quadruped feen was one dead 
kangaroo; the dung, however, of thefe or fome other animals feeding 
on vegetables, was almoft every where met with, and frequently fo frefh 
as to indicate that the animal could not be far removed. 

Of the birds that live in or refort to the woods, the vulture may be 
faid to be the moft common, as we faw feveral of this fpecies, or at 
leaft, birds that were fo confidered. Hawks of the falcon tribe, with fe- 
veral others of that genus; a bird much refembling the Englifh crow, 
parrots, parroquets, and a variety of {mall birds, fome of which fung 
very melodioufly, were thofe which attracted our attention the moft ; 
but all were fo exceflively wild and watchful, that few fpecimens could be ~ 
procured. Of the water fowl, the black fwan feemed as numerous as 
any other fpeciés of aquatic birds in the neighbourhood of Oyfter Har- 
bour, but they were feen in ‘no other place. There were alfo black and 
white pelicans of a large fort, feen at.a diftance; and though ducks were 
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in great numbers, we were very unfuccelsful in taking them. A very 
peculiar one was fhot, of a darkifh grey plumage, with a bag like that 
of a lizard hanging under its throat; which {melt fo intolerably of mufk 
that it fcented nearly the whole fhip. There were alfo many grey cur- 
lews, and fea-pies ; of the Jatter we procured a few, which were excel- 
lent eating. The aquatic birds before enumerated, with fhags, the com- 
mon gull, two or three forts of tern, and a few {mall penguins of a 
blueifh colour, included the whole of the feathered tribe in the vicinity 
of the fhores. . 

With the produ€tions of the fea, we were not much more acquainted ; 
which is rather to be attributed to our want of {kill as fifhermen than to 
its want of bounty. Some of the few fifh we caught were very excel- 
lent, particularly of the larger fort; one much refembling the fnook, 
and another the calipevar of Jamaica, both of high flavor; as was a 
kind of fith not unlike, nor inferior in quality to, the Englifh red mullet. 
Thefe, with the common white mullet, rock fifh, mackerel, herrings, 
and a variety of fmall fifh, were thofe we procured, though not in any 
abundance. 

Whilft on the coaft, whales and feals were frequently playing about 
the fhip ; of the latter, we faw about a fcore at one time on Seal Ifland. 
The little trouble thefe animals took to avoid us, indicated their not be- 
ing accuftomed to fuch vifitors. The throat and belly of thefe feals, 
which were of a large fort, were nearly white; between the head and 
fhoulders, the neck rifes in a kind of creft, which, with the back, was of 
a light brown colour; their hair was exceedingly coarfe; the carcafe very 
poor, and afforded little blubber ; which, however, may be imputable to 
the feafon. 

Reptiles and noxious animals feemed by no means to be numerous, 
as only two or three yellow, and bronze-coloured f{nakes were feen, which 
were good eating; thefe, with a few lizards of the common fort, and 
fome about eight or nine inches long of a thick clumfy make, dark colour, 
and altogether exceffively ugly, were what compofled that race of animals. 
Some beautiful beetles, common flies, and mufkitoes, were occafionally 
met with, but not in fuch numbers as to produce inconvenience. 
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oat: ©. It would now remain to fay fomething of the human fpecies, the inhabi- 

W+—— ‘tants of this country ; but as we were not fo fortunate to procure an inter- 
view with any one of them, all that can be advanced on this fubjeét 
-muft be founded:on conjeéture or nearly fo, and confequently very liable 
to error: it may, however, not be unacceptable to- ftate fuch circum- 
-ftances as, on the {pot, occurred to our obfervation. 

The natives appeared to be a wandering people, who fometimes 
made their excurfions individually, at other times in confiderable parties ; 
this was apparent by their habitations being found fingle and alone, as 
-well'as compofing tolerably large villages. 

Befides the village I vifited, Mr. Broughton difcovered another about 
two miles diftant from it, of nearly the fame magnitude ; but it appeared 
to be of a much later date, as all the huts had been recently built, 
and feemed to have been very lately inhabited. It was fituated in a 
fwamp, which might probably have been preferred to a higher and 
firmer land for the convenience of water. One or two huts of a larger 
‘fize were here alfo obferved; -the reft were precifely of the fame de- 
{eription with thofe in the neighbourhood. The larger trees in the 
vicinity of both villages, had been hollowed out by fire, fufficiently to 
afford the fhelter thefe people feemed to require. Upon ftones placed in the 
infide of thefe hollow trees fires had been made, which proved that they 
had been ufed as habitations, either for the inferior of the party, which 
would argue a further degree of {ubordination amongft them, or for thofe 
who were too indolent to build themfelves the wattled huts before de- 
{eribed. No one fpecies of furniture or utenfil was difcovered in any 
of the houfes; the only implements feen, were pieces of {ticks imten- 
ded as fpears, rudely wrought, and the operation of manual labour upon 
them but flightly difcernible. | The bark was {tripped off, and the thick- 
eft end, after having been burnt in the fire, was fcraped and reduced to 
a blunt point, on one of which fome blood was found {till adhering. 

Deftitute (as they feemed) of the means, and totally ignorant of every 
mode of embarkation, it is not likely that they place much dependence 
on marine produétions for their fubfiftence ; yet it was evident from the 
wears on the fhores, and from the mouths of the brooks near the villages 
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_being flopped up, that they fometimes refort to the rivulets and to the 
fea for provifions. On this account, it was confidered rather extraordinary, 
that the bones of the fifhes on which they had fed were no where to be 
found ; and this led to a fuppofition that thofe which their endeavours ena- 
bled them to procure were very fmall. It appeared {till more extraordinary 
that, fince they drew a certain proportion of their food from the fea, 


they fhould not have difcovered fo excellent a part of its produce as oyfters ~ 


and clams; notwithftanding that the latter fhow themfelves on the beaches 
over which they muft frequently walk; and that the former at low water 
require only wading half-leg deep on the fhoals that extend from the 
main land to gather in a few minutes a day’s fubfiftence. Neither did it ap- 
pear that they had any knowledge of thefe, the limpets, nor any other fhell 
fifh found amongft the rocks ; or if they had, for fome reafon not eafily to 
be imagined, they certainly made noufe of them; otherwife their fhells in 
all human probability would have been feen near the places of their re- 
fort. Hence it may naturally be inferred, that the land principally 
fupplies their wants, or hunger would long fince have conduéted 
them to fuch excellent refources. This opinion is fupported by the ex- 
treme fhynefs of the feathered creation, and the wildnefs of the quadru- 
peds, whofe footing, and the other figns of their being at no great diftance 
without our obtaining any fight of them, fufficiently proved that they 
were conftantly purfued. This circumftance may furnifh a probable con- 
jefture on the caufe of the very extraordinary devaftation by fire, which 
the vegetable produétions had fuffered throughout the whole country we 
traverfed. Fire is frequently reforted to by rude nations, either for the 
purpofe of encouraging a fweeter growth of herbage in their hunting 
grounds, or as toils for taking their wild animals, of which they are in 
purfuit. When the foreft is fet on fire for fuch purpofes ina dry feafon, 
its ravages may become very extenfive; and the inflammatory quality of 
the gum plant, which 1s here in great abundance, may operate to pro- 

mote that general havock which we obferved in the vegetable kingdom. 
The deftru&ive operations of fire were, however, evident in places 
where the gum-plant was not found for a confiderable diftance; and, 
pofitively fpeaking, in our excurfion on fhore, we did not fee a fpot 
that 
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that produced any vegetables, which had not vifibly felt its effeéts. 
Where the country was well wooded, the loftieft timbers had the 
topmoft of their branches burned; yet none feemed totally deftroyed 
by it; and where the luxuriance of the foil had obliterated its bane- 
ful appearance amongft the growing fhrubs and plants, the ground, 
on eXamination, was found ftrewed over with the remains of 
branches and ftumps that had been partially confumed by fire. Had 
this conflagration been occafioned, as fome of us fuppofed, by repeated 
{torms of violent lightning and thunder, it is reafonable to imagine we 
flould have feen the foreft trees much torn and fhattered to pieces ; 
which in no inftance was obferved. . 

As nothing further occurred, worthy any particular notice, I fhall con- 
clude my remarks on this country by ftating the aftronomical and nau- 
tical obfervations that were made for afcertaining its fituation, and for 
other purpofes of navigation. 

The latitude of the fituation of the fhips in King 
George the Third’s Sound, deduced from g me- 
ridional altitudes of the fun, taken by four different 
obfervers and quadrants, all nearly agreeing toge- 
ther, gave their mean refult . 4 i 35° 5° 30” fouth 

The longitude deduced from the mean refult of 
25 fets of lunar diftances of the fun and ftars, taken 
before our arrival; 8 fets taken whilft at anchor 
in the found; and 52 fets taken after our departure, 
and reduced to our ftation there; making in the 
whole 85 fets, each fet contaming 6 obferved dif 


tances, and equal to 510 obfervations, gave 0) F488 494 OP Cale 
Kendall’s chronometer, allowing the Portfmouth 

rate, on our arrival fhewed - - - SEIT AS Or 
Allowing the Cape rate JET IM OE OF SM Boga 
Arnold’s chronometer, on board the Chatham, al- 

lowing the Cape rate - - - - oe Bi by a fa (of 


By the daily obfervations made at anchor, Kendall’s chronometer ap- 
peared to have altered its rate as fettled at the cape of Good Hope, 
and 
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and feemed to be going nearer to its original Portfmouth rate. The re- 
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fult of a fortnight’s obfervations proved it to be gaining at the, rate.of Ga. 


6” per day; and admitting the longitude to be right as afcertained by 
our obfervations, it was, at noon on the gth of Oétober, faft of mean 
time at Greenwich 26’ 14”: and as it was manifeft on our arrival and 
during our refidence at the Cape, that Kendall’s chronometer was gain- 
ing materially on its Portfmouth’ rate, I have, in reducing the obferva- 
tions taken prior to our arrival in King George the Third’s Sound, 
adopted a mean rate, which I truft will render the refult of the feveral 
obfervations liable to little error. 

The variation of the magnetic needle on board whilft at anchor, by 
two compaffies, differed from 3°55’ to 7°11”. The mean refult of 12 
fets fhewed 5°20’ weftwardly variation. 

The vertical inclination of the South point of the magnetic 


needle, marked end North, face Eaft - - - 65°49 
Marked end North face Weft ~ - ° - 63° 
Marked end South face Eaft - < ‘ - 65° 28 
Marked end South face Weft - ‘ - - 65° 20 
Mean vertical inclination of the South point of the marine dip- 

ping needle = - - - - - 64°54 


Our obfervations with regard to the tides were rather indecifive, as 
their flu€tuation in the found feemed to be greatly influenced by the force 
and direction of the wind; our laft vifit however to Oyfter Harbour 
afforded an opportunity of noticing, that the rife and fall appeared on 
that day to be about four feet, and that it was high water 3°42’ after 
the moon paffes the meridian. Whilft on the coaft the veflels were 
conftantly found to be further advanced, than what the run of the log 
intimated ; but whether this was occafioned by errors in this practice, or 
-by a current continually prefling eaftward along the coaft, we had no 
pofitive means of difcovering; though, from our conelufions at the time, 
the latter fhould feem to be the cafe, as the log was not only ufed with 
much circumfpeétion, but the line was frequently remeafured, and always 
found according to its due proportions, 
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Paffage from the fouth-weft coaft of New Holland—Pafs Van Dieman’s 
Land—Arrival in Dufey Bay, New Zealand—Violent ftorms—Leave 
Dufky Bay — A violent fiorm—Much water found in the fhip—Part 
company with the Chatham — Dtfcover the Snares — Proceed towards 
Otaheite—Arrive and join the Chatham there. 


ee 


Our apprehenfions of approaching boifterous weather, proved in the 
fequel to have been ill founded; for notwithftanding the s.w. {well on the 
17th greatly increafed, a gentle gale continued to attend us, chiefly from 
the weltern quarter, with pleafant weather. With this we fteered to the 
s.E. and without the occurrence of any mtervening circumftance worth 
relating, made fuch progrefs, that on the 26th, we had fight of Van. 
Dieman’s Land, bearing by compafs £.N.E. 10 or 12 leagues diftant. 
Soundings at this time could not be gained at. the depth of 80 fathoms. 
During this paffage few oceanic birds had been feen; a contmual and. 
heavy fwell had rolled between the fouth and weft, and we experienced 
the fame fort of influence in our reckoning as on the coaft of New 
Holland, in frnding the fhip every day further advanced than we ex- 
pected. A continuance of fine weather allowed feveral lunar obfervations. 
to be taken, which were direéted to the purpofe of afcertaining the longi- 

tude of our laft ftation. ‘The breeze from the s. ©. was very light, and it: 
was not until late in the day that the land could be plainly diftinguifhed. 
At feven o’clock in the evening we tacked and ftood to the s.w.; the 
Mewltone bearing by compafs s. 88 £.; the eafternmoft part of the main 
land in fight N. 824 £. the fouth-weft cape being the neareft land N.£. 3 


“oer 4 leagues diftant; land appearing like an ifland, n.11 w. and the 
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wefternmoft part of the mainland n. 5 w. This land lies from the fouth- 
welt cape N.16w. about g leagues diftant: between thefe points the 
coa{t feemed to be much broken, with fome {mall iflands lying a few miles 
from the fhore. It was nearly calm during the night, and although 
within g or 4 leagues of the land, foundings could not gained at the 
depth of 130 fathoms. 

In the morning we fteered along the coaft, with a 
fine breeze from N. N.w.; and about 8, under the me- 
ridian of the fouth-weft cape, the chronometer gave the 


longitude by the laftrate - - - - - = - = - 146° 27’ ” 
By the Cape rate - - - - - - -+- = ~ = 147° 7 «15 
By the Portfmouth rate - - - - - - - - - 146 8 


The former, places the fouth-weft cape 20’ further 
eaft than the longitude affigned to it by captain Cook. 
The chronometer placed the Swilly rock which we 
paffed in the evening, according to the laft rate, in 


longitude - - - - - - - - = = += = = = 147° 23’ 30" 
According to the Cape rate = careoon par ict th thoes aay 8 0 Goes 
Portfmouth rate - - - - - - 147. 2 


By the laft rate the chronometer was 174’ to the eaft of Captain Cook’s 
longitude of this rock, and made the mean difference of the longitude of 
this coaft, 18’45”, to the eaftward of Captain Cook’s calculations; whence 
it would appear, that either the chronometer had acquired that error fince 
our departure from King George the Third’s Sound, or that we had 
placed that port a few miles too far to the eaftward. The neareft land at 
fix in the evening, was the fouth cape of Van Dieman’s, which bore by 
compals n. 24 w. 6 or 7 leagues diftant. Having now a fine gale at 
N.N.E. we took two reefs in the topfails; fhaped a courfe for Dufky Bay 
-in New Zealand; and by fignal to the Chatham, appointed Facile Har- 
bour in that bay as the next place of rendezvous. 

The dyfentery, though nearly fubdued on board both veffels, had left 
thofe who had been afflicted with it in a very feeble and reduced ftate; and 
not knowing of any place fo eafily within our reach, where fuch excellent 
refrefhments could be procured with fo much facility, together with tim- 
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ber for planks, fpars for tent poles, &c. &c. of which we ftood in great 
need, I was induced to make choice of Dufky Bay, notwith{tanding the 
inconvenience it labours under from the great depth of water, and want: 
of anchorage in its entrance. 

A favor ile wind, attended in general with tolerably fing weather, va- 
ried between the n. and w. and afterwards between the w. and s. with 
frefh gales, until the od of november; when about g in the forenoon we 
were brought within fight of the coaft of New Zealand, bearing by com- 
pafs E.N.E. 12 or 14 leagues diftant. We ftood for the land, making all 
fail with a frefh breeze at s.w.; but the weather was fo exceedingly hazy, 
that it was one o'clock in the afternoon before it was plainly diftin- 
guifhed; when Five Finger Point was feen bearing by compafs N.£. 7 
leagues diftant, and the weft cape rE. by N. 4N. The wind in the evening 
veered round to the N.N.w. and being light, with alternate calms, the 
boats were hoifted out to tow; by which means, and with the additional 
affiftance of a heavy fwell rolling up Dufky Bay, we anchored about g 
that evening in 40 fathoms foft bottom, in the arm leading into Facile 
Harbour. Five Finger Point by compafs bore s. 38 w.; the weft point 
of Parrot Ifland nN. 35 £. and the neareft fhore w.n.w. half a mile dif- 
tant. About 11 the Chatham anchored, and, though within us, was in 
Go fathoms water. 

Although in the year 1773, I had vifited Dufky Bay with Captain Cook 
in the Refolution, I had never been in Facile Harbour; for this reafon I 
deemed it expedient, previous to moving the veflels, to examine and 
determine on a fituation there moft convenient for our feveral employ- 
ments. On this occafion I was accompanied by Mr. Broughton and 
Mr. Whidbey. Having made our choice, we were greatly alarmed 
on our return by the report of two guns; but as the wind had much 
mcreafed fince our departure from the fhips, we were not long at a lofs 
how to account for this fignal, and concluded that one, or both, of the 
veflels had driven from their anchorage. . 

We were no fooner clear of the iflands, than our conjeétures were in 
part confirmed. The Chatham was ftationary, but the Difcovery was 
moving; and by the time we reached her, about one o'clock, fhe was 
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nearly a-breaft of Five Finger Point. We found that, on the fhip’s 
driving, a fecond anchor had been reforted to; but the depth of water 
being upwards of 70 fathoms, fhe was not brought up; that anchor was 
again at the bows, and the other nearly up; fo that we were fhortly en- 
abled to fet the fails; and, having a ftrong gale at N.N.w. though at- 
tended with heavy {qualls, I was not without hopes of reaching our de- 
{imation in Facile Harbour before dufk. But about five, a very violent 
guit of wind carried away the ftrap ofthe fore-topfail fheet block; the 
{tayfail fheets and haulyards gave way; and the fore-topmatt ftayfail fplit: 
the gale feemed to be increafing, and as we were in too narrow a channel 
to repair thefe damages before we fhould have loft all the diftance we had 
gained, it was exceedingly fortunate that we had Anchor Ifland Harbour 
to leeward of us, for which we immediately fteered; and running in by 
the weftern entrance, anchored at the mouth of the cove in 26 fathoms, 
foft muddy bottom; and after veering to half a cable, our ftern was in 13 
fathoms water, about forty yards from the ifland that lies at the bottom 
of the cove. The {hip was fteadied by hawfers, from the bows to the 
points of the cove, and from the quarters to the trees on each fide. The 
gale increafed during the night ; and it became neceflary to ftrike the lower 
yards, and top-gallant mafts. Our apprehenfions for the fafety of the 
Chatham were not relieved until, by rowing over to the Petrel [lands the 
next forenoon, and by walking acrofs the land, we had the happinefs to 
fee her ride in perfeét fafety ; but as fhe was directly to windward, and 
the gale continued to increafe, Mr. Broughton was unable to get on 
board. Satisfied with the fecurity of her ftation, we returned to the 
Difcovery, when the violence of the gale from the n.w. obliged us to 
{trike the topmafts, it not being in our power to vere more cable, or allow 
the fhip to drive, without her being on the rocks aftern; of which even 
with thefe precautions we entertained fome fears ; although in a fituation 
perfectly land locked, and the weather fhores not more than five cables 
length diftant. The violence of the gale fill continuing, the fmall bower 
anchor was dropped under foot. In the evening the wmd moderated a lit- 
tle, which feemed to be for the fole purpofe of acquiring and returning 
with new vigor, as, by two on faturday morning, the gale increafed to fo 
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violent a ftorm, as to oblige us to lower the top-mafts clofe down to the 
cap, and to get our yards and top-gallant mafts fore and aft on the deck. 
From five o’clock until eight, it blew a perfeét hurricane, attended with 
torrents of rain. We were happily in a very {nug, fecure little harbour, 
yet the fea beat with fuch unremitted violence againft the rocks imme- 
diately aftern of us, that had either the anchor, or cable given way, lit- 
tle elfe but inevitable deftruétion muft have followed. Our anxiety was 
infinitely increafed, by our foligtude for the welfare of the Chatham; 
but as the ftorm with us at N.w. by w. was direétly from off the highland 
under which fhe rode, we comforted ourfelves with the hope fhe might 
not experience its fury to the degree it affe¢ted us. About nine a moft tre- 
mendous guft caufed the fhip to roll exceflively; this was immediately — 
followed by a flafh of lightning, and a heavy crafh of thunder which 
broke up the ftorm ; and in the {pace of half an hour, the weather might 
be confidered, comparatively fpeaking, as fair and pleafant. Mr. 
Broughton immediately repaired to the Chatham, and had the inexpref- 
fible pleafure of finding, that {fhe had rode out the gale in a manner far be- 
yond all expeétation. At her ftation the ftorm had blown from the n.N.£. 
dire€tly down the arm in which fhe was at anchor; the fea broke intirely 
over her, though it had not a fetch of three miles, and in a channel not 
three quarters of a mile wide; yet with her yards and topmatts clofe low- 
ered and two anchors down, fhe rode out this heavy ftorm in perfeét fe- 
curity. Mr. Broughton loft no time in getting under weigh, and worked 
into Facile Harbour ; to which place, notwithftanding our having been 
obliged to feek fhelter:here, it was my intention to have gone; but as we 
‘were now completely difmantled, and finding that from thefe fhores all our 
wants could conveniently be fupplied, I determined to remain quiet, and 
to fet about the feveral repairs we required with all poffible difpatch. 
Parties were immediately employed on the different fervices of cutting 
wood for fuel, timber for fpars, and planks; brewing fpruce beer; re- 
pairing the fails and rigging, cafks, &c. &c. which neceflary and 
effential duties engaged every perfon on board. A {mall boat with 
four men, daily employed in fifhing, never returned without an abun- 
dance of excellent fifh for prefent ufe, and a fupply for every one who 
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chofe to falt them for future occafions. The n.w. gale did not intirely 
abandon us, it again blew with confiderable violence on funday , after 
which it moderated, and the weather became fettled, ferene and pleafant, 
particularly when the wind, which was generally the cafe, had its direc- 


tion from the fouth or weftern quarters; by which means our feveral. 


duties were executed pleafantly, and with great eafe. 

By the 13th, thefe neceffary operations were in fuch a ftate of for- 
wardnefs, as to allow a large party of officers and gentlemen in two 
boats, accompanied by Mr. Broughton in the Chatham's cutter, to at- 
tend me on an excurfion over this fpacious bay, with the hope of be- 
coming acquainted with fome of the inhabitants ; and, if circumftances 


permitted, to explore the upper part of the northern arm, which by 


Captaim Cook was called, “ No sopy KNows wuart,” and the only 
part he did not thoroughly examine. 
We found the arm in which Captain Cook places A arent Ifland, to: 


be divided into two branches, leaving that land a peninfula joined to the 


main land, by a very high, though narrow ridge of mountains. The per- 


pendicular height, and very extraordinary fhape, of the rocky part front-. 
ing the arm, render it a moft fingular and majeftic promontory. Mr.. 


Broughton undertook the right hand, or fouthern branch, which he 
found winding, firft in a direétion nearly n.£. by E. about 34 miles; then 


E.S.E. about half a league; and there, in a northern dire€tion, termi- 


nating im a fmall cove. The northern arm we found: to run nearly 


ftraight about N.r. for 5 miles, then turning round to the northward, 


for half a league further, and ending in a fmall cove with very fhallow. 
water, in a north weftern diref&tion. The heads of thefe arms, in confor- 
mity with Captain Cook’s name of their entrance, I have called Some 
BODY KNOWS WHAT. We were exceedingly fortunate in having moft 
delightful weather for thefe examinations,. and returned on board on 
tuefday afternoon ; though not without fome difappoitment that, after 
three days excurfion, and landing in many places, particularly in Caf- 
eade and Indian Coves, which were formerly the refort of the natives, 
we no where found any traces of them, or any circumftance that. in the 
leaft indicated the country being at prefent inhabited; if one on two mi- 
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ferable huts be excepted which the officers of the Chatham met with in 
the neighbourhood of Facile Harbour, but which had not the appearance 
of having been lately occupied. Pleafanit weather fll continuing, on the 
16th I took a furvey of Anchor Ifland Harbour. It appeared to be 
perfectly fecure, and may be found convenient, when accident may pre- 
vent veflels getting into Facile Harbour. It has two entrances; that to 
the north of the Petrel iflands is a fair and clear channel, though of 
great depth; its general foundings being from 33 to 38 fathoms; in the 
narroweft part it is about a cable’s length wide, and, I believe, free 
from any danger ; as the fhores are {fteep, without any funken rocks or 
fhoals, excepting within the paflage clofe under the fouth fide of large 
Petrel Ifland, where they are difcoverable by the weeds growing upon 
them, and are quite out of the way of its navigation. The other paflage 
is to the fouthward of the Petrel iflands; and as, in all probability, a 
{trong northerly wind would alone induce any perfon to make choice of 
this in preference to Facile Harbour, the s.w. point of large Petrel 
Ifland fhould be kept clofe on board, (which may be fafely done) in or- 
der to weather the rock that appears above water in the middle of the 
harbour, and to avoida funken one of which there is not the leaft indi- 
cation, and on which there is no greater depth than twelve feet at low wa- 
ter. Between this funken rock, and the point from off which it lies about 


three quarters of a cable’s length, and nearly.in the direétion to what I 


have called ENrry Istawnp, are fixteen fathoms. Keeping the rock in 
the harbour, which is always vifible, m a line with what I have called 
NortuH Enrry Iszianp, will be fufficient direction, to pafs within the 
above-mentioned point and the funken rock. This, however, with fome 
other particulars, is better illuftrated by the annexed fketch; which, with 
one of Facile Harbour taken by Mr. Broughton, I have fubjoined to a 
copy of captain Cook’s moft excellent chart of this port, with fuch trifling 
additions as in the courfe of our obfervations we have been able to make; 
and on this head, I fhall only further remark, that Anchor Ifland harbour, 
although a very fafe and fecure port, 1s not a very convenient one to get 
to fea from, Owing to its narrow limits, great depth of water, and the 
above funken rock which we difcovered in its weftern entrance. 


Moft 
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Mott of our bufinefs with the fhore being finifhed, our rigging overhaul- 


ed, fails bent, and the {hip ready for fea, with very fine weather anda gen- 


tle breeze from.s.s.£., on the morning of the 18th we failed out of the 
cove. ‘The Chatham was not yet in readinefs to depart ; in order, however, 
that we might be conveniently ftationed to proceed together when circum- 
{tances fhould admit, I tended to place the fhip abreafl of Facile Harbour ; 
but the breeze failing, and the tide fetting us towards the iflands that lie 
from it, we were obliged to anchor fooner than I wifhed in 98 fathoms 
foft bottom. Five Finger Pomt by compafs bore s. 40 w.; weft point of 


. Anchor Ifland s.12 w. and the fouth point of Parrot Ifland n. 53 w. a 


\ 


quarter of a mile diftant. The day was nearly calm, but the next morn- 
ing brought with it a frefh breeze from the fouthward. The Chatham 
having completed her bufinefs, ftood out: into the roadfted, which ob- 
tained the name of Tempest Roap, from the ftorm fhe there rode out 
on our arrival: but not feeing any probability of getting to fea, fhe re- 
turned into Facile Harbour. The gale increafed towards noon, but in 
the evening the weather again became delightfully pleafant. 

On funday morning about 7 o’clock, a frefh breeze from the s.w. fet 
in, accompanied by an unufually heavy fwell, which giving us reafon to 
apprehend fome violence from the wind in that direétion, we weighed, 


ran into Facile Harbour, and anchored abreaft of the paflage leading out 


through Parrot and Pigeon iflands, in 38 fathoms foft bottom. This paf- 


‘fage, though not exceeding a cable’s length in width, we found to be a very 


excellent one, with foundings from g to 5 fathoms clofe to the fhores. 
‘Thefe foundings are on a ridge from ifland to ifland, as the water deep- 
ened to upwards of 30 fathoms immediately on either fide. TheChat- 
ham was at anchor near us, and both veffels were conveniently flationed 
for proceeding to fea on a favorable opportunity prefenting itfelf. The 
wind continued to blow very ftrong from the s.w. and brought with it a 
furf which broke very heavily on the fhores in the bay; yet’the veffels 
rode perfeétly quiet. On monday, the fky became intirely obfcured, the 
former ferenity gave place to dark gloomy weather, and the wind became 
variable with much rain. The next morning was perfeétly calm, and 
although it did not rain, the heavy atmofphere continued. We were 
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now employed in completing our ftock of water, and in procuring wood, 
fpruce, or rather a fpecies of cyprefs, and the tea plant, for brewing at 
fea. Towards noon, a breeze {pringing up from the n.w. both veflels 
failed out of Dufky Bay. A very heavy {well rolled from the s.w. and 
weftward; but having a frefh breeze, by 4 o’clock Five Finger Point 
bore nN. by £. a league diftant. 

Thus we quitted Dufky Bay, greatly indebted to its moft excellent re- 
frefhments, and the falubrity of its air. The good effets. of a plentiful 
fupply of fifh, and fpruce beer, were evident in the appearance of every 
individual in our little fociety. The health of our convalefcents was per- 
fe€tly re-eftablifhed, and excepting one with a chronic complaint, and 
two wounded by cuts in their legs, we had not a man on the furgeon’s 
lift; though, on the moft trifling occafion of indifpofition, no perfon was 
ever permitted to attend his duty. Some wild fowl were procured, though 
they were by no means found in fuch numbers as when the Refolution 
was here in the year 1773, owing, in all probability, to the difference of 
the feafon; to which, poffibly, is to be afcribed, our being unable to 
afcertain whether the geefe then left here had propagated. 

Captain Cook’s very excellent defcription of this place precludes any 
raterial additions ; and leaves me, as a tranfitory vifitor, little elfe than the 
power of confirming his judicious remarks and opinions. One circum- 
ftance, however, may not be unworthy notice. Mr. Menzies here found 
the true winter’s bark ; exattly the fame plant as that found at Terra del 
Fuego; but which efcaped the obfervation of Captain Cook and our bota- 
nical gentlemen in 1773: of this, with the antarétic birch, flax, and one 
or two other plants, we took fpecimens on board, though the period of 
our reaching England feemed too diftant te entertain hopes of their con- 
tinuing alive. Captain Cook’s recommendation of Facile Harbour to veffels 
bound to the fouthward, is highly judicious, as it is in all refpeéts a fafe, 
commodious, and convenient ftation ; capable of fupplying every article 
that can be expected from this country, without going out of fight of the 
veffel: and it 1s rendered {till more eligible, by our having found fo good 
an outlet with northerly or n.w. winds, between Pigeon and Parrot 
illands ; as, in confequence of the high land drawing thofe winds directly 
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67 


suds 


ovember. 


No time fhould be loft on arriving in this bay, to feek fecurity in fome aie 


of its harbours ; which, as Captain Cook very truly obferves, “ are nu- 


** merous, fafe, and convenient.” For although the weather we experi- 


enced after the f{torm on our arrival, may juftly be confidered-as delight- 
ful fummer weather, yet it cannot be denied that the northerly winds 
blow with incredible fury ; and as they always take the dire€tion of the 
arms of the bay, they caufe in them, though they are very narrow, a 
confiderable fea, which, in addition to their great depth of water, render 
fuch anchoring places neither pleafant nor fecure. I fhould not, how- 
ever, fuppofe thefe ftorms to be very frequent, for two reafons.  Firft, 
during our ftay here, from the 26th of march until the 11th of may in the 
year 1773, which may be confidered as comprehending part of the win- 
ter feafon, we had no gale of wind comparable in point of violence to 
that, which we had lately experienced. This was my fifth vifit to New 
Zealand and its neighbourhood ; and although I have certainly feen much 
boifterous and tempeftuous weather, I never before contended with fo 
violent a ftorm. Secondly, the mountains in Anchor Ifland, Refolu- 
tion Ifland, and all thofe of moderate height round the Bay, (the land 
of Five-Fi inger Point alone excepted,), which on our arrival were per- 
feétly free from fnow, were after the ftorm covered with it a confiderable 
way down. Were fuch falls of fnow to happen frequently, it is natural 
to conclude that vegetation would be feverely checked, and that its pro- 
duétions would not have been found to flourifh, as they certainly do ina 
moft luxuriant manner. A few days fine weather foon removed the greater 
part of the fnow; and that which remained on the high, diftant, barren 
mountains, which for fome days paft had been entirely free from clouds, 
was obferved to be greatly diminifhed. 

I fhall conclude our tranfaétions in Dufky Bay, by noticing the few 
aftronomical and nautical obfervations that were made in Anchor Ifland 
harbour. 

The badnefs of the weather on our firft arrival, and the fhort time 
I propofed to remain, made me conclude that the ereétion of the obfer- 
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vatory on fhore would be to little purpofe. The latitude of the harbour 

was found to be one minute fouth of Captain Cook’s calculation, or 
45°45 ‘36’. His determination is, however, moft likely to be correét, 
as mine was-deduced from one day’s obfervation only, with an artificial 
horizon; and, having agreed fo nearly, any further inveftigation I deemed 
unneceflary. 

The mean refult of ten fets of altitudes taken between the oth and 
16th of November, for afcertaining the longitude of the chronometer, 
and to form fome judgment as to its rate of going, were as follows, viz. 


By the Porieputh, rate it placed Anichon Ifland Harbour 


in longitude - E < - - - 166° ae og 
- By the Cape rate - - - “9675 5nhet 
- By King George the Third’s Sonia rate - - 167°. 7' 40" 
- The true longitude as affigned to that place by Captain ' 

Cook .- - - - - - - » 1669.15" 54%: 
Makes the Portfmouth rate eaft of the truth - - 26' 29" 
Cape rate ditto ; - - - 1: QO (Ge 
King George the Third’s Senod ditto - - 51 46" 


Mr. Ainokk s watch on board the Chatham gave the longi- 
tude of Facile Harbour, according to the Cape rate - 165° 48 52” 

Efteeming the true longitude of Anchor land harbour to be 166°15/ 
54’, the chronometer was faft of mean time at Greenwich on the 16th at 
noon 2634”; whence it appeared, that it had gone nearly at mean time 
fince leaving King George the Third’s Sound, and that its having differ-, 
ed from Captain Cook’s affigned longitude of Van Dieman’s land was oc- 
cafioned by its not having gained at the rate we allowed, and of courfe 
the longitude of King George the Third’s Sound was not wrong. By 
the refult of our obfervations here, it gained on an average about 3” per 
day, which error-I fhall allow, until a better opportunity of afcertain- 
ing its rate may offer. 

The variation of the magnetic needle, obferved on fhore by three dif- 
ferent compafles in 18 fets of azimuths, varied from 11°17’ to 17°26, 
the mean refult of which was 14°55 45" eaft variation. The vertical in- 
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clination of the fouth point of the magnetic needle on board was found 
to be— ) 


Marked end North face Eaft 2 : : - 70° 9! 
Ditto North face Weft - - - - 69° 8 
Ditto South face Eaft - - - =H 70%. 
Ditto South face Weft - - - - 69° 35 


Mean inclination of the fouth point of the dipping needle - 69° 49 
As we increafed our diftance from the land, the n.w. wind increafed 
alfo. A {well at this time coming very heavily from the s.w. made me 
apprehenfive the wind would fhift round, and blow hard in that dire¢tion. 
The ftate of the mercury in the barometer, the gloominefs of the weather, 
and every other appearance of the evening, indicated more wind from 
the s.w. than would be pleafant to be caught im on this dreary coaft : 
_ we therefore f{teered fouth, under as much fail as we could carry, and 
made the neceflary fignals to the Chatham for the like purpofe. Our 
lofty canvafs was, however, fpread a very fhort time before it blew fo 
hard'a gale, that we were under the neceffity of clofe reefing the top- 
fails, getting down the top-gallant yards, and ftriking the mafts. The 
night was extremely dark ; which, by ten, prevented our feeing the Chat- 
ham.’ The wind was now at N.N.w. very happily not on the fhore, as 
‘by three in the morning its increafed violence obliged us to furl the top- 
fails. At this moment we were alarmed by finding fix feet water in the 
hold, which the fhip felt exceflively, labouring much by being prefled 
down forward with that weight of water. This'very unpleafant circum- 
{tance obliged us to {cud direétly before the wind and fea, for the pur- 
pofe of freeing the fhip; when, by. recerving much water in the wafte, 
the cafks of beer and water flowed upon deck, broke from their fecuri- 
ties and were ftove to pieces. The caufe of fo much water in the hold, 
at firft a matter of great furprize, was foon accounted for. The hand 
pumps had been, and were full, choaked; which induced the carpenter 
to believe, that becaufe they difcharged no water there was none in the 
{fhip. This, in all probability, had governed his examination all the latter 
part of the time we had been in port, and produced an accumulation that 
might have been attended with the moft ferious confequences, had not 
one 
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one of the quarter-mafters. heard in the tier, the water rufhing about in 
the hold. ‘The hand pumps were foon in order; and, to relieve the 
fhip: as foon as poffible, the crofs piece of the bits was unfhipped, the 
launch got forward, and with the chain pumps the veflel by feven 
o'clock was made perfe€tly dry. The gale had now increafed to a moft 
furious ftorm, nearly equal to that we had experienced in Dufky Bay. 
The torrents of rain which fell, mixing with the fea raifed by the vio- 
lent flurries of the wind, kept us fo. much in darknefs that we could not 
perceive any thing at the diftance of an hundred yards in any direétion; 
nor were we able to refume our fouthwardly courfe; the wind and fea 
obliging us to fteer s.s.z. or right before the ftorm. We had not feen 
the Chatham fince eleven o'clock the preceding evening, but concluding 
fhe would: ftand on if able to purfue a foutherly courfe, I did not wifh 
to bring to for her; particularly, as the wind. was fuch as would foon fet 
us clear of the coaft of New Zealand, which was doubtlefs a very de- 
firable object. 

Towards nine in the forenoon the ftorm began to abate; at ten the 
wind veered round to the w.s.w.; the rain ceafed, and the atmofphere 
became clear, but the Chatham was not to be difcovered in any direc- 
tion. There was, however, great probability of her being to windward; 
and as I was {till apprehenfive of a s.w. gale before we fhould be clear 
of this coaft, I determined to lofe no time in getting far enough to the 
fouthward to enable us to fail round the land and the Traps with fuch 
a wind. As Matavai Bay in Otaheite was the next appointed rendez- 
vous, I concluded Mr. Broughton would do the fame, and make the beft of 
his way with the Chatham-to that port. The mainfail and clofe-reefed top- 
{ails (all-the fail the fhip would bear) were now fet, and keeping the wind on 
the beam, we fteered s.s.£.; when about eleven o'clock, to our great afto- 
nifhment land was difcovered, bearing eaft 4 or 5 leagues diftant. We 
knew of no land nearer than the fouth cape of New Zealand; and, by: the 
courfes we had fteered there was {carcely a poffibility of our being within 
lefs than 18-or 20 leagues of the Cape; but bemng-flattered with the prof- 
pet of a meridional: obfervation for the latitude, our decifion was poft- 
poned until that fhould be afcertained.. Noon brought’ us nearer the land, 

which 
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which by compafs bore n.£. by E. to E.N.£. at the diftance of three or four 
leagues only. By a tolerably good obfervation in latitude 48°5/ it was 
clearly proved, that this land could not, from its fituation, be any part 
of New Zealand, as it was nearly three fourths of a degree to the fouth- 
ward of the moft fouthern promontory of that country. Our longitude 
by the chronometer, was at this time 166°4’; which fituation was 18’ 


more fouth, and 19’ more eaft, than the log gave. The weather, though — 


very hazy, being fomething clearer than before noon, we beheld, as we 
paffed this land at the diftance of two or three leagues, the fea breaking 
upon its fhores with great violence, and difcovered it to be compofed of 
a clufter of feven craggy iflands, extending about fix miles in a direétion 
N.70E. ands. 70 w. ‘They appeared deftitute of verdure, and it is 
more than probable they never produce any. The largeft, which is the 
north-eafternmoft, I fhould fuppofe to be in extent equal to all the reft ; 
it is about three leagues in circuit, fufhciently elevated to be feen in clear 
weather eight or nine leagues off, and is fituated in latitude 48° 9’, longi- 
tude 166°20'. The latitude was afcertained by three fextants which near- 
ly agreed; and the longitude reduced by the chronometer from Dufky 
Bay, by three fets of altitudes in the afternoon; viz. one fet before 
we paffed its meridian; another under it; the third after we had paffed 
it. As thefe feverally correfponded within a mere trifle, when reduced to 
the fame point, I fhould prefume that the longitude above ftated is not 
likely to be materially incorrect. It was matter of fome furprize how 
thefe iflands could have efcaped the attention of Captain Cook; but on 
laying them down in his chart of New Zealand, I found his tracks had 
not at any time reached within at leaft ten leagues of them. From the 
fouth cape they bear s. 40 w. 19 leagues, and from the fouthernmoft 
part of the Traps s.624 w. 20 leagues diftant. Thefe iflands, or ra- 
ther rocks, for they appeared perfeétly fteril, Ihave named, on account 
of their fituation, and the fort of weather there is great reafon to ex- 
peét in their vicinity, THe SNARES; as being very likely to draw the 
unguarded mariner into alarming difficulties. At four o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, the Snares bore by compals N. 30 w. five or fix leagues diftant. 
At day-lght the next morning, we hauled to the n.z. By noon, the 
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gale had fufficiently moderated to admit the fpreading of all our canvas; 
at noon the obferved latitude was 48° 18’, longitude 169° 39’. I cannot 
avoid here mentioning the concern I felt in beholding the laft of our fheep 
thrown overboard; the race of animals of the brute creation on board 
the Difcovery, had certainly been very ill fated; out of thirty fheep taken 
on board at Portfmouth, no more than two came to the table, the reft 
died before we reached the equator; nor were we much more fortu- 
nate in the like number of wethers received at the Cape; two thirds 
of thefe, with feven ewes and fix rams, intended as prefents to our friends 
in the South-Sea iflands, were at this time dead; notwithf{tanding they 
were all taken on board in exceedingly high condition, and had neither 
wanted care, plenty of wholefome food, nor good lodging. } 

With a pleafant, favorable gale; fometimes in the n.w. but chiefly 
from the s.w. quarter, and with tolerably fine weather, we ftood to the 
E.N.E.; and made fuch progrefs, that by noon on the 8th of december 
we had reached the latitude of 37° 27’; longitude 207°14’.. The wind 
veered round to the north with a moderate breeze, attended by dark 
gloomy weather and fome rain. On faturday wé were furrounded by a 
very thick fog, which, with much rain at intervals, continued until the 
19th; when having a fine breeze at s.s.w. the fog cleared away, but 
it ftill remained very cloudy. We were however enabled to afcertain our 
fituation for the firft time fince the 8th, to be in latitude 36° 19’, longi- 
tude 214° 33’, varying fince that day 53’ more to the north, and 28° 28’ 
more to the eaft, than was fhewn by the log. We ftood to the north, 
under all the fail we could fpread, but were not fuffered long to pur- 
fue this courfe. In the latitude of 31°43’, longitude 21 4°11’, at noon on 
the 15th the wind veered round, and fettled between the n.z, and N.N.E,, 
obliging us to ply with a moderate breeze to the northward; in doing 
which fo little was gained, that on faturday we had only reached. the 
latitude of 31°8’, longitude 214°34’.. The wind now blew a frefh gale 
from the north, the topfails were reefed, the weather was very dark, 
gloomy, and exceffively fultry, with continued lightning and thunder 
at fome diftance, until the morning; when the wind died away, and in 


its ftead, extremely vivid forked lightning, with inceffant peals of thun- 
der, 
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der, accompanied. by torrents of rain, attended us, without intermiffion, 
until funday noon. The thunder and lightning then ceafed, but the 
rain fill continued ; and, contrary to our expettation, the wind refumed 
its N.N.E. dire€tion, and blew fo hard as to make the ftriking our top- 
gallant yards neceflary. A remarkably fmooth fea, with heavy, damp, 
clofe, cloudy weather, and little alteration in the wind, attended us un- 
til the 2oth; it then moderated, and the top-gallant fails were {pread. 
Since the 17th we had not obtained any correét obfervations ; but, by 
our reckoning, the latitude at noon was 30°17’, longitude 215° 29. 
Although the wind from the north and Nn.N.£. was attended with fudden 
and violent flurries, yet the fea continued {mooth, which indicated, that land, 
probably of fome extent, exifted not very far diftant in that direétion. 
After noon, we ftood to the eaftward about four leagues ; when, fudden- 
ly, a very heavy fwell was met from n.N:E. which was foon followed by 
fuch an increafe of wind from that quarter, as reduced us to our clofe- 
reefed topfails. This gale, which proved the breaking up of the north- 
erly wind, was of fhort duration: in the evening it moderated, and 
veered round by the eaft to the s.s.w. We made all fail to the north by 
weft; but it was not until the wind became a very frefh breeze, that we 
were enabled to fleer that courfe again{t the northerly {well, which drove 
the fhip aftern. This evening there were feveral {mall white tern ho- 
vering about the fhip, feemingly with great inclination to alight on board. 
On wednefday morning, the head fea had for the moft part fubfided, 
and the wind feemed to have fettled in the fouthern quarter; and blowing 
a gentle breeze with very pleafant weather, enabled me to obtain fix fets 
of lunar diftances, whofe mean refult reduced to noon gave the longi- 
tude 215° 22'45". The chronometer, by the laft rate fhewed Sin Gace, 
the latitude was 29°15’; which was, at this time, 6’ further north than 
we expected. 
We continued our route to the northward; which, with a gentle gale 
at’s.s.£. and pleafant weather, brought us, by day-light on the ged, in 
fight of land, bearing by compafs n.z.$N. At firft it appeared like 
three fmall high iflands, the eafternmoft much refembling a veffel under 
fail. This land being at a confiderable diftance from the tracks of former 
Vou. L L navigators, 
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see. navigators, I f{teered for it, in order to be fatisfied of its extent, produc- 

We tions, and other circumftances worthy obfervation. In the forenoon, 
eight fets of lunar diftances were obtained ; which, as before, nearly cor- 
refponding with each other, gave, by their mean refult, when reduced to 
noon, 215°42' 40”, thefe, with thofe taken the preceding day, comprehend- 
ing 14 fets of diftances, gave by their mean refult 215°39. The latitude, 
by feveral fextants, was determined to be 27°54’. 

Since feeing the land in the morning, we had run eleven leagues; and 
had approached it fufficiently near to- perceive, that all we had at firft 
feen was united. It now bore, by compafs, from N.29 E. to. N. 435. 
about 5 leagues diftant, with a {mall ifland lying off its eaftern fide v.45. 

Affifted by a gentle s.z. gale, with fine pleafant weather, at three in 
the afternoon we were within about a league of the fhore; yet no bottom 
was to be gained at the depth of 180 fathoms. Several canoes came off 
to the fhip, and all means were ufed to invite them on board. They 
declined our entreaties, but feemed very folicitous that we fhould accept 
their invitations to land: which they fignified by waving their paddles 
towards the coaft, and by defiring us, in the language of the Great South- 
Sea nation, to go nearer to the fhore. We bore away with that intent, but 
foon again brought to, on obferving that two or three canoes were paddling 
in great hafte towards the fhip. After fome perfuafion, four men in one 
of the canoes came near enough to receive fome prefents, which feemed to 
pleafe them exceedingly ; and though their countrymen appeared to re- 
buke them for their rafhnefs, the example was fhortly followed by feveral 
others. It was not, however, without fhewing every affurance of friendfhip, 
that any could be prevailed upon to come on board, until at length, the 
man who had brought about this intercourfe feemed determined to 
eftablifh it, by complying with our defires. On his entering the fhip, 
he trembled and was much agitated; apprehenfion, aftonifhment, and 
admiration, equally appearing at the fame inftant; and though, on 
his being made welcome after the ufual fafhion, and prefented with a 
{mall iron adz, his countenance became more ferene and cheerful, 
yet he ftill appeared in a ftate of great anxiety. He foon communicated 
his reception and treatment to his furrounding countrymen; and we 
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fhortly had as many vifitors as it was pleafant to entertain. They all feemed 
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perfectly well acquainted with the ufes to which they could apply iron, U-\~— 


and how to eftimate its value amongft themfelves ; as alfo the manner in 
which it was regarded by Europeans. They made no fcruple, even with 
fome force, to take articles of iron out of our hands; and, in lieu of 
them, with great courtefy and addrefs prefented, in return, fome few fith, 
fifhing-hooks, lines, and other trifles, which they feemed to wifh fhould 
be accepted as prefents, and not received in exchange. Looking-glafles, 
beads, and other trinkets of little importance, at firft attracted their 
attention, and were gladly accepted; but no fooner did they difcover that 
articles made of iron were common amongft us, than they refufed all 
other prefents, and wanted to barter every other gift for iron. I could 
not prevail on any of them to accept a few medals. 

Their vifit feemed prompted only by curiofity, as they were com- 
pletely unarmed, and brought with them neither articles of food, nor 
manufacture. A few fpears, and a club or two, were feen in one or two 
of the canoes only ; two or three indifferent flings for ftones were alfo 
noticed; with which they parted without the leaft reluétance. 

We lay to until five o’clock in the hope of obtaining the name of this 
ifland, or of any other which might exift in its neighbourhood, fince 
thefe people were evidently of the Great South-Sea nation; fpeaking, 
with fome little difference of dialeét, the fame language; and refembling 
the Friendly iflanders, more than the inhabitants of any other country. 
On this occafion, Towereroo the Sandwich iflander was of little affiftance ; 
having been taken at an early period from home, and having been long 
abfent, he had fo much forgotten his mother tongue, as to be fcarcely 
able to underftand the language of thefe people better than ourfelves. 
Two.or three of them remained on board nearly an hour ;_ but fo unfixed 
~and unfteady was their attention, which wandered from object to object, 
that it was impoffible to gain from them any information. Their anfwers 
to almoft every queftion were in the affirmative; and our enquiries as to 
the name of their ifland, &c. were continually interrupted by inceffant 
invitations to go on fhore. At length, I had reafon to believe the name 
of the ifland was, Oparo; and that of their chief, Korie, Although I 
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could not pofitively determine that thefe names were correétly afcertained, 


J yet as there was a probability of their being fo, I diftinguifhed the ifland 


by the name of Oparo, until it might be found more properly enti- 
tled to another. By fix in the evening, we had nearly feen round the 
ifland, which is of little extent; and not choofing to lofe the advantage 
of a fine fouthwardly wind, we proceeded to the N.n.w. under all the 
fail we could {pread. 

As it was not my intention to ftop at Oparo, no delay was occafioned 
by examining for anchorage, which probably may be found on both fides 
of its N.w. point. To the fouthward of that point is a fmall bay with 
a {tony beach, through which there was the appearance of a confiderable 
{tream of. water falling into the fea. The fhores in'moft parts were fo 
perfectly {mooth, that landing might have been effeéted without the leaft 
difficulty. Round to the north of that pomt is another fmall bay, in 


which are a fmall iflet and fome rocks; behind thefe, the fhore may be 


approached with great eafe at any time. Indeed, there was not any 
part of the ifland which appeared to have been acted upon by heavy 
violent furfs, as the verdure in many places reached to the water’s edge. 
The fouth extremity of the ifland appeared m fome points of view - 
to forma right angle, without the leaft interruption in the fides ; about 
half a mile to the s.£. is a fmall detached iflet; the fhores are inter- © 


Yperfed with fandy beaches ; its greateft extent, which is ina N. 18 w. and 
‘s.18 . dire€tion, is about fix miles and a half, and it may poffibly be about 


eighteen miles in circuit. This ifland 1s fituated in the latitude of 27° 36’; 
and, by our lunar obfervations of the two preceding days reduced to its 
center by the chronometer, is in longitude * 215°58'28"; the mean of the 
variation was 5°40’ eaftwardly. 

Its principal charatter is a clufter of high craggy mountains, form- 
ing, in feveral places, moft romantic pinnacles, with: perpendicular 
cliffs nearly from their fummits to the fea; the vacancies . between 
the mountains would more probably be termed chafms than vallies, 
in which there was no great appearance of plenty, fertility, or culti- 
vation; they were chiefly clothed with fhrubs and dwarf trees. Nei- 
ther the plantain, nor other fpontaneous vegetable productions com- 


- mon to the inhabited tropical iflands, prefented themfelves. The tops of 


fix 
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fix of the higheft hills bore the appearance of fortified places, refem- 
bling redoubts; having a fort of block houfe, in the fhape of an Englifh 
glafs houfe, in the center of each, with rows of pallifadoes a confiderable 
_ way down the fides of the hills, nearly at equal diftances. Thefe, over- 
hanging, feemed intended for advanced works, and apparently capable 
of defending the citadel by a few againft a numerous hoft of affailants. 
On all of them, we noticed people, as if on duty, conftantly moving 
about. What we confidered as block houfes, from their great fimi- 
larity in appearance to that fort of building, were fufhciently large 
to ledge a confiderable number of perfons, and were the only ha- 
bitations we faw. Yet from the number of canoes that in fo fhort 
atime affembled around us, it is natural to conclude that the inhabi- 
tants are very frequently afloat, and to infer from this circumftance that 
the fhores, and not thofe fortified hills which appeared to be in the 
center of the ifland, would be preferred for their general refidence. 
We faw about thirty double and fingle canoes, though moft of them were 
of the double fort: the fingle canoes were fupported by an outrigger on 
one fide, and all built much after the fafhion of the Society Iflands, 
without having their very high fterns, though the fterns of fome of thefe 
were confiderably elevated ; and their bows were not without fome little 
ornament. They were very neatly conftruéted, though the narrowelt 
canoes I everfaw. When it is confidered that the builders of them are 
nearly deftitute of iron, and poffefled of very) few implements of that 
valuable metal; and when the miferable tools they have generally recourfe 
to for fuch operations are regarded, the mind is filled with admiration at 
their ingenuity, and perfevering induftry.- The ifland did not appear to 
afford any large timber; the broadeft planks of which the canoes were 
made, not exceeding twelve inches, confirmed us in this opinion, as they 
were probably cut out of the largeft trees. Some of the ftouteft double ca- 
noes accommodated from twenty-five to thirty men, of whom, on a mode- 
rate computation, three hundred were fuppofed to have been {een near the 
fhip. Thefe were all adults, andapparently none exceeding a middle age; 
fo that, the total number of inhabitants on the ifland can hardly be efti- 
mated at lefs than fifteen hundred. | In this refpe@ it muft be confidered 
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prolific, notwithftanding its uncultivated appearance. The natives, how- 
ever, appeared to be exceedingly well fed, of middling ftature, ex- 
tremely well made; and in general, their countenances were open, cheer- 
ful, and ftrongly marked with indications of hofpitality. They were all, 
toa man, very folicitous that fome of us fhould accompany them to the 
fhore ; and thofe who laft quitted the fhip, endeavoured with all their 
powers of perfuafion, and fome efforts of compulfion, to effeét their pur- 
pofe. On their departure they took hold of the hand of every one near 
them, witha view to get him into their canoe. They all had their hair 
cut fhort; and, excepting a wreath made of a broad long-leaved green 
plant, worn by fome about the waift, they were intirely without cloth- 
ing. Although the cuftom of tatowing prevails fo generally with all the 
iflanders of this ocean, thefe people were deftitute of any fuch marks. 
Independent of the proteétion their fortified retreats may afford, it did 
not appear that they were fubjeét to much hoftility, as fcarcely any fears 
from wounds or other marks of violence were obferved on their bodies. 
Their elevated fortified places (for certainly they had every appearance of 
being fuch) led fome of us to conjeéture, that they were frequently an- 
noyed by troublefome neighbours from fome other iflands not far dif. - 
tant. But, as the canoes we faw were not even furnifhed with fails, nor 
had any appearance of having been ever equipped for an expedition be- 
yond their own coaft, it may reafonably be inferred, that they were not 
accuftomed to voyages of any length. Yet, on the other hand, when the 


{mall extent of their ifland is taken into confideration, it is hard to recon- 


cile that it is not the fear of foreign enemies, but the apprehenfion of 
domeftic infurre€tion, that has induced the laborious conftruétion of their 
fortified retreats; and as to the s.r. of this ifland there is an extenfive 
fpace in the ocean hitherto but little frequented ; it is not improbable that 
fome iflands may exift there, the inhabitants of which may occafionally 
make unfriendly vifits to thefe people. 

Leaving Oparo, we had pleafant weather with a gentle breeze from the 
s.e. At eight in the morning, the ifland was {till vifible from the deck, 


bearing by compafs s.s.z.3. at the diftance of 18 leagues. The 


breeze between E, and s.£. carried us rapidly to the N. N.w. and brought 


us 
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us on funday evening into the vicinity of fome low iflands difcovered 
by Captain Carteret, and named the Duke of Gloucefter’s Iflands. 
The evening was dark and gloomy, and not choofing to pafs the {pot 
affigned to them in the night, we continued to make fhort trips under 
our top-fails, until day light; after which we again refumed our courfe. 
Our latitude at noon was 19°58’, longitude 211° 46’, which was 9’ fur- 
ther fouth, and 29' further weft, than was fhewn by the log. At about 
1° 39’ to the welt of the fituation of the Duke of Gloucefter’s Iflands ac- 
cording to Captain Carteret, we pafled their latitude, without {eeing any 
appearance of land. Having nowa frefh gale at eaft, we entertained the 
pleafing hope of reaching Otaheite the next day; this flattering profpeét 
was of fhort duration. Towards the evening, the wind veered to the n.r. 
and its violence obliged us to clofe reef the topfails. “The gale was at- 
tended with very heavy fqualls, and a torrent of rain continued almoft 
without intermiffion until wednefday evening, when it ceafed, and the 
wind ftill at N.z..became moderate. By ftanding onto the n.n.w., day 
light the next morning prefented us with a view of Matavai, or Ofna- 
burgh Ifland, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues, bearing by com- 
pafs n.z. by x. Our courfe was immediately fhaped for Otaheite, the 
fouth point of which was vifible by eleven o'clock, bearing by compafs 
s.7oWw. 8 or g leagues diftant. The wind coming to the north pre- 
vented our reaching Matavai Bay, and obliged us to ply to windward 
during the night. In the morning, with a gentle breeze from the N. £. 
we ftood for Matavai under all the fail we could fpread. About eight 
o’clock, a canoe came alongfide with two pigs and fome vegetables; a 
prefent from a fifter of Otoo, refiding in that part of the ifland of which 
we were then abreaft. The natives informed me that we had been ex- 
pected, and that they had been looking out for us two days, in confe- 
quence of information they faid they had received from an Englifh 
veffel, then at anchor in Matavai Bay; and their defcription of her-being 
perfeétly intelligible, I did not hefitate to believe it was the Chatham, of 
which we fhortly experienced the happinefs of being convinced. Mr. 
Broughton foon vifited us, and brought with him an early and accept- 
able fupply, of the excellent produétions of this fertile country, About 
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iva ten, we anchored in Matavai Bay. Our mutual gratulations on meeting 
were extremely heightened, by receiving and communicating the happy 
tidings, that every individual compofing the fociety of each veflel was in 
a moft perfeét ftate of health. Mr. Broughton had, fince his arrival, 
received repeated marks of friendfhip and attention from the good people 
of the ifland. Having deemed it expedient to eftablifh the following 
regulations on board the Difcovery, I delivered a copy of them to Mr. 
Broughton, and direéted that the rules might be ftriétly obferved and 
attended to on board the Chatham; after which, Mr. Broughton pre- 
fented me with a narrative of his proceedings during the time of our 
feparation. | 

Ruvesand Orpvers for the guidance and conduét of all perfons in, 
or belonging to, his Majefty’s floop Difcovery and Chatham tender ;. en- 
joined to be moft ftriétly obferved in all intercourfe with the natives of 
the feveral South Sea iflands. . 

The principal, and indeed fole defign, of the Difcovery and Chatham 
calling at the iflands in the pacific ocean, being to acquire fuch refrefh- 
ments as thofe iflands may be found to afford; and as thefe refrefhments 
are to be purchafed with articles which Europeans efteem of little value ;— 
if each individual be permitted to make fuch bargains as he may think 
proper, not only the value of thefe articles will foon be reduced in the 
eftimation of the Indians, but, until a proper and good underftanding 
be eftablifhed between the natives of the different iflands, and ourfelves, it 
may fubjeét us to fuch difturbances as may be attended with the moft fatal 
confequences. And as a due proportion of time will be allowed before the 
veffels depart from any ifland, (circumftances admitting thereof) for the 
providing fuch articles of curiofity, &c. as any perfon may be inclined 
and able to purchafe: 

It is, Firft, ftriétly enjomed, that no officer, feaman, or other perfon, - 
in fuch commerce with the Indians, do give fuch articles of value, for 
any article of curiofity, as may tend hevdateer to depreciate the value of 
iron, beads, &c. &c. 

Secondly, That every fair means be ufed to cultivate a friendthip with 
the different Indians, and on all occafions to treat them with eq y de- 
eree of kindnefs and humanity. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, As proper perfons will be appointed by the refpeétive com- 


manders to trade with the natives, for the neceflary provifions and re- 
fref{hments ; it is ftri€tly enjoined that no officer, feaman, or other per- 
fon, excepting him or them fo appointed, do on any pretence, prefume 
to trade, or offer to trade, for any article whatever, until permiffion 
fhall have been granted for fo doing. 


Fourthly, Every perfon employed-on fhore, on any duty whatever, is : 


ftriétly to. attend to the fame: and if it fhould appear that by negleét, 
any of the arms, working tools, boats :furniture, or other matters com- 
mitted to the charge of one or more perfons, be loft, or fuffered to be 
ftolen, the full value of the fame will be charged againft his, or their 
wages, and he or they will likewife fuffer fuch other punifhment, as the 
nature of the offence may deferve ; and as the additional pay, and the emo- 
luments of the artificers, ferving in his Majefty’s navy, is for their encou- 
ragement, and the diligent performance of their duty in_ their re{pective 
trades or occupations, and for providing themfelves with the requifite 
working tools, all fuch implements or tools belonging to the feveral ar- 
tificers of the two veffels, are by their refpeétive owners to be carefully 
preferved, that they may be always able to perform the duties of their 
refpeétive departments; and fhould any one be hardy enough to fail in 
his obedience to this order, he fhall be difrated from his employment 
during the continuance of the voyage, and fuffer fuch other punifhment 
as the crime may deferve. 

Laftly, The fame penalty will be rnflited> on every perfon, who fhall 
be found to embezzle, or be concerned in embezzling, or offering to 
trade with, any part of the fhips or boats ftores, furniture, &c. &c. be 
thefe of what nature foever. 


Given on board his Majefty’s floop Difcovery, at fea, the 2 5th 
of December, 1791. 
(Signed) 


GEORGE VANCOUVER. 
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CHAPTER V, 


Mr. Broughton’s narrative, from the time of his feparation, to his being 
joined by the Difcovery at Otaheite ; with fome account of Chatham Ifland, 
and other aflands difcovered on his paffage. 


a THE wood we received in Facile Harbour, with the fpruce-beer, 
and water upon deck, had brought the veflel fo much by the head, that, 
together with the high fea now running, obliged us to deviate from our 
foutherly courfe and keep before the ftorm, which raged with great vio- 
lence; and notwithftanding every precaution, a wave flruck our ftern, 
about fix on wednefday morning, wafhed away the jolly-boat, and fat us 
all afloat upon deck. Having, about nine, run by eftimation to the fouth 
of the Traps, to prevent our fhipping fo much water I brought to, un- 
der a reefed tryf{ail, and fore ftayfail. By noon, the gale had confider- 
ably abated, the fea fubfided, and the horizon became tolerably clear; 
but the Difcovery was not to be feen in any direction. After duly weigh- 
ing all circumftances fince the commencement of the gale, our fepara- 
tion from the Difcovery appeared now complete; and the chance of our 
meeting again until our arrival at our next rendezvous in Otaheite, feemed 
little in our favor. 

« About two in the afternoon, land was difcovered from the deck, ap- 
pearing like a high ifland, bearing by compafs s.s.z. 3 or 4 leagues dif- 
tant; about an hour afterwards, we had fight of more land lying to the 
fouthward and detached from the former; our utmoft endeavours were 
ufed to weather this land, but finding it impracticable, we bore up for 
a paflage between the high ifland, and the detached land, which was found 
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to be compofled of a clufter of {mall iflets and rocks, greater in extent 
though about the height of the Needles ; their tops, or ridges are much 
broken; and from the high ifland bore by compafs. N.. and s.w. form- 
ing a paflage 3 miles wide; about one third of the paflage over, on 
the fouthern fide, lies a fmall black rock juft above water ; on all thefe 
rocks and iflets the fea broke with great violence. In this paflage we had 
a confufed irregular fwell, with the appearance of broken water ; large 
“bunches of fea-weed were obferved, and the whole furface was covered 
with birds of a blackifh colour. The n.x. part of the ifland in the eve- 
ning, bore by compafs north; the s.w. part, n.w. by n.; the paflage 
N.w.; and the rocky iflets from n.w. by w. to w. by n. between 2 and 3 
leagues diftant: in this fituation we had no bottom at the depth of 60 and 
80 fathoms. Some parts of the ifland prefented a very barren appear- 
ance, not unlike the s.w. fide of Portland, compofed of whitifh rocky 
cliffs. The rocky iflets are five in number, fome of which wore a pyra- 
midical form. On account of the hazinefs in the atmofphere, the north- 
eafternmoft part of the rland was feen fo very indiftinétly, that its ex- 
tent could not be afcertained. We had no reafon to fuppofe it inhabi- 
ted, and its defolate appearance made that very improbable. This rland, 
in honor of Captain Knight of the navy, I named Knicut’s Istanp, 
Its fouth point lies in the latitude of 48°15’, longitude 166° 44’, afcer- 
tained by the watch the laft time the bearings were taken, allowing its 
error to be 30’ weft, as determined at Dufky Bay. Knight’s Ifland, 
fo far as we could fee of its extent, and the rocky iflets, lie in the direc- 
tion of n.z. by r. 2 £. and s.w. by w.iw. allowing a point and a half 

variation eaft: they extend about 4 leagues. 
“Jn the morning of the 24th, with a fine ‘weftwardly gale, we altered 
our courfe, and made all fail to the N.z.. The wind which varied in 
point of force, veered gradually round by the north. On faturday our 
latitude was 46°43’, longitude 173° 30’. In the evening the wind fhifted 
_fuddenly to the s.w. and blew with fuch violence, that ftriking our top- 
gallant mafts and yards became neceflary. A remarkably heavy following 
fea, kept the veffel conftantly under water; but the gale was attended with 
clear weather. At noon on the 27th our latitude by obfervation was 
M 2 45° 
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45°54. longitude by account 176° 13’. The gale now moderated, which 
permitted us again to ref{ume our N.£. courfe, with a fine breeze between 
weftand N.w. Early inthe morning of the 29th low land was difcover- 
ed, bearing by compafs N.z. to E.N.E.; and being then in 4o fathoms 
water, we brought to until day-break. About four o’clock we had 38 fa- 
thoms fand and broken fhelly bottom, when the n.w. point of this land, 
which is low, bore by compafs s.7 £. about 3 leagues diftant, and which, 
after the man who fortunately faw it, from the fore yard, Inamed Point 
ALISON ; aremarkably rugged rocky mountain that obtained the name of 
Mount PatrersoOn S. 60 £.; a fugar-loaf hill s.84 £.; and the extreme 
point to the eaftward, which formed an abrupt Cape, N.7 5. Two illands 
N.9E.toO N.5£. 2 or 3 leagues diftant. The interior land was of a mode- 
rate height, rifing gradually, and forming feveral peaked hills, which at a 
diftance have the appearance of iflands. From point Alifon to mount Pat- 


~ terfon the fhore is low, and covered with wood; from thence to the above 


Cape was a continued white beach, on which fome fandy cliffs, and black 
rocks were interfperfed, apparently detached from the fhore. To the 
eaftward of thefe rocks, between them and a flat projeéting point, the 
land feemed to form a bay open to the weftward. From this point to the 
above Cape, a diftance of about two miles, the cliffs are covered with wood 
and coarfe grafs. Thefe cliffs are of moderate height, compofed of a 
reddifh clay, mixed with black rocks. Several large black rocks lie off 
point Alifon, and the Cape, extending little diftance; and as we pafled 
within about halfa mile of the fhore, the depth of water was 14 fathoms, 
broken fhells, and fandy bottom. This Cape forms a confpicuous head 
land, and is the northernmoft part of the ifland; I called it CaprEYounec; 
it lies in’ latitude 43°48’, longitude 183° 2". The above two iflands lie very 
near each other; to the eaftward of them lies a {mall rock, apparently 
connected, though at no great diftance, by a reef; another rock fome- 
what larger is fituated between them. ‘They are of no great height; flat 
top with perpendicular fides, compofed intirely of rocks, and much fre- 
quented by birds of different kinds. Thefe, which from their refemblance 
toeach other, I called Tue Two Sisrers, are in latitude 49° 41’, longi- 
tude 182° 49'; and bear, by compals, from Cape Young N. 50 w. 4 

leagues 
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leagues diftant. We fteered from cape Young e. by N. keeping be- 


tween 2 and 3 miles from the coaft, with regular foundings from 25 to 
22 fathoms. The fhore is a continued white fandy beach, on which 
the furf ran very high. Some high land, rifing gradually from the 
beach and covered with wood, extends about 4 miles to the eaftward 
of the Cape. After pafling this land, we opened the feveral hills over 
the low land we had feen in the morning, and could difcern that many 
of them were covered like our heaths in England, but deftitute of trees. 
The woods in fome fpots had the appearance of being cleared, and in fe- 
veral places between the hills fmoke was obferved. The beach is inter- 
rupted at unequal diftances by proje€ting rocky points covered with wood. 
Over the banks of fand were feen a range of retired hills at a confidera- 
ble diftance, in the direétion of the coaft. After failing about 10 leagues, 
we came abreaft of a {mall fandy bay. Water was feen over the beach, 
and the country had the appearance of being very pleafant... With our 
glaffes we perceived fome people hauling up a canoe, and feveral others 
behind the rocks in the bay. Fearful that fo good an opportunity might 
not occur for acquiring fome knowledge of the habitants, I worked up 
into the bay, which we had paffed before the natives were difcovered. 
We came to an anchor about a mile from the fhore in 20 fathom water, 
fandy and rocky bottom. The eaftern point by compafs bore n.78£.; 
cape Young w.12s.; the larboard point of the bay s.x.; the eaftern 
point from our anchorage proved to be the termination of the ifland, to 
which I gave the name of Point MuNNINGs. 

«“ Accompanied by Mr. Johnfton the mafter, and one of the mates, 
we proceeded towards the fhore in the cutter. The rocks projett a little 
at each extremity of the bay; within them we found fmooth water, and 
landed upon the rocks on the ftarboard fhore, where we had firft per- 
ceived the inhabitants; who were, at this time, on the oppofite fide, but 


feeing us examining their canoes, they haftily ran round the bay; on: 


which we retired to the boat, to wait their arrival. As they approached 
they made much noie, and having foon joined us, we entered into a con- 
verfation by figns, geftures, and fpeech, without underftanding what 
each other meant. We prefented them with feveral articles, which they 
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received with great eagernefs, and feemed pleafed with whatever was 
given them; but would make no exchanges. Yet as we had reafon to 
believe they were very folicitous that we fhould land, Mr. Sheriff, leaving 
his arms in the boat, went on fhore; but he feemed to excite the atten- 
tion of two or three of them only, who attended him towards the canoes 
on the beach, whilft the reft, amounting to forty or thereabouts, re- 
mained on the rocks talking with us, and whenever the boat backed in, 
to deliver them any thing, they made no fcruple of attempting to take 
whatever came within their reach. Having repeatedly beckoned us to 
follow them round to where their habitations were fuppofed to be, as 
foon as Mr. Sheriff returned, we proceeded to comply with their wifhes. 
They had been very curious in their examination of Mr. Sheriff’s perfon, 
and feemed very defirous of keeping him, as they frequently pulled him 
towards the wood, where we imagined fome of them refided. On meet- 
ing them on the other fide, they feated themfelves on the beach, and 
feemed very anxious to receive us on fhore ; but as all our intreaties were 
ineffeétual in obtaming any thing in return for our prefents, perceiving 
many of them to be armed with long f{pears, and the fituation being un- 
favorable to us, m cafe they fhould be difpofed to treat us with hoftilty, 
we did not think it prudent to venture amongft them; and finding our 
negotiation was not likely to be attended with fuccefs, we took our leave ; 
but in our way off, as the natives remained quietly where we had left 
them, I thought it a good opportunity to land once more and take an- 
other view of their canoes. Having again reached the fhore without any 
interruption, we difplayed the Union flag, turned a turf, and took poffef- 
fion of the ifland; which I named Cyatruam Isianp, (in honor of the 
Earl of Chatham,) in the name of His Majefty King George the Third; 
under the prefumption of our being the firft difcoverers. After drinking 
His Majefty’s health, I nailed a piece of lead to a tree near the beach, on 
which was mfcribed, His Britannick Majefty’s Brig Chatham, Lieutenant 
William Robert Broughton commander, the 29th November, Ly gi 
And in a bottle fecreted near the tree, was depofited an infeription in 

Latin to the fame effeét. 
“* The canoes we examined were more in form of a fal] hand barrow 
without 
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without legs, than any other thing to which they can be compared, de- 
creafing in width from the after to the fore part. They were made of 
a light fubftance refembling bamboo, though not hollow, placed fore and 
aft on each fide, and fecured together by pieces of the fame wood, up 
and down, very neatly faftened with the fibres of fome plant in the man- 
ner of bafket work. Their bottoms flat and conftruéted in the fame way, 
were two feet deep and eighteen inches in breadth; the openings of the 
feams on the infide and bottom were ftuffed with long fea weed ; their 
fides meet not abaft, nor forward, their extreme breadth aft is three, and 
forward, two feet; length eight and nine feet. In the ftern isa feat very 
neatly made of the fame material; which is moveable. They appeared 
calculated alone for fifhg amongfit the rocks near the fhore ;_ were capa- 
ble of carrying two or three perfons, and were fo light that two men 
could convey them any where with eafe, and one could haul them into 
fafety on the beach. Their grapnels were ftones, and the ropes to which 
thefe were made faft, were formed of matting, worked up in a fimilar 
way with that which is called French finnet. The paddles were of hard 
wood, the blades very broad, and gradually increafing from the handle. 
The nets of thefe iflanders were very ingenioufly made, termmating in a 
cod or purfe; the mouth was kept open by a rim of fix feet in diameter, 
made from wood of the fupple jack kind; the length from eight to ten 
feet, tapered gradually to one; they were clofely made, and from the 
center attached to the rim by cords, was fixed a line for hauling them up. 
They were made of fine hemp, two ftrands twifted and knotted like a reef 
knot, and feemingly very ftrong. They had alfo fcoop nets, made of 
the bark or fibres of fome tree or plant, without any preparation, and 
netted in equal mefhes. We penetrated a little into the woods, but did 
not find any huts, or houfes, though large quantities of fhells, and places 
where fires had been made, were obferved. 

* The woods afforded a delightful fhade, and being clear of undergrowth, 
were in many places formed into arbours, by bending the branches when 
young, and enclofing them round with {maller trees. ‘Thefe appeared to 
have been flept in very lately. The trees of which the woods are com- 
poled grow in a moft luxuriant manner, clear of {mall branches to a 

) confiderable 


87 


2791. 
November. 


88 


1791. 


~November. 


ee ame d 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOWERY 


confiderable height; and confift of feveral forts, fome of which, the leaf 
in particular, was like the laurel. Another fort was jointed like the vine, 


but we did not fee one that could be dignified by the appellation of a 
timber tree. On our return, a few of the natives were feen approaching 
us, and as they appeared peaceably difpofed, we joined the firft party, 
and faluted each other by meeting nofes, according to the New Zealand 
fafhion. They were prefented with fome trinkets, but feemed to enter- 
tain not the leaft idea of barter, or of obligation to make the leaft return, 
as we could not prevail upon them to part with any thing excepting one | 
{pear of very rude workmanfhip. On making a bargain with him who 
had parted with the fpear, for his coat, or covering of fea-bear {kin, he 
was fo delighted with the refleétion of his face in the looking glaffes pro- 
pofed in exchange, that he ran away with them. | Previouily to this with 
a view to fhew them the fuperior effect of our fire arms, I gave them fome 
birds which I had killed, and pointed out to them the caufe of their death. 
On firing my gun they feemed much alarmed at its report; and all re- 
treated as we advanced towards them, excepting one old man, who main- 
tained his ground; and prefenting his fpear fide-ways, beat time with his 
feet ; and as he feemed to notice us in a very threatening manner, I gave 
my fowling piece to one of our people, went up to him, fhook him by 
the hand, and ufed every method I could devife to obtain his confidence. 
Obferving fomething in his hand rolled carefully up in a mat, I was de- 
firous of looking at it, upon which he gave it to another, who walked 
away with it; but who did not prevent my feeing that it contained {tones 
fafhioned like the Patoo Patoes of New Zealand. They feemed very 
anxious to get my gun and fhot belt, and frequently exclaimed Toohata. 
Some of their fpears were ten feet, others about fix feet in length, one or 
two of which were new, with carved work towards the handle; when- | 
ever thefe were pointed to, they were immediately given to thofe behind, 
as if afraid of our taking them by force. Finding little was to be pro- 
cured or learned here, we made figns of going to their fuppofed habita- 
tions, and endeavoured to make them underftand we needed fomething 
to eat and drink. As they continued very friendly, three men armed 
attended Mr. Johnfton and myfelf along the water-fide; the boat with 

four 
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four hands keeping clofe by the fhore as we walked, left we might require 
fupport, or it {hould be neceffary to retreat. Every one had orders to 
be prepared, but on no account to make ule of their arms, until I fhould 
give directions, which, at this time, I had not the moft diftant idea 
would become neceflary. When our little party firft fat off, feveral- of 
them colleéted large fticks, which they fwung over their heads, as if they 
had fome intention of ufing them. He who had received the {tones from 
the old man, had them now fixed, one at each end, toa large ftick about 
two feet in length. Not liking thefe appearances, we had fome thoughts 
of embarking; but, on our fuddenly facing about, they retired up the 
beach toa fire which fome of them had juft made. Mr. Johnfton fol- 
lowed them fingly, but was not in time to difcover the method by which 
it had been fo quickly produced. His prefence feemed rather to difpleafe 
them, on which he returned, and we again proceeded along the beach, 
making figns of our intention to accompany them on the other fide of the 
bay. Fourteen only followed, the reft remained at the fire. Thofe who 
had not {pears fubftituted the drift wood on the beach for their weapons ; 
yet as our party confifted of nine, all well armed, we entertained no fear 
for our perfonal fafety, efpecially as every thing had been ftudioufly 
avoided that we imagined might give them offence, and the various pre- 
fents they had received had apparently purchafed their good opinion 
and friend{fhip, until now that we had reafon to believe the contrary 
by their providing themfelves with bludgeons. Having walked about 
half round the bay, we arrived at the fpot behind which, from the maft 
head, inland water had been feen. As we proceeded up the beach we found 
it to be a large fheet of water, which took a weftern direétion round a hill 
that prevented our feeing its extent. At the upper end of this lake, the 
country appeared very pleafant, and level. The water feemed of a red- 
difh colour and was brackifh, which was moft probably occafioned by 
the falt water oozing through the beach, which at this place is not more 
than twenty yards wide; or by its having fome communication with fea to 
the weftward, which we did not perceive. We tried to explain to the 
natives who ftill attended us, that the water was not fit to drink, and 
then returned to the fea fide; when, abreaft of the boat, they became 
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very. clamorous, talked extremely loud to each other, and divided fo ‘as 
nearly to furround us. A young man ftrutted towards me in a very 
menacing attitude; he diftorted his perfon, turned up his eyes, made hi- 
deous faces, and created a wonderful fiercenefs in his appearance by his 
geftures. On pointing my double-barrelled gun towards him he defifted. 
Their hoftile intentions were now too evident to be miftaken, and there- 
fore, to avoid the neceffity of reforting to extremities, the boat was imme- 
diately ordered in to take us on board. During this interval, although 
we were ftri€tly on our guard, they began their attack, and before the 
boat could get in, to avoid being knocked down I was reluétantly com- 
pelled to fire one barrel, which being loaded with fmall fhot, I was in 
hopes might intimidate without materially wounding them, and that we 
{hould be fuffered to embark without further moleftation. _ Unfortunately, 
I was difappointed in this hope. Mr. Johnfton received a blow upon 
his mufket with fuch force from an unwieldy club, that it fell to the 
ground, but before his opponent could pick it up, Mr. Johnfton had 
time to recover his pofition, and he was obliged to fire on the blow being 
again attempted. A marine and feaman near him, were, under fimilar 
circumftances forced into the water, but not before they had alfo, jufti- 
fied alone by felf prefervation, fired their pieces without orders. The 
gentleman having charge of the boat feeing us much prefled by the na- 
tives, and obliged to retreat, fired at this inftant alfo, on which they 
fled. I ordered the firing inftantly to ceafe, and was highly gratified 
to fee them depart apparently unhurt. The happinefs I enjoyed in 
this reflection was of fhort duration, one man was difcovered to have 
fallen ; and I am concerned to add, was found lifelefs, a ball having broken 
his arm and pafled through his heart. We immediately repaired towards 
the boat, but the furf not permitting her to come near enough, we were 
{till under the neceffity of walking to the place from whence we had ori- 
ginally intended to embark. As we retired, we perceived one of the 
natives return from the woods, whither all had retreated, and placing 
himfelf by the deceafed, was diftinétly heard in a fort of difmal howl to 
utter his lamentations. 
« As we approached our firft landing»place we faw no figns of habi- 
f tations, 
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tations, although women and children were fuppofed to have been look- 
ing at us from the woods, whilft talking to -the natives on our arrival. 
On tracing fome of the foot-paths, nothing was difcovered but great 
numbers of ear fhells, and receffes formed in the fame manner with a 
fingle pallifade as thofe feen on our firft landing. We diftributed amongtt 
the canoes the remaining part of our toys and trinkets, to manifeft our kind 
intentions towards them, and as fome little atonement alfo for the injury 
which, contrary to our inclinations, they had {uftained, in defending our- 
felves again{t their unprovoked, unmerited hoftility. In our way to the 
fhip, we faw two natives running along the beach to the canoes, but on 
our arrival on board they were not difcernible with our glaffes. 

« The men were of a middling fize, fome ftoutly made, well limbed and 
flefhy; their hair, both of the head and beard, was black, and by fome 
was worn long. ‘The young men had it tied up in a knot on the crown 
of their heads, intermixed with black and white feathers. Some had their 
beards plucked out; their complexion and general colour is dark brown, 
with plain features, and in general bad teeth. Their fkins were defti- 
tute of any marks, and they had the appearance of being cleanly in their 
perfons. Their drefs was either a feal or bear-fkin tied with finnet, 
infide outwards, round their necks, which fell below their hips; or mats 
neatly made, tied in the fame manner, which covered their backs and 
fhoulders. Some were naked, excepting a well woven matt of fine tex- 
ture, which, being faftened at each end by a ftring round their waitts, 
made a fort of decent garment. We did not obferve that their ears were 
bored, or that they wore any ornaments about their perfons, excepting a 
few who had a fort of necklace made of mother of pearl fhells. Several 
of them had their fifhing lines, made of the fame fort of hemp with their 


nets, faftened round them; but we did not fee any of their hooks. We - 


noticed two or three old men, but they did not appear to have any power 
or authority over the others. They feemed a cheerful race, our conver- 
fation frequently exciting violent burfts of laughter amongft them. On 
our firft landing their furprize and exclamations can hardly be imagined ; 
they pointed to the fun, and then to us, as if toafk, whether we had come 
from thence. . The not finding a fingle habitation, led us to confider 
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this part of the ifland as a temporary refidence of the inhabitants, poffi- 
bly for the purpofe of procuring a fupply of fhell and other fifh. The 
former, of different kinds, were here to be had in great abundance: claws 
of cray fifh were found in their canoes; and as the birds about the fhore 
were in great numbers, and flew about the natives as if never molefted, it 
gave us reafon to believe that the fea furnifhed the principal means of 
their fubfiftence. Black fea pies with red bills, black and white fpotted 
curlews with yellow bills, large wood pigeons like thofe at Dufky bay, 
a variety of ducks, fmall fand larks, and fand-pipers, were very nume- 
rous about the fhores. 

« Thefe few obfervations conclude a brief narrative of our vifit and 
tranfaétions at Chatham ifland; and I have to lament that the hoftility of 
its mhabitants rendered the melancholy fate that attended one of them 
unavoidable, and prevented our refearches extending further than the 
beach, and the immediate entrance of the adjoining wood. 

« On our return to the veffel we got under weigh, with a frefh gale 
at s.w. About fix in the evening, on pafling point Munnings, which is 
the N.£. extremity of the ifland, it was feen to be a low peninfula, 
over which, from the maft-head, was difcovered more land to the fouth- 
ward; but the weather became fo very hazy, that it was impoflible to dif- 
cern how far it extended in that direétion. From the bay, which I called 
SKIRMISH Bay, to point Munnings, the fhore 1s low, rocky, and clothed 
with wood. Some rocks lie a little way off the point. The extent of the . 
ifland in an eaft and welt direction, which is nearly the line of the coaft, 
was now confidered to be about 12 leagues, allowing 14° eaft variation. 
The latitude of our anchoring place in Skirmifh bay was 49°49’, and its 
longitude 183°25'.. At eight o’clock the extremities of the land bore 
from s,w. by s. to w. by s. 5 or 6 leagues diftant. At day-break, the 
next morning, we made all fail as ufual, and purfued our way to the 
n.e. In the courfe of this day, we pafled many patches of fea weed, 
and faw fome port Egmont hens and feveral oceanic birds. 

« With pleafant weather and a fine gale between the s.r. and s.w. 
quarters, we proceeded, without any thing occurring worthy of notice, 
until the 3d of december, when, in the afternoon, our latitude was 38° 
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52’; the mean refult of eight fets of lunar obfervations taken the two 
preceding days, and reduced by the watch, gave the longitude this day 
192 °43' 33”. The watch, by its rate, and error, as found at Dufky bay, 
fhewed 192° 45/37”. The mean variation, by azimuths and amplitude, 
11°56’ eaftwardly. The watch and obfervations having agreed fo well, 
little error is to be apprehended in the longitude afligned to Chatham 
ifland. 

« Our pleafant weather was of no long continuance; on tuefday, in the 
latitude of 35°43’, longitude 197° 20’, towards evening, it fellcalm. A 
breeze next morning f{prang up at N.£. with which we fteered to the 
E.S.E.;. between which, and the n.n.w. the wind continued with hazy, 
rainy, foggy and very unpleafant weather until funday, in latitude 36° 
53, longitude 206°: having been vifited by few oceanic birds, The wind 
now veered round by the weft to the fouthward, and brought us tolera- 
bly pleafant weather, with which, until thurfday, we continued to fteer 
north by eaft; when, in latitude 30°17’, longitude 208°46’, the wind 
again refumed its northern dire¢tion, varying a point or two on either 
fide of north. The atmofphere became dark, heavy, fultry and gloomy ; 
the clouds poured down torrents of rain accompanied with much light- 
ning, thunder, and violent fqualls, which obliged the crew to be con- 
{tantly expofed, until the goth; when the wind changed to the fouth, 
blew a moderate breeze, and we again had fine fettled weather. 
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« Although every advantage had been taken which the winds afforded, — 


during the laft four days, we had not been able to fhorten the diftance 
from our deftined port, more than 6 leagues ; our latitude this day being 
29°8', longitude 211°55’. Shortly, after noon, fome obfervations were 
procured for the longitude. The mean of four fets of diftances gave 
214° 30 18”, the watch 212°19'15”. Although the watch was confide- 
rably to the weftward of the lunar obfervations, yet in the laft of five days, 
it made 1°19/ more eafting than the log fhewed. 

« The wind continued between fouth, and E.s.£. with pleafant weather ; 
on thurf{day we were again enabled to obtain more obfervations for the 
longitude, when the mean of two fets gave 213°59' 7’, the watch 219°49’, 

the mean of thefe, and thofe taken on tuelday, reduced by the watch to 
this 
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this day, gave the mean refult of the fix fets 219° 51’ 30”, which was 1°10’ 
eaft of the watch; our latitude at this time was 25° 26.’ 

« At eight the next morning, land was feen from the maft-head bear- 
ing, by compals, w. by s. an hour afterwards it was vifible from 
the deck bearing w.s.w.iw. at the diftance of about 10 leagues. It 
proved to be a fall high ifland; its northern part formed an elevated 
bhummock, from the fall of which the land continued level, and then gra- 
dually decreafed to the other extreme point. 

«“ The watch, with its error, gave the longitude, at the time the above 
bearings were taken, 211°6, Qa € 213°16, our latitude by eftimation 
at this time 29°36. The fun being within a few minutes of the zenith at 
noon, our obfervation was indifferent, and could by no means be de- 
pended upon. I did not think it proper, on the prefent occafion, to give 
any name to this ifland. I had fome reafon to doubt the accuracy of our 
longitude. On our arrival at Otaheite I fhould be enabled to determine 
whether this ifland might not be Tobouai feen by Captain Cook, or the 
land fuppofed to have been feen to the fouth-eaftward, whilft the Refolu. 
tion was off that ifland. 

“ The wind principally between E.N.E. and s.z. blew very frefh, at- 
tended with fqualls, a gloomy atmofphere, and an almoft inceflant rain, 
until feven in the morning of the 26th ; when the weather clearing, gave 
us a view of Maitea or Ofnaburgh iland; bearing, by compafs, E.s.£. 
diftant only about 6 or 8 leagues. We immediately fteered for Otaheite, 
which was feen about eight bearing w.5.N. The wind was now eaftwardly, 
accompanied by fhowers of rain. At noon, the land over point Venus 
bore weft, diftant 7 or 8 leagues. The latitude now obferved (being the 
firft time fince the 23d,) varying only 5° from the dead reckoning, was 
17° 20’, longitude 211° 4 Fe by the watch 210°399. Inthe afternoon, the 
wind became fouthwardly, with dark gloomy weather. Having reached, 
by five o'clock, within four or five miles of the fhore, a little to the ealt- 
ward of point Venus, fome canoes came.off, and brought fome cocoa-nuts, 
and two {mall hogs, which were inftantly purchafed. Towards fun-fet, 
the breeze died away, and it continued calm until midnight, when it again 


frefhened from the eaftward; with which, under an eafy fail, we plied 
until 
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until the morning, when all our canvafs was fpread for Matavai bay. 
About eight o’clock we rounded the Dolphin bank in 24 fathoms wa- 
ter, and worked up into the bay. About nine we anchored in 8 fathom, 
black muddy bottom; point Venus bearing by compafs n.15 £.; the 
Dolphin bank n.70 w.; and One-Tree hill s.31 w. This being the 
place of rendevous appointed by Captain Vancouver, we experienced no 
{mall degree of difappointment on not finding the Difcovery in port ; 
and our folicitude for her welfare was greatly increafed, when we ad- 
verted to her fuperiority in failing, which had given us reafon to believe 
her arrival would have preceded ours, at leaft a week. 

© We {carcely anchored, when the natives flocked around us in the moft 
civil and friendly manner, bringing with them an ample fupply of the 
different refrefhments their country afforded. Some trifling thefts being 
committed by fome of our numerous vifitors, we were under the neceffity 
of obliging them to retire to their canoes alongfide, with which they 
complied in the greateft good humour. The whole of the afternoon was 
a continued rain, as heavy as any one on board ever beheld, aceompa- 
nied with a very fevere tempeft.. On our firft arrival, the whole of the 
fhore was one uninterrupted beach; but, towards evening, the torrents 
of rain which had fallen, caufed an mundation of the river; which 
broke its bank about half way, between point Venus and One-Tree; hill ; 
and through the breach an immenfe quantity of water was difcharged, 
which brought with it a great number of large trees that were fcattered 
in various direétions over the bay.. A great concourfe of the inhabitants 
had affembled and beheld the bank give way, upon which they all fhouts 
ed, feemingly with acclamations of great joy; for had not this event 
taken place, their houfes and plantations would probably have been 
much in¢commoded by the overflowing of the river. 

« Our cutter was moored alongfide. In the courfe of the night one 
of the trees drifted athwart'her, broke the iron chain, with which fhe 
was fecured, ftove in her’ broadfide and {tern ; and, on her filling, the 
furniture was wafhed away. This circumftance, little to the credit of 
the gentlemen who had the watch on deck, was- not difcovered until the 
- morning, when, after fome hours fearch in the launch, the: party return- 


ed without finding the loft materials. 
« From 
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“From young Qtoo, I received this morning a prefent of two hogs, 
and fome fruit. Otoo the elder, now ftiled Pomarre, we underftood, was 
at Eimeo, whither the meflengers requefted we would fend to acquaint 
him with our arrival, on which he would inftantly repair to Matavai. 
His abfence, however, had produced not the leaft inconvenience ; for 
notwithftanding we had not been vifited by any chief, yet the behaviour 
of the people was perfeétly civil and friendly. They fupplied us with 
as much provifion as we could poflibly ufe, on very reafonable terms. 
The greater part of this day, and all the fucceeding night, the tempeft 
continued with unabated torrents of rain. 

« On thurfday morning I received from Oparre a very bountiful pre- 
fent, confifting of hogs and fruit, from young Vioo, with a meflage to 
fignify that he might be expected next day at Matavai. In the evening, 
the weather being a little more temperate, though the furf continued 
to run too high to admit of our approaching the beach in the bay, we 
landed at the back of point Venus, and were received by the natives 
with great cheerfulnefs and cordiality. They treated us with the utmoft 
hofpitality, and vied with each other to be foremoft in friendly attentions. 
The wind having fhifted to the eaftward, the weather became ferene and 
pleafant; and being informed the next morning, by fome of the natives, 
that a fhip was in fight, I repaired inftantly on fhore, and had the un- 
fpeakable pleafure of perceiving it to be the Difcovery to the eaftward, 
fteering for the bay. About ten o'clock, as fhe hauled in between the 
reef and the Dolphin bank, I went on board to congratulate Captain 
Vancouver ; and to mform him of our welfare and proceedings fince our 
feparation.” 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the feparation of the two 
veffels was occafioned, as was firft conjeétured, by circumftances un- 
avoidable, which occurred during a very heavy and violent ftorm. As 
fome recompence, however, for the anxiety attendant on lofing the com- 
pany of our little confort, we had to refleét, that, eventually, the gale 
had been the fortunate means of our making fome additions to geo- 
graphy. 

The iflands firft difcovered by the Chatham, and named Knight’s 

ifland 
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ifland by Mr. Broughton, were the Snares, which we had paffed in the 
Difcovery a few hours before. As Mr. Broughton confidered our means 
- for afcertaining their true pofition fuperior to what he poffleffed, their 
pofitive fituation as placed by us may be received as correét; but as 
the Chatham paffed through them, the relative fituation to each other, 
according to Mr. Broughton’s obfervations, is to be preferred. 

The Difcovery pafled about 20 leagues to the north of Chatham 
ifland; as did Captain Cook in march 1777, who alfo paffed, about the 
fame diftance to the fouth of it, in june 1773: on all thefe occafions, it 
was not obferved, nor did we, in the Difcovery, fee the iflands difco- 
vered by the Chatham on the 23d of december, lying more to the eaftward 
than Tobouai, and in latitude 23° 42’, longitude 212° 49’. 
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CHAPTER eva 


Vifit Otoo—Arrival of Pomurrey and Matooara Mahow—Arrival of Taow, 
Pomurrey's father—Interview between Taow and his fons—Submiffion of 
Taow to Otoo—Entertainments at the encampment—Vifit of Poatatou— 
Death of Mahow—Excurfion to Oparre. 


By the time we had anchored, the fhip was furrounded with canoes 
Jaden with the different produétions of the country. The natives, with . 
every affurance of friendfhip, and with expreffions of the greateft joy at 
our arrival, were crowding on board. One or two amongft them, al- 
though not principal chiefs, evidently affumed fome little authority, and 
were exceedingly earneft that we fhould not fuffer the multitude to come 
on board, as that would be the beft means to prevent thefts, and infure that 
amity and good fellowfhip which they appeared very folicitous to eftablifh 
and fupport. We complied with their advice, and found no difficulty 
In carrying it into execution. We had only to defire they would return 
to their canoes, and they immediately complied. I had the mortifica- 
tion of finding on inquiry, that moft of the friends I had left here in 
the year 1777, both male and female, were dead. Otoo, with his father, 
brothers, and fifters, Potatow, and his family, were the only chiefs of 
my old acquaintance that were now living. Otoo was not here; nor 
did it appear that Otaheite was now the place of his refidence, having 
retired to his newly acquired poffeffion Eimeo, or as the natives more 
commonly call that ifland Morea, leaving his eldeft fon the fupreme 
authority over this, and all the neighbouring iflands. The young king 
had taken the name of Otoo, and my old friend that of Pomurrey ; 
having given up his name with his fovereign jurifdition, though he {till 

feemed 
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feemed to retain his authority as regent. Mr. Broughton had received 
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fome prefents, from Otoo, who bas now arrived from Oparre, had W~¥— 


fent defiring that gentleman would vifit him on fhore at Matavai. I 
had received no invitation; but, as fome of the natives gave me to un- 
derftand that my accompanying Mr. Broughton would be efteemed a 
civility, I did not hefitate to comply, efpecially as Mr. Broughton had 
prepared a prefent in fo handfome a way, that I confidered it a fufficient 
compliment to the young king from us both. As foon as the fhip was 
fecured, Mr. Whidbey and myfelf attended Mr. Broughton, with inten- 
tion to fix onan eligible {pot for our tents, and for tranfaéting our ne- 
ceflary bufinefs on fhore; and afterwards to pay our refpetis to his 
Otaheitean majetty. 

The furf obliged us to row round. the et near the mouth of the 
river; where we landed, and were recetved by the natives with every 
demonftration of regard. A meffenger was inftantly difpatched to in- 
form the king of our arrival, and intended vifit. The ftation of our tents 
on my former vifits to this country, was not likely, on the prefent occa- 
fion, to anfwer our purpofe; the beach was confiderably wafhed away, 
and the fand being removed from the coral rocks rendered the landing 
very unfafe. The furf had alfo broken mto the river, and made it very 
falt. .Thefe circumftances induced me to fix on a fituation about a quar- 
ter of a mile further along the beach, to the fouthward. The meffenger 
that had been difpatched to inform Ofoo of our landing and propofed 
vifit, returned with a pig, and a plantain leaf, as a peace-offering to me; 
accompanied by a fpeech of congratulation on our arrival, and offers of 
whatever refrefhments the country afforded. This {hort ceremony being 
fmifhed, we proceeded along the beach in expectation of meeting the 
young fovereign, until we arrived near to the place where the river had 
broken its banks. There we were direéted to halt, under the fhade of a 
palm: tree, to which we readily confented, the weather being nearly 
calm, and exceffively fultry. After waiting a fhort time, we were ac- 
quainted that the king, having fome objeétion to crofs the river for 
the purpofe of meeting ftrangers, requefted we would go to him. A 


€anoe was in waiting to take us over; and having walked about an hun- 
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dred yards on the other fide, the interview took place. We found Otoo 
to be a boy of about nine or ten years of age. He was carried on the 
fhoulders of a man, and was clothed in a piece of Englifh red cloth, 
with ornaments of pigeon’s feathers hanging over his fhoulders.*° When 
we had approached within about eight paces, we were defired to {ftop: the 
prefent we had brought was exhibited; and although its magnitude, and 
the value of the articles it contained, excited the admiration of the by- 
{tanders in the higheft degree, it was regarded by this young monarch 
with an apparently {tern and cool indifference. It was not immediately 
to be prefented ; a certain previous ceremony was neceflary. Not con- 
fidering myfelf fufficiently mafter of the language, I applied for afliftance 
to an inferior chief named Moerree, (who had been ufeful to Mr. 
Broughton) tobe my prompter. At firft he ufed fome pains, but not 
finding me fo apt a {cholar as he expeéted, he foon took the whole office 
upon himfelf. He anfwered for our peaceable and friendly intentions, 
and requefted fupplies of provifions, and a pledge of good faith towards 
us, with as much confidence as if he had been intimately acquainted with 
our wifhes and defigns. Our fituation on this occafion was fimilar to 
that of his Otaheitean majefty, who condefcended to fay but a few words, 
a perfon by his fide fparing him that trouble by going through all the 
formal orations. A ratification of peace and mutual friendfhip being 
acknowledged on both fides, and thefe ceremonies concluded, which took 
up fifteen or twenty minutes, the different European articles compofing 
the prefent, were, with fome little form, prefented to Otoo; .and on his 
fhaking hands with us, which he did very heartily, his countenance be- 
came immediately altered, and he received us with the greateft cheerful- 
nefs and cordiality. He informed me, that his father, my former ac- 
quaintance and friend, was at Morea, and requefted I would fend thither 
a boat for him; for, as the ilanders were much accuftomed to raife falfe 
reports, Pomurrey would not believe that I was arrived without feeing 
fome of us, by whom he would be convinced. He alfo added, that if we 
fhould fail without feeing his father, he would not only be very much 
concerned, but very angry. This language being in the mouths of every 
one around us, and feeling a great defire to fee an old friend who had 

ever 
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ever conduéted himfelf with propriety, and appeared firmly attached to 
our intereft, I promifed to comply with the young king’s requeft. The 
{uffufions of joy, anda readinefs to oblige, were evident in the counte- 
nances of all whom we met. Their inftant compliance with all our re- 
quefts, and their eagernefs to be foremoft in performing any little friendly 
office, could not be obferved without the moft grateful emotions. Each 
of us was prefented with a quantity of cloth, a large hog, and fome ve- 
getables; after which we returned on board creep well pleafed with 
our vifit and reception. 

My original intention in calling here was for the fole purpofe of re- 
cruiting our water, and obtaining a temporary fupply of frefh provifions; 
but on further confideration I was convinced, that we fhould not find any 
place this winter, where the neceflary duties we had to perform ‘before 
we could proceed to the coaft of America, would be fo well done, or 
executed with fo much eafe and convenience, as in our prefent fituation. 
A {mall boat for the Chatham was to be built, and a great repair was ne- 
ceflary to her large cutter. The timber cut in Dufky bay wanted to be 
fawn into planks for many other immediate and effential purpofes. Thefe 
matters required immediate attention, and could not fo properly be exe- 
cuted on board: befide which, the known accuracy with which the fitua- 
tion of this ifland is fettled, made me anxious to Jand our chronometers, 
for the purpofe of afcertaining their error, and rate of going, which had 
lately become fomewhat equivocal. Thefe reafons induced me to deter- 
mine on giving the veflels every equipment here they required, which 
would have the further convenience of fhortening our vifit this feafon at 
the Sandwich iflands. Direétions were therefore given, that the fails 
Should be unbent, the topmafts, &c. ftruck, and that a thorough exami- 
nation of the rigging and fails fhould take place. The Difcovery’s car- 
penters-were ordered to affift thofe of the Chatham, in building and re- 
- pairing her boats, fawing out the plank, and all other neceflary fervices 
that circumftances rendered pra€ticable, were, by the feveral i 
put ina train of execution. 


Agreeably to the promife made to Otoo, Mr. Mudge, accompanied 5 
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Mr. Menzies, was on faturday difpatched to the ifland of Morea for Saturday 31. 


Pomurrey. 
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Pomurrey. Matuaro, who we were informed was, under Otoo, fovereign 
of Huaheine, and who was now here on an Ercoei party,* undertook to 
be their pilot. As foon as the boat put off, the crowd about the fhip 
becoming acquainted with her errand the news was fpeedily carried 
with acclamations to the fhore, and there received with great demon- 
{trations of gladnefs. 

During the night, the {well in the bay had greatly increafed, and con- 
ceiving we were nearer the Dolphin bank than was imagined on our ar- 
rival, we warped nearer in fhore, and moored in 19 fathoms black fand, 


_ and muddy bottom: One-Tree hill bearing by compafs s.26w.; and 
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point Venus N.145. The furf breaking with great violence, had hi- 
therto prevented our landing the encampment ; but as I had been ac- 
cuftomed to fee this place perfectly {mooth, I entertained no doubt that 
the bay would in a day or two refume its ufual tranquillity. 
_ Sunday morning ufhered in the new year. The furf had in fome mea- 
{ure fubfided, though it fill broke with great violence on the fhore; which 
induced me to make new-year’s day a holiday.. Every one had as much 
frefh pork, and plum-pudding as he could make ufe of; and left in the 
voluptuous gratifications of Otaheite, we might forget our friends in old 
England, all hands were ferved a double allowance of grog to drink 
the healths of their fweethearts and friends at home. It is fomewhat 
fingular that the gunner of the Difcovery was the only married man of 
the whole party. 
The weather becoming pleafant on monday morning, the ‘tents, ob- 
fervatory, &c. were fent on fhore. Thefe were conftantly proteéted: by 
a guard of marines, and our field pieces; which were very properly 
conflruéted. for our occafions, and. anfwered every expetted purpofe. 
Mr, Puget was charged with the encampment, and Mr. Whidbey was 
particularly to attend the obfervatory. My attention and refidence was 
divided between the fhip, and the fhore. On pitching our tents, a great 
concourfe of the natives in the moft friendly and orderly manner attend- 
ed. Their numbers, in fome- meafure, proved inconvenient, by inter- 
rupting our labours; but, on a line being drawn on the ground, deno- 
tng the {pace we intended to occupy, not one attempted to trefpafs ; and 
thofe 
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thofe who were permitted to help in the debarkation of our ftores, con- 
ducted themfelves with the utmoft decorum, and feemed amply repaid 
wath a few beads for their affiftance. 

Towards noon Mr. Mudge returned with my old friend Pomurrey, who 
was faluted, previoufly to his coming on board, with four guns from 
each veflel, which gratified him extremely. With him came Matooara 
Mahow, commonly called: Mahow; the reigning prince, under Otoo, of 
Morea. There was however little probability of his long enjoying this 
honorable ftation, as he appeared to be in the laft ftage of a deep and 
rapid decline; his perfon was reduced to a mere fkeleton, which he was 
not able to raife without great affiftance. He was hoifted on board in 
a chair, and fupported by fix people down to the cabin, where, unable 
to fit up, or to ftand, a bed was prepared for him on the lockers. The 
reafons that could induce a man in his deplorable condition to under- 
take fuch a vifit, muft, without doubt, be not Iefs curious than extra- 
ordinary ! 

Pomurrey had perfeét recolleétion of me; and every expreffion, and 
a€tion, indicated the fincerity of the happinefs he profeffed on our arri- 
val. He frequently obferved, I had grown very much, and looked very 
old fince laft we had parted. In the afternoon, his two wives and young- 
eft fifter arrived; the former were the fifters, and the latter the wife of 
Mahow. His two brothers alfo accompanied the ladies, with many chiefs 
and attendants, each prefenting me on their coming on board with 
cloth, hogs, fowls and vegetables, in fuch abundance, that we had now 
more.than we could well difpenfe with. This profufion, however, and 
the manner in which it was beftowed, was very grateful to our feelings, 
as it plainly evinced the kind-hearted difpofition of the inhabitants, and 
that we could not experience any want were our {tay to be protracted 
far beyond the period of my prefent intention, It now became necel- 
fary that a handfome return fhould be made to the whole group, agree- 
ably to the rank and fituation of each individual. In fele&ting the prefents 
I was fortunate enough at once to fucceed, far beyond their moft fane 
guine expectations. ' 

As Pomurrey and Mahow, with their wives, were to fleep on board, 

their 
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their donations were not to be exhibited to public view until the crowd 
was difperfed ; and I was inftru€ed, in the event of Inquiries being made 
concerning the prefents I propofed to make thefe illuftrious perfonages, 
to enumerate but few of the articles. Amongft thofe intended for 
Pomurrey were two axes. Thefe he defired no one fhould know of; 
and to prevent even fufpicion, hid them under my bureau, where they 
remained fome days, until he fent his elder wife Pomurrey Whaheine for 
them. This degree of fecrecy feemed inex plicable. 

Amongtt the feveral chiefs who vifited us, was Poeno, chief of Matavai, 
who brought with him a portrait of Captain Cook, drawn by Mr. Web- 
ber, inthe year1777. This picture is always depofited in the houfe of 
the chief of Matavai, and is become the public regifter. On the back 
of it was written, that the Pandora had quitted this ifland the 8th of 
may 1791. 

It is natural to fuppofe we fhould be very folicitous to become ac- 
quainted with the circumftances that had attended the veffel and the un- 
fortunate perfons belonging to the Bounty. Captain Edwards, who in 


the Pandora was difpatched from England in queft of them fome months 


prior to our failing, had, we underftood, arrived here, and taken on 


board thofe of the crew who were left at Otaheite, amounting to the 


number of thirteen, at the time Mr. Chriftian with the reft of his 
party failed from the ifland, which was fome time before the arrival of 
the Pandora; fince which period I was not able to procure any intelli- 


gence of Mr. Chriftian or his companions. 


Whatever particulars could be colle&ed from the natives, refpeéting 
this no lefs criminal, than melancholy event, I thought it an incum- 
bent duty to procure and tranfmit to England, left any accident fhould 
befal the Pandora. But as a legal inveftigation has fince taken place, 
I truft I fhall neither incur the difpleafure of the humane, nor the re- 
proach of the curious, by declining any further digreffion on this fad 
fubjeét: the former will readily find an apology for me in their own 
bofoms ; and the latter may refort to the publications of the day, for any 


_ other particulars with which they may be defirous of becoming acquainted, 


A large party of royalty, and chiefs, honored us with their company at 
dinner, 
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dinner, which failed being a pleafant circumftance in confequence of the 
weather being extremely hot, and the cabin exceffively crowded. On 
this occafion, the wives of Pomurrey and the wife of Mahow were per- 
mitted to fit with us at table, and partake of the repaft. This indul- 
gence, however, is by no means common, and, I believe, granted to 
no other of the women on the ifland. Our attention was particularly 
attraéted by the great defire which the generality of them, both male and 
female, exhibited, in their endeavours to adopt our manners and cuftoms, 
and the avidity with which they fought fpirituous liquors, 

Pomurrey, in the courfe of dinner and afterwards, drank a bottle of 
brandy, without diluting it. This threw him into fuch violent convul- 
fions, that four ftrong men were required to hold him down, and to 
perform the office of “ Roome, roome,”* which is done by f{queezing the 
flefh of the limbs, and body of the intoxicated perfon with their hands. 
On thefe convulfions fubfiding, he f{lept for about an hour, and then 
arofe to all appearance as much refrefhed with his nap, as if he had re- 
tired perfettly fober. I expoftulated with a defire to convince him that 
inebriety was highly pernicious to health, but in vain; his only 
reply was, “ Nowe none,” a term ufed for every thing that delights or 
pleafes, fuch as mufic, &c. &c. accufed me of being a ftingy fellow, 
and that I was not “ 7%o tzo,” a phrafe lately adopted to fignify a jolly 
companion. This determined me that he fhould have his own way, and 
orders were given that he fhould have as much brandy or rum, as he 
chofe to call for; concluding, that m a few days he would be convin- 
ced of its ill effects. In this I was not miftaken; before the week ex- 
pired he ceafed calling for fpirits ; and a few glaffes of wine, at and af- 
ter dinner, completely fatisfied him; frequently faying, that all I had 
told him of the “ Ava Britarne” was perfe€tly true. Spirits and wine are, 
however, in great requeft with all the chiefs, as is fugar ; and. there can 
be no doubt that thefe articles might be rendered amongft them confi- 
derable branches of traffic. 7 

We were bufily employed this day about our rigging, fails, and other 
matters on board; and in landing the chronomeéters, infiruments, and 
other neceffary articles and implements for the execution of our bufinefs 
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on fhore; from whence the. boats ,returned. with fome water; and we 


) began falting of pork. 


Lhe weather continued to be very fultry; the thermometer gene- 
rally {landing between 83 and 86, my royal guefts, with a crowd of 
attendants, fill remained on-board, and their company became no lefs 
pleafant than inconvenient. I was given to under{tand they intended to 
make the {hip their place of refidence, until they fhould return to Morea. 
This arrangement was very incommodious, and to which it was equally 
impoflible to objeét: I was therefore under the neceffity of reforting to 
fome little addrefs, which fortunately was attended with the defired fuc- 
cefs. I took an opportunity. of acquainting Pomurrey that my atten- 
dance at the obfervatory would now be conftantly required, which would 
oblige me to dine.on fhore; but that I had ordered a dinner on board, 
and plenty of brandy, for him and his friends. A confultation fhortly’ 
took place, and as I was about to leave the {hip, he faid, if I would call 
for him after dinner, the whole party would difembark, defiring at the 
fame time, that he might be faluted on his landing, from the encamp- 
ment; which in the evening was done accordingly. Our royal friends 
took up their abode in a wretched houfe brought for the exprefs. purpofe 
to point Venus, where our tents on former vifits had been pitched. Po- 
murrey was not in a condition to favor us with his prefence that evening 
but, in the morning, we had the honor of his company at the dean 
ment. He regarded with inquifitive attention, and great admiration, the 
feveral works in which our people were engaged. A large piece of tim- 
ber which was fawing into plank, greatly attra€ted his notice, and drew 


- me into a {erape ; he faid it was impoffible we could be in immediate 


want of fo great a quantity, and did not doubt that ere long we fhould 
be in a country where we could again be fupplied, having underftood 
that this ftick had been cut at New Zealand. Thefe confiderations led 
him to requeft, that I would order a cheft of the plank to be made for 
him, fix feet long, four feet broad, and three feet deep. I excufed my- 
felf, by replying ae I could not with any conveniency part with fo much 
plank, nor could the carpenters, be well {pared from the bufinefs on which 
they were employed; but that, before we failed, I would endeavour to 
have a {mall cheft made for him. Pomurrey, however, was of opinion, 
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that a Jarge cheft would take little more time to finifh.than a {mall one, 


and offered to find plank for the top and bottom, if I would fupply the 4 


fides: and end, and allow a carpenter to make it. In fhort, he was’ fo 
prefling and earneft, that much again{t my inclination, having great de- 
mands for the plank, and ‘nests employ for the artificers, I was upuer 
the neceflity of complying with his wilhes. 

Mahow, though extremely feeble, paid us a vifit on fhore; teat un- 
able to walk, he was carried about in a kind of litter: Many other 
chiefs were now conftantly attendant upon us with a numerous party of 
the natives, who all conducted themfelves with the ftriéteft propriety, and 
feemed highly delighted with the new mode of {pending their time, in ‘ob- 
ferving and animadverting on our different employments. 

The wind, fince our arrival, had been eafterwardly, blowing a mode- 
rate breeze; it had now veered to the north with {qualls and {howers of 
rain, attended by-a very heavy rolling {well in the bay: — The Difcovery’s 
yawl wanting repair was hauled up for that purpofe. In the evening, we 
had much rain, with frequent gufts of wind ;. which fo much increafed 
the furf, that all communication with the fhore muft have ceafed, had not 
the good offices of our kind friends on the ifland, enabled us to: keep up 
a correfpondence. They fuccefsfully contended with the boifterous ele- 
ments, by fwimming to and from the fhip; and, to manifeft their attach- 
ment, fupplied us by this means: with bread- fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other 
refrefhments. 

On thurfday morning, sory new. wind, which is the moft boifterous 
and unpleafant known in this country, brought with it a fea which broke 
with fuch great violence on the fhore, as to infulate the {pot on which 
our royal friends had taken up their abode. ‘The wind could not be 
confidered as: a ftrong gale; yet fo violent was the fea that accom- 
panied it, that it, broke with unintermitted force in every part of the 
bay; excepting where the veflels rode; and, even there, we did not in- 
tirely efcape its fury; two feas broke on board the Difcovery, although 
in eight fathoms. water, which nearly filled the: waift. “Towards eight 
o'clock, the clouds in the n.w. bearing a very threatening appearance, 
the theet anchor was sdgopiped Alera This difagreeable weather 
Pie continued 


107 


1792. 
January. 


Thurfday 5. 


108 


179% 
January. 


Friday 6, 


Saturday 7. 


A VOYAGE QF DISCOVERY 


continued all day, and the furf ranged fo high on the fhore as to make 
it neceffary to. remove the obfervatory further back feveral paces ; not- 
withftanding which, the kind offices of the friendly natives, regardlefs of 
danger, were uninterruptedly continued. 

It became calm, and the weather appeared more fettled, on friday 
morning. ‘The fheet anchor was weighed and replaced; and all hands 
were bufily employed in their refpective departments. After breakfaft, 
I went on fhore, and underftood that Otoo had, in the courfe of the laft 
two days, been carried, as when we firft met him, about the encamp- 
ment. On his approach, I invited him into the marquee, and requefted 
he would vifit the fhips. Both thefe invitations he declined; and I was 
immediately given to underftand, that fhould he enter the tents or {hips, 
neither his. father, mother, or any inhabitant of thefe iflands, could again 
be admitted; that every thing is and muft be deftroyed out of which he 
fhould eat or drink, although veflels or utenfils belonging to us. As the 
young monarch was about the encampment moft part of the day ; whilft 
at dinner, I demanded of his father if I might fend him a glafs of wine; 
he replied, if Ichofe to have the glafs broken, I was at liberty fo to do; 
and enquired if I had an abundance of fuch articles to fpare. Some 
wine was therefore fent in the fhell of a cocoa-nut, which being emptied 
by the young king, was inftantly broken and thrown in the fea. Pomur- 
rey had, early and frequently, afked if we had not fire-works on board, 
and being informed that we had, faturday evening was fixed for an ex- 
hibition, after which the royal party, with their dying chief Mahou, 
were to return to Morea, and having landed him, Pomurrey and his 
wives were to return, and remain here until we fhould depart. The in- 
tended difplay of fire-works was made known to all around us, and mef- 
fengers with the intelligence were difpatched to various parts of the 
land. 

Pomurrey’s father, who was formerly known by the name of Happi, 
now called Taow, had arrived from Morea, and was on board the Difco- 
very where he defired to fee me; on which, Pomurrey with Urripiah 
and Whytooa, his two next brothers, accompanied me to pay our refpeéts 
to their old fire, who had juft arrived in a large canoe, laden with the 
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produ€tions of the country as a prefent. This interview was exceflively 
ajiecting. It was with great fatisfa€tion that I beheld the affe@tionate 
regard with which the three fons embraced their aged and venerable fa- 
ther; who, in acknowledging a grateful fenfe of their dutiful congratu- 
lations, exhibited feelings which drew tears from the whole party. When 
thefe filial effufions, which would have done credit to the fenfibility of 
the moft polifhed nations, had fubfided ; I prefented Taow with a fuit- 
able return; and, on including fome articles for his wife, who was ftill 
living at Morea, he was highly delighted, and the value of the prefent mm 
his eftimation feemed thereby infinitely increafed. 

Some of the royal females had now joined our party ; and as Pomurrey 
hadinot yet paid Mr. Broughton a vifit, we all went on board the Chat- 
ham. Prefents were neceflary on this occafion; and although I confidered 
that Mr. Broughton had been very liberal, our royal guefts feemed of a 
different opinion ; but on explaining that there was not the fame abun- 
dance of valuable things on board the {mall veffel, that there was in the 
large {hip, and having fome retrofpet to the number and value of thofe 
obtained from the Difcovery, we left the Chatham, and went on fhore 
tolerably well fatisfied. 

Soon after our arrival at the encampment I witneffed a fcene, very dif- 
ferent from that which had been exhibited on board on the meeting of 
three fons with their venerable parent. It was fhortly announced that 
Otoo was approaching. On this occafion, it became neceffary that the 
grandfather fhould pay homage to his grandfon. A pig and a plantain 
leaf were inftantly procured, the good old man {tripped to the wait, 
and when Otoo appeared in the front of the marquee, the aged parent, 
whofe limbs were tottering with the decline of life, met his grandfon, and 
on his knees acknowledged his own inferiority, by prefenting this token 
of fubmiffion; which, fo far as could be difcovered, feemed offered with 
a mixture of profound refpeét, and parental regard. The ceremony 
feemed to have little effe€t on the young monarch, who appeared to no- 
tice the humiliating fituation of his grandfire with the moft perfeét indif- 
ference and unconcern. This mode of behaviour is, however, rather to 
be attributed to the force of education, than to a want of the proper fen- 
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timents of affection; as I perfeétly.recolleét that, when I was here with Cap- 
tain Cook, Pomurrey treated his brothers with the moft cool indifference, 
although, on the prefent occafion, there are few examples of three bro- 


thers living in greater harmony, or regarding each other with more fra- 


ternal affection: it fhould therefore feem, that this fort of diftant deport- 
ment is a neceffary appendage to the high office of fovereign. Another 
royal fon and daughter honored us with their company. Thele, with 
a daughter remaining at Morea, are all the children of Pomurrey now 
living. — His family originally confifted of five, but one of his daughters 
was deceafed. All thefe children were by his eldeft wife, known by the 
name of Pomurrey Whaheine, or the female Pomurrey; this lady I fhall 
hereafter diftinguifh by the appellation of Queen Mother. By his young- 
eft wife he has had no children; fhe is called Fzer ve te. Our new vi- 
fitors were, each like their brother Otoo, carried on men’s fhoulders; and 
for the fame reafons which interdiéted him, they could not enter our ha- 
bitations. The youth feemed to be about three or four years younger 
than Otoo, and had taken the name of Whycadooa, in confequence of his 
being the acknowledged fovereign of Tzarabou, under his brother Otoo; 
the daughter appeared to be about two or three years of age, to whom, 
or to the young lady remaining at Morea, I did not underftand that any 
particular titles or confequence were at prefent annexed; yet this child 
feemed treated with much refpeét and attention. 

We had a very large party of royalty and of the different chiefs to 
dinner at the marquee ; after which it was propofed, that the “ Heava 
no Britarne,’ that is, the Enghfh entertamments, were to commence. 
Pomurrey requefted that fome guns from the fhips fhould be fired as a 
prelude; that the marines on fhore fhould go through their exercife, and 
fire ; and that the efforts of the field pieces fhould be exhibited. From 
the latter were fired both round and cannifter fhot, which the furrounding 
multitude beheld with furprize, admiration, and terror, manifefted by 
their expreffions, particularly on obferving the diftance to which the 
fmall three pounders threw the round fhot; and the execution. that evi- 
dently could be done by the cannifter, which was fired at a rock in the 
fea, lying at a convenient diftance. On firing with fome difpatch, three 
. rounds 
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rounds from the field pieces, the fear of Pomurrey completely overcame 
his curiofity, and he exclaimed “ Ateerara ;” fignifying he was perfeétly 
fatisfied. 

In the evening, we were very fortunate in our difplay of fire works. 
They had been well prepared and preferved; and were, without excep- 
tion, of their various kinds, equal to any I ever faw difcharged in Europe. 
A numerous crowd were affembled on the occafion, who exprefled as 
much aftonifhment and admiration, as if thefe had been the firft exhi- 
bited in the ifland. I endeavoured to prevail on Pomurrey to affift in 
the performance. He once took the port fire in his hand, but his heart 
failed, and calling his youngeft wife Fzer re te, defired I would inftruét 
her. She was by no means fo alarmed.as her hufband; and, with a little 
of my affiftance, fhe fired feveral rockets, a catharine wheel, fome flower 
pots, and balloons. Having difplayed an affortment of thefe, together 
with fome water rockets, &c. the exhibition was clofed; and the natives 
retired in the moft perfettly good order to their refpeétive habitations, 
exceffively well pleafed with their entertainment; although it was evi- 
dent, that the major part had been'as much affeéted by terror, as admi- 
ration. Pomurrey, with his two wives and fifter, came to breakfaft the 
next morning, and exprefled great fatisfa€tion and many thanks for the 
pleafure which the laft evening had afforded them. The young king, 
with his brother and fifter, honored the encampment:alfo with their pre- 
fence. Underftanding that our royal party were about to leave us for 
{ome days, prefents were made them on the occafion; with which, 
highly delighted with their excurfion, and their reception by us, they 
departed. 

The chronometers and other inftruments had now been landed nearly 
' a week; but, owing to the very unfettled {tate of the weather, until this 
day, we had not been able to get correfponding altitudes. The like caufe 
had operated alfo in retarding the general tranfactions at the encamp- 
ment; where whilft I was bufily employed at the obfervatory, Poatatou 
arrived; having fent before him a magnificent prefent of hogs, vegetables, 
cloth, mats, &c. I had. been very intimate with this chief on my laft 
_ vifit to this country; we perfeétly recolleéted each other; and the fin- 
cerity 
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cerity of my friend, and his wife alfo, did not {pare me the mortification 
of being informed a fecond time, that I was grown exceedingly old. 
He much regretted, that he had not arrived in time to partake of 
the entertainments of the preceding day and evening; as he had never 
been fo fortunate as to be prefent at fuch an exhibition. This in- 
duced me to promife, that, on the return of Pomurrey from Morea, a 
fimilar difplay fhould take place. 

Poatatou, who was now called Aidiea, with his wife and fifter, accom- 
panied me on board. Amongft the valuables with which I prefented 
my old acquaintance and friend, was an axe, of which his fifter became 
fo enamoured, claiming to herfelf a part of the prefent I had received, 
that Hidiea was under the neceflity of ufing fome force to prevent her 
wrenching it out of his hand; but, on my making a {mall addition to 
the articles fhe had received, the lady became reconciled. 

Our bufinefs in the feveral departments was now in great forwardnefs ; 
yet we were likely to experience an inconvenience in procuring fire 
wood, as we had few trees in our neighbourhood but fuch as bore fruit. 
On mentioning this circumftance to Urrifiah, he undertook, with Why- 
tooa, Poeno, and Moerree an inferior chief, to fupply more than the 
{hips would contain, provided they were furnifhed with two axes each, as, 
on fuch an occafion, they could not afford to wear out theirown; which, 
on my part, was readily acceded to. 

The fea had broken fo mtich into the river as to render it brack- 
ifh and unfit for ufe near our encampment; this obliged us to have our 
cafks filled near a mile off, oppofite Urripiah’s habitation; who ordered 
them to be emptied, and filled, for the purpofe of feafoning, as often as 
we defired; and giving them in charge to his trufty domeftics, they re- 
mained in his cuftody feveral days in the moft perfeét fafety.. This 
condu€t was not fingular; for it is but juftice to acknowledge, that every 
one of the inhabitants behaved with an uniform propriety, as deferving 
of our thanks as of our commendations. In every tranfaétion, they 
were emulous to afford us affiftance to the utmoft of their power; and 
feemed amply and fatisfattorily rewarded for their exertions in our 
fervice, by the humble return of a few beads, or {mall nails, 
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~The departure of Pomurrey’s family was daily put off, Mahow being 
very defirous that we fhould convey him home in one of our boats; but 
as thefe, as well as our men, were too much employed to be {pared for 
this purpofe, we were daily honored at our meals with moft of this good 
company ; and it muft be acknowledged, that their deportment at table 
was now fo much improved, that the major part conduéted themfelves 
with great confiftency. Excepting the daughter of Opfoone, who reigned 
over Bolabola, and its two neighbouring ifles, we had now the prefence of 
all the fovereigns of this group of iflands. Opoone had formerly con- 
quered and annexed the iflands of Ulietea and Otaha to the govern- 
ment of Balabola; but, on his death, the fovereignty of thefe iflands 
had, m right of natural, or original fucceflion, fallen to a chief whofe 
name was Mowree. He-was a fhrewd fenfible fellow, affected to be well 
acquainted wih the Englifh language, and certainly had acquired fome 
words which he pronounced fo as to be underftood. He was a brother 
of Pomurrey’s mother, was on a vifit to the royal family here, and was 
by them treated with much refpeét and attention. 

Hitherto, I had received a few trifling prefents of provifions only 
from Pomurrey, who had lately expreffed fome regret that he had not 
made me a return for the many ufeful matters I had beftowed upon 
him, and had fixed this day to make an acknowledgment. 

Towards noon Pomurrey came to the marquee, attended bya confi- 
derable train. He was preceded by three men, each bearing a parrt, or 
mourning drefs, efteemed the moft valuable prefent the country can 
afford. Many of the reft were laden with cloth, fowls, and vegetables ; 
thefe with fome very large hogs which brought up the rear, made 
altogether a very fuperb and grateful compenfation. Pomurrey and 
his wives dined with us; after which they took leave of the en- 
campment to embark for Oparre, there to jom Mahow, who had 
departed ‘early in the morning for Morea; for which ifland the whole 
of the royal party were to fail the next day; there they propo- 
fed to land Mahow, and, in the courfe of four or five days, return; 
having given them to underftand we fhould, about that time, be on 
the eve of our departure. They were faluted from our {tation on 
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fhore, on their way on board the Difcovery, where a canoe was wait- 
ing to receive them; and in which were two large hogs, that Pomurrey 
had defired might be fent me from Oparre. Confideting mylelf, on 
this oceafion, his debtor, I endeavoured to difcover what would be 
moft acceptable in return. He had promifed to folicit a file for a man 
in his canoe, and he could not be prevailed upon to accept any other 
article. After a fhort ftay on board, they bid us farewel, and were 
faluted with eight guns from the veflels. Moft of the chiefs left us, in 
order to procure fuch articles as they confidered might be acceptable to 
us previoufly to our departure. 

Mr. Broughton, Mr. Menzies, and feveral officers of the Difcovery 
and Chatham, made an excurfion on the 13th to the weftward, towards 
Oparre, and the country in its vicinity ; which, together with the ab- 
fence of the chiefs and their attendants, fo much reduced our fociety, 
that the encampment had the appearance of being almoft deferted. 

At day break the next morning I received a meflage from Pomurrey, 
acquainting me with the death of Mahow; in confequence of which their 
voyage to Morea was at anend. Little concern could poflibly be felt 
on this occafion. Mahow’s relief from the wretched condition in which 
he exifted, was direéted by humanity to be efteemed a moft happy 
event; particularly when the very fingular treatment is confidered, 
which this poor being endured whilft in our neighbourhood. Almoft 
every evening, and fometimes twice in the night, he was brought in the 
litter from the royal habitation near the point, and placed in fome 
one of our tents for a fhort time, and then carried back again. In 
the day-time he was either vifiting the encampment, or, in the heat of 
the fun, or in the midft of rain was rowed round the fhips, and infifted 
one evening on fleeping on board the Chatham. He was very fond of 
tea, and extremely defirous that whatever nourifhment he took, fhould 
be dreffed in the Englifh fafhion. The condué obferved towards this 
dying man, feemed calculated, if not intended, to haften his diffolution. 
This however, was not to be reconciled with the general deportment of 
the whole royal party, and efpecially with that of Pomurrey, who ap- 
peared to regard: him with great tendernels and affe€tion. I was parti- 
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cularly inquifitive why he was fo harraffed about ; and they all agreed 
it was in confequence of his own defire, which, fo far as could be 
learned, feemed diétated by fuperftitious notions. 

I defired the meflenger to inform Pomurrey, that I would attend the 
funeral folemnities of the deceafed the next day. On funday morning 
he again returned with a requeft from Pomurrey, that I would not 
vifit Oparre until tuefday, when the religious interdi€tion under which 
that diftriét had been laid would be at an end, no communication at 
prefent being permitted between the inhabitants of Oparre and thofe of 
the other parts of the ifland. This was made generally known by the 
difplay of flags in the feveral path-ways; not a canoe was fuffered to 
move along the fhores; nor was a fire allowed to be made; which pro- 
duced a degree of folemnity, that was very expreflive of the concern 
felt for the death of this chief, and of his confequence and refpectabi- 
lity. Numerous fires had been obferved the preceding day all over the 
diftriét of Oparre. Thefe, we were given to underftand, were ceremonies 
of a religious nature confequent on the demife of Mahow; and it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe that the mourners took advantage of this ordinance 
to cook fufficient provifions for the time of the interdiction. 

Our provifions having been fupplied in the greateft abundance, per- 
miffion was now granted for the purchafe of curiofities, agreeably to 
my promife contained in the reftriétive orders of the 25th of december 
laft. And as nothing worthy of attention had occurred in our neigh- 
bourhood during the abfence of Mr. Broughton and his party, I fhall 
infert fuch obfervations made during their excurfion, as were commu- 
nicated to me on their return. 

Our gentlemen embarked in a canoe belonging to Mowree, the fove- 
reign of Ulietea, who together with Whytooa and his wife, accompanied 
them towards Oparre. On their way they landed for the purpofe of 
feeing the morai of Tapootapootatea. Mowree, who attended them, on 
approaching the facred fpot, defired the. party would {top until he 
fhould addrefs the Eaetooa. For this purpofe he feated himfelf on the 
ground, and began praying before a watta, ornamented with a piece 


of wood indifferently carved, on which was placed, for the prefent 
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occafion, a bundle of cloth and fome red feathers. During this eja- 
culation, which took up a confiderable time, the names of the party 
were twice mentioned. He likewife repeated the names of the feveral 
commanders who had vifited the ifland ; together with thofe of “ Keene 
Corge” (that 1s, King George) and “ Brttarne,” which were frequently 
expreffed. When thefe introduétory ceremonies were finifhed, Mowree 
attended them to every part ef the morai, and explained every particu- 
lar. He appeared to be well verfed in all the ceremonials and rites 
appertaining to their religion, which made the party greatly lament 
their want of a competent knowledge of the language, as they were 
unable to comprehend his meaning, except in a few common inftances. 
Having left the morai, and proceeded weftward about a mile, they ar- 
rived at a houfe furrounded by a plantation of ava belonging to Urri- 
piah, who was then at dinner with a numerous company of our Matavai 
friends ; and whilft our gentlemen were taking fome refrefhment, a 
meflenger arrived from Whytooa, whofe guefts they were to be, and 
who had gone before them from the morai, requefting their attendance 
at his habitation, which they found fituated on the verge of the fea 
fhore. In the front of it was an ava plantation, interfperfed with fugar 
cane, and bananas; near the houfe was a {mall fhrubbery, of native or- 
namental plants. The whole furrounded by a well conftruéted fence of 
bamboo, neatly interfeéted with clean paths, that led in different direc- 
tions, produced an effe@ that was extremely pleafing, and redounded 
much to the credit and ingenuity of the proprietor. Whytooa had taken 
very effectual means to provide for their entertainment; for a large hog 
had been committed to the oven, and was nearly ready for the table, 
with an abundance of other refrefhments. The manfion was large and 
airy. By lines ftretched acrofs, they had quiet poffeffion of one half of 
the building; and this partition prevented the idle curiofity of the af- 
fembled natives from interrupting the comfort of their repaft. In the 
alternoon they were vifited by Urripiah and fome of his attendants. 
He obferved, that, in the abfence of the royal brothers, and other princi- 
pal chiefs, it was not improbable that fome of the natives might take ad- 
vantage of this circumftance, and difcontinue their prefent orderly be- 
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haviour in the neighbourhood of the veflels and the encampment. 
He therefore requefted Mr. Broughton would, in his name, write to me, 
recommending the five following chiefs to be admitted into our fociety 
on board and on fhore; whofe prefence would be the means of effec- 
tually reftraming the:populace. Their names were Poeno, Matiapo, and 
Moerree, of Matavai; and Tatoah, and Arreheah of Hapino; in. the 
protection and good offices of whom we might place the fulleft confi- 
dence. Matiapo being prefent, he was charged by Mr. Broughton with 
this embafly. From our-earlieft acquaintance with this royal and wor- 
thy chief, his mind had appeared to be wholly engroffed in devifing the 
means for our comfort, and for preferving a friendly and good under- 
{ftanding between us and his countrymen; and even here, though re- 
tired to his cottage, he was found equally zealous, in the fame laudable 
purfuit. They were alfo complimented by the young king Oioo with a 
vifit. His approach was announced bythe ufual ceremony of all the 
natives prefent uncovering their fhoulders; and as he could not with 
propriety enter Whylooa’s fence, they paid him their refpeéts on the 
beach; whence, after receiving fome trinkets, he haftened with his royal 
filter, each carried as before, to meet Pomurrey, who was about to land 
at the morai. Towards the evening, a {cene was prefented that gave a 
very different turn to the feelings of the party. On paying their re- 
fpe€ts to the royal family who had landed near them, the forrow and 
dejeftion which appeared in the countenance of Pomurrey, induced an 
inquiry into the caufe of his melancholy; he replied in a low tone of 
voice, that “ Matooara Mahow was dead.” Urripiah on hearing the 
news burft into a flood of tears; and a forrowful gloomy fadnefs foon 
overfpread the whole affembly. On advancing a little further, they 
obferved the queen-mother and fier re te in tears near the canoe from 
which they had landed, fearching a bundle containing fome fharks 
teeth, with which the women of this country torture themfelves, to 
manifeft their grief on fuch occafions. After each had made choice of 
an inftrument for this purpofe, they retired in filent affli€tion to a 

neighbouring plantation. 
The next morning, they were again honored by a vifit from Otoo and 
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feveral of the chiefs, in their way to the morai. Soon after, a canoe co- 
vered with an awning was feen coming from the weftward, paddling in a 
flow and folemn manner towards the morai in which was the corpfe of 
the deceafed chief. On their exprefling great anxiety to fee Pomurrey 
for the purpofe of obtaining permiffion to attend the burial ceremony, 
they were informed that he was gone to the morai, but would have no ob- 
je€tion to their being prefent. They proceeded ; and, near the. rivulet 
that flows by Urripiah’s houle, they faw the queen-mother, /zer re ¢e, and 
the widow of the deceafed Mahow, fitting all in tears; and in the paroxyims 
of their affli€tion, wounding their heads with the fhark’s teeth they had 
prepared the preceding evening. The widow had a {mall fpot fhaved 
on the crown of her head, which was bloody, and bore other evident 
marks of having frequently undergone the cruel effeét of her defpair. 
Being apprehenfive that the prefence of ftrangers might be unwelcome, 
they took leave, and repaired to the moral, where the priefts had already 
begun their funeral folemnities. Pomurrey, Urripiah, and others filent- 
ly affenting, they moved quietly through the affembly, and were feated 
with as little interruption to the duties, as on entering a church in Eng- 
land after the fervice is commenced. Five priefts were feated before 
Pomurrey, chanting a prayer, with their faces towards Otoo, who fat on 
a man’s lap. About ten yards from him was held a bundle of cloth, 
which contained emblematically the Eatooa; a general name for their 
deities. The body of Mahow, wrapped in Englifh red cloth, was depo- 
fited under an awning in a canoe, whofe bow was drawn up a little way 
on the beach near the morai, and was attended by one man only at her 
{tern up to his middle in water, to prevent her driving from the {fpot. The 
priefts continued chanting their prayers, frequently exalting their voices, 
until they ended in a very fhrill tone. He who, on this occafion, per- 
formed the office of chief prieft, was difcovered to be our friend Mow- 
ree, whofe prayer was equally fervent, and continued nearly half an hour 
longer than the reft; during which he was occafionally jomed by ano- 
ther prieft in a very fhrill tone of voice. This prayer of Mowree’s 
feemed, at intervals, like an expoftulation with the Divinity, by ad- 
verting to the different productions of the ifland remaining, and {till 
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flourifhing in the greateft plenty, and yet Matooara Mahow was fuffered 
to die. 

The addrefs being ended they all rofe up; and proceeded weftward along 
the fhore, followed by the canoe in which was the corpfe, to the mouth of 
the rivulet, where the three royal ladies ftill continued to indulge their ex- 
ceflive grief; and who, on perceiving the canoe, burft forth into a loud 
yell of lamentation, which was accompanied by an accelerated application 
of the fhark’s teeth, until the blood very freely following, mingled with 
their tears. The canoe entered the brook, and proceeded towards another 
morai at the foot of the mountains, where the ceremonies to be perform- 
ed on the body of the deceafed required fuch fecrecy, that, on no account, 
could our gentlemen be permitted to attend, although it was moft ear- 
neftly requefted. As fome alleviation to this difappointment, Pomurrey 
promifed they fhould fee the manner in which the remains would be de- 
pofited the next day, and earneftly intreated they would defift from fol- 
lowing the proceffion any further on the prefent occafion. As it was 
generally fufpetted that the body was now to undergo the procefs of 
embalming, the party much lamented Pomurrey’s interdiction, as it de- 
prived them of the only opportunity that poffibly might ever occur of 
becoming acquainted with the nature of this operation; whence might 
be derived not only curious, but ufeful anatomical information, This 
prompted Mr. Menzies to renew his folicitations to Pomurrey to be ad- 
mitted alone; but as thefe were attended with no better fuccefs, they 
determined to abandon thefe melancholy folemnities, and extend their ex- 
curfion a few miles weltward to Pomurrey’s refidence ; which they found 
pleafantly fituated near the fhore, confifting of two large houles lately 
erected. Here they were entertained with a heava performed by a num- 
ber of very young girls, in the wanton manner of the country. Ata 
particular part of the dance, a fellow ftept im amongft the performers, 
and in a very obfcene though ludicrous manner entertained the native 
audience; but, on our gentlemen exprefling their abhorrence of fuch 
indecorous behaviour, the girls, in finifhing their parts, did not expofe 
their perfons below the waift. . After diftributing fome prefents to the 


young attrefles, they retired; and dire€ting their route back, through 
the 
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the plantations, foon arrived at the houfe of a chief, where Whyitooa 
having provided an excellent repa{t they were fumptuoufly regaled. 

In the evening, as they returned to our friend’s houfe, they obferved 
many fires were burning at Oparre, as if a grand entertainment was pre- 
paring ; they however fared as ufual; and after fupper, on requefting 
their worthy hoft would join in a glafs of grog, to the health of friends 
in Britarne, he, though extremely fond of the liquor, very politely de- 
clined the invitation; faying, there was but little for themfelves, and he 
would therefore drink “ Britarne” m a bowl of Otaheitean ava, which 
was immediately prepared. 

Before break of day, Mowree acquainted them, that, as religious re- 
ftri€tions were laid on all the canoes in that part of the ifland, his could 
not be launched; he was informed this would not be any inconvenience, 
as it was the intention of the party to return by land; and requefted, that 
Whytooa would prepare them an early breakfaft. This, Whytooa hoped, 
they would excufe, as fires were interdicted, and cooking could not be 
fuffered at his houfe; but that he would endeavour to provide them with 
fome refrefhment on their journey, when out of the diftri€t of Oparre. 
Accompanied by their worthy hoft and hoftefs, they now fet forth on 
their return, highly imprefled with the attentive kindnefs and hofpitality 
they had received. 

On reaching the rivulet, they requefted to be fhewn the morai to~ 
which the remains of Mahow had been carried the preceding day. The 
road was pointed out, but having advanced a little way a meflage was 
delivered, requefting they would return. On explainmg the promife 
made by Pomurrey, much hefitation enfued ; after which Whytooa direét- 


‘ed one of the natives only to accompany them, giving him at the 


fame time very particular injunétions. Mr, Broughton and Mr. 
Menzies followed this man, who appeared exceedingly cautious and ap- 
prehenfive of every ftep he took. ‘They had not proceeded far when a 
general folitary gloom prevailed ; all the houfes were deferted, and not 
a living creature, excepting two or three dogs, were to be feen until 
they arrived near the morai ; where, in a {mall houfe, three men were 


obferved, who, moft probably, were the centinels of the facred place. | 
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Thefe queftioned the guide in a very particular manner, and then acquaint- 
ed him, that the body of Mahow had been removed to the morai, where 
it had {topped the day before ; and that Pomurrey was there alfo. They 
now took a curfory view of the holy {pot, which afforded little worthy 
of notice. It was terminated by high perpendicular rocks, whence 
iffued feveral {flreams of water, whofe continued murmurs, affifted by the 
wild and gloomy fituation of the morai, gave an awful folemnity to the 
place, and fitted it to the mournful, facred purpofe, for which it is de- 
figned. On the return of thefe two gentlemen to join the reft of the 
party, they pafled the refidence of the young king Ofoo. It confifted 
of a middling-fized houfe, inclofed by a railing of wood, fituated on the 
confines of the diftri&s of Matavai and Oparre; beyond which the reli- 
gious interdictions did not feem to extend any great diftance, as they 
foon afterwards partook ofan excellent breakfaft that Whytooa had taken 
care to provide. They then returned to the encampment, extremely 
well pleafed with their excurfion, on which they had been conftantly at- 
tended by feveral of the natives, who were always ftruggling to be fore- 
moft in. atts of friendly attention; fuch as carrying the party over the 
rivulets ; taking charge of their fuperfluous apparel, and other bundles ; 
which, although comprifed of many articles highly valuable to them, 
yet, in juftice to- their honefty, it sak be recorded that the moft trivial 
article was not miffed. 
- I fhall take leave of this excurfion by adding a few ideas which, though 
principally founded on conjeéture, may not be unimportant, as they re- 
fpect thefe peculiar religious ceremonies. The opinion that the opera- 
tion of embalming commenced at the mora near the mountains was 
moft probably correct. One of the principal parts of this ceremony, 
I have been given to underftand, is always performed in great fecrecy, 
and with much religious fuperftition ; this is the difembowelling of the 
body. The bowels are, by thefe people, confidered as the immediate 
organs of fenfation, where the firft impreffions are received, and by 
which all the operations of the mind are carried on: it is therefore 
natural to conclude, that they may efteem, and venerate the inteftines, 
as bearing the greateft affinity to the immortal part. I have frequently 
Wor 1. R held 
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held converfations on this fubje&t, with a view to convince them, that 
all intelle€tual operations were carried on in the head; at which they 
would generally {mile, and intimate, that they had frequently feen men 
recover whofe fkulls had been fra€tured, and whofe heads had other- 
ways been much injured; but that, in all cafes in which the inteftines 
had been wounded, the perfons on a certainty died. Other arguments 
they would alfo advance in favor of their belief; fuch as the effet of 
fear, and other paflions, which caufed great agitation and uneafinefs, 
and would fometimes produce ficknefs at the ftomach, which they attri- 
buted intirely to the aétion of the bowels. If therefore this reafoning be 
admitted, it would appear probable that the inteftines of Mahow were 
depofited at the morai under the mountains; and as it is natural to 
imagine they would confider the foul moft attached to thofe mortal parts 
which bore to it the greateft affinity, fo wherever thofe parts were depo- 
fited, there they may probably fuppofe the foul occafionally reforts. 
And hence it may be inferred, that it is in the places made facred by 
the depofit of thefe relics, that the ceremony of chief mourner, ha- 
bited in the parie, is performed; whofe bufinefs it is to keep off the in- 
quifitive, and to maintain as far as poffible a profound filence over a 
certain fpace in which he parades, having a kind of mace, armed with 
fhark’s teeth, borne before him by a man almoft naked, whofe duty is 
to affail any one with this formidable weapon, who may have the teme- 
rity to venture within his reach. This may account for, Whytooa’s difin- 
clination to permit our gentlemen to vifit the morai; the apparently de- 
ferted houfes; and the apprehenfions of the guide, who ftarted at the 
leaft interruption of the profound and folemn filence which prevailed 
in that neighbourhood. ; 
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Two natives punifhed for theft—Obfequies of Mahow—Several articles 
Siolen—Meafures for ther recovery—Towereroo the Sandwich iflander 
abfconds—Brought back by Pomurrey—Sail from Matavai bay—Charac- 
ter of Pomurrey—His wives—Changes in the government of Otaheite— 
Aftronomical and nautical obfervations. 


On the morning of the 17th, we were vifited by the young king, his 
uncles, and feveral other chiefs from Oparre. Two men had been de- 
tected in ftealing a hat from on board the Difcovery; and,’as feveral 
other petty thefts had been committed at the encampment, I defired the 
delinquents to be fent on fhore, that they might be punifhed in the 
prefence of their chiefs, and countrymen; which was done by fhaving 
their heads, and beftowing on each a flight manual correétion. 

A meflage was received from Pomurrey, requefting my attendance at 
Oparre, to ‘ trehah,” that is, to mourn for the death of Mahow, It 
was underftood to be much wifhed, that we fhould be provided to fire 
fome vollies; and that I fhould prefent, on this occafion, a piece of 
red cloth as an offering to the deceafed. I was informed alfo that moft of 
the neighbouring chiefs were to pay their laft tribute of refpect to the 
remains of Mahow, and that the ceremony would confequently be attended 
with many formalities; but on our arrival at Oparre there did not ap- 
pear the leaft foundation for any fuch report. Mr. Broughton and 
Mr.Whidbey accompanied me. On our landing, we were conduéted to 
a temporary habitation of Pomurrey, where we found him, his wives, 
and fifters, in readinefs to receive us. Some little concern was certainly 
apparent for the lofs of their friend and relation; though very unequal to 
the affliction I expeted to have witnefled, from the great care, and ten- 
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der regard, manifefted to Mahow by the whole party when alive. The 
grief of thefe good people is of two defcriptions, natural and artificial ; 
it is exceflive on the firft impulfe, but feon moderates and wears away. 

The corpfe was laid on the tapapaoo, which feemed to have been 
erected for the exprefs purpofe about a quarter of a mile to the eaft- 
ward of the grand morai; (or as it is called, “ tapootapootatea”) and 
appeared to be then undergoing the latter part of the embalming pro- 
cefs, in the fame manner as defcribed by Captain Cook in the inftance 
of Tee. The body was expofed to the fun; and, on our approach, the 
covering was taken off, which exhibited the corpfe in a very advanced 
{tate of putrefaétion. The {kin fhone very bright with the cocoa-nut 
oil, with which it had been anointed, and which, we underftood, was 
highly impregnated with “ aehagh,” or fweet-[cented wood. One of the 
arms and a leg being moved, the joints appeared perfeétly flexible. 
The extremely offenfive exhalations that were emitted, rendered it na- 
tural to conclude, that the whole mafs would foon be completely de- 
compofed ; but, if credit may be given to their affertions, which were 
indubitably confirmed by the remains of Tee, and to which I could 
myfelf bear teftimony, this will not be the cafe. Pomurrey informed 
us, the corpfe was to remain a month in this place; then a month was 
to be employed in its vifiting fome of the weftern diftri€ts ; after which 
it was to be removed to Tiaraboo for another month; whence it was to 
be carried to Morea, and there finally depofited with his forefathers im 
the morai of the family. Inthe courfe of a few months after its arrival 
there, it would gradually begin to moulder away, but by fuch very flow 
degrees, that feveral months would elapfe, before the body would be 
entirely confumed. 

This method of embalming, or rather preferving human bodies, is 
certainly an objett of great curiofity ; particularly, when it is confider- 
ed that it is performed under the influence of a vertical fun; fome- 
times in the rainy feafon ; and that the operators are totally ignorant 
of the properties of fpices, falts, &c. &c. as antifceptics. Whether 
their preparations be fimple or compounded, or what may be the pe- 
culiarities obferved in the procefs, remains, I believe, intirely unknown to 
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Europeans; and it is much to be regretted, that their religious inter- 
diétions precluded our attending the whole of thefe myfterious obfequies, 
as many veflels may vifit this country without meeting fo favorable an 
opportunity, with perfons on board qualified and inclined to direét fuch 
inquiries to effect. 

The boat’s crew were ranged before the paling that encompaffed the 
tapapaoo; the piece of red cloth was given to the widow, who f{pread it 
over the dead body ; fome vollies were then fired, and I was directed 
to pronounce “ Tera no oea Mahow,” that is, For you Mahow. On 
fome rain falling, the body was taken under cover, and carefully wrap- 
ped up. We had but a few yards to retire to Pomurrey’s habitation, 
where himfelf and family had taken up a temporary abode for this oc- 
cafion; but the exceedingly offenfive fmell of the corpfe obliged us to 
proceed to an excellent new houfe of Whytooa’s, a little to the weftward 
of Pomurrey’s former habitation, which had been deftroyed during the 
Jate wars, and had not been rebuilt ; nor did it appear that he had any 
other houfe at prefent in this part of the diftri€t. Here we dined, and 
returned to Matavai with two large hogs, prefented on this mournful 
occafion by the widow of Mahow. 

Our friends with their axes made fo little progrefs, that, on wednefday 
morning, I requefted Urrifzah would point out fuch trees as we might 
cut down ourfelves. This, with Whytooa’s affiftance, he fhortly did; and 
we procured of the apple, and bread-fruit, fufficient numbers to fupply 
our wants. Parties for this fervice were fent on fhore, and the axes lent 
to the chiefs for this exprefs purpofe, were direéted to be forthwith re- 
turned ; with which Urrefzah, Whytooa, and Poeno, immediately complied. 

The mourning for Mahow being now at an end, the royal females 
paid usa vifit, and returned after dinner to Oparre. Pomurrey, his 
father, wives, brothers and fifters, with our feveral friends, were again 
about us the next morning, perfectly cheerful and in high fpirits. As 
funday was now determined upon for our departure, the preceding eve- 
ning was fixed for a further difplay of fire-works, in which all our 
friends feemed to anticipate much pleafure. Pomurrey returned in the 
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evening to Oparre, for the purpofe of procuring us fuch fupplies as he 
thought would be acceptable previoufly to our failing. 

A great number of prefents were received on board on friday morn- 
ing, confifting of hogs, fowls, goats*, roots and vegetables, from our fe. ° 
veral friends ; who had uniformly conduéted themfelves with the greatelt 
propriety, and who all appeared to. regret that the period: of our de- 
parture was now fo near at hand. In the midft of this happy inter- 
courfe and defirable harmony, a circumftance unfortunately occurred, 
which occafioned much concern. A bag, containing a large quantity of 
linen belonging to Mr. Broughton, had been artfully taken out. of the 
marquee. Moerree, who had offered to be a cutter of wood, had 
neither fent any down fince the firft or fecond day, nor had he returned 
the axes with which he had been furnifhed. This led me to fufpeét 
he intended fomething unfair; of which, as well as of the theft, I ac: 
quainted Urripiah, who immediately replied he would go. in queft both 
of the axes and the-linen. He feemed, by no means, to be ignorant of 
the theft, and requefted I would apply to Whytooa, who, having in a more 
particular manner attached himfelf to Mr. Broughton, was the moft 
proper perfon to exert himfelf on this occafion ; efpecially as he had_ 
reafon to believe the linen had been taken to a part of the country 
where Whytooa’s influence was very confiderable. Several fhirts alfo had 
been, the preceding evening, reported miffing from the people’s tents; 
but as circumftances induced me to believe the inhabitants were little 
concerned in their removal, no means were purfued for their recovery. 
Mr. Broughton’s linen was, however, too ferious a lofs, and was a rob- 
bery too audacious to be pafled over in filence ; particularly, as it be- 
came evident the chiefs knew of the linen having been ftolen, before 
we difcovered the theft ; which was ftrongly fufpected to have been pro- 
jected by themfelves. 

Urripiah had prepared a heava, clofe to the lines of the encamp- 
ment, for our amufement; but, to fhew my difapprobation, I deemed it 
expedient to forbid the performance, and told Urripiah, that, whilft his 
people conducted themfelves fo treacheroufly, the lefs connexion there 
fubfifted between us the more agreeable it would be ; and that,-unlefs the 
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articles purloined were immediately returned, I fhould be under the 
difagreeable neceffity, though greatly againft my inclination, of enforc- 
ing the reftoration of them by the adoption of very ferious meafures. 
On this he immediately departed; and about noon returned with one of 
the axes, and faid that he had difpatched people in fearch of the linen, 
which he hoped would foon be found; but that Moerree would not give 
up the other axe, alledging as an excufe for with-holding it, that he had 
left an adz with me to be altered, which when done and fent to him, 
he would fend back the other axe; but this was a kind of bargaining with 
which I did not think proper to comply. The queen-mother, who 
was our gueft, informed me that Pomurrey would be at the tents the 
next morning, and for that reafon I deferred any further proceedings 
until his arrival. 

A favorable opportunity occurred in the evening to fend on board the 
obfervatory, chronometers, inftruments, together with a large quantity of 
lumber from the encampment ; and apprehending that the natives might 
attempt to commit other depredations on our moveable property, addi- 
tional centinels were pofted; and, as a fummary and immediate punifh- 
ment when caught in the faét, feemed moft likely to prevent m future 
a repetition of crime, orders were iffued to fhoot any perfon who might 
be found in the aét of f{tealing; but, on no pretence, to fire without the 
prefence of an officer, who had the ftri€teft injunétions to be extremely 
circum{peét. | 

On going on board the next morning, I had the additional mortifica- 
tion to underftand that a much more material circumftance than the lofs 
of the linen had occurred to interrupt the harmony which had fo long 
fubfifted. 

Towereroo the Sandwich iflander had, in the courfe of the preceding 
night, found means to elope from the fhip. Of this his intention, we. 
had not for fome time been free of fufpicion; but I did not lke to im- 
pofe abfolute confinement upon him without fome proof. He had 
formed an attachment with the daughter of Poeno, the chief of Mata- 
val, on whom, by examination, we now found he had lavifhly beftowed 
nearly all he had poflefled. This was. of no {mall value, for, indepen- 
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dent of his abundant outfit in England, many prefents had been made 
him; to which his want of principle had added, by making too free with 
fome valuable articles belonging to the gunner, with whom he had 
meffed previoufly to his departure. Towereroo was a boy of weak intel- 
ieGt, of a fullen difpofition, and exceflively obftinate ; and though his 
condition was fo very fubordinate at the Sandwich iflands, that there -was 
little probability of his fervices being important to us or to our coun- 
trymen hereafter; yet his example was a matter of fuch confequence, as 
to render it highly expedient that his return fhould be infifted upon; left 
the crew might fuppofe I had not fufficient influence with the chiefs to 
procure it, and fome of them be tempted to abfcond from the veflels. 
On my return on fhore Pomurrey and his wives were at the encamp- 
ment, and feemed not at all ignorant of what had happened, therefore 
little explanation was neceflary. A fervant of Moerree being fent for 
by Pomurrey, delivered the fame meflage Urrifiah had brought re- 
{fpe€ting the wood axe, and with which Pomurrey requefted I would 
comply. I fhewed him the adz,. but infifted on the reftoration of the 
axe before it {hould be returned. A fhort conference now took place, 
on which he faid he would himfelf go for the wood axe, and gave di- 
rections that proper perfons fhould be fent in queft' of Towereroo, who; 
he moft folemnly promifed fhould be given up; and added, that he 
would immediately take meafures for the recovery of the men, but res 
quelting, as Urripiah had before done, that I would refort to Whytooa for 
this efpecial purpofe, as it lay in his particular department. About 
noon Pomurrey returned with the wood axe, and the adz was accordingly 
reftored to its owner. » 

In the prefence of Taow his father, his two brothers, Poatatou, and 
feveral other chiefs; Pomurrey inquired if, agreeably to my promife, I 
intended a difplay of fire-works that evening; to which I replied in the 
negative, and explained, that when that promife was made there was no 
reafon to fufpeét the treatment we had fince experienced, from thofe whofe 
duty it was to have obferved a very different conduét with refpeét to the 
theft of the linen, and the elopement of Towereroo; in both of which 
unpardonable tranfaGtions many of the principal chiefs were materially 
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concerned. Pomurrey inftantly replied, that Towereroo fhould the next 
day be brought back, either to the tents or to the Difcovery; and, on 
interrogating him refpeéting the linen, a very warm argument took place 
between the three brothers, in which Pomurrey in particular accufed 
Whytooa of a want of exertion and friendfhip on the occafion. In the 
courfe of this debate, the name of Arreheah was frequently mentioned ; 
and, fo far as I could underftand, Pomurrey feemed convinced that he 
was very principally concerned. ‘This man was an inferior chief in 
Hapino, one of the diftriéts belonging to Whytooa, who, as well as 
Urripiah, had recommended him to our notice; in confequence of 
which, he had lately been a conftant attendant on the encampment: a 
man, who had alfo been recommended by fome of the chiefs to affift in 
cooking, had been obferved with Arreheah to have flept near the mar- 
quee on the night the robbery was committed. On this circumftance 
being made known to Pomurrey, he replied, that one, if not both, were 
certainly guilty. ‘The dinner being now ferved, ended the debate; after 
which the three brothers fallied out in queft of the ftolen linen, and foon 
returned with the fervant who had abfconded. On his being examined 
he accufed Arreheah as the thief; but being confcious of the robbery, he 
had fled, left he fhould be fufpeéted and punifhed. This man’s evidence 
although tending to acquit himfelf as the principal, clearly proved him 
an accomplice; and, not being without my fufpicions that he was in 
reality the thief, I ordered a halter to be put about his neck zn terrorem, 
and fent on board the fhip, there to be confined in irons; with the affu- 
_rance, that if the linen was not reftored, he fhould certainly be hanged. 

A fhort debate, nearly to the fame purport, again took place between 
the three brothers, in which Whytooa feemed much affetted by Pomurrey’s 
rebuke. As the thief was now known, I embraced this occafion to m- 
form the royal party, that very confiderable prefents were propofed to 


be made to them and the feveral chiefs; but not one fingle article would | 


be prefented unlefs Towereroo and Mr. Broughton’s linen were forth- 
coming. On this they again departed, faying every thing fhould be 
reftored. ) i 
The furf being tolerably fmooth in the afternoon, the large working 
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tent, with various articles were fent off; leaving the marquee, the guard’s 
tent, and cannon, only to be embarked. Whilft thus employed, the 
chiefs had all, imperceptibly, withdrawn themfelves; towards fun-fet, 
molt of the canoes that had been on the banks of the river were ob- 
ferved to be moving off, and the houfes on the oppofite fide, which had 
been fully inhabited, were intirely {tripped and deferted. We were foon 
given to underftand that the Erees and people were “ mattowed,” that 
is, alarmed, becaufe I was angry ; which intelligence a man named Boba 
was extremely urgent to communicate. He had, on the evening the 
linen was ftolen, come over the river under a flimfy pretence, with 
which at the time I was by no means fatisfied; and fince then he had 
not been feen. Sufpe&ting him to be an acceflary, I gave direétions 
that he fhould be fecured; and that the remaining canoe, which chanced 
to contain many of their moft valuable articles, fhould be detained; 
that we might have fomething in our power in cafe the chiefs fhould 
have deferted us, which I began to apprehend, as a general mattow 
feemed to have taken place. Mr. Broughton, who had been with the 
natives on the other fide of the river, informed me that the principal 
caufe of the matiow, was the confinement of Boba; and that they con- 
ceived, I had alfo confined the queen-mother. This good lady had 
been our conftant companion, even in the abfence of her hufband; and 
was, on all occafions, very folicltous to imitate our manners. Having 
carried her politenefs rather too far, in taking a few glalles more at 
dinner than was quite agreeable, {he had been {leeping in the marquee 
moft of the afternoon. On this information, I requefted fhe would 
inftantly repair to Pomurrey, who, with feveral chiefs, and a large con- 
courfe of the inhabitants, were affembled on the oppofite fhore of the 
river. She complied, though greatly againft her inclination, faying fhe 
well knew that I was the friend of her Pomurrey, and all the chiefs, 
and it was his and their bufinefs to come to me. This converfation took 
place at the river fide, whilft Pomurrey and the natives were accufing 
me of detaining his wife, who, with all imaginable {pirit contradicted 
the affertion. The crowd replied, fhe was inftruéted by me to fay fo; 
afferting that I well underftood their language. Matters thus fituated I 
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infifted fhe fhould crofs the river, with which at length fhe complied, 
and was received on the oppofite fide with great demonftrations of joy. 
On her affuring Pomurrey that I was ftill his friend, and that I earneftly 
wifhed to confer with him on the unpleafant circumftances that had 
occurred, he attempted to come over the river, but was prevented by 
the crowd. On his affuring them his intentions were not to crofs, but 
to be fufficiently near to underftand me perfeétly, he was allowed to 
advance a few paces, when he again queftioned my pacific intentions, 
and whether I would confine him if he croffed the river. After re- 
ceiving the moft unequivocal affurances of a continuance of my friend- 
fhip, and his own perfonal liberty, he difengaged himfelf from thofe 
who forcibly attempted to ftop him, and came over to us much againft 
the general voice and opinion of the multitude, who murmured excef- 
fively on the occafion ; but this fhortly fubfiding, his wives foon fol- 
lowed his example. I acquainted Pomurrey with the detention of the 
canoe, and the man I had confined. The inftant he faw it was Boda, 
he affured me he was innocent, and requefted he might be releafed; 
and, as he had been arrefted on fufpicion only, I did not hefitate to 
comply with the requeft of Pomurrey, who had gratified me exceedingly 
by the confidence he had fo recently repofed in my integrity. 

Our royal guefts became perfeétly reconciled, fpent the evening with 
us, and flept in the marquee. Early on funday morning they departed. 
Pomurrey informed me, he was then going to Oparre in queft of Towe- 
reroo, who, it was reported, had fecreted himfelf in the mountains of 
that diftri€t; that i the courfe of the day he would be taken, and that, 
with him, he would return to Matavai; he further added, that Whytooa 
was going in fearch of the linen, which would likewife be reftored. 

It was an exceflively mortifying refle€tion, now that we were in every 
refpe€t ready for fea, after having lived three weeks on terms of the 
{lri€teft amity with thefe good people, that juft on the eve of our. de- 
parture, they fhould fo conduét themfelves, as materially to incur our 
difapprobation and cenfure, and prevent our bidding them farewell with 
that cordiality and good-will, to which they were fo highly intitled by 
their former good behaviour. } | 
S 2 Having 
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Having nothing further to tranfa& on fhore, every thing was fent on 
board excepting the marquee, at which, with a guard, Mr. Puget re- 
mained for the more eafy communication with the chiefs, fhould they 
be inclined to renew their vifits ; as no one perfon of any diftinétion had 
appeared fince the departure of Pomurrey in the morning. Mr. 
Broughton having ftrolled over the river found Whytooa in foft dalliance 
with his wife at home, inftead of being in fearch of the linen. Mr, 
Broughton invited them to the marquee, but Whytooa replied he was 
* matiowed.” After fome perfuafion he complied, and having come 
oppofite the encampment, he requefted fome affurance of friendfhip on 
my part; which being complied with, he confented, and having gained 
about the middle of the river, he was compelled by the natives to re- 
turn. Another converfation now took place; and on Mr. Broughton 
propofing to remain with them during Whytooa’s abfence, he came over, 
and being foon reconciled after his arrival, to his fituation, he fent a 
fervant to defire Mr. Broughton would crofs the river. On this occa- 
fion Whytooa’s wife accompanied him, and we afterwards went all on 
board to dinner. On my enquiring, he faid Pomurrey and Urripiah 
were at Oparre, but would return the inftant Towereroo was taken. 
With refpeét to the linen I could gain no fatisfactory account; and, as I 
wifhed to encourage him in the confidence he had manifefted, I did not 
think it right to pufh this inquiry further; wifhing to detain him and his 
wife, in cafe their imprifonment hereafter {hould be deemed neceflary to 
effe€t our purpofe; but defifted from any further meafures, until I 
fhould fee or hear fomething of the other royal brothers. The canoe 
and goods we had arrefted the preceding evening now appearing to be- 
long to achief of Ulietea, who could not have had any concern in the 
late improper tranfa@tions. Juftice di€tated its reftoration to the proper 
owner, and direétions to that effect were accordingly given. ' 

Neither Pomurrey, nor Urripiah having arrived on monday morning ; 
Mr. Broughton propofed that Whytooa and his wife, who were ftill with 
us, fhould accompany him to Oparre, in order to procure an interview 
with Pomurrey, and learn how our affairs ftood in that diftri@. To this, 
Whytooa readily agreed, and whilft the boat was preparing for their 
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conveyance, the royal females paid us a vifit. They faid, Pomurrey was 
{till at Oparre, but would return to the fhip the inftant that Towereroo 
could be found. The ladies were immediately informed of Mr. Brough- 
ton’s errand, and told, that, until his return, they were to remain on 
board. With this arrangement they feemed perfe€tly fatisfied; and from 


their mirth, and joking with each other as to their being carried to fea, 


their reception in England, &c. &c. I began to conjeéture that Towereroo 
was in reality taken, though it was their pleafure to keep me in fuf- 
penfe. We did not long remain in this ftate. About noon, the boat 
returned with the three royal brothers, and Towereroo. Mr. Broughton 
met them on their way towards the fhips, attended by a fleet of canoes, 
laden with every fpecies of provifions as prefents from the royal family 
and our feveral other friends, who all flocked on board with fuch a pro- 
fufion of their various valuable commodities, that unable to difpofe 
of their bounty, feveral laden canoes returned to the fhore. 

Pomurrey and Urrifiah obferved, on the delivery of Towereroo, that 
they had now reftored every thing in which they confidered I was par- 
ticularly interefted, and that it was Whytooa’s bufinefs to recover the 
linen for Mr. Broughton. Whytooa protefted that, if we could remain 
until the morning, it f{hould certainly be brought on board; but as we 
had been repeatedly inftruéted to place little reliance on affurances of 
this nature, had the wind been favorable, we fhould not have waited to 
- put his integrity to the teft. 

Poatatou, with many other chiefs of the diftant diftriéts, were made 
extremely happy by the prefents which each of them received; and, 
finding we were to fail with the firft favorable wind, took their leave in 
the evening, with much apparent regret for our departure ; which was 
evidently increafed by their being difappointed of a fecond difplay of 
fire-works. From the inordinate love of pleafure which thefe people 
_poffefs, I do not believe it were poffible to have caufed, by any other 
means, fo general and fo great a degree of mortification. A great 
many chiefs, and numbers of the inhabitants, had come from the moft 
diftant parts of the ifland, and from Morea likewife, for no other pur- 

pofe than to gratify their curiofity, and to be prefent at the expeéted 
exhibition. 
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exhibition. Thefe, in particular, complained much of their difappoint- 
ment ; to which I replied, their concern was by no means unpleafant to 
me, as it gave me reafon to hope it would operate to prevent the caufe 
of it in future; and that, if thefts, and other breaches of confidence had 
not been committed, and fanétioned, as I was confident they had been 
by the chiefs themfelves, I fhould not have been under the painful ne- 
ceflity of denying them the promifed entertainment, and we fhould have 
parted much better friends. On the arrival of another fhip, I trufted, 
from this difappointment, they would all be taught to conduét them- 
felves with more fidelity. 

Pomurrey and his wives remained on board all night. The next 
morning brought no tidings of the linen. On refleéting that, without 
ufing rigorous meafures, which, in all probability, would fall more on 
the innocent who were in our power, than on the guilty who were at a 
diftance, there did not appear the moft remote profpeét of regaining 
this property ; and as we had now a favorable breeze from the eaftward, 
and could ill afford a longer detention, about ten in the forenoon we 


failed out of the bay. Pomurrey and his wives were our guefts until we 


were beyond the reefs : they were now prefented with an affortment of 
valuables; which afforded them the higheft fatisfa€tion; and Pomurrey 
requefting as a particular favor that they might be faluted on leaving the 
fhip, they took a very friendly and affe€tionate leave, and were compli- 
mented agrecably to his wifhes. Whytooa had alfo accompanied Mr. 
Broughton in the Chatham; who, after we were out, brought him 
on board the Difcovery, with an affortment of fuch articles, as he 
conceived Whytooa intitled to, for his hofpitable attention, and the 
large quantity of provifions, &c. &c. which he had fupplied, without 
having as yet received the leaft return: but as I had repeatedly declared 
Whytooa fhould receive no prefent, unlefs the linen was reftored, my ul- 
timate decifion was now requefted. On confidering, that, pollibly, it 
might not have been in his power to recover the linen, and that equity 
demanded he fhould be paid for the fupplies which he had furnifhed, I 
confented to his receiving in return, fuch articles as were deemed fairly . 
equal in point of value; but he was not prefented with any thing from 

me, 
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me, although I had promifed him feveral valuable implements. Thefe 
were again enumerated, the reafon of their being with-held fully explain- 
ed, and fhewn to have arifen from his not having aéted towards Mr. 
Broughton with that propriety which had been obferved in the conduét 
of his royal brothers towards me. 

Iam well aware that our vifit to this country will fill the inquifitive 
mind with the expeétation of acquiring much additional information, 
relative to a people whofe fituation and condition have been long the 
fubjeéts of curious inveftigation ; but the fhortnefs of our ftay, and va- 
rious concurring circumftances afforded little opportunity to gratify fuch 
defires. 

The veneration thefe people entertain for the names of their fovereigns, 
has been already very juftly related by Mr. Anderfon. But’no example, 
I believe, had then appeared to that judicious obferver, of the extent to 
which this refpeét is carried. On Otoo’s acceflion to the Maro*, a very 
confiderable alteration took place in their language, particularly in the 
proper names of all the chiefs, to which however it was not folely con- 
fined, but extended to no lefs than forty or fifty of the moft common 
words which occur in converfation, and bearing not the leaft affinity 
whatever to the former expreffions. 

This new language every inhabitant is under the neceflity of adopting . 
as any negligence or contempt of it is punifhed with the greateft feve- 
rity. Their former expreffions were, however, retained in their recol- 
le€tion; and, for our better communication, were, I believe, permitted to 
be ufed in converfation with us, without incurring difpleafure. Pomurrey 
however would frequently correét me on my accidentally ufing the for- 
mer mode of expreffion, faying, I knew it was wrong, and ought not to 
prattife it. Were fuch a pernicious innovation to take place, generally, 
at the arbitrary will of the fovereigns throughout the South-Sea iflands, it 
would be attended with infurmountable difficulties to {trangers; but it ap- 
pears to be a new regulation, and, as yet, confined to thefe iflands, or it 
would be impoffible to reconcile the affinity which has been hitherto found 
to fubfift in the language of different parts of the Great South-Sea 


nation. The new-fafhioned words produce a very material difference in 
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thofe tables of comparative affinity which have been conftruéted with fo 
much attention and labour; and may, poffibly, when the reafons for 
the alteration are known and developed, be a matter of interefting po- 
litical inquiry. This, however, required more leifure, and a more in- 
timate knowledge of the language, than I poffeffed. Circumftances of 
greater importance to the expediting the various fervices, which the 
grand object of our voyage here demanded, and on which my mind 
was every hour anxioufly engaged; augmented by the difficulties we had 
to encounter, in the new modification of fo many terms; rendered moft 
of my inquiries ineffeCtual. Thefe perplexities and difadvantages were 
alfo materially increafed, by the difficulty of obtaining the truth from a 
race who have a conftant defire to avoid, in the flighteft degree, giving 
offence; infomuch, that, on the leaft appearance of difpleafure, even 
in converfation; to difengage themfelves from any fuch inconvenience, 
they would often, by that extenfive and fpecious comprehenfion, which. 
their language admits of, feemingly fo qualify, what they before had 
afferted, as to contradiét, according to our acceptation, a pofitive matter 
of faét; or, what amounted to nearly the fame thing, a completely dif- 
ferent conftru€tion was by us very frequently put on a fecond conver- 
fation, from that which we had conceived from, or had attributed to, 
the firft. Had we been more competent linguifts, we might, 1m all pro- 
bability, have found both their modes of expreffion tending to the fame 
point, and differing only in the figurative relation of the circumftances, 
to which thefe people are much accuftomed. This deception, I have 
more than once experienced, and have, on refleétion, thus reconciled 
the apparent incongruity. Such, and various other important circum- 
{tances, muft ever occur, to render the acquirement of knowledge in 
the language, manners, and cuftoms, of newly-difcovered countries, (be- 
yond a certain fuperficial extent,) a bufinefs of much labour and ftudy, 
although aided by a feries of minute obfervations. Under fuch evident 
difadvantages, how far my abilities: might or might not have empow- 
ered me to dire€t fuch inquiries to effeét, had time and other objeéts 
permitted, muft fill remain to be proved. I fhall therefore refign the 
palm to thofe gentlemen who have preceded me, and to whom the 
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world is indebted for many pertinent and judicious obfervations con- 
tained in their general defcription of this countr y. 

Notwithftanding I muft concur with Mr. Anderfon in opinion, that 
much information remains to be acquired which would. be extremely 
acceptable to the contemplative mind, yet it only remains with me 
to record faithfully the circumftances which arofe in our tranfa€tions 
and intercourfe with thefe people. 

The changes which have taken place in their government, fo far as I 
have been able to underftand from the chiefs, with fuch other matters 
worthy attention as have fallen under my own immediate obfervation, 
I fhall proceed to relate; as the preceding narration would be incom- 
plete without fuch an explanation. 

We have become acquainted by fuReeie vifitors, that, fhortly 
after the laft departure of Captain Cook from thefe iflands, confiderable 
difputes had arifen between Maheine the ufurping chief of Morea, and 
Pomurrey, (then Otoo) in fome of which wars, (for there had been 
many,) Maheine was joined by Towha, and other chiefs of the weftern 
diftriéts of Otaheite; by which means, for a confiderable fpace of time, 
Pomurrey was materially worfted, and his own diftriéts laid intirely 
wafte. Thus His Majefty’s benevolent intentions of adding to the 
comforts of thefe people, have been nearly fruftrated. Moft of the 
animals, plants, and herbs, which had caufed Captain Cook fo much 
anxiety and trouble to depofit here, have fallen a facrifice to the 
ravages of war. The black cattle were carried to Morea, where they 
ftill remain ; and having bred, are now five in number, four cows anda 
bull. The latter has very unfortunately received a hurt in his loins, 
which renders him an intire cripple; confequently their further propa- 
gation will be at an end unlefs fome additional affiftance is afforded. 

In the midft of thefe hoftile engagements, Pomurrey married the 
queen-mother, a near relation of his moft inveterate enemy Maheune. 
This lady having taken a very material part in the advantageous change 
of Pomurrey’s government, I fhall obtrude a few lines as a {ketch of her 
charaéter, and alfo that of Frer rete her fifter, and conjugal partner in 
the royal affection. 
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The queen-mother, although deftitute of any pretenfions to beauty, 
and having in her perfon a very mafculine appearance, has yet, in her 
general deportment, fomething exceffively pleafing and engaging; free 
from any aufterity or pride, fhe is endued with a comparative elegance 
of manners, which plainly befpeaks her defcent, and the high fituation 
in which fhe'is placed. Although her figure exhibited no external 
charms of feminine foftnels, yet great complacency and gentlenefs were 
always conf{picuous; indicating, inthe moft unequivocal manner, a mind 
poffeffing, and alone a€ttuated by thofe amiable qualities which moft 
adorn the human race. All her a€tions feemed dire€ted to thofe around 
her with an unalterable evennefs of temper, and to be guided by a pure 
difinterefted benevolence. Self, which on moft occafions is the govern- 
ing principle in the conduét of thefe iflanders, with her was totally dif- 
regarded; and indeed, fuch was her very amiable difpofition, that it 
counterbalanced any difadvantages fhe might labour under in a deficiency 
of perfonal attractions. . 

The portrait of Fer re te on canvas would moft probably be gene- 
rally thought intitled to a preference; yet fhe appeared by no means to 
poflefs either mental endowments, or other excellent qualities, in the 
fame degree with the queen-mother; if fhe had them, they were latent, 
and required fome particular exertion to bring them into aétion. Her 
foftnefs and effeminacy afforded her fome advantage over her fifter ; yet 
there was a fhynefs, want of confidence and manner in her gene- 
ral demeanor, that evinced her motives to be lefs difinterefted. We 
were however led to believe, that fhe was not deftitute of the amiable 
qualities, though to us they did not appear fo confpicuous as in the 
charaéter of the queen-mother. Of the two ladies, Fer rete was now 
the favorite of Pomurrey, at leaft we had every reafon to think fo by the 
general tenor of his conduét. Notwithftanding this preference, he was 
obferved in feveral inftances to abide implicitly by the advice and opi- 
nion of the queen-mother, and to treat her with great affection and re- 
gard ; who in return never appeared jealous or diffatisfied at the marked 
attention, or evident partiality, with which her fifter Fier rete was 


treated by Pomurrey. 
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In confequence of the very fuperior rank and condition of thefe two 
ladies, they pofleffed privileges which I had never before feen conferred 
on any of the women of the Great South Sea nation; as they were not 
only permitted to eat of all the*good things of the country, but allowed 
to partake of them in company with men; as well the chiefs of the 
ifland as ourfelves; and of the identical difhes at any repaft of which 
men had eaten, without incurring difpleafure or difgrace: thefe were 
honors to which we had reafon to believe no other females of the ifland 
could afpire. 

Thefe two ladies with the deceafed Matooara Mahow, were the children 
of a fifter of Maheine, and his only near relations. Mahow I confidered 
to be the fame perfon mentioned by Captain Cook, under the name of 
Tiareetaboonooa ; as, on our firft arrival, he was introduced to me by 
the name of Areetaboonooa, which appellation was almoft immediately 
dropped, and he was afterwards called Mahow; occafioned moft likely 
by the recent alteration in their language, which has before been ftated 
to have taken place on the acceffion of the young king Ofoo. 

As Maheine was an Errooe, whofe advanced age precluded the expec- 
tation of his having children, little doubt was entertained that his confe- 
quence and power would foon defcend to his family,. which had become 
more firmly attached to the Otaheitean authority by the intermarriage 
of the late Matooara Mahow with Pomurrey’s youngelt fitter. This con- 
ne€tion appears to have been an important political meafure, to infure a 
permanent eftablifhment of peace and tranquillity between the two iflands, 
on the conqueft, or death of Maheine. The event was however long 
looked for before it arrived, for we underftood it did not happen until 
‘about fifteen months previous to our arrival; at which time Mahevne was 
killed in a battle fought at Athoora by him and fome of the weftern 
chiefs, againft the partizans of Pomurrey, who, I believe, then for the 
firft time came off victorious. 

Maheine having fallen in this confli€t, and Towha being dead, little 
was neceflary to complete the conqueft, which was finally accom- 
plifhed by the excurfion of the Bounty’s people in a veflel they had 
conftruéted from the timber of the bread fruit tree; and as good or bad 
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fortune is generally attended with corroborating events, other circum- 
{tances intervened to fofter and indulge the ambition of Pomurrey. At 
this time Whyeadooa the king of Tiarabou died, leaving only a very diftant 
relation to affume his name and government; who was by Pomurrey and 
his adherents obliged to relmquifh all pretenfions to fuch honours, and 
with the people of Tiarabou to acknowledge Pomurrey’s youngeft fon as 
their chief, under the fupreme authority of his eldeft fon Otoo ; which on 
their aflenting to, the youth affumed the name of Whyeadooa as a neceflary 
appendage tothe government. By this acquifition it fhould appear, they 
have more effe€tually eftablifhed a firm and lafting peace amongtt them- 
felves than has been enjoyed for a long feries of years; and to infure 
this ineftumable blefling to their dominions, the royal brothers have fo 
difpofed themfelves as completely to watch over and prote& the two 
young princes during their minority. 

Urripiah, the next brother to Pomurrey, having acquired the reputa- 
tion of a great warrior, has taken up his refidence on the borders of 


“‘Tiarabou, to watch the condu&t of thofe people in their allegiance to 


his nephew Whyeadooa; and on the leaft appearance of difaffection or 
revolt, to be at hand for purfuing fuch meafures as may be required 
to bring them back to their obedience. Whytooa, the next brother, re- 
fides for the like reafon at Oparre, near the young monarch; and Po- 
murrey with his wives has retired to Morea, where the inhabitants are, 
m all refpeéts, perfectly reconciled ; firmly attached to his intereft; and 
ready to afford him and his children every fupport and affiftance they 
may require. From the relative fituation of this ifland with Otaheite, 
there is little probability that Pomurrey could long remain ignorant of 
any diffentions that might take place, or that he would be prevented 

affording fuch fuccour as the nature of the occafion might demand. 
There is yet a fourth brother whofe infignificance has hitherto pre- 
cluded his name, which is Tafahoo, from appearing in any of our 
tranfactions with thefe worthy people. Although in the pofleffion of 
a very confiderable property, Tapahoo feems little regarded by his family, 
and lefs efteemed by his people. This want of refpeét is greatly, and 
poflibly wholly, to be attributed to a natural imbecillity of mind; as, to 
; all 
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all appearance, he is a young man of an exceedingly weak and trifling 
character. " 

On the late deceafe of Mahow, his daughter by Pomurrey’s fitter fuc- 
ceeded to the fovereignty of Morea, under the fupreme authority of her 
coufin Otoo. To this young priricefs Pomurrey became regent, and in 
courfe, the inhabitants of Morea were intirely at his command. In 
confequence of Pomurrey’s connexion with Mahow’s family, his fon Otoo 
in right of his mother was acknowledged as the fupreme fovereign of 
Huaheine ; and Matuarro the king of that ifland, had confented to. the 
fuperiority of Otoo over him, as “Aree Maro Eoora ;” but that he 
Matuarro was “ Aree de Hoi.” 

-Omai having died without children, the houfe which Captain Cook 
had built for him, the lands that were purchafed, and the horfe which 
was ftill alive; together with fuch European commodities as remained at 
his death, all defcended to Matuarro, as king of the ifland; and when 
his majefty is at home, Omaz’s houfe is his conftant refidence. From 
Matuarro we learned, that Omaz was much refpected, and that he fre- 
quently afforded great entertainment to him, and the other chiefs, with 
the accounts of his travels, and in defcribing the various countries, ob- 
_ jeéts, &c. that had fallen under his obfervation; and that he died uni- 
verfally regretted and lamented. His death, as well as that of the two 
New Zealand boys left with him by Captain Cook, was occafioned by a 
diforder that is attended by a large {welling in the throat, of which very 
few recover, but die a flow lingering death. During the latter part of 
our ftay feveral perfons were pointed out who feemed much affliéted with 
this fatal malady, particularly thofe belonging to Tiarabou, who faid the 
difeafe had been imported by a Spanifh veflel which had anchored near 
the fouth part of Otaheite. 

“Otoo, in right of his grandmother by his father’s fide, on the death of 
Mowree will claim the fovereignty of Ulietea and Otaha. Mowree, who 
is brother to Pomurrey’s mother, 1s an Ereeoe of an advancedage. He 
feemed extremely fond of Otoo, and proud of his fucceeding him in the 
government of thofe iflands; faying, that, at prefent, there were two 
fovereigns, that “ Maw ta Tarta,” but when he fhould die then there 
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would be but one, meaning Ofoo. This expreffion, in its literal fignifica- . 


tion, means “ to eat the Man ;” the idea, however, which in this fenfe it is 
intended to convey, is to point out thofe, whofe rank and authority 
entitle them to prefide at human facrifices ; a power which at prefent is 
poflefled only by Mowree and Otoo. 

In confequence of the extenfive dominion that has devolved upon 
this young monarch, he is not now diftinguifhed by the title of 
Aree de Hot, but by one which is confiderably more eminent and 
comprehenfive ; fince they fay there may be many Arees de Hot, 
but there can‘ be but one Aree Maro Eoora; which means, the chief 
of the red-feathered Maro; and under which title, Otoo’s authority 
is acknowledged in Otaheite, Morea, Mattea, Tetero, Tupea-man- 
noo, and Huaheine. But the people of Ulietea and Otaha, feem much 
averfe to this fubmiffion; and it does not appear, that even Mowree 
himfelf has much influence in thofe iflands, notwithftanding that he is 
their acknowledged fovereign. Since the death of Opoony, the govern- 
ment of the iflands under his late authority appears to have been ill ad- 
miniftered ; the inhabitants having been very turbulent and much difpo- 
fed to anarchy: and in confequence of the difinclination which the people 
of thefe iflands have manifefted to fubfcribe to the fupreme authority of 
Otoo, an expedition was in contemplation from Otaheite, to enforce the 
power of the Aree Maro Eoora over them, and little doubt was enter- 
tained of its fuccefs. Another favorite object was the annexing to Otoo’s 
prefent dominions by conqueft, (for no right was fet up,) the iflands of 
Bolabola, Mowrooa, and Tapi, which, fince the death of Opoony, had 
been governed by his daughter, and were faid, ina great meafure, to 
have loft their former high reputation as a martial and warlike nation. 

Pomurrey and his brothers having procured from the veffels which 
had lately vifited Otaheite, feveral mufkets and piltols, they confidered 
themfelves invincible; and the acquiring of new poffeffions for Otoo, 
now feemed to occupy the whole of their {ludy and attention. They 
were extremely folicitous that I fhould contribute to their fuccefs by 
augmenting their number of fire-arms, and adding to their ftock of am- 
munition. Of the latter I gave Pomurrey a {mall quantity; but of the 
former I had none to difpofe of, even if I had feen no impropriety in com- 
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plying with his requeft. Finding there was no profpeét of increafing their 
armory, they requefted that I would have the goodnefs to conquer the terri- 
tories on which they meditated a defcent, and having fo done, to deliver 
them up to Ofoo ; and as an excufe for their fubjugation, infifted that it was 
highly effential to the comfort and happinefs of the people at large, that 
over the whole group of thefe iflands there fhould be only one fovereign. 
On fatisfying them that the iflands in queftion were quite out of my 
route, and that I had no leifure for fuch an enterprize, Pomurrey, in 
the moft earneft manner requefted, that on my return to England I 
would, in his name, folicit His Majefty to order a fhip with proper 
force to be immediately fent out, with direétions, that if all thofe iflands 
were not fubjeéted to his power before her arrival, fhe was to con- 
quer them for Otoo; who, he obferved, I well knew would ever be 
a fteady friend to King George and the Englifh. This requeft was 
frequently repeated, atid he did not fail to urge it in the moft preffing 
manner at our parting. 

I. cannot take leave of my friend, for to fuch an anit from me 
Pomurrey’s conduét juftly entitles him, without adverting to the altera- 
tion which feemed to have taken place in his charatter, fince my 
former vifits to this country. At that time, he was not only confidered 
as a timid, but a very weak prince; on this occafion, however, he did 
not appear deficient either in difcernment, or intrepidity ; although it 
muft be acknowledged his fears were exceedingly awakened at the dif- 
play of our fire-works, and that he always appeared to regard fire-arms, 
with a confiderable degree of terror; which poffibly might arife from 
his knowledge of their deftruétive powers, whilft at the fame time he 
~. remained ignorant of the extent to which they were capable of doing 
execution ; but this charaéter of weapons out of the queftion, we had rea- 
fon-to believe his courage was equal to that of his neighbours, of which 
he certainly gave an undeniable proof by joining our party alone and un- 
armed at the encampment; in direct oppofition to the counfel and ap- 
prehenfions of his furrounding countrymen. On former occafions, I 
had alfo confidered his general character to be haughty, auftere, and com- 
bined with much low cunning. When he condefcended to fpeak, or 
converfe, which was not frequent, little or no information could be de- 
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rived; whilft the queftions he afked in return, did not tend to the acqui- 
fition of ufeful knowledge. His conduét and deportment on the prefent 
occafion, were extremely different; and, when compared with that of 
his affociates, were marked with an evident fuperiority, expreflive of 
the exalted fituation he filled; and indicated that he pofleffed a juft know- 
ledge of himfelf, and an open, generous, and feeling heart. In con- 
verfation, there were few from whom better information could be ac- 
quired; nor was he now deficient in dire€ting his obfervations and en- 
quiries to ufeful and important objects. Tor this purpofe only, he 
would remain whole days in our working tents, obferving with the 
ftriGeft attention the different tranfaétions going forward; and fre- 
quently interrupting the mechanics, to require explanations of their fe- 
veral operations. The whole tenor of his behaviour towards us was 
fo uniformly correct and meritorious, that, on his taking leave, I could 
not refift making him, and his wives, fuch acknowledgments in ufeful 
articles, as he conceived they could have no poflible claim to; and fuf- 
petting I was about to make fome addition, he caught my arm, exprefled 
how highly repaid and gratified they were with what they had received, 
and obferved, as I was going to vifit many other countries where fuch 
things would be equally valuable; I ought to be careful and cecono- 
mical. 

How far thefe difinterefted fentiments had a€tuated the conduét of the 
royal party in all their former tranfaGtions, is not eafy to afcertain ; but 
certain it is, they took great pains to keep up the value of our commo- 
dities, and, by their own example, eftablifhed the price of three large 
hogs, weighing from an hundred to an hundred and fifty and two hun- 
dred pounds each, at an axe; under which they defired we would not 
part with our axes; and would frequently admonifh us, when they con-. 
fidered we were about to pay extravagantly for our purchafes. In our 
trafic, axes were the moft valuable; next to thefe, red cloth, and all 
kinds of European linen; files, knives, and fifhing hooks, were in great 
requeft ; as were {ciffars and looking-glaffes by the ladies ; nails were of 


little value, and fuch things as were only of an ornamental nature were 
accepted 
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accepted with indifference, red feathers excepted, which I believe would 
ftill find a ready market. 

So important are the various European implements, and other com- 

modities, now become to the happinefs and comfort of thefe iflanders, 
that I cannot avoid refle¢ting with Captain Cook on the very deplorable 
condition to which thefe good people on a certainty muft be reduced, 
fhould their communication with Europeans be ever at anend. The 
knowledge they have now acquired of the fuperiority and the fupply 
with which they have been furnifhed of more ufeful implements, have 
rendered thefe, and other European commodities, not only effentially 
neceffary to their common comforts, but have made them regardlefs of 
their former tools and manufa€tures, which are now growing faft out of 
ufe, and, I may add, equally out of remembrance. Of this we had con- 
vincing proof in the few of their bone, or ftone tools, or utenfils, that 
were feen amongft them; thofe offered for fale were of rude workman- 
fhip, and of an inferior kind, folely intended for our market, to be 
purchafed by way of curiofity. I am likewife well convinced, that, by a 
very {mall addition to their prefent ftock of European cloth, the culture 
of their cloth-plant, which now feems much negleéted, will be intirely 
difregarded, and they will rely upon the precarious fupply which may 
be obtained from accidental vifitors, for this and many others of the moft 
important requifites of focial life. 
* Under thefe painful confiderations, it manifeftly appears that Euro- 
peans are-bound by all the laws of humanity, regularly to furnifh thofe 
wants which they alone have created ; and to afford the inhabitants from 
time to time fupplies of fuch important ufeful articles as have been al- 
ready introduced, and which having excluded their own native manu- 
fa€tures, are, in moft refpeéts, become indifpenfably neceflary to their 
whole ceconomy of lifé: in return for which a valuable confideration 
would be received in provifions and refrefhments, highly beneficial to 
the traders who may vifit the pacific ocean. 

The various manufaétures in iron and in cloth have become fo effenti- 
ally requifite to their common concerns, that inftead of thefe commodities 
being reduced in their value by the frequent vifits of Europeans, or their 
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fupplies of food and refrefhments being lefs plentiful in return, we were 
ferved with every article in the greateft profufion. Six hogfheads of very 
fine pork were cured; and had we been better provided with falt, we 
might have fecured ten times that quantity ; and failed with a large fup- 
ply for prefent ufe, which comprehended as many live hogs and vege- 
tables, as we could find room to difpofe of; the whole procured at leaft 
200 per cent. cheaper than gn any of Captain Cook’s vifits, notwith- 
{landing the recent departure of the Pandora. 

Great alteration has taken place in the military operations of thefe 
people. On our firft difcovery of thefe iflands their wars were princi- 
pally of a maritime nature; but at prefent it fhould feem they were 
conduéted ina very different manner. For although fome of our gen- 
tlemen extended their excurfions to a confiderable diftance, not a fingle 
war canoe was feen belonging to Otaheite. I had much converfation 
with Urripiah on this fubje€t; from whom I learned, that in their late 
contefts they had found them fo unmanageable, particularly when the 
wind blew at all ftrong, that they had intirely given them up, and now 
carried on their enterprizes by land, ufing the larger fort of their com- 
mon canoes, when their wars were offenfive, to convey them to the 
place of their deftination, which was generally effe€ted under cover of 
the night, or in dark rainy weather. 

The youth of Otoo authorifes us to fay little more, than he bore every 
appearance of becoming a very promifing man. Some circumftances at- 
tendant on this young monarch were fo very peculiar and extraordinary, 
as to make a few obfervations indifpenfable. Amongft the firft was the 
curious reftriétion which prohibited his entering any of our habitations. 
His father, when Otoo, and king of the ifland, was under no fuch inter- 
diétion; but, as frequently as his inclination prompted, vifited our fhips 
and tents without attaching the inconvenience which would now have 
fallen upon the people had the young king done the fame. Nor was the 
grandfather Taow then treated with that degree of obedience and re{peét, 
which is at prefent paid to him on all occafions. The origin of the above 
myfterious reftraint, or the reafoning on which it has been founded, I 
could not fatisfactorily learn. The refult, however, of my inquiries on 
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this head induces me to believe, that a ceremony very fimilar to the Natche 
of the Friendly iflands defcribed by Captain Cook, on Poulahou’s fon be- 
ing permitted to eat in company with his father, will be performed here. 
This ceremony will occupy a confiderable {pace of time, after which he 
will no longer be carried on men’s fhoulders, but be at liberty like others 
to walk about; but when this was to take place in refpett of Otoo, I could 
not difcover ; for as often as the queftion was put, fo often the period 
when the event was to take place varied. It was likewife very remark- 
able, that we never faw any perfon of confequence or refpectability about 
the young monarch. His neareft relations, though they paid all pof- 
fible refpeét to his high office, did not appear to regard or converfe 
with him; and thofe whofe duty it was to attend him on his journies 
between Oparre and our encampment, were fervants from the loweft 
order of the people. Amongft thefe was a man named Peterrah, who 
apparently was a very fhrewd, fenfible fellow, on whofe fhoulders the 
young king never rode, but who, on all occafions, aéted as meflenger, 
and bore no higher office than that of a butler, or upper fervant. I 
had originally taken this man for a prieft and fort of preceptor; but, on 
repeated inquiries, they always pointed to my fteward, as bearing the 
fame office with that of Peterrah. 

Much encomium, and with great juftice, has been beftowed on the 
beauty of the female inhabitants of this country. I cannot avoid ac- 
knowledging how great was the difappointment I experienced, in con- 
fequence of the early impreffion I had received of their fuperior per- 
fonal endowments. The natives themfelves freely admit the alteration, 
which in a few years has taken place, and feem to attribute much of the 
caufe to the lamentable difeafes introduced by European vifitors, to 
which many of their fineft women, at an early period of life, have 
fallen facrifices. Beauty in this country, efpecially among{t the women, 
is a flower that quickly bloffoms, and as quickly fades: like the perfonal 
accomplifhments of the Creoles of America, theirs foon arrive at matu- 
rity, remain but a fhort time flationary, and as rapidly decay. The 
extreme deficiency of female beauty on thefe iflands makes it fingularly 
remarkable, that fo large a proportion of the crew belonging to the 
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Bounty, fhould have become fo infatuated as to facrifice their country, 
their honor, and their lives, to any female attachments at Otaheite, 
The objeéts of their particular regard, by whom they have children, we 
frequently faw. Whatever fuperiority they may be entitled to from their 
mental accomplifhments, we had no opportunity of afcertaining ; but 
with refpeét to their perfonal attractions, they were certainly not fuch 
as we fhould have imagined could poffibly have tempted Englifhmen to 
fo unpardonable a breach of their duty; nor were any of the women 
they feleéted, perfons of the leaft power or confequence in the ifland. 

The European animals and plants depofited here by Captain Cook, 
and other navigators, with the hope of their future increafe, I have al- 
ready had occafion to regret, had been almoft intirely deftroyed in the 
late conflicts of the contending parties. My concern at this circum- 
{tance was greatly augmented, not only by my having little in my pow- 
er with which I could replace them, but in the confidence of | their 
now fucceeding could I have furnifhed a fupply ; as the recent altera- 
tion which has taken place im the government, afforded reafonable 
grounds to believe that, whatever I might have beftowed on the prefent 
occafion, would have been carefully proteé&ted. To the race of animals, 
I could add but two Cape geefe and a gander. We planted fome vine 
cuttings that had flourifhed extremely well on board; with fome orange 
and lemon trees ; and an aflortment of garden feeds; but as nature has 
been fo very bountiful in the variety of vegetables fhe has beftowed on 
this country, the natives feem to poffefs little defire for any addition ; 
and, if a judgment is to be formed, by the deplorable ftate in which we 
found the feveral {pots where foreign plants and feeds had been depo- 
fited, we had little reafon to be fanguine in the fuccefs of our garden- 
ing. Nor do I believe fuch attempts will ever fucceed until fome Eu- 
ropeans fhall remain on the ifland, and, by the force of their example, 
excite in the inhabitants a defire of cultivating the foil by their manual 
labour, to which at prefent they are almoft ftrangers. 

The ava, and the cloth plant in a fmall proportion, are the only ve- 
getables which the Otaheiteans take the leaft trouble to cultivate. Some 
few indifferent fhaddocks, a little tolerably good maize, a few pods of the 
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capficon, and fome very coarfe radifhes, were the only produétions I 
faw from the various and numerous vegetable exotics, that, from time 
to time, have been imtroduced into this ifland. 

The milk of goats not having been, appropriated to any ufe, and the 
animal not being fufficiently fat for the tafte of thefe people, they have 
fallen into difrepute, and become fearce. I colleéted, however, a fufh- 
cient number to eftablifh a breed of thofe animals on the Sandwich 
iflands, in cafe I fhould there find them acceptable to the inhabitants. 

The few aftronomical and nautical obfervations, here made, tending 
only to our own ufeful and neceflary purpofes, will conclude our tranf- 
actions at Otaheite, and are as under, viz. 

Eighteen fets of meridian obfervations of the zenith 
diftances of the fun and ftars, gave the latitude of the ob- 


fervatory by their mean refult # s - 17° 30' 20" 
Its longitude, by the chronometer, allowing the Dufky 
bay rate, to the 19th of january at noon = Z 209° 58' 
Its longitude to the fame time, allowing the Portfmouth 
rate = - - - - - 241° 18’ 
Its longitude by eighteen fets of diftances, by my fex- ) 
tants, of € a@, eaft of her - ~ ~ STO Mote ne! 
Its true longitude, as determined by Captain Cook BION 2415 


By our obfervations made at the obfervatory the firft day, viz. the 
7th of january, on allowing the Dufky bay rate, the chronometer gave 
the longitude 209° 55’ 45°, from which day to the 19th imftant inclufive, 
being twelve days obfervations of equal altitudes, it was found gaining 
at the rate of 4”2"" per day, and faft of mean time at Greenwich, on 
the goth at noon, 31/42”46”. Allowing the chronometer this error, 
and the above rate’of going fince we difcovered the ifland of Oparo, 
the difference of the longitude between it and point Venus, will by fuch 
means be 5°14’ 45° welt, and confequently its longitude, by that mode 
of calculating, would be 215° 39’; my obfervations however place it in 
215°58 20°; the mean between the two 215° 48’ 40", I fhould fuppofe 
can be liable to little, if any error; and as fuch I fhall adopt it for the 
true longitude of that ifland. This is further authorifed on finding, that by 
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nearly the fame number of obfervations, made with the fame inftru- 
ments at point Venus, and the fun on the fame fide the moon as when 
the obfervations were taken off Oparo, I placed that point 7’ 38” to the 
eaftward of the truth. 

Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham, when taken to the 
obfervatory, was found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich on the 
2oth of january at noon 2°10'25” 46”, and to be gaining at the rate of 
19°51 24” per day. : 

The variation of the magnetic needle, with all our cards, and com- 
pafles, in fifteen fets of azimuths, varied from 7°30’ to 5° 30’ eaft varia- 
tion, giving their mean refult 6°12’, and the vertical inclination as un- 
der: 


Marked end, North face Eaft - - - 30%:455 
Ditto, © ditto Welt - : - 31° 13 
Ditto, South face Eaft - - - 30° 49 
Ditto, ditto Welt - - - 30° 47' 


The mean vertical inclination of the South point of the dip- 


ping needle - 5 2 : . : go? 59 
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VISIT THE SANDWICH JsLANDS; PROCEED TO SURVEY THE 
coast OF New ALBION; PASS THROUGH AN INLAND 
NAVIGATION; TRANSACTIONS AT NOOTKA; ARRIVE AT 
Port St. FRANCISCO. 


CN 8 9 OD ON 


Paffage to the Sandwich vfllands—Arrive off Owhyhee—Vifit from Tianna 
and other chiefs—Leave Towereroo at Owhyhee—Proceed to leeward— 
Anchor in Whyteete bay in Waohoo—Arrival at Attowaz. 


Our friends having quitted us foon after noon on tuefday the g4th, 
we directed our courfe to the northward, and notwithftanding we had 
now been nearly ten months abfent from England, it was not until the 
prefent moment that our voyage could be confidered as commenced ; 
having now for the firft time pointed our veflels’ heads towards the grand 
objett of the expedition. I cannot help mentioning that I felt, on this 
occafion, very confiderable regret for the little progrefs we had. hitherto 
made. It was now within a few days of the time I had calculated, 
agreeably to the arrangements in England, that we fhould be quitting 
the Sandwich iflands, which were yet at the remote diftance of nearly 
800 leagues. One fatisfattory refleétion however was, that we had not 
been retarded by any mifpent time, or inexcufable delays ; and that al- 
though a month had been devoted to the examination of the fouth-weft 
part of New Holland, that period was, without doubt, not unprofitably 
employed. Adverfe winds, and the indifferent failing of the veffels had 
principally operated to prevent our being further advanced. 

A light 
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eee A light eaftwardly breeze brought us in the afternoon within fight of 

Titeroa, and at fun fet that ifland bore by compafs from n. by w. to 

nN. by £.; Otaheite s.z. to 8.; and Morea s.s.w.tos.w. Our pro- 

Wednef. 25. grefs was fo flow that, at noon the next day, we obferved in latitude 
17° 1', Morea bearing by compafs s. 24 w. to s.8 w.; Otaheite s.11 E. 

to s.41 E. and Titeroa N. 85 £. to N. 45 £. about three or four miles 

diftant. Some of the inhabitants vifited us from this ifland, and brought 

a few fowls, fifh, and cocoa nuts to barter. The weather falling calm, 

and the fhip drifting faft in with the land, we were employed until fun 

fet in towing her from it. At this time a light breeze fpringing up 

from the fouth the boats were taken on board, and all fail made to the 

Friday 27. northward; but fo tardily did we proceed that, on the 27th in the morn- 
Februarye ing, Otaheite and Morea were fill in fight aftern. We continued mov- 
Wednef.t. ing at this gentle rate until wednefday the ift of february, at which 
time we had reached only the latitude of 13° 54’, longitude 209° 59.. 

The wind had been variable, though chiefly from the eaftern quarter, 

with tolerably fair weather. From this period our progrefs was fome- 

what accelerated. We were daily vifited by numerous birds which in- 

habit the low half drowned iflands of this ocean, varying in their kimds 

Wednef. 8. as well as numbers, until the 8th, when, in latitude 4° 36, and longt- 
tude 209° 15’, they appeared to have intirely deferted us. During this 

laft week the weather had been clear, though very fultry, with a mode- 

rate breeze between the E.N.£.and N.N.E. The dead reckoning had 

hitherto varied about half a degree only to the weftward of the chrono- 

meter; but as we now advanced, we found a very {trong weltwardly 

current, which affeGted us fo much, that when we reached the equator, 

Sunday 12. which was about noon on the 12th, our longitude by account was 
210° 35’, although by the chronometer we were then in 207° 38’ only. 

Wednef 13. This afternoon a few birds were again feen about the fhip; the winds 
» The lati. and weather continued nearly the fame, attended with a heavy northerly 
Ae - ue fwell, which continued to be very unpleafant, and generally from the 
eee as N.E. After crofling the line, the current feemed to fet to the north weft- 
rede until it ward, until in latitude 4°54’ north,* longitude by the chronometer 204° 4's 
fhall be by the dead reckoning 209° 22’, which proved, that fince we had entered 


otherways 


indicated, the 
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the northern hemifphere, we had been fet, in the courfe of three days, 
81’ to the weftward, and 50’ to the north. From this point the current 
ceafed to fet to the weftward, but continued its northern dire€tion, in- 
clining a little to the eaft, at the rate of 4 to 5 leagues perday. Seve- 
ral birds, which had been our conftant attendants fince the 12th, became 
very {carce after thisevening. ‘The trade wind between N.£. and £.N.E. 
blew a frefh gale. The weather in general was cloudy, with fqualls, 
accompanied with a very heavy fea from the eaftward. 

The fky, on the morning of the 16th, being tolerably clear, I was 
enabled to obtain fix fets of diftances of (a @, the mean refult of which 
gave the longitude 204° 5/53”, the chronometer fhewed 204°6' 15”; lati- 
tude 6°14’. Very few birds were now to be feen; but inthe morning one 
or two turtles were obferved. The wind prevailing to the northward of 
N.E.; rendered our reaching the Sandwich iflands, without being firft led 
a confiderable diftance beyond them, a very doubtful circumftance. 
- This induced me to take advantage of the current, which ftill continued 
to fet to the northward; and by ftanding to the eaftward or northward 
as the wind veered, on the 23d we reached the latitude of 12°18’, the 
longitude by the chronometer 203° 16’, and by the dead reckoning 207° 
42’. The wind now blew a moderate breeze moftly from the eaftward ; 
which permitted us to make a courfe good, a little to the eaftward of 
north. / 

On the 26th, the mean refult of fix fets of diftances ( a © gave the 
longitude at noon 203° 48’, the es 203° 40’, by the — ee 
oning’ 208° 29’, the latitude 1525 

The wind, which was light, continued between the eaft and N.£. at- 
tended with a hollow rolling fwell from the n.w. On wednefday, in la- 
titude 17° 20’, longitude 203°30’, after a few hours calm, towards fun- 
fet a breeze fprang up from the n.w. We now ftood to the n.N.z.; 
which courfe, by day-light on thurfday the 1ft of march, brought us in 
fight of Owhyhee, bearing by compafs from north to N. by E. about 24 
Jeagues diftant. 

_ The order for phonies general trade with the Indians was again 
read to the fhip’s company. A particular attention to fuch regulations 
my Ort: I, X with 
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with perfons circumftanced as we were, was not only of material im- 
portance, but was abfolutely indifpenfable. 

As the day advanced, which was delightfully pleafant, the wind gradually 
veered round to the north-eaftward, which enabled us fhortly after noon to 
fteer for the fouth point of Owhyhee, then bearing by compafs nN. 8 w. 14 
leagues diftant. Our latitude was now 18° 9’, longitude per dead reckoning 
209° 39; by the chronometer 204°19', which latter is to be received 
as the true longitude, notwithftanding the difference of 5°14’; for fo 
much had we been affected by weftern or lee currents, in performing 
this very long and tedious paffage. About midnight, we paffed to the 
weftward of the fouth point of Owhyhee; and, in the hope of procuring 
fome provifions and refrefhments, as we failed paft the weft coaft of this 
ifland we kept clofe in fhore. 

In the morning, with a light breeze from the land, at the diftance of 
about 3 miles, we ftood along fhore to the northward. Several canoes 
came off with a fupply of pigs, and vegetables ; amongf{t the latter were 
fome very excellent water melons: the natives, however, demanded a 
very exorbitant return for thefe refrefhments, and feemed very indiffe- 
rent about trading, or having any other communication with us. At 
noon on faturday, with very: pleafant weather and light breezes, generally 
from off the land, Karakakooa bore north about 5 miles diftant; and 
we had now the fatisfa@tion of finding our chronometer, allowing the 
Otaheitean rate, to agree within a few feconds of its longitude as fettled 
by Captain Cook. The Portfmouth rate made it 1°18’ to the eaftward. 
On board the Chatham, Mr. Arnold’s chronometer erred 24’ to the 
weftward; according to its rate of going as fettled at Otaheite. 

The fteep precipice which forms the north fide of Karakakooa bay, 
renders it too remarkable to be eafily miftaken, efpecially as the inte- 
rior country rifes thence more abruptly than from the coaft to the north 
or fouth of the bay; which, although prefenting both wood-land and 
cultivated country above the barren rocky fhores where the habitations 
of the natives are chiefly fituated, is, neverthelefs, ina great degree def- 
titute of that diverfity of profpeét which might have been expected here, 
and which, is alfo the general character of all this fide of the ifland. 

Several 
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Several canoes having ftood to fea after us in the morning, we now 
brought to, for the purpofe of trading with them ; and were foon honored 
with a vifit from Tzanna, the perfon mentioned in Mr. Mears’s voyage. 
He. was received in a manner agreeable to the diftinguifhed charaéter he 
had been reprefented to fupport, and which, from his grateful inquiries 
after his patron, he appeared to deferve. This complimentary converfa- 
tion he feemed defirous of fpeedily putting an end to, being very anxi- 
ous to acquaint us, that, fince his return from China, he had refided 
on this ifland, where many fevere confliéts had taken place; in which 
he had taken part with Tamaah-maaha, again{t Teamawheere, who, it 
feemed, had, fince the death of Terecoboo, fhared the government with 
Tamaah-maaha. In one of thefe battles Zzanna having thot Teamawheere, 
a complete victory was gained, and thefe two chiefs agreed to divide 
the ifland between them. Tamaah-maaha becoming the fovereign over 
the three northern, and Tzanna of the three fouthern diftriéts. 

Underftanding that I purpofed going direétly to the Leeward iflands, 
Tianna requefted he might be permitted to accompany us, and, with 
his wives and retinue, to {leep on board; with which requeft I thought 
proper to comply: From the character given of this chief *, I was not 
a little furprized to find him totally ignorant of our language, and una- 
able to pronounce a fingle word articulately ; but by our knowledge of his 
fpeech we foon underftood, that, fince the preceding autumn, not any 
veffel had arrived; that about that time three or four American brigs, and 
one, in which was Mr. Colnett, belonging to Macao, had vifited the 
iflands ; and, that it was not poffible for any veffels to touch at the 
other iflands, without himfelf and the people of Owhyhee being inform- 


*See Mears’s 
Voyage. 


ed of their arrival. This intelligence made me defpair.of meeting the | 


ftore-fhip, and the hope which I had fo long indulged, as a compenfa- 
tion for the tardy progrefs which circumftances had hitherto compelled 
us to make, now feemed intirely to vanifh. 

Tianna viewed every tranfaétion on. board with attentive admiration, 
whilft our numbers feemed to create in his mind a degree of furprize he 
was unable to fubdue. In the courfe of the evening he held frequent 
converfations with Jowereroo, and during the night he was feveral times 

X 2 on 
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on deck, endeavouring to afcertain the number of men on duty in the 
different parts of the fhip. 

The retinue of Tianna on this occafion was to confift of a confidera- 
ble number; part were to attend him on board the Difcovery, and the 
remainder was to proceed in the Chatham. — His refidence was a little to 
the north of Karakakooa; and as it was propofed his fuite fhould be 
taken on board the next afternoon, we kept off that flation. A mef- 
fenger, apparently of fome confequence, was difpatched to the fhore 
with dire€tions for this purpofe the preceding evening; in the forenoon, 
however, feveral confultations took place with thofe about him, which 
finally ended in his declining to accompany us to Attowai. The conver- 
fation he had held with Towereroo had induced him to believe, that the 
fervices of this lad might be of great importance to him ; and as he pro- 
mifed Towereroo a very handfome eftablifhment, of houfe, land, and 
other advantages, I thought it advifeable to fix him with Tzanna for the 
prefent, that, on my return in the winter, I might be enabled to form 
fome judgment of his treatment. Morotoi, the native ifland of Towereroo, 
was in a ftate of great confufion, in confequence of its bemg the gene- 
ral rendezvous of Tateere and Tato, the fovereigns of Woahoo and 
Attowai, who were then meditating a war againft this ifland. This was 
an additional reafon for confenting to the arrangement. Yowereroo, 
though exceedingly anxious to accept Tzanna’s offer, feemed to. enter- 
tain great doubts as to the future fafety of himfelf and his property ; to 
the laft moment he had his choice of remaining on board, or departing 
with Tvanna ; and, notwithftanding he did not hefitate to prefer the lat- 
ter, yet he earneftly requefted the few clothes he had left, and the articles 
I had given him, fince our leaving Otaheite, might be taken care of on 
board, until our return; and he would take with him a. very fmall 
affortment of the different articles of traffic only, to fupply his prefent 
neceffities. 

As Tianna had feveral goats, I did not prefent him with any of thefe 
animals, but made him very happy by giving him fome vine and orange 
plants, fome almonds, and an affortment of garden: feeds, to all of 
which he promifed the moft particular care and attention. - After re- 

ceiving 
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ceiving fome acceptable valuables in return for ten {mall hogs, he took 
his leave of us with Towereroo about five in the afternoon ; and though 
he affe€ted to be pretty well fatisfied with his reception, and flattered 
with being faluted with four guns on his departure, yet it was very 
evident he was extremely difappointed and chagrined in not having 
been able to procure any fire arms or ammunition ; which were anx- 
ioufly folicited, not only by himfelf but by all his countrymen, and by 


us as uniformly refufed. 


To the care of Yowereroo I intrufted a letter, addreffed to the officer 


commanding the veffel charged with ftores and provifions for our fer- 
vice, acquainting him with our departure from Owhyhee, and of my in- 
tention to call at the Leeward iflands to recruit our water, after which, 
we fhouid proceed immediately to the coaft of America: and I dire€ted 
him to follow us thither without lofs of time, agreeably to the arrange- 
ments I had previoufly made with the Secretary of State’s office. 

As we ftood along fhore with a light breeze, we were in the evening 
greatly furprized on being hailed, from a large canoe which was meeting 
us, in broken Englifh; demanding, who we were, and to what country 
we belonged, and very civilly requefting to be admitted on board. This 
_ being granted, the fpeaker proved to bea young man named Tarehooa, a 
native of Attowai, who had accompanied a Mr. John Ingram command- 
ing an American fhip laden with furs, from North Weft America, bound 
to Bofton in New England by the way of China. Tarehooa had been 
- with Mr. Ingram in North America about feven months, and had re- 
turned in a brig with him fome months before. 

His prefent mafter, he informed me, was a chief named Kahowmotoo, 
of great importance, and nearly equal in confequence with Tianna; and 


who like him had been very inftrumental in gaining for Tamaah-maaha the 


fovereignty of the whole ifland. We were inftantly made known to this 
chief, who prefented me with a letter written in Spanifh, dated “ Sloop 
Princefs Royal, march 28, 1791,” (probably the fame veflel that was 
captured at Nootka) attended by an Englifh tranflation of the fame 
date, and both figned “ Emanuel Kimper ;” recommending in the 


flrongeft terms Tamaah-maaha, Tianna, and this chief Kahowmotoo, tor 
their 
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their having, on all occafions, fhewn Mr. Kimper and his people every 
mark of friendly attention and hofpitality. Kahowmotoo prefented me 
with three fine hogs, for which in return he received ample compenfa- 
tion; but, like Tzanna, was much mortified that it had not been made 
in arms or ammunition. He requefted to fleep on board, and that his 
canoe might be taken in tow, in both of which he was indulged. Much 
converfation took place in the evening. He confirmed the account . 
given by Yzanna of the non-arrival of any veflels for fome months 
paft, and the wars which had taken place; but it was exceflively difficult 
to reconcile the ftory he told of Tianna, with that which Tzanna had 
related of himfelf. Zzanna’s atchievements he readily admitted, and 
candidly allowed him great merit for his military exploits; but denied 
his having equal power with TJamaah-maaha; faying, there was but one 
aree de hot over all Owhyhee, and he was Tamaah-maaha; and that if 
Tianna was an aree de hot, fo alfo muft he be, and other chiefs of 
equal confequence with Tzanna and himfelf. 

This inftance will ferve to illuftrate how very difficult it is, according 
to our comprehenfion of their language, to obtain matter of faé from: 
thefe people ; and that nothing {hort of indefatigable labour can obtain 
the truth, and correét information, from man in fo early a fate of 
civilization. 

The next morning we were abreaft of the fouth point of Toca-yah- 
ha bay, near which is Kahowmotoo’s refidence. It was a great pleafure 
to obferve the avidity, with which all the chiefs who had vifited the fhip 
fought after the vegetable produétions we had brought; which, if at- 
tended to, will in future add to their prefent abundant produétion. 
Kahowmotoo was very anxious to obtain every acquifition of this fort, 
and was made very happy by receiving fome fine orange plants, and a 
packet of different garden feeds; and likewife a goat and kid. With 
thefe valuables he appeared to be highly delighted, and promifed to give 
them his greateft care and attention. 

Lareehooa, who preferred the name of Jack, had been with Mr. 
Ingram in the capacity of a fervant; but was now promoted to the 
office of interpreter in the fervice of this chief, which he by no means 


badly 
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badly executed. Jack was extremely folicitous to remain on board, and ° 


to accompany us on our voyage. As he appeared to be a very fhrewd 
a€tive fellow, and there was a probability of his being made ufeful, I 
accepted of his fervices, to which the chief confented, though with a 
mixture of regret, and a friendly regard for Jack’s future advantage and 
fuccefs. After being faluted with four guns, a compliment which Tianna 
had received, and taking a very affectionate leave of his interpreter, 
Kahowmotoo departed with the moft friendly affurance, that whenever we 
fhould think proper to vifit his diftriét, we fhould be abundantly fup- 
plied with refrefhments. 

A light breeze, chiefly from the fouth, advanced us flowly towards 
the north point of Owhyhee, until the trade wind at £.N.£. no longer 
intercepted by the high mountains which compofe the ifland, met us ; 
when we direéted our courfe towards Woahoo. Early in the morning 
of the 6th, being well in with the ifland of Tahoorowa, the Chatham’s 
fienal was made to denote our fituation in bearing up along the fouth 
fide of that ifland; but as neither this nor fome previous fignals had 
been acknowledged, I concluded the Chatham had remained becalmed 
under the high land of Owhyhee; whilft we had benefited by a very fine 
gale, owing to our being a little further advanced; and Woahoo being our 
next appointed rendezvous, a long feparation could not be apprehended. 
The trade wind blew ftrong from the N. xr. until we were under the lee 
of Ranai, when light and variable winds fucceeded. At noon Tahoo- 
rowa by compafs bore s.88 £.; the s.w. part of Mowee n. 79 £.; the 
eaft pomt of Ranai N.60£.; fouth point N.20£.; north weft point 
N. 18 w.; and the weftern part of Morotoi indiftinétly feen, bore n.n.w. 
In this fituation the latitude was obferved to be 20° 41’, longitude by the 
chronometer 209° 2’. The fouth point of Ranai being the neareft land, 
was about four miles diftant, and was placed by our obfervations 1’ fouth, 
and 54 to the weft of the fituation affigned to it by Captain King. In 


the afternoon fome few of the natives vifited us from Ranai, merely, I 


believe to fatisfy their curiofity, as they brought with them fcarcely any 
thing for barter. Indeed, the dreary and defolate appearance of their 


ifland, feemed a fufficient apology for their coming empty handed. The 
apparent 


159 
1792. 
rane 
 ) 


Monday 5. 


Tuefday 6, 


Wednel. 7. 


A VOYAGE OF (DUS COVER Y 


apparent fterility of the ifland, and the few fcattered miferable habita- 
tions which we were able with our glaffes to difcern, indicated the part 
of it now prefented to our view to be very thinly inhabited, and incapa- 
ble of affording any of its productions to ftrangers. During the after- 
noon we proceeded to the north along the weft fide of Ranai; and, to- 
wards fun-fet again met the trade wind, which about midnight brought 
us in fight of Woahoo, bearing by compafs weft 6 or 7 miles diftant. 
We plied until day light, when we dire€ted our courfe along the fouth 
fide of that ifland, whofe eaftern fhores bear a fimilar defolate appearance 
to thofe of Ranai, and are principally compofed of barren rocks and high 
precipices, which fall perpendicularly into the fea. - We did not pafs at a 
greater diftance than a league, yet verdure or cultivation was not any 
where to be feen. From its eaft point the north eaft fide of Woahoo 
takes a direction N. 35 w. off which are {cattered fome {mall detached 
iflets and rocks; the northernmoft of thefe which we faw, is a low flat 
rock, lying from the eaft point v.22 w. 3 or 4 leagues diftant; and near 
the fhore was a hill whofe fummit bears the appearance of a volcanic 
crater. The land to the north of the eaft point feemed much indented, 
but whether capable of affording any {helter or not, we were too far off 
to difcern. On the fouth eaft part of this ifland are two remarkable pro- 
montories, which lie from each other s. 81 w. and n.81£. about 7 miles 
afunder ; the firft or eafternmoft of thefe is formed of barren rocky cliffs, 
rifing fo fuddenly from the fea, that to all appearance veffels might brufh 
their fides in pafling them; whence the land falls a little back, and forms a 
fhallow bay ina northern direGtion, where the different colours in the 
water indicated a rocky bottom; on the beach the furf broke very 


‘violently, behind which a lagoon extended fome diftance to the north- 


f*Sard. Should the bottom be found good, veflels might ride in this bay 


tolerably well proteéted againft the general trade wind; but as our place 
of rendezvous was round the fecond promontory, we did not examine 
it in'a more particular manner. Continuing our courfe, about nine we 
hauled round the reef which lies about a quarter of a mile from that 
point, and had foundings from 22 to 10 fathoms; in which latter depth 


of water we anchored about ten o'clock, the bottom fand and pieces of 
{mall 
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{mall coral. This promontory, which is the fouth point of the ifland, 
has alfo on its top the appearance of a crater, formed by volcanic 
eruptions; this bore by compafs n. 82 £.; the outward part of the reef 
s. 81 £.; the wefternmoft part of the land in fight n. 82 w.; a break in 
the reef, which extends at irregular diftances along the fhore, v.20 w. ; 
a low fandy point, near the weft end of a large Indian village n. 7 w.; 
and the middle of the village, (where, the natives informed us, we might 
land in perfeét fafety with our boats,) N.N.£. about 2 miles diftant. 
We examined a confiderable fpace around the fhip, and found in fhore 
the fame defcription of bottom, though the coral which principally 
compofed it was of fo foft a nature, as to caufe little apprehenfion 
for the fafety of our cables. The depth of water within us gradually 
decreafed to 6 fathoms, and without, to the diftance of nearly a mile, 
as gradually increafed to 25 and go fathoms, where the bottom was found 
to be a fine grey fand. 

As our quarter deck required caulking, the carpenters were immediately 
employed on this bufinefs. Some few of the natives vifited us from 
the fhore, who brought in their canoes a very {paring fupply of re- 
frefhments, amongft which, the mufk and water melons made no in- 
confiderable part, and were very excellent of their kinds. The fituation 
occupied by us in this bay, which the natives call Whyteete, feemed 
nearly as eligible as moft of the anchoring places thefe iflands are ge- 
nerally found to afford. The inhabitants were exceffively orderly and 
docile, although there was not a chief or any perfon of diftinétion amongft 
them to enforce their good behaviour ; neither man nor woman attempt- 
ed to come on board, without firft obtaming permiffion; and when 
this was refufed, they remained perfeétly quict in their canoes alongfide. 

The information obtained at Owhyhee, that Titeere and Tazo, with 
moft of the principal chiefs and warriors of this ifland, and thofe to lee- 
ward, were on a hoftile expedition at Morotoi and Mowee, was here 
confirmed; but differed as to the immediate caufe of their abfence, which 
was now reprefented to be for the purpofe of repelling an invafion 
likely to take place from Owhyhee, by Tamaah-maaha, Kahowmotoo, 
and Tianna. This, ina great meafure, feemed to account for the {mall 
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number of inhabitants who vifited us, the wretched condition of their 
canoes, and the fcanty fupply of their country’s,.produce which, they 
brought to market. On. the fhores, the villages appeared numerous; 


‘ large, and in good repair; and the furrounding. country,pleafingly in-_ 


terfperfed with deep, though not extenfive valleys ;..which,. with the 
plains near. the fea-fide, prefented a high degree. of cultivation and fer- 
tility. The apparent docility of thefe people, who have been reprefént- 
ed by former vifitors as the moft daring and unmanageable of any who 
belong to the Sandwich -iflands, might, probably, be attributed ina 
great meafure to the abfence of their fighting men, ard to our manifeft 
fuperiority in numbers, regularity in point of order, and. military govern- 
ment ;-which feemed to make a wonderful impreffion on all who were 
permitted to come on board, and who, to a man, appeared very much 
afraid of fire-arms., This was evinced, on our mounting guard to poft 
the centinels round the fhip. On this occafion they all haftily paddled 
towards the fhore, and it was not without much perfuafion that they 
were induced to return. 

It appeared very fingular, that the war of which we had heard fo 
much, was not yet begun ; and Kahowmotoo, who had frequently men- 
tioned the fubjeét, faid they were not to begin the combat until after the 
expiration of fifteen months. If this information be correét, defigns 
fo long premeditated, or preparations delayed fo long from being carried 
into execution, were hard to account for. Jazo and Titeere had now 
been feveral months from their refpettive governments. hts 

Our new fhip-mate Jack became very plbals he took upon him to 
reprefent.us in the moft formidable point of view to all his countrymen; 
magnifying our powers, and augmenting our numbers, and. proclaim- 
ing that we were not traders, fuch as)they had been accuftomed to fee; 
but that we were belonging to King George, and were. all mighty war- 
riors. This being his conftant difcourfe, 1t 1s not to be, wondered that 
his countrymen became much intimidated’; and as this could be produc- | 
tive of no ill. confequences, we permitted Jack to proceed in his enco- 
miums, and unanimoufly agreed it would not. be dus fault, if we were 
not in high repute amongft the iflanders. 

After 
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After caulking the decks I purpofed to execute fuch trivial repairs, 
at this place, as might be found neceffary to the rigging, &c. &c. pro- 
vided that water, for which I was alone folicitous, could be procured ; 
as the abundant and excellent refrefhments we had obtained at Otaheite, 
and the high ftate of health which we had enjoyed fince our leaving 
Dufky bay, rendered fupplies of any other nature a fecondary confi- 
deration. 

For this purpofe, attended by two armed boats, and a guard of feven 
marines, I landed accompanied by Mr. Mudge, Mr. Whidbey, and 
Mr. Menzies. Our boats remained perfectly quiet on the beach, having 
paffed to the fhore between fome rocks, which completely proteéted it 
from the furf. The natives, who were prefent, received us in a very or- 
derly manner. ‘Two buftling men with large fticks, kept the few fpetta- 
tors at a refpeétful diftance: to thefe I made fome prefents; and, on 
inquiring for water, they dire€ted us to fome ftagnant brackifh ponds 
near the beach. This being reje¢ted, we were given to underftand that 
good water was to be had in abundance at fome diftance, to which they 
readily undertook to conduét us; and as they all appeared friendly and 
pacific, the boats were left in charge of Mr. Swaine and Mr. Manby ; 
and we proceeded, with our guard, in fearch of the promifed fupply. 
Our guides led us to the northward through the village, to an exceed- 
ingly well-made caufeway, about twelve feet broad, witha ditch on each 
fide. 

This opened to our view-a fpacious plain, which, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the village, had the appearance of the open common 
fields in England; but, on advancing, the major part appeared divi- 
ded into fields of irregular fhape and figure, which were feparated 
from each other by low ftone walls, and were in a very high -ftate of 
cultivation. Thefe feveral portions of land were planted with the eddo 
or taro root, in different ftages of inundation; none being perfectly 
dry, and fome from three to fix or feven inches under water. The 
caufeway led us near a mile from: the beach, at the end of which was 
the water we were in queft of. It was'a rivulet five or fix feet wide, 
and about two or three feet deep, well banked up, and nearly motion- 
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lefs; fome {mall rills only, finding a paflage through the dams that 
checked the fluggifh ftream, by which a conftant fupply was afforded to 
the taro plantations. The water was excellent, but the road was too 
rough and hard for rolling our cafks fuch a diftance, without ex pofing 
them to great damage. This induced me to make our guides under- 
{tand, that, if the inhabitants would colleét, and carry this water on 
board in gourds, they fhould be well rewarded for their trouble. The 
offer was inftantly communicated to their neighbours about us, who im- 
mediately replied, we fhould have an ample fupply the next day. At 
the termination of the caufeway, the paths of communication with the 
different fields or plantations were on thefe narrow ftone walls ; very 
rugged, and where one perfon only could pafs at a time. The gentlenefs 
and civility of the natives tempted us to extend our walk through the 
plantations, which we found very pleafant. A fine refrefhing breeze pre- 
vailed, and the Indians kept at a fufficient diftance to prevent their com- 
pany being incommodious. In this excurfion we found the land ina 
high ftate of cultivation, moftly under immediate crops of taro; and 
abounding with a variety of wild fowl, chiefly of the duck kind, fome 
of which our fportfmen fhot, and they were very fine eating. The fides 
of the hills, which were at fome diftance, feemed rocky and barren; the 
intermediate vallies, which were all inhabited, produced fome large trees, 
and made a pleafing appearance. The plains, however, if we may judge 
from the labour beftowed on their cultivation, feem to afford the prin- 
cipal proportion of the different vegetable produétions on which the in- 
habitants depend for their fubfiftence. The foil, though tolerably rich, 
and producing rather a luxuriant abundance, differs very materially 
from thatof Matavai, or the other parts of Otaheite. At Woahoo, 
nature feems only to have aéted a common part in her difpenfations of 
vegetable food for the fervice of man; and to have almoft confined 
them to the faro plant, the raifing of which is attended with much care, 
ingenuity, and manual labour. In the feveral parts of its culture, the 
inhabitants, whether planting, weeding, or gathering, mutt, during the 
whole of thefe operations, be up to their middle in mud, and expofed 
to the rays of a vertical fun: whereas, on the plains of Otaheite, the 
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furface teems, as it were, fpontaneoufly with the moft abundant pro- 
duce of efculent vegetables, without the help of induftry to fow, plant, 
or rear them, or the affiftance of the aqueduéts which thefe people 
conftruét with great labour and ingenuity to infure them a crop. 
There, the continued groves of the lofty and umbrageous bread fruit, 
apple, palm, and other trees, afford a delightful cool retreat to thofe 
favored iflanders ; here, the inhabitants know not the luxury of fuch re- 
tirement. Nor did it appear in the vegetable kingdom alone that nature 
here had been more favorable ; the human f{pecies, though without doubt 
originally of the fame nation, differ exceffively ; and it would feem that 
the comparative benevolence of the Otaheiteans and thefe people was 
about equal to the natural fertility of the foil on which they refpeCtively 
lived. It may however appear rather uncharitable to form any decided 
opinion on fo fhort an acquaintance; yet firft impreffions will ever have 
their influence on vifiting different countries under circumftances fimilar, 
or nearly fo. On fuch occafions itis fearcely poffible to avoid comparifons, 
in which one muft neceflarily fuffer. On our landing at Otaheite, the 
effufions of friendfhip and hofpitality were evident in the countenances 
of every one we met. Each endeavoured to anticipate our wants or 
our wifhes by the moft fafcinating attention, and by feduloufly ftriving 
to be firft in performing any little fervice we required; inviting us to 
take refrefhments at every houfe we approached, and manifefting a de- 
gree of kindnefs that would juftly be extolled amongft the moft polifhed 
nations. At Woahoo we were regarded with an unwelcome aufterity , 
and our wants treated by the generality with a negligent indifference. 
In the courfe of our walk they exhibited no affiduity to pleafe, nor did 
they appear apprehenfive left offence fhould be given; no refrefhments 
were offered, nor had we invitation to any of their houfes. Their ge- 
neral behaviour was diftantly civil, apparently diretted by a defire to 
eftablifh a peaceable intercourfe with ftrangers, from whom there was a 
profpeét of deriving many valuable acquifitions, which would be unat- 
tainable by any other mode of conduét; as they muft have been con- 
vinced immediately on our landing, that we were too powerful to be 
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conquered, and too much upon our guard to fuffer the leaft indignity by 
furprize. - I muft, however, do juftice to the hofpitality of our two 
guides, who on our reaching the fhore took upon them the office of con- 
ftables; and who had alfo each caufed a hog anda quantity of vegetables 
to be prepared for our entertainment. On our return this repaft was 
ready, and we were much intreated by them to partake of it; but as it 
was now paft fun fet, we were under the neceffity of declining their 
civility; on which they very obligingly put our intended fupper into the 
boats. I prefented each of our guides with an acceptable acknowledg- 
ment, and earneftly renewing my requeft of a fupply from the brook, 
which they promifed {hould be complied with the next day, we returned 
on board. 

Towards midnight the Chatham arrived, and anchored a little to the 
weltward of the Difcovery. I foon learned from Mr. Broughton that 


as I had fufpected, his veffel had been becalmed the evening we parted 


until near one the next morning, when they {tood towards Mowee; but 
on his not being able to fee the Difcovery at day light, he fteered to the 
north weft along the fouthern fide of that ifland, and found an eligible an- 
choring place off its weftern part, with foundings regular and good ; and 
as the natives brought off a confiderable quantity of water, he had great 
reafon to believe that article could there be readily procured. 

The few natives in our immediate neighbourhood, though they con- 
ducted themfelves in a very civil and fubmiffive manner, yet brought us 
fo little water i the courfe of the next day, that I was induced to give up 
the idea of obtaining a fupply by their means, and to proceed imme- 
diately to Attowai; where I was affured we fhould have that neceflary 
article completely within our own reach and power. After employing 
the forenoon in fetting up our rigging, and in other ufeful occupations, 
we weighed anchor, and fteered to the weftward. 

Anxious to communicate the intelligence of our progrefs to the offi- 
cer commanding the ftorefhip, (this being one of the appointed rendez- 
vous,) I entrufted a letter to one of the natives,’a very active fenfible 
fellow, who promifed to take great care of it; and to'deliver it on the | 
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veflel’s. arrival in this bay; and for the faithful difcharge of this truft, he 
was affured of receiving a very handfome prefent, to which I promifed 
him an addition. on my return. 

_ Whyteete bay is formed, by the tant falling a little back round the 
fouth» pomt of Woahoo; and although open above half the. compafs 
in the fouthern quarters, it 1s, unqueftionably the moft eligible anchoring 
place in the ifland., » We found the latitude of the, fhip’s {tation by four 
good meridional altitudes, to be 21° 16’ 47”; its longitude by the chro- 
nometer 202° g 37”; and the variation of the compafs to be 7° 50’ eaft- 
wardly. Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham gave the 
longitude 201° 45’ 30”, allowing the rate as fettled at Otaheite; our 
chronometer by the Portfmouth rate, fhewed the longitude to be 203° 
29' 50”; but 202°9/ 97” is to be received as its true longitude. 

A fine breeze between five and fix brought us round the fouth weft 
part of Woahoo, which lies from the fouth point Nn. 82 w. 5 leagues 
diftant. This point is low flat land, with a reef round it, extending 
about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. The reef and low land conti- 
nue fome diftance to the eaftward towards Whyteete bay, and form, be- 
tween the fouth and fouth-weft points, a large open fhallow bay, with high 
land rifing very irregularly at fome diftance from the beach; which, to- 
wards the fouth-weft point, appeared to be broken in two places, and to 
form lagoons that feemed capable of receiving boats and {mall craft. 
One of the natives, who was accompanying us to Attowai, informed me, 
that all along the fhore off thefe openings the bottom was rocky, and 
would cut our cables. This, with fome other circumftances, induced me 
to believe, that there was not any where in this {fpacious bay fuch good 
anchorage as our laft flation. 

At eight in the evening, the weft point of Woahoo bore n.+£. 3 leagues 
diftant. The Chatham being under the land becalmed, we foon loft fight 
of her. We continued our courfe under all fail, and to our great furprize 
came within fight of Attowai, by half paft four the next morning. The 
~ eaft end, by compafs, bore n. by w. at atrifling diftance, having gain- 
ed almoft 6 leagues in the night’s run from land to land, more than the 
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log afcertained; which I concluded muft have been effected by a very 


{trong north-weft current. 

At day-break, we bore away along the fouth fide of Attowai for Why- 
mea bay, where about nine o’clock we anchored, and moored a cable 
each way; the depth of water was 24 fathoms, with a bottom of dark- 
grey fand and mud. The eaft point of the bay bearing, by compafs, 
s.67£. the weft point N. 70 w.; and the river N.31£; about 2 miles 
diftant. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER I. 


Tranfaciions at Attowai—The prince and regent vifit the fhips—Fidelity 
of the natewes—Obfervations on the change in the feveral governments of 
the Sandwich wflands—Commercial purfuats of the Americans. 


By the time we had anchored, feveral of the natives vifited us in the 
fame fubmiflive and orderly manner as at Woahoo, and appeared better 
provided. Towards noon, the Chatham arrived; but the wind fhifting 
about prevented her coming to anchor until fun-fet, when fhe moored 
a little to the weftward of the ftation we had taken. 

Our boats, guard, &c. being in readinefs, about one o’clock we pro- 
ceeded to the fhore. Mr. Menzies accompanied me in the yawl, and 
Mr. Puget followed with the cutter and launch. The furf was not fo 
high as to prevent our landing with eafe and fafety ; and we were re- 
ceived by the few natives prefent, with nearly the fame fort of diftant 
civility which we experienced at Woahoo. 

A man, named Rehooa, immediately undertook to preferve good or- 
der, and underftanding we purpofed to remain fome days, caufed two 
excellent houfes to be tabooed for our fervice; one for the officers, the 
other for the working people, and for the guard, confifting of a fer- 
jeant and fix marines. Stakes were driven into the ground from the 
river to the houfes, and thence acro{s the beach, giving us an allotment 
of as much {pace as we could poflibly have occafion for; within which 
few encroachments were attempted. This bufinefs was executed by two 
men, whofe authority the people prefent feemed to acknowledge and re- 
fpect, although they did not appear to us to be chiefs of any particular 
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confequence. I made them fome very acceptable prefents ; anda trade for 
provifions and fuel was foon eftablifhed. Certain of the natives, who had 
permiffion to come within our lines, were employed in filling and roll- 
ing our water-cafks to and from the boats ; for which fervice they feemed 
highly gratified by the reward of a few beads or {mall nails. 

Having no reafon to be apprehenfive of any interruption to the har- 
mony and good underftanding that feemed to exift, and the afternoon be- 
ing invitingly pleafant ; with Mr. Menzies, our new fhip-mate Jack, and 
Rehooa, 1 proceeded along the river-fide, and found the low country 
which ftretches from the foot of the mountains towards the fea, occupied 
principally with the taro plant, cultivated much in the fame manner as 
at Woahoo ; interfperfed with a few fugar canes of luxuriant growth, 
and fome {weet potatoes. The latter are planted on dry ground, the 
former on the borders and partitions of the taro grounds, which here, 
as well as at Woahoo, would be infinitely more commodious were they 
a little broader, being at prefent fearcely of fufficient width to walk 
upon. This inconvenience may poffibly arife from a principle of ceco- 
nomy, and the fcarcity of naturally good land. The fides of the hills 
extending from thefe plantations to the commencement of the foreft, a 
fpace comprehending at leaft one half of the ifland, appeared to produce 
nothing but a coarfe fpiry grafs from an argillaceous foil, which had the - 
appearance of having undergone the action of fire, and much refem- 
bled that called the red dirt in Jamaica, and there confidered little bet- 
ter than a cafut mortuum. Mboft of the cultivated lands being confi- 
derably above the level of the river, made it very difficult to account 
for their being fo uniformly well watered. The fides of the hills af- 
forded no running ftreams ; and admitting there had been a colleétion of 
water on their tops, they were all fo extremely perforated, that there 
was little chance of water finding any paffage to the taro plantations. 
Thefe perforations, which were numerous, were vifible at the termina- 
tion of the mountains, in perpendicular cliffs abruptly defcending to the 
cultivated land; and had the appearance of being the effeét of volcanic 
eruptions, though I fhould fuppofe of very ancient date. As we pro- 
ceeded, our attention was arrefted by an object that greatly excited our 
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admiration, and at once put an end to all conjetture on the means to 
which the natives reforted for the watering of their plantations. A lofty 
perpendicular cliff now prefented itfelf, which, by rifing immediately 
from the river, would have effettually ftopped our further progrefs into 
the country, had it not been for an exceedingly well conftruéted wall of 
ftones and clay about twenty-four feet high, raifed fromthe bottom by the 
fide of the cliff, which not only ferved as a pafs into the country, but alfo 
as an aqueduét, to convey the water brought thither by great labour from 
a confiderable diftance; the place where the river defcends from the moun- 
tains affording the planters an abundant ftream, for the purpofe to 
which it is fo advantageoufly applied. This wall, which did no lefs credit 
to the mind of the projector than to the fkill of the builder, terminated 
the extent of our walk ; from whence we returned through the plantations, 
whofe highly-improved ftate impreffed us with a very favorable opinion 
of the induftry and ingenuity of the inhabitants. 

On our arrival at the beach, I had the comfort of finding all things in 
perfeétly good order. As the trading and working party were extremely 
well lodged, it was reafonable to believe that our bufinefs would not only be 
much facilitated, but that a more plentiful fupply of refrefhments. would, 
probably, be procured, by allowing them to remain on fhore. This in- 
duced me to leave Mr. Puget in charge of the party, and I returned on 
board perfeétly fatisfied with the fafety of their fituation. 

Like our treatment at Woahoo, our reception here was not of that 
hearty, friendly nature, I had been accuftomed to experience from our 
fouthern friends. ‘The eagernefs, nay even avidity, with which the men 
here affifted in the proftitution of the women; and the readinefs of the 
whole fex, without any exception, to furrender their perfons without the 
leaft importunity, could not fail, at the moment, to incur: our cenfure 
and diflike ; and, on reflection, our difguft and averfion. I have read 
much, and feen fomething in my feveral vifits to this ocean, of the ob- 
feenity attributed to the mhabitants of Otaheite and the Society iflands ; 
but no indecency that ever came under my obfervation, could be com- 
pared with the exceflive wantonnefs prefented in this excurfion. Had 
this levity, now fo offenfively con{picuous, been exhibited in my former, 
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vifits to thefe iflands, its umpreffions could not have been effaced, and 
it muft have been recolleéted ‘at this time with all the abhorrence which 
it would at firft have naturally created ; but as no remembrance of fuch 
behaviour occurred, I was induced to confider this licentioufnels as a 
perfectly new acquirement, taught, perhaps, by the different civilized vo- 
luptuaries, who, for fome years paft, have been their conftant vifitors. 

At Woahoo, and alfo on our arrival here, we were given to under- 
{tand that there were Englifhmen refident on this ifland. 

One of them, a young man about feventeen years of age, whofe name 
was Rowbottom, came on board in a large double canoe; who {aid he was 
of Derbyfhire, that he had failed from England about five years fince in an 
Indiaman to China, which fhip he had quitted in order to engage with 
fome of the veffels in the fur trade between North-Weft America and 
China; and that he had, ever fince, been thus employed in the American 
fervice. He informed me, that himfelf, John Williams a Welchman, and 
James Coleman an Irifhman, had been left at Onchow, in order that they 
might return to this ifland for the purpofe of colleéting fandal-wood, and 
pearls, for their mafter John Kendrick, an American, commanding the 
brig Lady Wafhington, in whofe fervice they full remained at the wages 
of eight dollars per month. The Lady Wafhington had quitted thefe 
iflands the preceding Oétober, bound to New England, with a cargo of 
furs to difpofe of in her way thither at China; {he was immediately to re- 
turn from Bofton, and having {pent the next winter in North-Weft Ame- 
rica, was, in the autumn of the enfuing year, to call for thefe men at 
Attowai, and take in a cargo of fandal-wood for the Indian market, 
with fuch pearls as they might have colleéted. 

With Rowbottom came two chiefs, the one named No-ma-tee-he-tee, 
the other Joo; both of whom he faid would be ufeful at Attowai and 
Onchow. On making thefe chiefs each a prefent, with which they were 
greatly pleafed, they faid they were dire€ted by the king, or rather the 
prince Ta-moo-eree, (who is a boy, and the eldeft fon of Tato the fove- 
reign of this and the neighbouring iflands) to fay, that Enemoh, the re- 
gent in Tato’s abfence, and Tamovoerec, would be with us in a day or 


two; giving me to underftand that Enemoh was the principal acting 
officer. 
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officer. A melfenger was immediately difpatched to requeft of his high- 
nels, that, as my {tay would be very fhort, he would do me the favor 
to lofe no time in giving us the honor of his company; and, as a 
pledge of our friendly difpofition, I fent him a large axe as a prefent. 

Our young countryman faid it was highly important to have the ftriét- 
eft watch over the behaviour of thefe people ; for although he conceived 
our force was too great for them to attempt any thing hoftile with the 
* leat profpeét of fuccefs, yet he could not determine how far their am- 
bitious views might lead them, as, fince their fuccefs in taking a {choon- 
er at Owhyhee, they had become fo elated, that they had attempted 
to take a brig at Mowee. 

The f{chooner belonged to a Mr..Medcalf,;an American trader, who 
having been fuccefsful im the fur trade, equipped and entrufted her to 
the command of his fon, who failed with eight men from Macoa, in order 
to profecute that branch of commerce. This veffel was captured at 
Owhyhee; but as Rowbottom’s narrative of the fatts was afterwards 
found erroneous, the particulars of the enterprize, from better authori- 
ty, will be given in a future chapter. 

Nomateehetee and Too, with other natives prefent, confirmed the in- 
telligence of this atrocious att, and, at the fame time, highly reprobated 
the inhuman murder of the crew, who were all put to death excepting 
one man. Tzanna was accufed by them of having projetted this wicked 
{cheme, and of having perpetrated the horrible maffacre ; but they po- 
fitively denied that Tazo, who had been fufpeéted of meditating the capture 
of the brig at Mowee, had any knowledge of that bufinefs ; faying, that 
it was intirely the a€t of the people of Mowee. On becoming acquaint- 
ed with thefe daring and ambitious defigns, I inquired, what reception 
Tianna would have experienced had he accompanied us from Owhyhee P 
Every one prefent feemed to be aftonifhed at his entertaining fuch an 
idea, and agreed that he would have been put to death the inftant he 
had landed, as they all confidered him as their moft inveterate enemy. 
Thefe reports, and the obfervations that were made by the natives in 
confequence of their being related to me, gave me great reafon to ap- 
prehend that Zzanna’s intentions of accompanying us hither, which on 
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refle€tion he had thought proper to decline, were not di€tated by mo- 
tives of the moft friendly and difinterefted nature. 

Thefe unwelcome tidings being concluded, Mr. Broughton attended 
me on fhore with the two chiefs and the young Englifhman, who was 
extremely ferviceable to us as an interpreter; and pointed out to the 
natives our friendly intentions towards them, and the manner in which 
they fhould conduét themfelves, not only to infure our good opinion, but to 
obtain the advantages that would eventually refult to themfelves from our 
vifit. On landing, I underftood from Mr. Puget that every thing was, 
and had been, conduéted with the greateft propriety and good order by 
all parties. Trade for provifions, wood, &c. was going on very brifkly, 
and our fupply of water was equal to our withes. 

Matters thus pleafantly circumftanced, we embarked with Mr. Men- 
zies and Mr. Whidbey, who had accompanied us on fhore, in a double 
canoe to examine the river, which, at the diftance of about half a league 
from the entrance, divides into two branches, one ftretching towards the 
E.N.E.; the other, feemingly the furtheft navigable, took a northerly 
dire€tion, in which however we were not able to advance more than five 
hundred yards beyond the wall we had vifited the preceding evening. 
Here we landed, and confidered ourfelves about three miles from the fea- 
fide, to which we now returned by a path fomewhat nearer the foot of 
the mountains than before, through a fimilar country; and were on this 
occafion more peftered and difgufted, if poflible, with the obfcene im- 
portunities of the women, than on our former excurfion. 

Nomatechetee returned with us to dinner; Zoo remained with Rehooa to 
affift our party on fhore. The next morning Nomatechetee produced a 
lift of certificates from four different commanders of trading veffels who 
had lately vifited thefe iflands. The firft, dated in april 1791, figned by 
J. Colnett of the Argonaut, recommended this chief to the notice of 
future vifitors; but the others figned by J. Ingram of the Hope, Tho- 
mas Barnet of the Guftavus, and John Kendrick of the Lady Wafhing- 
ton, the two former without dates, the latter dated 27 oftober, 1791, 
all direét that the greateft circumf{pe€tion fhould be obferved in the in- 
tercourfe of ftrangers with thefe iflanders, notwithftandmg the good 
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opinion entertained of their fidelity, or the recommendation given, by 
Mr. Colnett. I told Nomateehetee the paper {poke much in his praife and 
favor, and defired that he would not omit fhewing it to the commander 
_ of the next and every other veffel that might arrive at Attowai, which 
he promifed to do, and requefted it might remain on board until our 
departure. : 

The caulkers having finifhed the quarter deck of the Difcovery, they 
were fent on board the Chatham to execute a fimilar fervice. 


Another of the party left by the Lady Wafhington now made his 


appearance, which did not fpeak much in his favor. This man’s name 


‘was Coleman, and Rowbottom had faid he was of Ireland, which the 
man himfelf pofitively denied, and declared he was an American, born 
at New York. He had in moft refpeéts adopted the cuftoms of the na- 
tives, particularly in drefs, or rather in nakednefs; for, excepting the 
maro, which he wore with much lefs decency than the generality of the 
imhabitants, he was perfeétly naked, and the colour of his {kin was lit- 
tle whiter than the faireft of thefe people. I afked him what he had 
done with his former clothes; to which he anfwered with a fneer, that 
they were hanging up in a houfe for the admiration of the natives”; 
and feemed greatly to exult in having degenerated into a favage way of 
life. He acquainted me, that he was charged with a meflage from the 
prince, to afk what ftay I intended to make, and to inquire if we were 
friendly and peaceably difpofed. I defired he would inform the prince, 
that we fhould depart the inftant a fupply of water was obtained; that I 
-was very defirous of having an interview both with him and Enemoh, but 
that I could not be detained for this purpofe; and that, as a further 
pledge of the favorable difpofition we bore towards him and his people, 
I defired he would prefent to the prince a piece of fearlet cloth in my 
name. With this embafly he immediately fet off, after affuring me that 
the prince and regent, with many other chiefs, would pay us their re- 
f{peéts by noon the next day. 

The afternoon being delightfully pleafant, I made a {mall excurfion to 
the weftward along the beach; and on returning, obferved the hills to 
the eaftward of the river to be on fire from a confiderable height, in 
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particular direGions, down towards the water's edge. I was by no means 
pleafed with this appearance, well knowing that fires are generally re- 
forted to by thefe and other rude nations as the fignal for colleéting the 
diftant inhabitants, when an enterprize or fcheme is meditated to be 
carried into effeét. 

I defired Rowbottom to attend to the converfation of the Indians who 
were near; but he colleéted nothing from them in our walk that could 
give rife to fufpicion. On joining the fhore party, I afked Nomatechetee 
and fome other chiefs, what was the caufe of this extenfive conflagration. 
Some replied, it was to announce the arrival of the prince, the regent, 
and other great chiefs in this neighbourhood on the morrow; whilft 
others contended it was for no other purpofe than that of burning the 
weeds, This difagreement in opinion concerning the caufe of fo unufual 
an appearance, was far from being fatisfa€tory. The furf ran very high, 
and other circumftances concurred to render the embarkation of our 
working party very inconvenient; in addition to which, I did not think 
it prudent to manifeft our apprehenfions by a fudden and hafty retreat. 
The party on {hore amounting to twenty armed pérfons was tolerably 
ftrong. Mr. Puget had direétions to be vigilantly on his guard ; and he 
was informed that the two launches, armed and provided with falfe fires 
to make fignals in cafe of alarm, would be ftationed as clofe to. the 
beach as the furf would permit during the night, in cafe he fhould need 
farther affiftance. Having taken thefe precautions I returned on board, 
with the hope, that in the event of any tumult little danger was to be 
apprehended. During the night, the chiefs who had taken up their lodg- 
ings near our party, frequently vifited the beach near where our boats 
rode; and feemed inquifitive as to the caufe of the precautions which 
they beheld. The night however paffed without the leaft interruption ; 
and in the morning the natives were again trading in their ufually crvil 
and friendly manner. 

Our fupply of water was completed the next day ; and the few hogs 
and vegetables we were able to purchafe were received from the fhore. 
As the market no longer afforded provifions, and as our bufinefs was now 
finifhed, dire€tions were given for the embarkation of the party m the 
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afternoon, it being my intention the next day to fail for Onchow. The 
furf having prodigioufly increafed, Mr. Puget, on thefe orders being 
delivered to him, reprefented to me, that he was fearful our people would 
not be able to reach the boats with their arms without expofing themfelves 
to fome danger. Conceiving that with the afliftance of a canoe, which 
hitherto had been the general mode of conveyance between our boats 
and the fhore, there would be little hazard, I defired he would ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to get off; as the re-appearance of the fires on the 
hills, and the non-appearance of either prince or regent, indicated a 
pollibility that the natives might have thought proper to difcontinue 
their former fervices and good behaviour. 
. In the evening our boats returned; they had been fome time detained 
by the abfence of a man belonging to the Chatham, who had ftrayed 
from the party, and whom at length they had been obliged to leave be- 
hind. To effect the embarkation, Mr. Puget had procured a large 
double canoe, which unfortunately was ftove and fwamped the firft trip ; 
but by the exertions of thofe in the boats every perfon had happily been 
faved, though amongft them were fome who could not fwim. By this 
accident two mufkets, three axes, a crofs cut faw, and a fet of accou- 
trements went to the bottom, but they had recovered one of the muf- 
kets. Several articles belonging to the officers who had been on fhore 
on duty could not be taken without imminent danger of being loft, as 
thofe on fhore after the lofs of the canoe had to fwim to the boats 
through the furf. Amongft thefe were fome arms, and a valuable dou- 
ble barrelled fowling piece, which were left in the charge of Nomatechetee, 
who tabooed them; and, with John Williams, (the Welchman left by the 
Lady Wafhington,) gave every aflurance of their fecurity; to infure 
which, they both propofed to fleep in the houfe where the valuables 
were depofited. Mr. Puget feemed to entertain great confidence of the 
fafety of the articles and of their being all forthcoming; but I muft 
own, I expected that this neceflity would put their fidelity feverely to 
the teft, and might eventually be the means of preventing our interview 
with the prince and regent; efpecially as Williams had returned with an 
apology for their having broken their engagement, which he faid had 
Vor. I. Aa been 
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been occafioned by exceflive fatigue; but that we might rely on feeing 
them the next morning. This unpleafant flate of fufpenfe occafioned me 
fome anxiety ; but at day-break I was agreeably relieved by receiving 
a meffage that the prince and regent were arrived at Whymea. 

Mr. Puget was difpatched to the fhore for the purpofe of obtaining 
the things which had been left behind, and with dire€tions to ufe every 
poflible means to imprefs the prince and regent with our friendly dif- 
pofition, and to prevail on them to vifit the fhips. In thefe refpeéts he 
had the good fortune to fucceed, and communicated to me the follow- 
ing particulars of his reception. 

On landing, he was received with great marks of friendfhip and cor- 
diality by Enemoh, who is an elderly chief; guardian to the children of 
Tato, king of the ifland, and regent during his abfence. At fome dif 
tance the young prince was feated in a man’s lap, to whom Mr. Puget 
haftened to pay his refpeéts, and had the fatisfaction of feemg him well 
pleafed with the prefents he made him on this occafion. Having fettled 
the bufinefs of their vifiting the fhips, to which Enemoh had confented, he 
was extremely anxious to become acquainted with the fate of the feveral 
articles which he had intrufted to the care of Williams and Nomateehetce 
the preceding evening. Much to their credit and honor, he not only found 
every thing he had configned to their proteétion and integrity, but alfo the 
muf{ket with its bayonet, and crofs cut faw, which had been loft out of the 
canoe, but which in the courfe of the night had been recovered by the 
natives; who promifed, that the axes which were not yet obtained fhould 
Itkewile be reftored, the inftant they were recovered. The feveral articles 
being colleéted and fent down to the boat, with the man belonging to 
the Chatham who had been left on fhore the preceding evening,’ Mr. 
Puget acquainted Enemoh that he was ready to attend them on board. 
Enemoh replied that, with refpe€t to himfelf, he had not the leaft objec- 
tion to accompany Mr. Puget with the young prince and Lipoone, a 
young chief about the prince’s age,-who feemed his principal compa- 
nion; but that he was now prevented following his own inclinations by 
the chiefs who were prefent, and fome women apparently of great con- 
fequence, who colleétively demanded an hoftage to be left with them 
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on fhore, whilft we on board were honored with the company of thefe 
illuftrious perfonages. On Mr: Puget’s receiving and making known 
my orders, that Mr, Manby and Mr. Sheriff fhould remain behind in 
compliance with their defires, a general approbation was expreffed by all 
prefent, and the regent with fome attendants embarked; faying, that on 
his return the prince and his young friend fhould go on board, but that 
the ifland could not be left without either the prince or the regent. 

- On Enemoh’s coming on board he affeéted to recolleé& me, and faid we 
had been acquainted when I was at Attowai with Captain Cook; and, to 
recall himfelf to my remembrance added, that he was prefent when I gave 
a lock of my hair to Tazo, which Tazo had ever fince preferved, and al. 
ways carried about him; and that he, Enemoh, had on that occafion re- 
quefted a fimilar pledge of friendfhip, which, however, I thought pro- 
per to decline. Thefe circumftances were very likely to have taken 
place, although at the moment they did not recur to my memory. 

_ A dozen hogs, and a quantity of mats and cloth, being prefented by 
Enemoh, 1 made no delay in offering a fuitable return, with which, how- 
ever, he did not feem either delighted or fatisfied: ‘This produced an in- 
quiry on my part; on which he frankly acknowledged, that the prefent I 
had made him was a very liberal one, but that he would gladly give up the 
whole for a mufket, or even for a piftol. Thefe engines of deftru€tion had 
been uniformly folicited with the greateft ardency, by every native of the 
leaft confequence with whom we had any dealings; and I had frequently 
been much perplexed how, without offence, to refufe complying with re- 
quefts fo importunate, and, at the fame time, in my humble opinion, fo 
repugnant to the caufe of humanity. On this occafion I availed myfelf 
of our peculiar fituation, as it had refpeét to the trading veffels which 
he had been accuftomed to vifit; and informed him, that the fhip, and 
every thing fhe contained, belonged to His Majefty King George, who 
had tabooed mutkets, piftols, and various other articles. On this gun- 
powder and balls were immediately folicited; but, on being told that 
thefe were under fimilar reftriétions, he remained: filent, and feemed very 
thoughtful. At length, conceiving no importunities would avail, he re- 
covered himfelf, and became as fuddenly cheerful, as on the refufal of 
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his favorite weapons he had feemed dejeéted. He now fhook me very 
heartily by the hand, and faid, fince arms and ammunition were tabooed, 
he muft acknowledge that the prefents he and his friends had received 
were very ample, and that they had reafon to be highly fatisfied. Enemoh 
recommended in the ftrongeft terms the attendance of Nomateehetee and 
Too on our paffage to Onchow, where they would be very ferviceable in 
procuring us the different produétions, and would prevent any diforderly 
behaviour on the part of the inhabitants. His opinion of his own im- 
portance was greatly flattered by our faluting him with four guns on his 
departure ; and he took leave with every appearance of being extremely 
gratified with his vifit. | | 

Mr. Puget, who had to execute the remaining part of his embafly, 
attended the venerable old chief and his fuite on board the Chatham, 
where they paid their refpe€ts to Mr. Broughton; and, having received 
fome prefents from that gentleman, they proceeded to the fhore. On 
landing, Enemoh expofed the feveral articles which had been given to 
him, and recounted the treatment he had received. 

Although Mr. Puget was much pleafed with the fatisfa€tion and happi- 
nefs which the vifit had afforded all prefent, he was much difappointed on 
underftanding that the embarkation of the prince and his young friend 
would not take place. On his fearching for the caufe of this fudden altera- 
tion, and pointing out to Enemoh the reception he had met, the prefents he 
had received, and affuring him, that we had no wifh or defire but to fhew 
the fame marks of refpeét and friendfhip to Zamooere, which he had given 
us an opportunity of paying to him (all of which were readily admitted) ; 
Enemo, with fome hefitation, explained ; and at length the reafon was 
difeovered to have proceeded from their having obferved, that the two 
gentlemen who had been left as hoftages, were down on the beach near 
the boats, and they fuppofed were going on board without waiting the 
return of the prince to the fhore. Mr. Puget inftantly removed their 


apprehenfions, when all obje€tions ceafed ; and the prince and his young 


companion were now as eager to get to the boat, as they before had 
been willing to return on the demur of the regent; from whom Mr. 
Puget underftood, that fome hogs and vegetables were every minute 
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expeéted to arrive. But not thinking it advifeable to wait, left any other 
objettion might arife and detain the prince on fhore, he immediately 
put off, leaving Mr. Manby and Mr. Sheriff in their former fituation as 
hoftages. : 

I was much pleafed with the appearance and behaviour of this young 
prince, who feemed to be about twelve years of age. In his coun- 
tenance was exhibited much affability and cheerfulnefs ; and, on clofely 
obferving his features, they had infinitely more the refemblance of an 
European, than of thofe which generally charatterize thefe iflanders ; be- 
ing deftitute of that natural ferocity fo confpicuous in the perfons about 
him. In thefe refpeéts, and in the quicknefs of his comprehenfion and 
ideas, he greatly furpafled his young friend and companion TJifoone. 
At firft, he was not without confiderable agitation, marked as evidently 
by the fenfibility of his countenance, as by his aétions; in conftantly 
clinging to me, and repeatedly faluting me according to their cuf- 
tom, by touching nofes. I foon diffipated his fears by a few trifling 
prefents, and encouraged him to vifit every part of the fhip. His in- 
quiries and obfervations, on this occafion, were not, as might have 
been expected from his age, dire€ted to trivial matters; which either 
efcaped his notice, or were by him deemed unworthy of it; but to fuch 
circumftances alone, as would have authorized queftions from perfons 
of matured years and fome experience. He conduéted himfelf with a 
great degree of good breeding, and applied to Rowbottom or Williams, 
who were with him, to know if he might be permitted, or it were proper, 
to make this, or that inquiry ; and never moved forward, or fat down, 
_ without firft inquiring, if, by fo doing, he fhould incur any difpleafure. 
It was now about our dinner-time. His young friend Tzfoone did not 
fail to partake of our repaft, whilft the prince feemed infinitely more 
entertained with the feveral new objets that furrounded him, and, I 
believe, would have returned to the fhore perfeétly fatisfied with his 
vifit, had I offered him nothing more. Confidering, however, that 
fome acknowledgment was due for their care, and honefty in reftoring 
not only the articles, which through neceflity had been committed 
to their charge, but fuch as were recovered from the fea; when 
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dinner was ended, I prefented Zamooere with nearly a duplicate affort- 
ment of the valuables I had, in the forenoon, given to Enemoh, with 
fome few other things that feemed particularly to attract his attention, 
Amongft thefe was a quantity of wine and rum, for which thefe iflan- 
ders, like our fouthern friends, have acquired no inconfiderable relifh. 
I prefented likewife to his friend a colleétion of valuables; and gave 
to each of his attendants fome trivial article, with which they feemed 
agreeably furprized, as this compliment was expected by none of them, 
Our countrymen who were in the habit of living with the prince, 
were inftruéted to imprefs on the minds of the royal party and the in- 
habitants in general, that the liberality they had experienced was wholly 
to be afcribed to their own civil, orderly, and honeft behaviour ; and, 
that, (in addition to what they had received,) as a particular teftimony of 
my approbation of their conduét, if they would remain on board until 
it was dark they fhould be entertained with a difplay of fire-works. 
Tamoeree, though well fatisfied that our intentions were pacific and 
friendly, and though perfe€tly reconciled to his fituation on board, yet 
requefted he might be permitted to go on fhore, and, if Enemoh had 
no objeftion, he would return. He intreated us to remain a few 
days, to enable him to make us fome return for our civilities, in hogs 
and vegetables; a fupply of which, he expected, were already at the 

beach; but as we had accomplifhed all the bufinels for which we had 
ftopped at this ifland, and being defirous of obtaining from Onchow a 
ftock of yams, (a vegetable that Attowai did not at that time afford) I 
gave the young prince to underftand, that if the wind fhould prove fa- 
vorable in the courfe of the night, we fhould, on a certainty, depart for 

Onchow. 
After vifiting the Chatham with the prince, Mr. Puget returned with 
his charge to the fhore; where the party was received with the greateft 
cordiality by a large concourleof the natives, who, under the reftriétions 
of the taboo, were kept in excellent.order. The prince was carried on 
a man’s fhoulders and feated in the heufe which our officers occupied. 
There he was foon joined by: Enemoh, with alarge train of attendants, who 
unanimoufly expreffed their fatisfaétion and gratitude for the treatment 
~ their 
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their young chief had experienced; of which, the valuable prefents 
brought from the fhips bore undeniable teftimony. 

Not feeing, nor hearing any tidings of, the promifed fupply of pro- 
vifions, nor difcovering any inclination in the royal party to return for 
the purpofe of attending the fire-works, Mr. Puget took his leave and 
repaired on board. Previoufly to his quitting the fhore, the prince found 
out that the exhibition could be equally well feen from the beach, ab 
therefore requefted he might be indulged. 

As our young friend was anxioufly. waiting, with a large crowd of his 
countrymen, in expectation of fomething new, as foon as it became 
dark I ordered fome {ky and water rockets to be difplayed. Nomatee- 
hetee and Too, who, with feveral of the natives, male and female, had 
begged a paflage to Onchow, obferved the rockets with infinite furprize 
and admiration, as did the concourfe of people affembled on fhore; 
which was announced to us by their repeated burfts of acclamation, 
diftinétly heard, though at the diftance of nearly two miles. 

I fhould be guilty of an unpardonable injuftice to thefe people, were 
I to negleé&t this opportunity of obferving, that the faithful perform- 
ance on their engagement with Mr. Puget, combined with thofe prin- 
ciples of honefty that direéted the reftoration of the articles recovered 
from the fea, produced in our minds opinions very contrary to thofe 
which we had, perhaps too haftily, formed of Attowai, on the report of the 
recent vifitors to this country ; and which, on the prejudice of our firft 
impreflions, were confirmed greatly to the difadvantage of the general 
character, to which, it now appeared, thefe iflanders were entitled. The 
reports, however, ought not to be confidered as having originated with- 
out caufe; though, in all likelihood, tranfgreflions may have been com- 


mitted by ftrangers as well as by the natives, and the want of a fufficient ~ 


knowledge of each other’s language, may have provoked mutual aggreffi- 
on, which, otherways, would not, fo repeatedly, have produced mifunder- 
ftandings. That the natives had not been faithfully dealt with on all occafi- 
ons, feemed evident, from the prince or regent demanding an hoftage for 
their fafe return, on their confenting to venture themfelves amongft us; 


a circumftance that had never before occurred im any of my vifits to the 
iflands 
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iflands in this ocean. And, that they are capable of being taught by proper 
leffons and examples how to refpeét the property of others, is placed out 
of doubt by the exercife of thofe principles of rectitude that direéted the 
honorable reftoration of the mufket and tools which they recovered from 
the fea; and this alfo affords reafonable grounds to believe, that, on their 
being convinced that irregularities and frauds are not to be committed 
with impunity, all the inhabitants of thefe iflands would foon be induced 
to avoid difgrace and punifhment, and fecure the advantages refulting 
from the friendfhip of the more civilized world. Nothing could mani- 
feft more powerfully their being already extremely con{cious of this 
important intereft, than the faithful difcharge of the truft repofed in them 
by Mr. Puget, and the delivery of the valuables recovered out of the 
water, which might have been fecreted and with-held without fear of 
dete@tion, and for which they were not requefted to fearch; nor was 
any reward offered to thofe who might exert themfelves to procure them. 
We might poflibly be in fome meafure indebted for the good behaviour 
of the natives, to the confidence that the chiefs had reafon to fuppofe 
was placed in their integrity. This, when repofed in their chiefs or 
refponfible perfons, I have, in former inftances, feen attended with the 
moft happy effeét. 

The people of the feveral nations who have vifited thefe iflands, 
are well known and diftinguifhed by the habitants. I was extreme- 
ly well pleafed to underftand that the three refident men, though at 
prefent in the fervice of an American, had ufed every endeavour to 
imprefs on the minds of the natives, the moft favorable opinion of the 
Englifh ; and I was made very happy on being convinced of the ftrong | 
predile€tion and attachment which the young prince had conceived for _ 
the fubjeéts of Great-Britain. This prepoffeflion, if properly cherifhed, 
may eventually be highly important to the Britifh traders ; for, 1f con- 
clufions may be permitted to be drawn from the general deportment 
and manners of his early years, the riper ones of this young prince 
muft be attended with a very confiderable degree of confequence, in this 
part of the world. This prefumption appears the more warrantable, by 
the fplendid atchievements, and the example he will have had exhibited by 

his 


ROUND THE WORLD. 
his father, who has raifed himfelf to the high ftation he at prefent fills 


by his perfeverance and prowefs in military exploits. 

The predileétion of the prince was not only confpicuous in the at- 
tention fhewn to Rowbottom and his comrades, whofe perfons and pro- 
perty he had made facred by their conftantly refiding with him, and by 
his making them his companions in all his diverfions and amufements, 
but in his having affumed the title of King George; not fuffering his 
domeftics to addrefs him by any other name, and being much difpleafed 
with us, as well as his countrymen, if we called him Tamooere. 

Befides the different articles of traffic with which I prefented this pro- 
mifing youth, were a male and female goat, andtwo geefe; Mr. Broughton 
added a third; and we had hopes they were of different fexes. He had 
likewife an ewe and a ram in moft excellent condition, left by Mr. 
Colnett ; thefe had bred, but their progeny had been unfortunately killed 
by adog. Notwithftanding this accident, there was every profpett of 
their future propagation and fuccefs. 

From Mr. Puget I learned, that there appeared in none of his tranfa¢tions 
with the royal party any marks of external refpeét towards them, e1- 
ther from the fubordinate chiefs, or the common people. When I was 
at thefe iflands with Captain Cook, proftration was very ufually ob- 
ferved, and feemed then to be demanded even by chiefs, though not of 
the higheft rank. On this occafion, the only circumftance which pro- 
claimed the prince’s fuperior rank, was a guard confifting of about thirty 
men, armed with iron pahooas, who attended him: and the royal per- 
fonages on all excurfions, carrying thirteen mufkets made up into three 
bundles, with fome callibafhes containing ammunition, of which it was 
thought expedient we fhould be apprized previous to their vifit, left 
fuch formidable appearances fhould create in us diftruft or fufpicion. 
During the time our party was employed on fhore, an armed man was 
fearcely ever feen; and fuch of the natives who appeared fo provided, 
brought their weapons for the purpofe of fale only. 

About three in the morning of the 14th, we failed with a fine north- 
erly breeze for Onehow, in order, whilft the decks of the Chatham were 
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caulking, to take on board fuch yams and other vegetables as we might 
be able to procure. 

On our arrival at Onehow, we anchored in 14 fathom water off the 
fouth part of the ifland, about 3 of a mile from the fhore; its fouth eaft 
point bearing by compafs s. 77 £. its weft point n. 48 w. and the ifland 
of Tahoora s.58 w. Finding the bottom here foft, fandy, regular, and 
good, I was duced to prefer this anchorage to a fituation I had been 
in, further to the n.N.w. as the furf broke with great violence on the 
n.W. fide.of the ifland, though here we rode very {moothly. Nomateehetee 
wifhed we had proceeded further weft; faying, the natives would have a 
great way to bring us their yams and other produétions. The {tation we 
had taken was not however attended with any fuch inconvenience; as, 
by friday in the afternoon, we had purchafed a very ample fupply: and 
the Chatham’s deck being now finifhed, about fix in the evening we 
proceeded together towards the coaft of America. 

On our departure, the two Englifhmen with our other friends took 
their leave, who, for the good fervices they had rendered us, received 
acknowledgments far beyond their moft fanguine expeétations. 

The fupply of refrefhments which the Sandwich iflands on this occa- 
fion had afforded us, was undeniably a very feanty one. This, however, 
I did not folely attribute to fcarcity, as I had frequently great reafon to 
believe an abundant ftock might have been, procured, had we been in- 
clined to have purchafed them with arms and ammunition; with which, | 
through the unpardonable conduét of the various traders who have vifited 
thefe iflands, the inhabitants have become very familiar, and ufe thefe wea- 
pons with an adroitnefs that would not difgrace the generality of Euro- 
pean foldiers. Their great avidity for procuring thefe deftructive en- 
gines may poflibly have been increafed by the fuccefles of Zzanna, who, 
it fhould feem, is principally indebted for his prefent exaltation, to the 
fire arms he imported from China, and thofe he has fince procured from 
the different traders. . His example has produced in every chief of con- 
fequence an inordinate thirft for power ; and a fpirit of enterprize and 
ambition feems generally diffufed among{t them. If reliance is to be 
placed on the information which I received, the flame of thefe unwar- 
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rantable defires has been raifed by the pra€tice of every {pecies of artifice 
and addrefs in their European and American vifitors ; who have thereby 
enhanced the value of fuch deftruétive articles of commerce. For thefe 
alone the natives now feem inclined to exchange the valuable refrefh- 
ments, with which there can be little doubt thefe iflands ftill abound. 
The evil of this’ trade will be materially felt by veffels that may have 
occafion to refort to this country, unequipped with military ftores for 
the inhuman purpofe of barter with thefe people; and it is much to be 
apprehended the mifchief will extend confiderably further, as we have 
been acquainted, by the late adventurers in the fur trade, that thefe 
iflanders have tried various {chemes to deftroy the crews, and to gain 
poffeffion of fome of the trading veffels, in which they fucceeded too well 
with Mr. Medcalf’s {chooner at Owhyhee. Thefe ambitious defigns how- 
ever, had been rendered in moft inftances ineffectual, by the fuperiority 
alone which the traders poffeffed in fire-arms; and yet, neither the convic- 
tion of their own fecurity being wholly dependant on thefe powerful means 
_ of defence, nor the common principles of humanity, feem to have had 
fufficient. influence to reftrain a traffic, encouraged by avaricious pur- 
fuits in defiance of all moral obligation. 

The alteration which has taken place in the feveral governments of 
thefe iflands fince their firft difcovery by Captain Cook, has arifen from 
inceffant war, inftigated both at home and abroad by ambitious and en- 
terprizing chieftans ; which the commerce for European arms and am- 
munition cannot fail of encouraging to the moft deplorable extent. 

If we may be allowed to decide by comparing the numerous throngs 
that appeared on the firft vifits of the Refolution and Difcovery, and 
which were then conftantly attendant on all our motions, with the very 
few we have feen on the prefent occafion, the mortality muft have been 
very confiderable. It may however be objected, that the novelty of fuch 
vifitors having, at this time, greatly abated, is fufficient to account for the 
apparent depopulation. But when it is confidered, how effential our dif- 
ferent implements and manufactures are now become to their common 
comforts, that reafon will not apply; as every aeanal is eager to’ 
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bring forth all his fuperfluous wealth, on the arrival of European com- 
modities in the market. 

At Whyteete, I had occafion to obferve that, although the town was 
extenfive, and the houfes numerous, yet they were thinly inhabited, and 
many appeared to be intirely abandoned. The village of Whymea is 
reduced at leaft two-thirds of its fize, fince the years 1778 and 1779. 
In thofe places where, on my former vifits, the houfes were moft nume- 
rous, was now a clear {pace, occupied by grals and weeds. That exter- 
nal wars and internal commotions had been the caufe of this devaftati- 
on, was further confirmed by the refult of my inquiries off Owhyhee, 
when it did not appear that any of the chiefs, with whom I had been 
formerly acquainted, excepting Tamaah-maaha, was then living ; nor 
did we underftand, that many had died a natural death, moft of them 
having been killed in thefe deplorable contefts. 

The fhort time we remained amongft thefe people, did not allow of 
my obtaining the fatisfa€tory information I fought, and which was fo 
very defirable on this, as well as on other important topics. This has 
induced me to referve the fubje& matter I had colleéted, until I fhould 
have an opportunity of going into a more correét inveftigation: for the 
prefent, therefore, I fhall take leave of the Sandwich iflands, by {tating the 
advantages which the Americans promife themfelves by the commercial 
interefts they are endeavouring to eftablifh in thefe feas. 

Previoufly to the departure of Rowbottom and Williams, they informed 
me, that their captain had conceived that a valuable branch of commerce 
might be created, by the importation of the fandal-wood of this country 
into India, where it fells at an exorbitant price; that, in the fur trade, 
immenfe profits had been gained, infomuch that it was expected not 
tefs than twenty veflels would, on thefe purfuits, fail with their cap- 
tain (Kendrick) from New England, and that they were defired to 
engage the natives to provide feveral cargoes of this wood, which 
is eafily procured, as the mountains of Attowai as well as thofe of 
Owhyhee, abound with the trees from which it is produced ; though we 
were not able to procure any of their leaves, to determine its particular 
elals or fpecies. ‘The wood feemed but flightly to anfwer the defcription 
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given of the yellow fandal wood of India, which is there a very valuable 
commodity, and is fold by weight. 

The pearls I faw were but few, and confifted of three forts, the white, 
yellow, and lead colour. The white were very indifferent, being {mall, 
irregular in fhape, and poffeffing little beauty; the yellow, and thofe of 
a lead-colour, were better formed, and, in point of appearance, of fu- 
perior quality. Mr. Kendrick muft, undoubtedly, flatter himfelf with 
great emoluments from thefe branches of commerce, or he would not 
thus have retained three men in conftant pay for fuch a confiderable 
length of time, with a promife of further reward if they conduéted 
themfelves with fidelity towards his intereft. This proceeding, however, 
appears to have been the effeét of a fudden thought, as it was not until his 
brig was weighing anchor at Onehow that he came to this determination, 
and landed the three men; who, in confequence of fuch fhort notice, 
had no means of equipping themfelves, and were left almoft deftitute 
of apparel. The few clothes they had were nearly worn out; thefe I 
replaced with a fufficient {tock to ferve them fome time; and, to add as 
much as poffible to their comforts in their prefent fituation, and to make 
them refpeétable in the eyes of the people with whom they were yet 
to remain for feveral months, they received fuch tools and articles of 
traffic as would beft anfwer their purpofe, and fome books, pens, ink, 
and paper, for ther amufement, with an affortment of garden feeds, 
and fome orange and lemon plants that were in a very flourifhing ftate. 

To the care of Rowbottom, who feemed the moft qualified, I in- 
trufted a letter of inftruétions to the commanding officer of the ftore- 
fhip, whofe arrival we daily expeéted; as alfo one to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, acquainting them with the time we had quitted thefe iflands, 
the ftate and condition of the veflels, and health of their crews, the 
route I had taken to this ftation, and the difcoveries we had made. 

Kendall’s chronometer, agreeably to its error and rate of going as 
afcertained at Otaheite, agreed fo well on our arrival at Owhyhee, that 
I was not at all folicitous for any further inveftigation. Our obferva- 
tions in Whymea road made its latitude 21°57’, and its longitude, by 


the chronometer, 200°18'15", varying 5/15" to the eaftward of Captain 
Cook’s, 
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Cook’s, and 1'45” to the weftward of Captain King’s affigned true lon- 
gitude of the roadfted; whence I concluded its rate of going very cor- 
re€t. The Portfmouth rate fhewed 201° 40’ 45", Mr. Arnold’s chrono- 
meter, on board the Chatham, made the longitude of Whymea, accor- 
ding to its Otaheitean rate, 199°58'30". Our anchorage at Onehow, 
by obfervation, was in latitude 21° 46’30”, the longitude, by the chro- 
nometer, 199°40’. This ftation is to the £.s.z. of the {pot where the 
Refolution anchored, and which is laid down by Captain Cook in lati- 
tude 21°50’, longitude 199° 45 ; confequently, our obfervations place 
the fouth point of Onehow nearly in the fame latitude, though 8’ fur- 
ther to the weftward, and 2 leagues further diftant from Whymea. The 
Portfmouth rate fhewed the longitude to be 201°5'; but Mr. Arnold's 
chronometer made a much greater difference, as it placed the anchorage 
at Onehow in longitude 199° 12'15”. At this ifland, we found the tides 
regular, as noticed by Captain Cook ; but at Attowai and Woahoo, there 
was a current which generally fet to the eaftward. 


* 


CHAPTER 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


CHP Be Roe 1, 


Paffage to the coaft of America—Find the main-maft fprung—See the land 
of New Albion—Proceed along the coaft—Fall in with an American vef- 
fel—Enter the fuppofed firaits of De Fuca—Anchor there. 


Havine put to fea from Onehow, as before related, we f{tood to the 
N.w. clofe hauled, with a moderate breeze at N.N.E. attended by a 
heavy {well from the n.w. until the next morning, when the wind hav- 
ing veered to that quarter, we made fail to the N.z. in order that we 
might pafs to the north of the Sandwich iflands, and be enabled to fteer 
to the eaftward, fhould the wind continue its northern direction, from 
whence it had lately prevailed. By noon the wind blew a frefh gale 
from N.N.w. attended with fome trifling fqualls; our latitude was now 
22° 16’, longitude 199° 17’; the weft pomt of Onehow bearing by com- 
pafs s.57 ©. 8 leagues diftant. About two in the afternoon we difco- 
vered a {pring in the main maft on the larboard fide, about fix feet below 
the hounds. ‘This part of the maft had occupied much of our attention 
fince our departure from Teneriffe, in confequence of a fufpicious ap- 
pearance near a rugged knot, oppofite to the place where the defect 
now became evident. We were under an immediate neceffity of getting 
down the top-gallant-maft, with every moveable out of the top; clofe 
reefing the topfail, and lightening the head of the maft as much as pof- 
fible, until a fifh fhould be prepared; which the carpenters loft no time 
in getting ready. A defeét was alfo difcovered in the head of the fore- 
ma{t, above the rigging, which was of lefs importance, and did not re- 


quire any additional fecurity for the prefent. 
At 
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At fun-fet Attowai bore by compafs s. 808. to s.45 E. and Onehow 
s. 4 w. to s.14w. The wind remaining in the n.w. we ftood on, and 
about midnight paffed the north point of Attowai at no great diftance ; 
though the weather being very dark and hazy, prevented our feeing the 
land. 

On funday morning we took our departure from the Sandwich iflands : 
Attowai bearing by compafs s. 5. to Ss. 30 W. 10 or 11 leagues diftant. 
In the afternoon all the fails were furled on the main-maft, and we were 
employed until fix in the evening in fixing the fifh, and fecuring the 
head of the maft; when the fails were again fet, and we proceeded to the 
E.N.E. The wind was generally to the weftward of north, with cool 
and pleafant, though generally cloudy weather, attended by a great {well 
from the n.w. which indicated the wind having blown with much vio- 
lence in that dire&tion. The main-maft, after a trial of fome days in a 
frefh gale with a heavy fea, not feeming to complain, the top-gallant maft 
was on the 29d got up, and the ufual quantity of fail carried. ‘The n.w. 
{well had now almoft fubfided, and the wind veered round to N.£. with 
which we ftood to the n.N.w. The weather continuing dark and 
gloomy prevented our making any obfervations on the folar eclipfe this 
morning; but at noon our obferved latitude was 24° 43’, longitude 
209° 6; and in the afternoon the variation was found to be 11° 5’ eaft- 
wardly. 

Our courfe was direéted to the eaftward or northward as the wind veered, 
which was moftly in the northern board, blowing a moderate breeze with 
pleafant weather. On the goth, in latitude 27°, I got five fets of diftances 
of the moon and fun; the mean refult gave the longitude 214° 21' 15"; 
by the chronometer it was 213° 46 30”; and by the dead reckoning, 
211° 44’.. This error in the dead reckoning feemed gradually to have 
taken place fince our departure from Attowai; and many of the officers 
having lately made feveral lunar obfervations with great accuracy, whofe 
mean refult gave from 25’ to 40’ eaft of the chronometer, I was led to 
believe, that our change of climate (the thermometer having fallen from 
about 80 to about 66 fince leaving the Sandwich iflands,) had caufed 
fome acceleration in its rate of going. From hence our progrefs was 
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attended by a very fmooth fea, and in general by cloudy and gloomy 
weather. Thé wind between n. by w. and n.n.£. blew fo gently, that 


on the 7th of april we had only reached the latitude of 35° 25’; longitude 


217° 24’, by the dead reckoning 214° 42’; when we found ourfelves in the 
midft of immenfe numbers of the fea blubber of the {fpecies of the Medufa 
Villa; fo'that the furface of the ocean as far as the eye could reach, was 
covered with thefe animals in fuch abundance, that even a pea could hard- 
ly be dropped clear of them. The largeft did not exceed four inches in 
circumference; and adhering to them was found a worm of a beautiful blue 
colour, much refembling a caterpillar. This worm is about an inch and 
a half long, thickeft toward the head, forming a three-fided figure, its 
back being the broadeft; its belly, or under part, was provided with a 
feftooned membrane, with which it attached itfelf to the medufa villilia. 
Along the ridge conneéting the fides and back from the fhoulders to the 
tail, on each fide, are numberlefs {mall fibres, about the eighth of an inch 
in length, like the downy hair of infeéts, but much more fubftantial ; 
probably intended to affift the animal in its progrefs through the water. 
This worm or caterpillar Mr. Menzies confidered to be a new genus. 


We faw alfo in the forenoon a bird, which I took to be of the duck or ' 


awke kind, flying to the. N.w:, but at too as ne a diftance to difcover 
its character. 

Since our leaving the land we had been daily vifited by one or two 
large birds, but not more at a time, which we fometimes took for the 
guebrantahueffos, and at others for a {pecies of albatrofs. On funday, the 
weather being perfeétly calm, Mr. Menzies was fo fortunate as to deter- 
mine this point, by killing a brown albatrofs ; of the fame fort, Ibelieve, 
as are found in abundance about Terra del Fuego, diftinguifhed vulgarly 
by the name of Mother Cary’s geefe, on account of the white rump, 
fhape of the tail, &c.. which refemble the ftorm petrel, commonly called 
Mother Cary’s chicken. This albatrofs had alfo a white mark, about the 
eighth of an inch wide, and two inches long, extending in a diagonal di- 
rection from the inner corner of its eye towards the neck. From tip to 
tip of each wing it meafured feven feet ; and, fromthe extremity ail the 
beak to that of the:tail, three feet.’ 
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The weather continued pleafant, nearly calm or with light variable 
breezes until tuefday, when in latitude 36°, longitude 219° 34’, the wind 
blew a moderate gale, and feemed fettled in the fouthern quarter; with 
which we made all fail, fteering to the eaftward. N otwithftanding I had, in 
cafe of feparation with the Chatham, appointed our next rendezvous in 
Berkley’s found, yet whilft we were fo fortunate as to keep together, it 
was my fixed determination to fall i with the coaft of New Albion as far 
to the fouthward of that ftation as circumftances would permit. 

Several fmall whales and grampuiffes had lately been obferved about the 
fhip ; and this afternoon we paffed within a few yards of about twenty whales 
of the anvil-headed or fpermaceti kind, that were playing in the water, 
The immenfe number of the medufa with which this region abounds, may 
probably induce the fpermaceti whale to refort hither in queft of food. 
We now advanced very pleafantly to the eaftward, and gradually loft 
fight of the medufa villilia, which had attended us in the greateft abun- 
dance over a fpace of feven degrees of longitude ; and, as Mr. Johnftone 
of the Chatham paid particular attention to thefe extraordinary crea- 
tures, I fhall infert his defcription of them. 

‘© Thefe fmall blubbers are of an oval form, quite flat, and meafuring 
about an inch and an half the longeft way ; their under fide is fomewhat 
concave; the edges, for near a quarter of an inch in width, are of a 
deep blue colour, changing inwardly toa pale green; the fubftance being 
much thinner and more tranfparent there than on the upper fide. Per- 
pendicularly to the plain of their furface ftands a very thin membrane, 
extending nearly the whole length of its longeft diameter in a diagonal di- 
retion; it is about an inch in height, and forms a fegment of a circle. This 
membrane, which feemed to ferve all the purpofes of a fin and a fail, was 
fome times obferved to be ere& ; at others lying flat, which was generally 


the cafe in the morning; but as the day advanced, it became extended. 


Whether this was voluntary, or the effe& of the fun’s influence, was a quef- 
ftion not eafily to be decided. When the membrane was down, thefe little 
animals were colleéted into compact clufters, were apparently deftitute 

of any motion, and their colour at that time feemed of a dark green.” 
The wind gradually veered round to the s.z, and £.s. £. increafing in 
its 
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its force, attended generally with’a very {mooth fea; though fometimes 
with a little fwell from the weftward and s.w. accompanied by cloudy and 
gloomy weather. On funday morning I got one fet of lunar diftances, 
which at noon gave the longitude 232° 564’; by the chronometer 232° 72’; 
and by the dead reckoning 229° 39/: the latitude 37° 55’. 

The wind at £.s.e. by two the next morning, increafed with fuch vio- 
Jence as to make it neceffary that the topfails fhould be clofe reefed; the 
fqualls were very heavy, with an appearance of an approaching ftorm. No 
foundings were to be had with 120 fathoms of line ; and as I could not de- 
pend upon the longitude of the coaft of New Albion under this parallel, we 
ftood on a wind until day-light, when we again refumed our courfe to the 
N. E. with an increafing gale, attended by thick rainy weather; which, by 
two in the afternoon, obliged us to ftrike our top-gallant mafts, and 
ftand to the fouthward under the forefail and ftorm ftayfails. At ten 
that night the wind veered round to the fouth, blew a moderate gale, 
and brought with it fair and pleafant weather. Our upper canvas was 
again fpread; and the neceflary fignals made to the Chatham not being 
anfwered, and not feeing her at day-break on the 17th, we abandoned our 
courfe to the eaftward to go in fearch of her. About five fhe was 
feen from the maft-head to the N.w.; upon which webore down to her, 
and having joined company, we again direéted our route to'the eaftward. 
Thefky being tolerably clear, although the wind had again put us under 
double-reefed topfails, enabled me to obtain fix fets of lunar diftances, 
whofe mean refult at noon gave the longitude 50’ to the eaftward of the 
chronometer, the true longitude being 236° 8’, and the dead reckoning 
231° 90’; the obferved latitude was 39° 20’. 

Soon after mid-day we paffed confiderable quantities of drift wood, 
grafs, fea weed, &c. Many fhags,-ducks, puffins, and other aquatic 
birds were flying about ; and the colour of the water announced our ap- 
proach to foundings. ‘Thefe circumftances indicated land not far off, 
although we were prevented feeing any object more than g or 4 miles dif- 
tant, by the weather, which had become very thick and rainy. Being 
anxious to get fight of the land before night if poffible, we ftood to the 

eaftward with as much fail as we could carry, and at four in the after- 
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noon reached foundings at the depth ef 53 fathoms, foft brown fandy 
bottom. The land was now difcovered bearing by compals E£.N.E. to 
E. by s. at the diftance of about 2 leagues, on which the furf broke with 
great violence. We ftood in for the fhore under our topfails for about 
an hour, and perceived the coaft to extend from north to s.z. The 
neareft {hore was about 2 miles diftant. The rain and fog with which 
the atmofphere was now loaded, precluded our feeing much of this part 
of the coaft of New Albion. The fhore appeared ftrait and unbroken, of a 
moderate height, with mountainous land behind, covered with ftately 
foreft trees; excepting in fome fpots, which had the appearance of hav- 
ing been cleared by manual labour; and exhibited a verdant, agreeable 
afpeét. During the night we plied under an ealy fail, in order to be near 
the land in the morning; when, in confequence of a thick haze, it .re- 
mained obfcured until a light breeze from the eaftward about ten o’clock 
gave usa view of the {hore to the north eaf{tward, for which we imme- 
diately fteered. The northern extremity of the land bore by compafs at 
noon N.N.W., the neareft fhore eaft about 6 leagues, the land I con- 
fidered we were off the preceding night s. 72 E. about 8 leagues ; and 
the fouthernmof Jand in fight s. 60-£. about 10 leagues diftant. The 
obferved latitude was at this time 309° 27’; longitude 235° 41’ 45”; by 
the chronometer 235°. The former was deduced from the mean refult 
of eighty-five fets of lunar diftances, taken by the feveral perfons as un- 
der, and reduced at noon by the chronometer fince the 27th of march, 
according to its Otaheztean rate, (viz.) 


Nine fets taken by Mr. Puget gave - - 235° 36° 0” 
Eighteen fets by Mr. Whidbey - - - 235 49> 
Nineteen by Mr. Orchard - - - 235. 35 
Ten by Mr. John Stewart - - - 235 44 
Seventeen by Mr. Ballard - : - 235 46 
Twelve by mylelf - - - - 235 39 
The mean refult of the above eighty-five fets - 235 41 30 


This made the chronometer 41’ 30” to the weft of that which I fup- 
pofed to be neareft the true longitude; and from the general refult of 
thefe obfervations it evidently appeared, that the chronometer had ma- — 
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terially altered in its rate fince we had reached thefe northern regions. 
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The longitude of the ref{peétive points, headlands, &c. as hereafter fta- to 


ted, will therefore be correéted and affixed, by fubfequent obfervations, 
agreeably to the explanation contained in the following chapter ; whence, 
by allowing a different rate to the chronometer, the true longitude this 
day at noon was afcertained to be 236° 25’. 

The gentle breeze of wind that now prevailed appearing to be fettlegl 
in the fouthern quarter, favored my wilh to purfue a northern courfe; 
for which purpofe, we bore away along the coaft at the diftance. of 3 
or 4 leagues. The weather was delightfully pleafant ; and as we drew 
nearer the land, the fhore feemed to be perfeétly compaét, formed, gene- 
rally fpeaking, by cliffs of a moderate height and nearly perpendicular. 
The inland country, which rifes in a. pleafing diverfity of hills and 
dales, was completely clothed with foreft trees of confiderable magni- 
tude; and thofe {pots which, on our firft view, had the appearance of 
having been cleared of their wood by art, were now feen to extend, ge- 
nerally, along the fea-fide; and their being deftitute.of wood, was evi- 
dently to be afcribed to fome natural caufe. They were beautifully 
green, with a luxuriant herbage, interrupted | by ftreaks of red earth. 
At fun-fet, the fouthernmoft land in fight bore by compals, s. 45 £. 
a fmall white rock, not unlike a veflel le fail, clofe to the fhore, na. 
the neareft fhore E.N.z. 4 leagues; and the northernmoft land in fight, 
which I confidered to be cape Mendocino n.36w. about 10 leagues 
diftant. In this fituation, the variation by the furveying compafs was 
obferved to be, 16° eaftwardly. | 

The night was {pent in making {hort trips. The next morning brought 
with it a return of calm or light baffling winds, a very heavy {well from 
the s.w. and fo thick a haze over the land that the fhores were fcarce- 
ly perceptible. Immenfe numbers of whales were playing about us 
during the morning. Moft of them were of that tribe which, in Green- 
land, are called finners. ‘Towards noon, we had again from the fouth- 
ward, a moderate breeze; but the weather ftill remained a 
gloomy. 

In direéting our courfe along the coaft to the combiwerdh we BEng 
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ed in latitude 40°9’, longitude 235°51'. The mean variation of the 
furveying compafs, by obfervations made before and after noon, was 
1e8 eaftwardly. In this fituation, the northernmoft land in fight bore, 
by compafs, N. 10 W.; ,cape Mendocino, n. 2 w.; the eafternmoft land 
in fight, s.6oz.; and the neareft fhore n.z. about 4 leagues diftant. 
In the afternoon we pafled cape Mendocino. It is formed by two high 
promontories, about ten miles apart; the fouthernmoft, which is the 
higheft, and when feen either from the north or the fouth much refem- 
bles Dunnoze, is fituated in latitude 40°19, longitude 235°53. Off the 
Cape lie fome rocky iflets and funken rocks, near a league from the 
fhore. The fouthernmoft of thefe from the northernmoft promontory, 
lies s.61 w. about a league diftant; and within it are two rocky iflets 
in fhape much refembling hay-cocks. ‘The northernmoft of them lies 
N.3w, diftant 5 or 6 miles, nearly of the fame fhape and fize with the 
other, to which it is apparently conneéted by a ledge of rocks, whofe 
outermoft part lies from the above promontory N. 38 w. about 2 leagues 
diftant, having a {maller iflet, about midway, between them. On fome 
parts of this ledge the fea conftantly breaks with great violence; on 
others, at intervals only. The broken water appeared from the maft- 
head to extend along the coaft, as far north as could be difcerned; which, 
however, was at no great diftance, owing to the weather being ftll 
thick, and hazy. The whole of this Cape, though by no means a very 
projeéting head land, is doubtlefs very remarkable, from being the high- 
eft on the fea-fhore of this part of New Albion. ‘The mountains at its 
back are confiderably elevated, and form altogether a high fteep mals, 
which does not break into perpendicular cliffs, but 1s compofed of va- 
rious hills that rife abruptly, and are divided by many deep chafms. In 
fome of thefe, as well as on fome of the ridges of the hills, grew a few 
dwarf trees. The general furface was covered with vegetables of a dull 
green colour, interfperfed in fome places with perpendicular ftrata of 
red earth or clay. South of the Cape the coaft is nearly f{trait, forming 
only a trifling bend, to the fouthernmoft part we had feen. Its eleva- 
tion is regular, it may be confidered as high land and 1s apparently fteep 
to, as we founded without gaining bottom with 120 fathoms of line 
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at diftances from 2 to 5 leagues from the fhore. This had been uni- 
formly the cafe fince the evening we firft faw the coaft, having no where 
elfe gained any foundings, nor feen any drift wood, fea-weed, or aquatic 
birds, nor noticed any difference in the colour of the water. Thefe cir- 
cumftances induced fome of us to fufpeét, that an opening or river exifted 
to the fouthward of our then ftation. To the northward of cape Men- 
docino, the elevation of the country appeared fuddenly to decreafe beyond 
the rocky iflets, where it feemed to affume a moderate height. As the 
day advanced, the weather becoming unpleafant, and adverfe to our 
purfuit, about five o’clock we hauled off the fhore. The outermoft of 
the funken rocks on a line with the middle iflet, bore by compafs £. by N. 
at the diftance of about a league; the main land, then indiftinélly feen, 
from N.E. by N. to £E.s.£. In this fituation, we had foundings at the 
depth of 49 fathoms ; dark brown fand. As we ftood into the offing, 
we tried, at the diftances of 9, 9, and 4 leagues s.w. from the rocks, 
_but gained no bottom at the depth of 80 and go fathoms. 

The gale had fo much increafed by midnight from the s.£., as to 
render clofe-reefing the topfails neceflary; under which we again ftood 
in for the land, in the hope of the wind abating on the return of day. 
Inftead of which it became more violent, attended with fuch very heavy 
fqualls of rain and thick weather, that we were obliged to {trike the top- 
gallant yards, and ftand to fea under our courfes. In the afternoon, 
the head-railing on the flarboard fide was intirely carried away. This 
obliged us to reef the forefail, and bring the tack to the cat-head; by 
which means, the fail ftood fo indifferently, that the confequences at- 
tendant on this accident might have been very alarming, had we had 
a lee fhore inftead of a weather fhore to contend with. 

The gale, accompanied by torrents of rain, continued until midnight ; 
when it veered to the fouth, moderated, and permitted us to fteer again 
for the land under clofe-reefed topfails. On faturday morning, our 
top-gallant fails were again fet, but the weather was very unpleafant, 
being thick, with heavy rain; which, towards noon, terminated in a 


calm and fog. By our reckoning, the fouth promontory of cape Men- 
docino 


Friday 20, 


Saturday 226 


200 


1792. 
April. 
nd 


Sunday 22, 


Monday 23. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


docino bore s. 60 £., 11 miles diftant. In this fituation, no bottom 
could be reached with 120 fathoms of line. 

The fog, with calms, or light variable winds, continued until about 
ten the next forenoon, when the weather fuddenly altered, and brought 
with it a fine pleafant gale from the fouth. All fail was now made for 
the land; at noon the fouth promontory of cape Mendocino bore by 
compals, s.64£., diftant g leagues ; its north part nN. 88 £., 6 leagues ; 
the northernmoft of the rocky iflets n.71£., 5 or 6 leagues; and the 
northernmoft land in fight, N.z.; the obferved Jatitude 40° 32’; longitude 
235° 28’, and the variation of the compafs 16° eaftwardly. 

‘From cape Mendocino the coaft takes a direétion N. 13 £.; along 
which we ranged at the diftance of about two leagues. After pafling 
the above iflets, the fhores became ftrait and compaét, not affording the 
fmalleft fhelter ; and, although rifing gradually from the water's edge 
to a moderate height only, yet the diftant interior country was compo- 
fed of mountains of great elevation ; before which were prefented a 
great variety of hills and dales, agreeably interf{perfed with wood-land, 
and clear fpots, as if in a ftate of cultivation; but we could difcern 
neither houfes, huts, fmokes, nor other figns of its being inhabited. 
The coaft we had paffed this afternoon, feemed to be generally defended 
by a fandy beach; but the evening brought us to a country of a very 
different defcription, whofe fhores were compofed of rocky precipices, 
with numberlefs fmall rocks and rocky iflets extending about a mile in- 
to the fea: the moft projeéting part, which is fituated in latitude 41°38, . 
longitude 236° 5’, obtained the name of Rocky Pornr. This, at feven 
in the evening, bore by compafs n.18 E. 6 miles diftant; the neareft 
fhore eaft 4 miles; and the northernmoft land in fight n.6 2. We {pent 
the night in preferving our fituation with the Jand, and the next morn- 
ing again purfued our courfe along the coaft, which from Rocky point 
takes a dire€tion N.gw. The wind at fouth was light, the weather 
was cloudy with feme little rain. At eight o'clock, Rocky pomt bore 
by compafs s. 40 £., 5 or 6 miles; the neareft fhore, N.z. by £. 9 miles 
diftant; and a detached rocky iflet N. 18 w.; within which we, after- 
wards, paffed in 95 to 50 fathoms water, black fandy bottom. ‘This 
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rock is a high round lump about half a mile in circuit, apparently {teep 
to, and lies from Rocky point n.11 w. diftant 19 miles, and about 
half a league from the fhore: When abreaft of Rocky point, the co- 
lour of the fea fuddenly changed from the oceanic hue to a very light 
river-coloured water, extending as far a-head as could be difcerned. This 
-gave us reafon to fuppofle fome confiderable river or rivers were in the 
neighbourhood. 

A frefh gale from the fouth permitted our failing along the coaft with- 
in.a league of the fhore, which appeared to be deftitute of any opening, 
and fimilar to that which we had paffed the preceding evening, bounded by 
innumerable {mall rocks and rocky iflets. The face of the country may 
be confidered as mountainous, and did not appear fo pleafing as that lying 
to the fouth of Rocky point. In this refpe€t however we were able to fay 
but little, as the land was nearly obf{cured by the hazinefs of the weather, 
excepting immediately on the fea-fhore ; which being compofed of f{teep 
rocky precipices broken by deep gullies, at a diftance would put on the 
appearance of harbours, or breaks in the land. At noon, we were 
again in oceanic-coloured water; the obferved latitude 41° 96’; longi- 
tude 235°58'; and variation of the compafs 16° eaftwardly. In this 
fituation, the fouthernmoft land in fight bore by compafs s.s.z.; the 
neareft fhore n.£. four miles diftant ; and.the northernmoft extremity in 
fight, (being a clufter of remarkable rocky hummocks at the termination 
of a confiderable tra€t of low level land, that at a diftance feemed to 
be an ifland,) bore n.15 w. At the junétion of the low level land with 
the. high rocky coaft, a fhallow bay is formed; at the bottom of which 
was an appearance of a {mall harbour or opening, which bore n. ee 
Here I entertained hopes of finding fhelter; but the number of breakers 
along the fhore of the low level land, fome of which were detached 
and ‘lie at.a confiderable diftance from the fhore, together with a ledge 
of. rocks and rocky iflets feen from the maft-head, extending as far to 
the weftward as n.w., and a {ky bearing the fame dull and gloomy 
afpeét as that which preceded the former gale, induced’ me to confider 
it moft prudent to decline any attempt; and to embrace the opportu- 
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nity of the favorable gale at s.s.w. to continue my examination of the 
coaft, in the confidence of foon finding a more convenient fhelter. 

We ftood off w.n.w. in order to fail round the outwardmoft of the 
rocks, which we pafled at the diftance of about 3 or 4 miles, about four 
o’clock; and again hauled in for the north fide of the low level land. 
This land forms a very confpicuous point which I named Point Sr. 
GerorGeE, and the very dangerous clufter of rocks extending from thence, 
the Dracon Rocxs. The outwardmoft of thefe lies from point St. 
George, which is fituated in latitude 41° 463, and longitude 235° 57'3, 
N. 52 W., 3 leagues diftant. The rocks above water are four in number, 
with many funken ones, and numerous breakers flretching from the out- 
ermoflt, (fouthward of point St. George,) towards the opening mentioned 
atnoon. ‘This point forms a bay on each fide; that into which we ftood 
from the north fide is perfeétly open to the N.w., yet apparently fhel- 
tered from the w.s.w. and fouthwardly winds by the Dragon rocks ; the 


foundings we found regularly from 35 to 45 fathoms, black fand and muddy 
bottom: when at the former depth, point St. George bore by compafs 


s. 33 £. 10 miles; the northernmoft of the Dragon rocks s.7 w. 4 miles; 
and the north point of the bay, which I called St. Grorce’s Bay, 
nN. 24 w. Gor 7 miles diftant. 

The furf broke with great violence all round the bay ; and although 
we were again in whitifh water, there was not any opening on this fide 
of the point: the fhores of the northernmoft part of the bay, like the 
coaft of the bay on the fouth fide of point St. George, rife very abrupt- 
ly from the fea, forming numberlefs gullies and chafms, which were co- 
vered with a dull brownifh herbage, and produced little or no wood. 
North of the bay the fhores were again bounded with numberlefs fmall 
rocks and rocky iflets, fimilar to thofe already mentioned; but the low 
land of point St. George terminates in a fandy beach, from whence the 
coaft takes a direétion N. 15 W. 

Not finding a fituation here likely to anfwer our purpole, we directed 
our route along the coaft until it was dark, when we hauled off fhore, 
and {pent the night in the offing. The next morning the north point 
of St. George’s bay bore, by compafs, eaft 2 leagues diftant.. With a 
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favorable breeze at s.z. and lefs hazy weather, our furvey was continu- 
ed to the northward along the fhores, which are compofed of high fteep 
precipices and deep chafms, falling very abruptly into the fea. The in- 
land mountains were much elevated, and appeared, by the help of our 
. glafles, to. be tolerably well clothed with a variety of trees, the generality 
of which were of the pine tribe; yet amongft them were obferved fome 
fpreading trees of confiderable magnitude. Although fome of thefe 
mountains appeared quite barren, they were deftitute of fnow; but 
on thofe at the back of cape Mendocino, which were further to the 
fouth, and apparently inferior in point of height, fome {mall patches 
of fnow were noticed. The fhores were ftill bounded by innume- 
rable rocky iflets, and in the courfe of the forenoon we paffed a 
_ clufter of them, with feveral funken rocks in their vicinity, lying a 
league from the land; which, by falling a little back to the eaftward, 
forms a fhallow bay into which we fteered. As the breeze that had 
been fo favorable to our purfuit fince the preceding funday died away, 
and:as a tide or current fet us faftin {hore, we were under the neceffity 
of coming to an anchor in gg fathoms water, black fand and mud. 
The latitude of this ftation was found to be 42°38’, longitude 295° 44’. 


In this fituation, the outermoft rock of the clufter before mentioned bore, . 


by compafs, s.16£. 6 miles diftant; a remarkable, black rock, the 
neareft {hore being N. 64 £. 94 miles ; a remarkably high black cliff refem- 
bling the gable end of a houfe, N.1 £.; the northernmoft extremity of the 
main land, which is formed by low land projecting from the high rocky 
coaft a confiderable way into the fea, and terminating in a wedge-like 
low perpendicular cliff, n.27.w. This I diftinguifhed by the name of 
Care Orrorp, in honor of my much refpected friend the noble 
Earl (George) of that. title: off it lie feveral rocky iflets, the outward- 
moft of which bore Nn. 38 w. 

Soon after we had anchored a canoe was feen paddling towards the 
fhip; and with the greateft confidence, and without any fort of invita- 
tion, came immediately alongfide. During the afternoon two others 
vifited the Difcovery, and fome repaired to the Chatham, from different 
parts of the coaft in fight; by which it appeared, that the inhabitants 
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who are fettled along the fhores of this country, may, probably, have 
their refidence in the {mall nooks that are proteéted from the violence of 
the weftwardly {well by fome of the larger rocky ilets, fo abundantly 
feattered along the coatt. 
- Apleafing and courteous deportment diftinguifhed thefe people. Their 
countenances indicated nothing ferocious ; their features partook rather of 
the general European character ; their colour a light olive; and befides 
being punctuated in the fafhion of the South-Sea iflanders, their {kin had 
many other marks, apparently from injuries in their excurfions throu gh the 
forefts, poflibly, with little or no clothing that could proteét them ; though 
{ome of us were of opinion thefe marks were purely ornamental, as is 
the fafhion with the inhabitants of Van Dieman’s land*. Their ftature 
was under the middle fize; none that we faw exceeding five feet fix 
inches in height. They were tolerably well limbed, though flender in their 
perfons ; bore little or no refemblance to the people of Nootka; nor 
did they feem to have the leaft knowledge of that language. They feemed. 
to prefer the comforts of cleanlinefs to the painting of their bodies; in 
their ears and nofes they had {mall ornaments of bone; their hair, 
which was long and black, was clean and neatly combed, and generally 
tied in a club behind; though fome amongft them had their hair in a 
club in front alfo. They were dreffed in garments that nearly covered 
them, made principally of the {kins of deer, bear, fox, and river otter; 
one or two cub {kins of the fea otter; were alfo obferved amongift them. 
Their canoes, calculated-to carry about eight people, were rudely 
wrought out of a fingle tree; their f{hape much refembled that of a 
butcher’s tray, and feemed very unfit for a fea voyage or any diftant ex- 
pedition. They brought but a few trifling articles to barter, and they 
anxioufly folicited in exchange iron and beads. In this. traffic they 
were fcrupuloufly honeft, particularly in fixing their bargain with the 
firft bidder; for, if a fecond offered a more valuable commodity for 
what they had to fell, they would not confent, but made figns (which 
could not be miftaken,) that the firft fhould pay the price offered by the 
fecond, on which the bargain would be clofed. They did not entertain 
the 
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the leaft idea of accepting prefents ; for on my giving them fome beads, 
medals, iron, &c. they inftantly offered their garments in return, and 
feemed much aftonifhed, and I believe not lefs pleafed, that I chofe to 
decline them. The firft man, im particular, gave me fome trouble to 
perfuade him that he was to retain both the trinkets and his garment. 

We remained in this fituation until near midnight, when a light breeze 
fpringing up from the s.s. £. attended with fome rain and dark gloomy 
weather, we weighed and ftood to and fro until day-light; when we di- 
rected our courfe round the group of rocks lying off cape Orford, com- 
prehending four detached rocky iflets, with feveral dangerous funken 
rocks about them, on which the fea broke with great violence: the out- 
ermoft of thefe lies from the Cape s. 38 w., diftant about 4 miles; we 
pafled clofe to the breakers in foundings of 45 fathoms, black fandy 
bottom. Cape Orford, which is fituated im latitude 42° 52’, longitude 
235° 35, at the extremity of a low projeéting tract of land, forms a 
very confpicuous point, and bears the fame appearance whether ap- 
proached from the north or the fouth. It is covered with wood as low 
down as the furf will permit it to grow. The {pace between the woods 
and the wath of the fea, feemed compofed of black craggy rocks, and 
may from the maft head be feen at the diftance of 7 or 8 leagues; but I 
fhould fuppofe not much further. Some of us were of opinion that this 
was the cape Blanco of Martin D’Aguilar; its latitude, however, differed 
greatly from that in which cape Blanco is placed by that navigator; and 
its dark appearance, which might probably be occafioned by the hazinefs 
of weather, did not feem to intitle it to the appellation of cape Blanco. 
North of this Cape, the coaft takes a direétion about N.193 £.; and 
fouth of it towards point St. George, s.18 E. 

The rocky iflets which we had feen in fuch numbers along the fhore, ceafed 
to exift about a league to the north of cape Orford; and in their ftead, 
an almoft ftrait fandy beach prefented itfelf, with land behind gradually 
rifing to. a moderate height near the coaft; but the interior was con- 
fiderably elevated, and much diverfified both by its eminences and pro- 
duétions, being generally well wooded, though frequently interrupted 
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with intervals of clear fpots, which gave it fome refemblance to a country 
in an advanced ftate of cultivation. 

The weather having become more clear and pleafant at noon, cape 
Orford was vifible aftern nearly in the horizon, bearing by compafs 
Ss. 11 E. 5 leagues diftant ; the neareft {hore about a league diftant eaft; a 
{mall projecting point, forming the north point of a {mall cove off which 
lie five detached rocks, n.29 8., diftance 7 miles ; and the northernmoft 
land in fight, which I confidered to be cape Blanco, N. 2 £.; the obferved 
latitude was 49° 6; longitude 295° 42°; and the variation 16° eaft- 
wardly. . 

Having now a fine gale from the s.s.w. with ferene and pleafant 
weather, we ranged along the coaft at the diftance of about a league, in 
hopes of determining the exiftence or non-exiftence of the extenfive river 
or ftraits, afferted to have been difcovered by Martin D’Aguilar. About 
three in the afternoon we paffed within a league of the Cape above-men- 
tioned ; and at about half that diftance from fome breakers that lie to the 
weftward of it. This Cape, though not fo projecting a point as cape 
Orford, is neverthelefs a confpicuous one, particularly when feen from 
the north, being formed by a round hill on high perpendicular cliffs, 
fome of which are white, a confiderable height from the level of the fea. 
Above thefe cliffs it is tolerably well wooded, and is conneéted to the 
main land, by land confiderably lower. In this refpect it feemed exactly to 
anfwer Captain Cook’s defcription of cape Gregory ; though its fituation 
did not appear to correfpond with that affigned to cape Gregory by Cap- 
tain Cook; our obfervations placing it in latitude 43° 29’; longitude 
235° 50°; whence the coaft tends N. 21 £. About a league north of the 
pitch of the Cape, the rocky cliffs compofing it terminate, and a com- 
paét white fandy beach commences, which extends along the coaft 8 
leagues, without forming any vilible projecting point or head land. 
We failed along this beach at a diftance of from g to 5 miles, and had 
there been any projecting point or inlet in it, neither could have efcaped 
our obfervation. This induced me to confider the above point as the 
cape Gregory of Captain Cook, with a probability of its being alfo the 
cape Blanco of D’Aguilar, if land hereabouts the latter ever faw. The 
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difference in latitude between our computation and that of Captain Cook 
was 7’; our obfervations placing the Cape that diftance farther fouth. This 
might poflibly have been occafioned by the tempeftuous weather with which 
the Refolution and Difcovery contended when off this coaft, preventing the 
pofition of the feveral head lands being then afcertained with that accuracy, 
which the fair winds and pleafant weather have enabled us to affign to them. 
The land feen to the fouth of cape Gregory by Captain Cook, and by him 
confidered as an{wering nearly to the fituation of cape Blanco, muft have 
been fome of the inland mountains which to the fouth of cape Gregory 
rife to a great height; whilft the land near the fea fhore, particularly in 
the neighbourhood of cape Orford, was much too low to have been feen at 
the diftance which Captain Cook was at that time from it; and it is fair 
to prefume, that the exceffive bad weather led Captain Cook and his offi- 
cers to confider the extremely white fand on the fea fhore and on the 
hills to be fnow. With us it put on the fame appearance, excepting 
where it was interrupted by the clumps of trees, and until it was intirely 
loft m the foreft. There could be no doubt of its being miftaken in win- 
ter for {now; but as the general temperature of the thermometer fince 
our arrival on the coaft had been at 59 and 60, the error of fuch conclu- 
fion was fufficiently manifefted. 

The night was {pent as before; and in the morning we failed along 
the coaft, which extended from s.£. by s. ton. £.; the land we hauled 
off from the preceding evening, s. 40 E. 4 or 5 leagues; and the neareft 
fhore eaft, fix or feven miles diftant. A confiderable increafe in the wind 
from the s.w. with appearances of a threatening nature, made me con- 
fider it not prudent to venture nearer than within 2 or 3 leagues of the 
fhore ; which being greatly obf{cured by the hazinefs of the atmofphere, 
prevented out feeing much of the inland country. We loft fight again of 
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the fandy beaches and low fhores, and in leu of them we were prefented | 


with a ftrait and compat coaft, compofed of fteep craggy rocky cliffs, 


nearly perpendicular to the fea, with a retired mountainous country much’ 


broken, and forming a great variety of deep chafms; the whole’ but 
thinly covered with wood. At eight we pafled the only projecting point 


from cape Gregory. It is a high rocky bluff, nearly perpendicular to 
the 
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the fea; againft it the billows, that now ran very high, broke with im- 
menfe violence. This promontory I confidered to be that which Cap- 
tain Cook calls cape Perpetua; our obfervations placing it in. latitude 
44° 12’, longitude 296° 5’. From hence the coaft takes a north direc- _ 
tion, which we ranged along at the diftance of about g leagues from the 
fhore, until towards noon; when having nearly reached the northern 
extent of the coaft hereabout feen by Captain Cook, and the gale ftill 
increafing, we clofe-reefed the topfails and hauled. off fhore, until the 
weather fhould prove more favorable to the examination of an unknown 
coaft. Cape Foulweather at this time bore by compals N, 42 E. 3 or 4 
leagues diftant, and the coaft indiftinélly feen, from N. by £. to s.z. bys. 
The obferved latitude 44° 42’, longitude 235° 53’, and the variation 18° 
eaftwardly. . 

The gale having a little abated, veered to the fouth; and the haze 
clearing away from the land we again purfued our route, and in the 
afternoon pafled cape Foulweather, which is a confpicuous promontory, 
almoft as fingular in its appearance as any we had feen along the coaft. 
A high round bluff point projects abruptly into the fea; a remarkable 
table hill is fituated to the north, and a lower round bluff to the fouth of 
it. Our obfervations placed this Cape in latitude 44° 49’, longitude 
236° 4’. 

From cape Foulweather the coaft takes a direction a little to theeaft- 
ward of north, and is nearly a ftrait and compact fhore, confiderably 
elevated, and in general fteep to the fea. The face of the country. is 
much chequered, in fome places covered with a pleafing verdure, in 
others occupied by barren rocks and fand; but in none very thickly 
wooded. 

Sun-fet brought us in fight of that part of the coaft which had been 
feen by Mr. Mears ; its northern extremity in fight bore by compafs 
n. £ w.; cape Look-out N. 10 E.; the neareft fhore N. 34 £. about a 
league diftant. This, being a remarkably fteep bluff cliff, flattered us for 
fome time with an appearance like the entrance of an harbour; but on 
a nearer approach the deception was found to have been occafioned by 


- the low land to the north of the bluff forming a very fhallow open bay ; 


the 
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the fouthernmoft land in fight bore s.s.x£.; in this fituation we had 50 
fathoms of water, black fandy bottom. 

The night, which was tolerably fair, was fpent as ufual in preferving 
our {tation until day-light, when we purfued our examination along the 
coaft with a favorable breeze, attended with fome pafling fhowers. _ Cape 
Look-out then bore by compafs eaft, about 2 leagues diftant. This 
Cape forms only a fmall projeéting point, yet it is remarkable for the 
four rocks which lie off from it; one of which is perforated, as defcribed 
by Mr. Mears; and excepting a rock paffed the preceding afternoon, thefe 
were the firft we had feen north of cape Gregory. 

From cape Look-out, which is fituated in latitude 45° 32’, longitude 
236° 11’, the coaft takes a direétion about N. 8 w. and is pleafingly di- 
verfified with eminences and fmall hills near the fea fhore, in which are 
fome fhallow fandy bays, with a few detached rocks lying about a. mile 
from the land. The more inland country is confiderably elevated; the 
mountains ftretch towards the fea, and at a diftance appeared to form 
many inlets and projeéting points ; but the fandy beach that continued 
along the coaft renders it a compaét fhore, now and then interrupted by 
perpendicular rocky cliffs, on which the furf violently breaks. This 
mountainous inland country extends about 10 leagues to the north from 
cape Look-out, where it defcends fuddenly to a moderate height ; and 
had it been deftitute of its timber, which feemed of confiderable magnitude 
and to compofe an intire foreft, it might be deemed lowland. Noon 
brought us up with a very confpicuous point of land compofed of a 
clufter of hummocks, moderately high, and projecting into the fea from the 
low land before mentioned. Thefe hummocks are barren, and fteep near 
the fea, but their tops thinly covered with wood. On the fouth fide of this 
promontory was the appearance of an inlet, or {mall river, the land behind 
not indicating it to be of any great extent; nor did it feem acceffible 
for veflels of our burthen, as the breakers extended from the above point 
2 or 3 miles into the ocean, until they joined thofe on the beach nearly. 4 
leagues further fouth. On reference to Mr. Mears’s defcription of the 
coaft fouth of this promontory, I wasat firft induced to believe it to be 
cape Shoalwater, but on afcertaining its latitude, I prefumed it to be 
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that which he calls cape Difappointment; and the opening to the fouth 
of it, Deception bay. This Cape-was found to be in latitude 46° 197, 
longitude 236° 6. 

The fea had now changed from its natural, to river coloured water; 
the probable confequence of fome ftreams falling into the bay, or into 
the ocean to the north of it, through the low land. Not confidering 
this opening worthy of more attention, I continued our purfuit to the 
N.w. being defirous to embrace the advantages of the now prevailing 
breeze and pleafant weather, fo favorable to our examination of the 
coaft, which now took.a direétion N. 12 w.; the latitude at this time was 
46° 14’; longitude 236° 1’; and the variation of the compafs 18° eaft- 
wardly. In this fituation we had foundings at the depth of 33 fathoms, 
black fandy bottom; the northernmoft land feen from the deck bore by 


ccompafs north; the promontory of cape Difappointment, from N. 14 £. 


to N. 32 £.; this, the neareft fhore, was about 2 leagues diftant; and the 
fouthernmoft land in fight bore s.£. by s. 

The country now before us prefented a moft luxuriant land{cape, and 
was probably not a little heightened in beauty by the weather that pre- 
vailed.. The more interior parts were fomewhat elevated, and agree- 
ably diverfified with hills, from which it gradually defcended to the fhore, 
and terminated in a fandy beach. The whole had the appearance of a 
continued foreft extending as far north as the eye could—reach, which 
made me very folicitous to find a port in the vicinity of a country prefent- 
ing fo delightful a profpect of fertility; our attention was therefore earneft- 
ly direfted to this objeét, but the fandy beach bounded by~breakers ex- 
tending 3 or 4 miles into the fea, feemed to be completely inacceffible 
until about four in the afternoon, when the appearance of a tolerably 
good bay prefented itfelf. For this we fteered, in the hope of finding a 
divifion in the reef, through which, fhould admittance be gained, there 
was great reafon to expect a well fheltered anchorage ; but on approach- 
ing within 2 or 3 miles of the breakers, we found them produced by a 
compaét reef, extending from a low projecting point of land along the 
fhores to the fouthward, until they joined the beach to the north of cape 
Difappointment. This projecting point is fomewhat more eleyated than 

the 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


the reft of the coaft, and is fituated in latitude 46° 40’; longitude 236°. 
Not a little difappointed, we refumed our route along the fhores of this 
pleafant country. The projeéting point, at fix, bore by compas N. 10£.; 
the center of the bay, and the neareft part of the reef ina line n. 69 E. ; 
diftant from the former about 7, and from the latter, about 3 miles. 
Immediately within the point, the interior country is more elevated than 
to the north or fouth of it; rifing in gradual afcent to land of a moderate 
height. In refpeét of latitude, this point anfwered nearly to Mr. Mears’s 
cape Shoalwater; but, from his defcription of the adjacent country, it 
fhould rather appear to be his Low Point; and the bay we endeavoured 
to enter to the fouth of it, Shoalwater bay; as in it there appeared two 
openings, the one taking a northerly, and the other an eaftwardly direc- 
tion. Mr. Mears likewife ftates, “that, with their glaffes, they traced 
the line of the coaft to the fouth of cape Shoalwater, which prefented no 
opening that promifed like an harbour ;” thofe to the fouth of both thefe 
points flattered our expectations, until the breakers, extending acrofs 
each of them, gave us reafon to confider them inacceffible, and unwor- 
thy any lofs of time whilft accompanied by fo favorable a breeze. At 
fun-fet we again fhortened fail, and as ufual, hauled our wind to preferve 
our ftation until the morning. Our foundings were from 24 to 49 fa- 
thoms, dark brown fandy bottom. It was calm for a few hours during 
the evening and night, with a heavy fall of rain. 

The next morning at four o’clock, with a light breeze at £.s. £. we 
again fteered in for the land, and found that we had been materially af- 
fefted by a northern current. The land we had been abreaft of the pre- 
ceding evening, now bore by compafs s.z. 6 or 7 leagues diftant; and 
the coaft to the north of it ftill continuing to appear a ftrait.and compact 
fhore, I did not attempt gaining a nearer view, but pafled on to the 
northward, keeping at about a league from the land which now took an 
almoft north direétion, to a point that, after the Right Honorable Lord 
Grenville, I named Pornr GRENVILLE, fituated in latitude 47° 29’, 
longitude 235° 58'4; whence the coaft tends N.n.w. Lying off point 
Grenville are three {mall rocky iflets, one of which, like that at cape 
Look-out, is perforated. 
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From hence, as we proceeded to the north, the coaft began to increafe 
regularly in height, and the inland country, behind the low land bor- 
dering on the fea fhore, acquired a confiderable degree of elevation. ‘The 
fhores we paffed this morning, differed in fome refpeéts from thofe we 
had hitherto feen. They were compofed of low cliffs rifing perpendicu- 
larly from a beach of fand or {mall ftones; had many detached rocks of 
various romantic forms lying at the diftance of about a mile, with regu- 
lar foundings, between 16 and 19 fathoms, foft fandy bottom. Noon 
brought us in fight of land, which was confidered to be that named by 
Mr. Barclay, Deftruétion ifland; bearing by compafs from N.14 w. to 
N.17 w.; the fouthernmoft land in fight, s. 53 £.; the northernmolt 
nN. 36w.; and the neareft fhore nN.65£. at the diftance of about 4 
miles; in this fituation our obferved latitude was 47° jo’, longitude 235° 
4g, and the variation of the compafs 18° eaftwardly. 

In the afternoon the wind we had been fo happily favored with died 
away, and was fucceeded by calms and light variable breezes. hele, 
with a current or tide fetting rapidly in fhore, obliged us to anchor in 
21 fathoms, on a bottom of foft fand and mud: the coaft, which now 
formed a ftrait and compaét fhore, bore by compafs from N. go w. to 
Ss. 4g E.; the neareft part of the main land, eaft, about five miles; Deftruc- 
tion ifland, being the neareft fhore, N.5E. to N.5 w. about a league 
diftant ; and fome breakers extending from its north point N. 8 w. 

This ifland is fituated in latitude 47° 37’; longitude 235° 49’; and is, 
by far, the largeft detached land yet obferved on the coaft. It is about 
a league in circuit, low, and nearly flat on the top, prefenting a very 
barren afpeft, and producing only one or two dwarf trees at each end. 
A canoe or two were feen paddling near the ifland. It was a fact not 
lefs fingular than worthy obfervation, that, on the whole extenfive coaft 
of New Albion, and more particularly in the vicinity of thofe fertile 
and delightful fhores we had lately paffed, we had not, excepting to 
the fouthward of cape Orford and at this place, feen any inhabitants, or 
met with any circumftances, that in the mof diftant manner indicated 
a probability of the country being inhabited. 


The ferenity of the weather, although very pleafant, was rendered 
excellivel y 
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exceffively irkfome by the want of wind; our progref{s was flow, and our 
curiofity was much excited to explore the promifed expanfive medi- 
terranean ocean, which, by various accounts, is faid to have exiftence in 
thefe regions. The feveral large rivers and capacious inlets, that have 
been defcribed as difcharging their contents into the pacific, between the 
4oth and 48th degree of north latitude, were reduced to brooks, infuffi- 
cient for our veffels to navigate, or to bays, inapplicable as harbours, for 


refitting; excepting that one of which Mr. Dalrymple informs us, that 


* it is alledged that the Spaniards have recently found an entrance in the 
“ Jatitude of 47° 45’ north, which in 27 days courfe brought them to 
“ the vicinity of Hudfon’s bay; this latitude exaétly correfponds to the 
“ancient relation of John De Fuca, the Greek pilot, in 1592.”* This 
inlet could be now only ten miles from us; and another that had been 
vifited by Mr. Mears and other traders on the coaft, was not more than 
20 leagues diftant. We had been extremely fortunate in the favorable 
winds that had attended us along this coaft, and their abfence at this 
juncture made us impatient for their return. Our anxiety was, how- 
ever, of no long duration; as by three o’clock on funday morning we 
were indulged witha pleafant breeze, with which at day-light we weighed 
and ftood along the fhore to the n.w. Whilft at anchor we found a 
conftant current, without intermifion, fetting in the line of the coaft 
to the northward, at an uniform rate of near half a league per hour. 
Since we had pafled cape Orford, we had been regularly thus affected, 
and carried further to the north by 10 or 12 miles per day than we ex- 
petted. , 

‘At four o’clock, a fail was difcovered to the weftward ftanding in fhore. 
This was a very great novelty, not having feen any veffel but our con- 
fort, during the aft eight months. She foon hoifted American colours, 
and fired a gun to leeward. At fix we fpoke her. She proved to be 
the {hip Columbia, commanded by Mr. Robert Gray, belonging to Bofton, 
whence fhe had been abfent nimeteen months. Having littlé doubt of 
his being the fame perfon who had formerly commanded the floop Wafh- 
ington, I defired he would bring to, and fent Mr. Puget‘and Mr. Men- 
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zies on board to acquire fuch information as might be ferviceable in our 
future operations. 

The moft remarkable mountain we had feen on the coaft of New 
Albion, now prefented itfelf. Its fummit, covered with eternal fnow, 
was divided into a very elegant double fork, and rofe confpicuoufly from 
a bafe of lofty mountains clothed in the fame manner, which defcended 
gradually to hills of a moderate height, and terminated like that we had 
feen the preceding day, in low cliffs falling perpendicularly on a fandy 
beach; off which were fcattered many rocks and rocky iflets of various 
forms and fizes. This was generally confidered, though it was not con- . 
firmed by its latitude, to be the mount Olympus of Mr. Mears; it be- 
ing the only conf{picuous mountain we had obferved on the part of the 
coaft he had: vifited. Mount Olympus is placed in latitude 47° 10°; 
whereas our latitude now was 47°38": and as this mountain bore N. 55 F. 
it muft confequently be to the north of us; although we were unable 
to determine its precife fituation, by the thick hazy weather which fhort- 
ly fucceeded. | 

On the return of the boat, we found our conjectures had not been 
ill grounded, that this was the fame gentleman who had commanded 
the {loop Wafhington at the time, we are informed, fhe had made a very 
fingular voyage behind Nootka. It was not a little remarkable that, on 
our approach to the entrance of this inland fea, we fhould fall in with 
the identical perfon who, it had been ftated, had failed through it. His 
relation, however, differed very materially from that publifhed in Eng- 
land. It is not poffible to conceive any one to be more aftonifhed than 
was Mr. Gray, on his being made acquainted, that his authority had 
been quoted, and the track pointed out that he had been faid to have 
made in the floop Wafhington. In contradiction to which, he af- 
fured the officers, that he had penetrated only 50 miles into the {traits 
in queftion, In an E.S.E. dire€tion ; that he found the paflage 5 leagues 
wide ; and that he underftood, from the natives, that the opening extend- 


ed a confiderable diftance to the northward; that this was all the infor- 


mation he had acquired refpeéting this inland fea, and that he returned 
into the ocean by the fame way he had entered at. The inlet he fup- 
pofed 
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pofed to be the fame that De Fuca had difcovered, which opinion 
feemed to be univerfally received by all the modern vifitors. He like- 
wile informed them of his having been off the mouth of a river in the 
latitude of 46°10’, where the outfet, or reflux, was fo ftrong as to 
prevent his entering for nine days. This was, probably, the opening 
paffed by us on the forenoon of the 27th; and was, apparently, inac- 
ceffible, not from the current, but from the breakers that extended 
acrofs it. He had alfo entered another inlet to the northward, in la- 
titude 54°£; in which he had failed to the latitude of 56°, without dif- 
covering its termination. The fouth point of entrance into De Fuca’s 
ftreights he ftated to be in 48° 24’, and conceived our diftance from it 
to be about 8 leagues. The laft winter he had {pent in port Cox, or, as 
the natives call it, Clayoquot, from whence he had failed but a few days. 
During the winter he had built a {mall veflel, in which he had difpatch- 
ed a mate and ten men to barter for furs on Queen Charlotte’s iflands, 
and was himfelf now commencing his fummer’s trade along the coaft to 
the fouthward. Whulft he remained at Clayoquot, Wecananifh, the chief 
of that diftrict, had concerted a plan to capture his fhip, by bribing a 
native of Owhyhee, whom Mr. Gray had with him, to wet the priming 
of all the fire-arms on board, which were conftantly kept loaded ; upon 


which the chief would eafily have overpowered the fhip’s crew, by a 
number of daring Indians who were aflembled for that purpofe. This 


project was happily difcovered, and the Americans being on their guard 
the fatal effects of the enterprize were prevented. 

Having obtained this information, our courfe was again direéted along 
the coaft to the northward. It continued to imcreafe in height as we 
advanced, with numberlefs detached rocky iflets, amongft which were 
many funken rocks, extending in fome places a league from the fhore. 
As-we paffed the outermoft of thefe rocks at the diftance of a mile, we 
plainly diftinguifhed the fouth point of entrance into De Fuca’s ftraits, 
bearing by compafs nN.8w.: the oppofite fide of the ftraits, though 
indiftinétly feen in confequence of the haze, plainly indicated an open- 
ing of confiderable extent. The thick rainy weather permitted us to 
fee little of the country, yet we were enabled to afcertain that this.coaft, 

like 
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1792. Jike that which we had hitherto explored from cape Mendocino, was 

firm and compat, without any opening into the mediterranean fea, as 

{tated in latitude 47° 45 ; or the leaft appearance of a fafe or fecure har- 

bour, either in that latitude, or, from it fouthward to cape Mendocino; 

notwithftanding that, in that f{pace, geographers have thought it expedient 

to furnifh many. Thofe, however, who from fuch ideal reports may 

be induced to navigate, in the confidence of meeting fuch reforts for 

{helter or refrefhment, will, it is greatly to be apprehended, be led into 

confiderable error, and experience like myfelf no fmall degree of mor- 
tification. 

We now faw feveral villages {cattered along the fhore, whofe inhabi- 
tants came off for the purpofe, as we fuppofed, of trading; as the Colum- 
bia brought to for a fhort time, and again made all the fail fhe could af- 
ter us; which led us to conjecture, that Mr. Gray had not been per- 
feétly fatisfied with the account given by our officers, and fufpetted that 
our object was of acommercial nature like his own, as he had informed 

-our gentlemen that he was immediately going a confiderable way to the 
fouthward. We were, at this time, within 2 or 3 miles of the fhore ; 
the wind blew a frefh gale, attended with thick rainy weather from the 
r.s.E. But as it was favorable for entering this inlet, we were eager 
to embrace the opportunity it afforded, and fhortened fail that the 
Chatham might take the lead. About noon, we reached its fouth en- 
trance, which I underftand the natives diftinguifh by the name of 

* Cape Flat- Claffet® ; it is a projetting and confpicuous promontory; and bore, by 
a compas, from N. 56. to N.39E.; diftant from its neareft part about two 
miles. Tatooche’s ifland, united to the promontory by a ledge of rocks 

over which the fea violently breaks, bore N.17 E. to N. 308.5 and the 

rock lying off the ifland, as defcribed by Mr. Duncan in his excellent 

{ketch of the entrance into this inlet, N. 14 E. In the latitude, however, 

there appears to be an error of 10 miles; which, from Mr. Duncan’s 

accuracy in other refpetts, I was induced to attribute to the prefs. The 

fouth entrance is by him ftated to be in 48° 37’; whereas, by our run, 

and making every allowance, we could not place it fo far north as Mr, 

Gray. No great violence of tide was experienced; nor did we obferve 

the 
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the Pinnacle rock, as reprefented by Mr. Mears and Mr. Dalrymple, in 
order to identify thefe as De Fuca’s ftraits, or any other rock more:con- 
fpicuous than thoufands along the coaft, varying in form and _ fize; 
fome conical, others with flat fides, flat tops, and almoft every other fhape 
that can be figured by the imagination. 

We followed the Chatham between Tatooche’s ifland and the rock, 
hauling to the eaftward along the fouthern fhore of the fuppofed ftraits 
of De Fuca. This rock, which rifes juft above the furface of the water, 
and over which the furf breaks with great violence, I called Rocx Dun- 
CAN, in commemoration of that gentleman’s difcovery. It is fituated, 
as he reprefents, about N. 20£., nearly half a league from Tatooche’s 
land; forming a paflage, to all appearance, perfectly clear. The ifland 
of Tatooche is of an oblong fhape, lying nearly in a N.w. and s.z. di- 
rection, about half a league in circuit, bearing a verdant and fertile ap- 
pearance, without any trees. On the eaft fide 1s a cove which nearly 
divides the ifland into two parts; the upper part of the cliff in the cen- 
ter of the cove, had the appearance of having been feparated by art for 
the proteétion or conveniency of the village there fituated;. and has a 
communication from cliff to cliff above the houfes of the village by a 
bridge or caufeway, over which the inhabitants were feen pafling and 
repaffing. On the beach were feen feveral canoes, and fome of them 
would moft probably have vifited us, had we thought proper to 
fhorten fail. This promontory, though not greatly elevated, rifes very 
abruptly from the fea in fteep barren cliffs; above thefe it feems well 
wooded ; but the badnefs of the weather that obfcured the adjacent coun- 
try, prevented alfo our afcertaining its fituation. From the north-welt 
part of Tatooche’s ifland, which bears from the north point of the pro- 
montory of Claflet n. 79g w. diftant about two miles, the exterior coaft 
takes a dire€tion nearly fouth about 10 leagues; where, as we pafled, I 
anxioufly looked out for the point which Captain Cook had diftinguifhed 
by the name of Cape Flattery, of which I could not be completely fa- 
tisfied, on account of the difference in latitude. A fhallow bay, however, 
does extend about 3 leagues to the fouthward of Claffet, which falls fome 
diftance back from the general line of the coaft; and the bafe of the in- 
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land mountains which proje& there, and form deep ravines, prefent at 
diftance the appearance of a fafe and fecure port; but, on a nearer 
approach, the whole was found firmly conneéted by a fandy beach. 
This, moft probably, is the bay which the Refolution and Difcovery 
ftood into; and Claflet is the point, with an ifland lying off it, which Cap- 
tain Cook called cape F lattery. The difference in latitude, Gf Mr. Gray 
is correét, who has paffed it feveral times, and always made it nearly 
the fame,) may have been occafioned by a current fimilar to that which .- 
we had lately experienced along the coaft; affecting the Refolution in 
the fame manner, between noon, when their latitude was obferved, and 
late in the evening, when Captain Cook hauled off the coatft. 

As we proceeded along the fhore, we pafled the village of Claffet, 
which is fituated about two miles within the Cape, andhas the appearance 
of being extenfive and populous. As the frefh fouthwardly wind became 
much moderated by the intervention of the high land we were now under, 
fome of the inhabitants found no difficulty in vifiting us ; this they did 
ina very civil, orderly, and friendly manner, requelting permiffion be- 
fore they attempted to enter the fhip; and on receiving fome prefents, 
with affurances of our friendfhip, they very politely and earneftly folici- 
ted us to ftop at their village. The fituation of the anchorage however 
being much expofed, and wifhing for fome {nug port where, with eafeand 
convenience, the various neceffary fervices we now required might be 
performed, I declined their very cordial invitation, and directed our 
courfe up the inlet, entertaining no doubt that we fhould foon be ena- 
bled to accommodate ourfelves with a more advantageous {tation. 

The few natives who came off refembled, in molt refpetts, the peo- 
ple of Nootka. Their perfons, garments, and behaviour, are very fimi- 
lar; fome difference was obferved in their ornaments, particularly in 
thofe worn at the nofe; for inftead of the crefcent, generally adopted by 
the inhabitants of Nootka, thefe wore ftrait pieces of bone. Their ca- 
noes, arms, and implements, were exaétly the fame. They {poke the 
fame language, but did not approach us with the formality obferved by 
thofe people on vifiting the Refolution and Difcovery ; which may pro- 
bably be owing to their having become more familiar with ftrangers, 


The 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


The wind veering to the s.£. obliged us to turn up along fhore on the 
fouthern fide of the ftraits, which, from cape Claffet, takes a direétion 
s.70E. About two miles within the village we pafled a fmall open bay, 
with a little ifland lying off its eaftern fide, apparently too infignificant to 
anfwer our purpofe of refitting. The weather becoming more unpleafant 
as the day advanced ; at feven in the evening we came to anchor in 23 
fathoms water, ona bottom of black fand and mud, about a mile from 
the fhore. 

I now became acquainted that after we had paffed within Tatooche’s 
ifland a rock was noticed, and fuppofed tobe that reprefented as De Fuca’s 
pinnacle rock ; this however was vifible only for a few minutes, from its 
being clofe to the fhore of the main land, inftead of lying in the entrance 
of the ftraits; nor did it correfpond with that which has been fo de- 
{cribed. 

It was fomewhat remarkable, that although we rode all night by the 
wind, the Chatham, though anchored not a quarter of a mile in fhore of 
us, rode to a regular fix hours tide, running near half a league per hour ; 


. and, by the appearance of the fhores, the ebb and flow feemed to have 


been very confiderable. 
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Proceed up the Straits—Anchor under New Dungene/s—Remarks on the 
coaft of New Albion—Arrive in port Difcovery—Tranfattions there— 
Boat excurfion—Quit port Difcovery—Aftronomical and nautical obfer- 
vations. 


THe evening of the goth brought us to an anchor in very thick rainy 
weather, about 8 miles within the entrance on the fouthern fhore of the 
fuppofed ftraits of De Fuca. The following morning, a gentle breeze 
{fprang up from the n.w. attended with clear and pleafant weather, which 
prefented to our view this renowned inlet. Its fouthern fhores were feen 
to extend, by compafs, from N. 83 w. to E. ; the former being the fmall 
ifland we had pafled the preceding afternoon, which lying about half a 
mile from the main land, was about 4 miles diftant from us: its northern 
fhore extends from n. 68 w. to N. 73 E£.; the neareft point of it, diftant 
about 3 leagues, bore N.15 w. We weighed anchor with a favorable 
wind, and fteered to the eaft along the fouthern fhore, at the diftance 
of about two miles, having an uninterrupted horizon between eaft and 
N.738. The fhores on each fide the ftraits are of a moderate height ; 
and the delightful ferenity of the weather permitted our feeing this inlet 
to great advantage. The fhores on the fouth fide are compofed of low 
fandy cliffs, falling perpendicularly on beaches of fand or ftones. From 
the top of thefe cliffy eminences, the land appeared to take a further 
gentle moderate afcent, and was intirely covered with trees chiefly of the 
pine tribe, until the foreft reached a range of high craggy mountains, 
which feemed to rife from the wood-land country in a very abrupt 

manner, 
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manner, with a few {cattered trees on their fteril fides, and their fum- 
mits covered with fnow. The northern fhore did not appear quite fo 
high: it rofe more gradually from the fea-fide to the tops of the mountains, 
which had the appearance of a compact range, infinitely more uniform, 

and much lefs covered with fnow, than thofe on the fouthern fide. 
Our latitude, at noon, was 48°19; longitude 236° ig; and the va- 
riation of the compafs 18° eaftwardly. In this fituation, the northern 
fhore extended by compafs from n. 82 w. to N. 51 E.; between the lat- 
ter, and the eaftern extremity of the fouthern fhore, bearing n. 88 £., we 
ftad ftill an unbounded horizon; whilft the ifland before mentioned, 
continuing to form the weft extremity of the fouthern fhore, bore s. 84 w. 
By thefe obfervations, which I have great reafon to believe were cor- 
re€ily taken, the north promontory of Claffet is fituated in latitude 48° 
23; longitude 235°38'. The fmoothnefs of the fea, and clearnefs of 
the fky, enabled us to take feveral fets of lunar diftances, which gave 
the longitude to the eaftward of the chronometer, and ferved to confirm 
our former obfervations, that it was gaining very materially on the rate 
as fettled at Otaheite. As the day advanced, the wind, which as well 
as the weather was delightfully pleafant, accelerated our progrefs along 
the fhore. This feemed to indicate a fpeedy termination to the inlet ; as 
high land now began to appear juft rifing from that horizon, which, a 
few hours before, we had confidered to be unlimited. Every new ap- 
pearance, as we proceeded, furnifhed new conjectures ; the whole was 
not vifibly conneéted ; it might form a clufter of iflands feparated by 
large arms of the fea, or be united by land not fufficiently high to be 
yet difcernible. -About five in the afternoon, a long, low, fandy point 
of land was obferved projecting from the cliffy fhores into the fea, be- 
hind which was feen the appearance of a well-fheltered bay, and, a 
little to the s.z. of it, an opening in the land, promifing a fafe and ex- 
tenfive port. About this time a very high confpicuous craggy moun- 
tain, bearing by compafs nN. 50 £. prefented itfelf, towering above the 
clouds : as low down as they allowed it to be vifible it was covered with 
fnow; and fouth of it, was a long ridge of very rugged {nowy moun- 
tains, 
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tains, much lefs elevated, which feemed to ftretch to a confiderable 
diftance. 

As my intention was to anchor for the night under the low point, the 
neceflary fignals were made to the Chatham; and at feven we hauled 
round it, at the diftance of about a mile. This was, however, too near, 
as we foon found ourfelves in 3 fathoms water ; but, on fteering about 
half a mile to the north, the depth increafed to 10 fathoms, and we 
rounded the fhallow fpit, which, though not very confpicuous, is fhewn 
by the tide caufing a confiderable rippling over it. Having turned up 
a little way into the bay, we anchored on a bottom of foft fand and 
mud in 14 fathoms water. The low fandy point of land, which from its 
great refemblance to Dungenefs in the Britifh channel I called New Dun- 
GENESS, bore by compafs N. 41 w. about 3 miles diftant, from whence 
the low projeéting land extends until it reaches a bluff cliff of a mode- 
rate height, bearing from us s. Gow. about a league diftant. From this 
fiation the fhores bore the fame appearance as thofe we had paffed in 
the morning, compofing one intire foreft. The fnowy mountains of the 
inland country were, however, neither fo high nor fo rugged, and were 
further removed from the fea fhore. The neareft parts bore by com- 
pafs from us, fouth about half a league off; the apparent port s. 50 E. 
about 2 leagues ; and the fouth point of an inlet, feemingly very capa- 
cious, s.85£.; with land appearing like an ifland, moderately elevated, 
lying before its entrance, from s. 85 £. to N. 87 E.; and the s.£. extremity © 
of that which now appeared to be the fouthern fhore, N.71 £. From 
this dire€tion round by the north and n.w. the high diftant land formed, 
as already obferved, like detached iflands, amongft which the lofty moun- 
tain, difcovered in the afternoon by the third lieutenant, and in compli- 
ment to him called by me Mounr Baker, rofe a very confpicuous 
objet, bearing by compafs N. 43 E., apparently at a very remote dif- 
tance. A {mall Indian village was near us on the fouth fide of the bay, 
but we had not yet been vifited by any of the inhabitants. We had 
now advanced further up this inlet than Mr. Gray, or (to our know- 
ledge) any other perfon from the civilized world; although it fhould 
hereafter be proved to be the fame which is faid to have been entered by 
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De Fuca, in fupport of which, oral teftimony is the only authority pro- 
duced ; a tradition rendered {till more doubtful by its entrance differing 
at leaft 4o’ in latitude. _ 

Confidering ourfelves now on the point of commencing an examination 
of an intirely newregion, I cannot take leave of the coaft already known, 
without obtruding a fhort remark on that part of the continent, compre- 
hending a {pace of nearly 215 leagues, on which our inquiries had been 
lately employed under the moft fortunate and favorable circumftances of 
wind and weather. So minutely had this extenfive coaft been infpected, 
that the furf had been conftantly feen to break on its fhores from the 
maft-head ; and it was but in a few {mall intervals only, where our dif- 
tance precluded its being vifible from the deck. Whenever the wea- 
ther prevented our making free with the fhore, or on our hauling off 
for the night, the return of fine weather and of day-light uniformly 
brought us, if not to the identical {pot we had departed from, at leaft 
within a few miles of it, and never beyond the northern limits of the 
coaft which we had previoufly feen. An examination fo direéted, and 
circumf{tances happily concurring to permit its being fo executed, af- 
forded the moft complete opportunity of determining its various turn- 
ings and windings ; as alfo the pofition of all its confpicuous points, af- 
certained by meridional altitudes for the latitude, and obfervations for the 
chronometer, which we had the good fortune to make conftantly once, 
and in general twice every day, the preceding one only excepted. 

It muft be confidered as a very fingular circumftance that, in fo great 
an extent of fea coaft, we fhould not until now have feen the appearance 
of any opening in its fhores, which prefented any certam profpect of 
affording fhelter ; the whole coaft forming one compact, folid, and nearly 
{trait barrier again{t the fea. 

The river Mr. Gray mentioned, fhould, from the latitude’ he af- 
figned to it, have exiftence in the bay, fouth of cape Difappointment. 
This we paffed on the forenoon of the 27th; and, as I then ob- 
ferved, if any inlet or river fhould be found, it muft be a very intri- 
cate one, and inacceffible to veffels of our burthen, owing to the reefs 
and broken water which then appeared in its neighbourhood. Mr, 


Gray ftated, that he had been feveral days attempting to enter it, 
which 
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which at length he was unable to effeét in confequence of a very {trong 
outfet. This isa phenomenon difficult to account for, as, in moft cafes 
where there are outfets of fuch ftrength ona fea coaft, there are corre{pond- 
ing tides fetting in. Be that however as it may, I was thoroughly convin- 
ced, as were alfo moft perfons of obfervation on board, that we could not 
poffibly have pafled any fafe navigable opening, harbour, or place of fe- 
curity for fhipping on this coaft, from cape Mendocino to the promontory 
of Claffet; nor had we any reafon to alter our opinions, notwithftanding 
that theoretical geographers have thought proper to aflert, in that {pace, 
the exiftence of arms of the ocean, communicating with a mediterranean 
fea, and extenfive rivers, with fafe and convenient ports. Thefe ideas, not 
derived from any fource of fubftantial information, have, it is much to be 
feared, been adopted for the fole purpofe of giving unlimited credit to 
the traditionary exploits of ancient foreigners, and to undervalue the 
laborious and enterprizing exertions of our own countrymen, in the 
noble fcience of difcovery. 

Since the vifion of the fouthern continent, (from which the Incas of Peru 
are faid to have originated, ) has vanifhed; the pretended difcoveries of De 
Fuca and De Fonte have been revived, in order to prove the exiftence of a 
north-weft paffage. Thefe have been fupported by the recent concurring 
opinions of modern traders, one of whom is faid to conceive, that an 


opening ftill further to the north is that which De Fuca entered. Under 


this affertion, fhould any opening further to the northward be difcovered 
leading to a N.w. paffage, the merit of fuch difcovery will neceffarily 
be afcribed to De Fuca, De Fonte, or fome other favorite voyager of 
thefe clofet philofophers. 

The preceding evening brought us to an anchor under New Dunge- 
nefs. Our May-day was ufhered in by a morning of the moft delight- 
fully pleafant weather, affording us, from the broken appearance of the 
coaft before us, the profpeét of foon reaching a fafe and commodious 
harbour. Indeed, our prefent fituation was far from ineligible, as it 
promifed to admit us as near the fhore as we might think proper to take 
our ftation. Mr. Whidbey was therefore difpatched in the cutter, to 
found, and fearch for frefh water. 


The 
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The appearance of the huts we now faw, indicated the refidence of 
the natives in them to be of a temporary nature only ; as we could per- 
ceive with our glaffes, that they differed very materially from the habi- 
tations of any of the American Indians we had before feen, being com- 
poled of nothing more than a few mats thrown over crofs flicks ; where- 
as thofe we had paffed the preceding day, in two or three {mall vil- 
lages to the eaftward of Claflet, were built exaétly after the fafhion of 
the houfes erected at Nootka*. The inhabitants feemed to view us 
with the utmoft indifference and unconcern; they continued to fifh be- 
fore their huts as regardlefs of our being prefent, as if fuch veffels had 
been familiar to them, and unworthy of their attention. On the low 
land of New Dungenefs were ereéted perpendicularly, and feemingly 
with much regularity, a number of very tall ftrait poles, like flag-ftaves 
or beacons, fupported from the ground by f{purs. Their firft appearance 
induced an opinion of their being intended as the uprights for ftages on 
which they might dry their fifh; but this, on a nearer view, feemed impro- 
bable, as their height and diftance from each other would have required 
{pars of a greater fize to reach from one to the other, than the fub- 
{lance of the poles was capable of fuftaining. They were, undoubtedly, 
intended to an{wer fome particular purpofe; but whether of a religious, 
civil, or military nature, mutft be left to fome future inveftigation. 

Mr. Whidbey found from 10 to g fathoms water clofe to the fhore. 
He landed at the upper part of the bay, but could not find any water ; 
nor did he fee the appearance .of any along the fhore near the habita- 
tions of the Indians, who remained, as before defcribed, or fifhing on 
the water, without paying any more attention to the cutter, than if fhe 
had been one of their own canoes. 

On receiving this report, the Chatham’s cutter, with the Difcovery’s 
yawl and cutter, were ordered to be armed and fupplied with a day’s 
provifion ; with which we fat off to examine the two apparent openings 
neareft to us. We found the furface of the fea almoft covered with 
aquatic birds of various kinds, but all fo extremely fhy that our fportf- 
men were unable to reach them with their guns, although they made 
snany attempts. ‘The firft opening to the s.x. appeared to be formed 
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by two high bluffs; the elevated land within them feemingly at a confide- 
rable diftance. It proved, however, to be a clofe and compact fhore, the 
apparent vacant {pace being occupied by a very low fandy beach, off 
which extended a flat of very fhallow foundings. From hence we made 
the beft of our way for land, appearing like an ifland, off the other fup- 
pofed opening; from whofe fummit, which feemed eafy of accefs, there was 
little doubt of our afcertaining whether the coaft afforded any port 
within reach of the day’s excurfion. On landing on the weit end of the 
fuppofed ifland, and afcending its eminence which was nearly a perpen- 
dicular cliff, our attention was immediately called to a land{cape, almoft 
as enchantingly beautiful as the moft elegantly finifhed pleafure grounds 


in Europe. From the height we were now upon, our conjectures of this 
land being an ifland fituated before the entrance of an opening in the 


main land were confirmed. The fummit of this rfland prefented nearly a 
horizontal furface, interfperfed with fome inequalities of ground, which 
produced a beautiful variety on an extenfive lawn covered with luxu- 
riant grafs, and diverfified with an abundance of flowers. To the north- 
weftward was a coppice of pine trees and fhrubs of various forts, that 
feemed as if it had been planted for the fole purpofe of protecting from 
the N.w. winds this delightful meadow, over which were promifcuoufly 
fcattered a few clumps of trees, that would have puzzled the moft inge- 
nious defigner of pleafure grounds to have arranged more agreeably. 


-Whilft we {topped to contemplate thefe feveral beauties of nature, in a 


-profpeét no lefs pleafing than unexpected, we gathered fome goofeber- 


ries and rofes in a ftate of confiderable forwardnefs. Cafting our eyes 
along the fhore we had the fatisfa€tion of feeing it much broken, and 
forming to all appearance many navigable inlets. The inlet now before 
us did not feem fo extenfive, as we had reafon to believe it to be from | 
the fhips; yet there was little doubt of its proving fufficiently fecure 
and convenient for all our purpofes.. We therefore proceeded to its 
examination, and found its entrance to be about a league wide, hav- 
ing regular good foundings from 10 fathoms clofe to the fhores, to 
30, 35. and g8 fathoms in the middle, without any apparent danger 
from rocks or fhoals.. Frefh water, however, feemed hitherto a 
{carce commodity, and yet, from the general face of the country, a 
deficiency 


ROWND THE WiORWCD: 


deficiency in this refpeét was not tobe apprehended. The fhores of the 
harbour were of a moderate height; its weftern fide, bounded at no very 
great diftance by a ridge of high craggy mountains covered with fnow, 
were, as I conceived, connected with the mountain we took fer mount 
Olympus. In queft of the only great objeét neceflary for conftituting 
this one of the fineft harbours in the world, we profecuted our re- 
fearches ; until almoft defpairing of fuccefs, I fuddenly fell in with an 
excellent {tream of very fine water. The defign of our excurfion was thus 
happily accomplifhed ; and, after taking fome little refrefhment, we re- 
turned towards the fhips, and arrived on board about midnight, per- 
fe€tly fatisfied with the fuccefs of our expedition, and amply rewarded 
for our labour. . 

During my abfence, fome of the natives had been trading with the 
velfels in a very civil and friendly manner. ‘They did not appear to un- 
derftand the Nootka language; as thofe of our people who had fome 
knowledge of it were by no means able to make themfelves underftood. 

A light pleafant breeze fpringing up, we weighed on wednefday morn- 
ing, and fteered for the port we had difcovered the preceding day, 
whofe entrance about 4 leagues diftant bore s.r. by ze. The delightful 
ferenity of the weather greatly aided the beautiful fcenery that was now 
prefented ; the furface of the fea was perfeétly fmooth, and the country 
before us exhibited every thing that bounteous nature could be expected 
to draw into one point of view. As we had no reafon.to imagine that 
this country had ever been indebted for any of its decorations to the 
hand of man, I could not poffibly believe that any uncultivated coun- 
try had ever been difcovered exhibiting fo rich a picture. The land 
which interrupted the horizon between the n.w. and the northern 
quarters, feemed, as already mentioned, to be much broken; from 
whence its eaftern extent roundto the s.z. was bounded by a ridge of 
fnowy mountains, appearing to lie nearly in a north and fouth direction, 
on which mount Baker rofe confpicuoufly ; remarkable for its height, 
and the {nowy mountains that ftretch from its bafe to the north and 
fouth. Between us and this {nowy range, the land, which on the fea fhore 
terminated like that we had lately paffed, in low perpendicular cliffs, or on 
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beaches of fand or ftone, rofe here in a very gentle afcent, and was 
well covered with a variety of ftately foreft trees. Thefe, however, did 
not conceal the whole face of the country in one uninterrupted wilder- 
nefs, but pleafingly clothed its eminences, and chequered the vallies; 
prefenting, in many directions, extenfive {paces that wore the appear- 
ance of having been cleared by art, like the beautiful ifland we had vi- 
fited the day before. As we pafled along the fhore near one of thefe 
charming fpots, the tracks of deer, or of fome fuch animal, were very nu- 
merous, and flattered us with the hope of not wanting refrefhments of 
that nature, whilft we remained in this quarter. 

A picture fo pleafing could not fail to call to our remembrance 
certain delightful and beloved fituations in old England. Thus we pro- 
ceeded, without meeting any obftruétion to our progrefs; which, though 
not rapid, brought us before noon abreaft of the flream, that difcharges 
its water from the weftern fhore near 5 miles within the entrance of 
the harbour; which I diftinguifhed by the name of Port Discovery, 
after the fhip. There we moored, in 34 fathoms, muddy bottom, about 
a quarter of a mile from the fhore. 

The entrance of this harbour is formed by low projecting points, ex- 
tending, on each fide, from the high woodland cliffs which in general 
bound the coaft; bearing by compafs n. 48 w. to N. 54 W., ina line with 
two correfponding points from the ifland already defcribed, lying off 
this harbour. Had this infular produétion of nature been defigned 
by the moft able engineer, it could not have been placed more hap- 
pily for the protection of the port, not only from the n.w. winds 
to the violence of which it would otherwife be greatly expofed, but 
againft all attempts of an enemy, when properly fortified; and hence I 
called it PROTECTION ISLAND. 

The ftream of water, near which we had taken a very convenient 
flation, appeared to have its fource at fome diftance from its outfal, 
through one of thofe low fpits of fand already mentioned, which confti- 
tute moft of the projeéting points we had feen ever fince our having 
entered this inlet. Thefe ufually acquire a form fomewhat circular, 
though irregular; and, in general, are nearly fteep to, extending from 
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the cliffy woodland country, from one to fix hundred yards towards the 
water’s edge, and are compofed of a loofe fandy foil. The furface of 
fome was almoft intirely occupied by a lagoon of falt water, or brack- 
ifh fwamp; others were perfectly dry; no one of them produced any 
trees ; but were moftly covered with a coarfe {piry grafs, interfperfed 
with ftrawberries, two or three fpecies of clover, famphire, and a great 
variety of other {mall plants; fome of which bore very beautiful flowers. 
On a few of the points were fome fhrubs that feemed to thrive excef- 
fively ; fuch as rofes, a fpecies of {weet briar, goofeberries, rafpberries, 
currants, and feveral other fmaller bufhes, which, in their refpective 


feafons, produce moft probably the feveral fruits common to this and | 


the oppofite fide of America. Thefe all appeared to grow very luxuri- 
antly ; and, from the quantity of bloffoms with which they were loaded, 
there was great reafon to believe them very produétive. 

We had little trouble m clearing a fufficient fpace for our encamp- 
ment, which was very commodioufly fituated clofe to the north fide of 
the ftream or brook. The tents, obfervatory, chronometers and inftru- 
ments, guarded by a party of marines, were fent on fhore after dinner ; 
and, whilft they were properly arranging, I made a fhort excurfion up 
the harbour. It extended nearly in a fouth direétion, about four miles 
from the fhip, and then terminated in a muddy flat acrofs its head, 
- about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. The water, which was 7 fa- 
thoms deep clofe to the flat, gradually deepened to 10, 20, and 30 fa- 
thoms, good holding ground. On this bank were found fome {mall in- 
different oyfters. The fhores beyond it are low and thickly wooded, 
and through them there appeared to run a very confiderable ftream of 
water, with feveral fmaller ones, emptying themfelves into the harbour. 
The back country had the appearance of a fwampy fen for a confidera- 
ble diftance. We landed not far from the largeft rivulet, where we 
found a deferted village capable of containing an hundred inhabitants. 
The houfes were built after the Nootka fafhion, but did not feem to 
have been lately the refidence of the Indians. 

The habitations had now fallen into decay ; their infide, as well as a 
fmall furrounding {pace that appeared to have been formerly occupied, 
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were over-run with weeds; amongft which were found feveral human 
fculls, and other bones, promifcuoufly fcattered aboat. 

On thurfday morning we fat ferioufly to work on board, and on fhore 
where the fail-makers were repairing and altering the fails; coopers in- 
fpeéting the cafks; gunners airing the powder ; and parties cutting wood, 
brewing fpruce beer, and filling water: whilft thofe on board were as 
bufily employed, in neceflary repairs about the rigging ; getting the pro- 
vifions to hand; clearing the main and after holds for the reception of 
fhingle ballaft, of which we had for fome time ftood in much need ; 
fome of our carpenters were {topping leaks about the bows, and the reft 
affifted in caulking the Chatham’s fides. The ferenity of the climate 
and feafon was extremely favorable to the execution of their feveral du- 
ties, as alfo to our aftronomical inquiries. The part of the coaft that we 
had now reached being nearly deftitute of inhabitants, few circumftances 
occurred to divert our attention, or interfere with the purfuits in which 
we were all engaged. 

So little ass or .reft had been afforded in the feveral ports we had 
hitherto vifited fince we left the cape of Good Hope, that it was not 
until this morning that our people could be indulged with a holiday, for 
the purpofe of taking fome recreation and exercile on shore. : 

A few of the natives in two or three canoes favored us with their com- 
pany, and brought with them fome fifh and venifon for fale. The latter was 
extremely good, and very acceptable, as we had not obtained any ; though 
on our firft arrival we had entertained hopes of procuring a fupply, 
from the numerous tracks of deer which appeared frefh, and in all di- 
rections. 

Thefe people, in their perfons, canoes, arms, implements, &c. feemed 
to refemble chiefly the inhabitants of Nootka; though lefs bedaubed with 
paint, and lefs filthy in their external appearance. They wore ornaments 
in their ears, but none were obferved in their nofes; fome of them un- 
derftood a few words of the Nootka language ; they were clothed in the 
{kins of deer, bear, and fome other animals, but principally in a wool- 
len garment of their own manufacture, extremely well wrought. They 
did not appear to poffefs any furs. Their bows and implements they 
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freely bartered for knives, trinkets, copper, &c.; and, what was very 
extraordinary, they offered for fale two children, each about fix or feven 
years of age, and, being fhewn fome copper, were very anxious that the 
bargain fhould be clofed. This, however, I peremptorily prohibited, 

expreffing, as well as I was able, our great abhorrence of fuch traffic. 
As our feveral employments, on board and on fhore, would ftill re- 
quire fome time before they could be- fully completed; and as I was 
defirous of obtaining fome further knowledge of this inlet, in order that, 
when the veffels fhould be ready, we might extend our refearches without 
fear of interruption ; I direéted the Difcovery’s yawl and launch, with 
the Chatham’s cutter, properly armed, and fupplied with ftores for five 
days, to be in readinefs early the next morning. I committed to Mr. 
Broughton the charge of the fhips, and to Mr. Whidbey that of the ob- 
fervatory and encampment, with directions to make a furvey of the 
port, and fuch further neceffary obfervations as circumf{tances would 
admit during my abfence. ; 
Mr. Menzies, with two of the young gentlemen, accompanied me in the 
yawl, Mr. Puget commanded the launch, and Mr. Johnftone the Chat- 
ham’s cutter. With this. arrangement, about. five o’clock on monday 
morning we took our departure for the purpofe of becoming more inti- 
mately acquainted with the region in which we had fo very unexpetted- 
ly arrived. The day did not promife to be very aufpicious to the com- 
mencement of our examination. That uninterrupted ferenity of weather 
that we had experienced the laft feven days, feemed now to be materi- 
ally changed; the wind which, in the day-time, had conftantly blown 
from the n.w. with light fouthwardly airs, or calms, from fun-fet until 
eight or ten o'clock in the forenoon, had now blown, fince the preced- 
Ing evening, a moderate gale from the s.z.; and, before we had pro- 
ceeded a mile from the fhip, brought with it a very thick fog, through 
which we fteered keeping the ftarboard, or continental fhore, on board, 

trufting that towards noon the fog would difperfe itfelf and clear away. 
On our arrival in port Difcovery, we paffed to the s.w. of Protec- 
tion ifland; another channel, equally as fafe and convenient, we now 
found to the s.z. of it. Having rowed againft a {trong tide along the 
{hore 
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fhore about 2 or 3 leagues to the N.£. from the entrance of port Difco- 
very, we rounded a low projecting point, and though the fog prevented 
our feeing about us, yet there was no doubt of our having .entered fome 
other harbour or arm in the inlet that took a fouthwardly direétion. “ Here 
I propofed to wait until the weather fhould be more favorable, and in 
the mean time to haul the feine; which was done, along the beach to 
the fouthward, with little fuccefs. 

Profecuting our labours as fifhermen along the beach, we were led 
near a point fimilar to that we had paffed, and diftant from it about two 
miles ; here the fog intirely difperfing afforded an opportunity of afcer- 
taining its latitude to be 48° 7’ 30", its longitude 237° 31'5. A very {pa- 
cious inlet now prefented itfelf, whofe N.£. point, in a line with its s.w., 
being the pomt from which we had laft departed, bore by compafs N. 
25 w. and feemed about a league afunder : mount Baker bore N. 26 £.; 
a fteep bluff point oppofite to us, appearing to form the weft point of 
another arm of this inlet, s.87 £. about 4 miles diftant; the neareft 
eaftern fhore s. 50 E. about 2 miles ; and a very remarkable high round 
mountain, covered with fnow, apparently at the fouthern extremity of 
the diftant range of fnowy mountains before noticed, bore s. 45 E.: 
the fhores of this inlet, like thofe in port Difcovery, fhoot out into feve- 
ral low, fandy, projeéting points, the fouthernmoft of which bore s. 9 £. 
diftant about 2 leagues, where this branch of the inlet feemed to termi- 
nate, or take fome other dire€tion. Here we dined, and having taken 
the neceffary angles, I dire€ted Mr. Puget to found the mid-channel, 
and Mr. Johnftone to examine the larboard or eaftern fhore, whilft I 
continued my refearches on the continental fhore, appointing the fouth- 
ernmoft low poimt for our next rendezvous. As we advanced, the 
country feemed gradually to improve in beauty. The cleared {pots 
were more numerous and of larger extent ; and the remote lofty moun- 
tains covered with fnow, reflected greater luftre on the fertile produc- 
tions of the lefs elevated country. On arriving near our place of ren- 
dezvous an opening was feen, which gave to the whole of the eaftern fhore 
under the examination of Mr. Johnftone, the appearance of bemg an 
ifland. For this we fteered, but found it clofed by a low fandy neck of 
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Jand, about two hundred yards in width, whofe oppofite fhore was wafhed 
by an extenfive falt lake, or more probably by an arm of the fea {tretching 
to the s. x. and dire¢ting its main branch: towards the high round fnowy 
mountain we had difcovered at noon: but where its entrance was fitu- 
ated we could not determine, though conjeéture led to fuppofe it would 
be found round the bluff point of land we had obferved from our 
dinner ftation. 

In the weftern corner of this ifthmus was fituated a deferted 
Indian village, much in the fame ftate of decay as that which we 
had examined at the head of port Difcovery. No figns of any in- 
habitants were difcernible; nor did we vifit it, it being expedient 
we fhould haften to our appomted’ ftation as night was faft ap- 
proaching, during which Mr. Johnftone did not join us; this led us to 
fuppofe he had found fome entrance into the above lake or inlet that had 
efcaped my notice; and which afterwards proved to have been the caufe of 
his abfence. Having determined the extent of this inlet, whofe fouth 
extremity is fituated in latitude 47° 59, longitude 237° 31’; at day-break, 
the next morning, we embarked in purfuit of the entrance into the lake 
or inlet that we had difcovered the preceding evening. About this time, 
we heard and anf{wered the report of a fwivel gun. A very {trong run 
of water was now obferved, but being brackifh we were under the ne- 
ceffity of carrying our kegs near a mile into the country to replenifh 
them, not having found any frefh water fince we left the fhips. Whilft 
we were thus engaged, Mr. Johnftone came up. He had found a 
narrow channel into the inlet which had flattered him with returning 
by the ifthmus that had oppofed our progrefs; but to his great mortifi- 
cation he found it clofed, and was obliged to keep rowing the greater 
part of the night, in order that he might join us by the fame paflage 
he had entered, which he had now juft effected. Its fouthern entrance 
was found to be navigable for {mall boats only, from half flood to half ebb, 
and was dry at low water; but as its northern part formed a {nug little 
port, and, with its tide, feemed likely to be made ufeful in careening ; 
Mr. Johnftone was induced to profecute its examination. The furvey of 
this inlet, which had occupied our time fince the preceding day at noon, 
puvior. ‘ Hh having 
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having been finally accomplifhed by. the joiming of the boats, it pro- 
ved to. be a very fafe and more capacious harbour than port Difco- 
very; and rendered more pleafant by the high land being at ‘a greater 
diftance from the water-fide. Its foundings alfo give it a further ad. 
vantage, being very regular from: fide to fide, from 10 to 20 fathoms 
depth of water, good holding ground: but, with refpeé to frefh water, 
fo far as we could determine by our tranfitory vifit, it was very deficient; 
as has been already obferved. To this port I gave the name of PorT 
TowNsuHEND, in honor of the noble Marquis of that name. 

Mr. Johnftone, who had a much better opportunity than I had of feding 
the above lake or inlet, reprefented it as appearing very extenfive and di- 
vided into two or three branches ; but he had not been able to determine 
its communication either with the ocean or the main inlet, although he 
had great reafon to believe it did communicate by the way of the bluff 
point already mentioned ; which about noon was confirmed. In:our way 
thither, we found on one of the low points projecting from the eaftern 
fhore, two upright poles fet in the ground, about fifteen feet high, and 
rudely carved. On the top of each was ftuck a human head, recently 
placed there. The hair and flefh were nearly perfeét ; and the heads 
appeared to carry the evidence of fury or revenge, as, in driving the 
ftakes through the throat to the cranium, the fagittal, with part of the 
fcalp, was borne on their points fome inches above the reft of the fkull: 
Between the ftakes a fire had been made, and near it fome calcined bones 
were obferved, but none of thefe appearances enabled us to fatisfy our- - 
felves, concerning the manner in which the bodies had been difpofed of. 

The fituation of this point is a little to the fouthward of the nar- 
row paflage Mr. Johnftone had gone through; the north extremity 
of which is formed by a very long fandy fpit, where feventeen of the 
long fupported poles were feen like thofe before defcribed on New 
Dungenels. Thefe poles had frequently prefented themfelves, though 
saltdels numbers than on the prefent occafion; but though thefe af- 
forded us an opportunity of examining them, they did not contribute 
ihe leaft inftru€@ion concerning the purpofe for which they were 
intended. _ They were uniformly placed in the center of the low 
fandy fpit, at the diftance of about eighty yards from each gn | 
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and it fhould feem, that they were required to be of certain definite 
heights, although not all equally high. They were, in general, about 
fix iches in diameter at the bottom, and perfe€ly ftrait; and, when 
too fhort, a piece was added, which was very neatly {carfed on; the 
top of each terminating in two points like a crefcent, or rather like 
the ftrait fpreading horns of an ox. The talleft of thefe poles I fhould 
fuppofe to be about one hundred feet, the fhorteft not fo high by ten or 
fifteen feet. Between feveral of them large holes were dug in the ground, 
in which were many {tones that had been burnt, which gave thefe holes 
the refemblance of the cooking places in the South-Sea iflands. There 
was, however, no appearance of any recent operations of that kind. 

In moft of my excurfions I met with an indurated clay, much re- 
fembling fuller’s-earth. The high fteep cliff, forming the point of land 
we were now upon, feemed to be principally compofed of this matter; 
which, on amore clofe examination, appeared to be a rich fpecies of the 
marrow ftone, from whence it obtained the name of Marrow-SToNne 
Point. Eaft of this cliff, the fhore is extended about a quarter of a 
mile by one of thofe fandy projeéting points we had fo frequently met 
with. Here we dined, and had an excellent view of this inlet, which 
appeared to be of no inconfiderable extent. The eaftern fhore ftretch- 
ed by compafs from N. 41 w. to s.51£.; the fouth extremity of 
the weftern fhore, bore s. 26£.; and, between thefe latter bearings, 
the horizon was occupied by iflands, or land appearing much 
broken. The weather was ferene and pleafant, and the country conti- 
nued to exhibit, between us and the eaftern fnowy range, the fame lux- 
uriant appearance. At its northern extremity, mount Baker bore by 
compafs N. 22 E.; the round fnowy mountain, now forming its fouthern 
extremity, and which, after my friend Rear Admiral Rainier, I diftinguifh- 
ed by the name of Mount Rarnier, bore n. 42 ©. Having finifhed all 
our bufinefs at this ftation, the boats received the fame dire€tions as before; 
and having appointed the weftern part of fome land appearing like a long 
ifland, and bearing s. E. by s. 4 leagues diftant, for our evening’s rendez- 
vous, we left Marrow-Stone point with a pleafant gale, and every profpeét 
of accomplifhing our feveral tafks. The favorable breeze availed us but 
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~ little ; for we had not advanced a league before we found the influence 


of fo {trong an ebb tide that, with all the exertions of our oars in ad- 
dition to our fails, we could fcarcely make any progrefs along the coaft. 
Towards fun-fet, both the wind and the weather materially changed ; 
the former became light and variable, from the fouthern quarter, and 
brought with it inceffant torrents of rain. We, perfevered however, in 
our endeavours to gain our deftined point, but without fuccefs, until about 
eleven at night; when, having collected the boats by fignal, we bore up 
for the weftern, which was neareft the fhore, and landed about one in 
the morning, completely drenched. With fome difficulty we got a fire, 
and found a tolerable place for our tents. This, though uncomfortable, 
protected us in fome degree from the inclemency of the weather, which 
detained us all.the next day. On wednefday morning, we found our- 
felves near the fouth extremity of the narrow fhoal paflage through which 
Mr. Johnftone had paffed from port Townfhend, in a very fine cove, af- 
fording good anchorage from 10 to 25 fathoms, excellent holding ground, 
and fufficiently capacious to accommodate many veffels. We traverfed » 
its northern fhores, but could not find any water, except fuch as drip- 
ped in {mall quantities from the rocks. Whilft detained by this unfa- 


vorable weather, fome of the young gentlemen in their excurfions found 


feveral oak trees, of which they produced f{pecimens ; but {tated that 


they had not feen any exceeding three or four feet in circumference. 
In confequence of this valuable difcovery, the place obtained the name 
of Oax Cove. 

The weather in fome meafure clearing up foon after day-break on 
thurfday, we again embarked, and continued on the fame weftern, or 
continental fhore, making a very flaw progrels, owing to a {trong ebb 
tide, and a frefh s.z. wind, againit us. 

We had not been long out of Oak Cove, when we defcried 
fome Indians paddling flowly under the lee of a rocky point, with an 
apparent intention of waiting our approach. In this they were foon 
gratified, and on our arrival, they did not feem to exprefs the leaft doubt 
of our friendly difpofition towards them. They courteoully offered fuch 


things as they poffeffed, and cordially accepted fome medals, beads, knives, 
and 
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and other trinkets, which I prefented to them, and with which they 
- appeared to be highly pleafed. We were now employed in taking fuch 
neceflary angles as the weather permitted us to obtain, and in acquiring 
fome further information of this inlet. It appeared to be divided into 
two branches; the moft extenfive one took its direétion to the fouth- 
eaftward of land appearing like a long, low ifland; the other, apparent- 
“ly much lefs, ftretched to the fouth-weftward of the fame land; the 
fhores of which terminating in a high perpendicular bluff point, was, 
in confequence of the change we experienced in its neighbourhood, 
called FouLWEATHER BLurrF. 

As my intentions were not to depart from the continental boundary, the 
weitern arm was the firft objeét of our examination; and we direéted 
our courfe towards a high lump of land that had the appearance of an 
ifland, entertaining little doubt of finding a way into the fouth eaftern, 
or main arm, fouth of the fuppofed long low ifland. Off this point lie 
fome rocks above water, with others vifible only at low tide, extending 
at the diftance of three fourths of a mile, and nearly a mile along the 
fhore. The country thereabouts prefented a very different afpect from that 
which we had been accuftomed to fee. Inftead of the fandy cliffs that 
form the fhores within the ftraits, thefe were compofed of folid rocks. 
On them the herbage and fhrubs feemed to flourifh with lefs luxuriance, 
though the trees appeared to form a much greater variety. Having 
landed about nine o’clock to breakfaft, and to take the advantage of the 
fun and wind to dry fome of our clothes, our friends the Indians, feven- 
teen in number, landed alfo from fix canoes about half a mile a-head of 
us, and then walked towards our party, attended by a fingle canoe along 
the fhore; they having hauled up all the others. They now approached 
us with the utmoft confidence, without being armed, and behaved in the 
moft refpeétful and orderly manner. On a line being drawn with a 
ftick on the fand between the two parties, they immediately fat down, 
and no one attempted to pafs it, without previoufly making figns, re- 
quefting permiffion for fo doing. 

In their perfons, drefs, canoes, &c. they much refembled the Indians 
of port Difcovery; they had not the moft diftant knowledge of the 
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Nootka language, and it was with fome difficulty that any of their nu- 
merals were acquired. ‘They had not any thing to difpofe of excepting 
their bows, arrows, and fome few of their woollen and {kin garments ; 
amongft the latter appeared to be the {kin of a young lionefs. Thefe 
they exchanged for trinkets, and other things of little value, and in the 
traffic conduéted themfelves in a very fair and honeft manner. 

After we had embarked they examined the place where we had been 
fitting, and then paddled towards their village, which was fituated in a 
very pleafant cove a little to the s.w. and built with wood, after the 
fafhion of the deferted ones we had before feen. The wind blowing {trong 
from the fouthward fo much retarded our progrefs that at noon we had 
only reached the N.w. point of the arm we had been fteering for, and 
which was not more than five miles from our ftation in Oak cove, in 
a direction s.14.5.; its obferved latitude was 47° 53’, longitude 237° 36, 
Foulweather bluff forming the oppofite point of entrance into the arm, 
bore eaft about half a league diftant. The ftrength of the ebb tide 
obliged us to {top near two hours, and from its rapidity we were in- 
duced to believe, as we had before fufpeéted, that either the eaftern 
fhore was an ifland, or that the tide had extenfive inland communication. 

On the flood returning we refumed our route, and found our fuppofed 
high round ifland conneéted with the main by a low fandy neck of land, 
nearly occupied by a falt-water fwamp. Into the bay, formed between 
this point and that we had departed from, defcended a few {mall ftreams 
of frefh water; with which, fo far as we were enabled to judge, the coun- 
try did not abound. T his opinion was fanctioned by the Indians who: 
vifited us this morning, bringing with them fmall {quare boxes filled 
with frefh water, which we could not tempt them to difpofe of. Hence 
this branch of the inlet takes a direétion about s.w.+s. near 13 miles, 
and is in general about half a league wide. Its fhores exhibited by no: 
means the luxuriant appearance we had left behind, being nearly defti- 
tute of the open verdant fpots, and alternately compofed of fandy or 
rocky cliffs falling abruptly into the fea, or terminating on a beach; 
whilft in fome places the even land extended from the water fide, 
with little or no elevation. The low projecting points caufe the 
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coaft to be fomewhat indented with fmall bays, where, near the fhore, 
we had foundings from 5 to 12 fathoms; but in the middle of the canal, 
though not more than 2 miles in width, no bottom could be reached 
with 110 fathoms of line. 

We had not advanced more than 2 or 3 miles before we loft the ad- 
vantage of the flood tide, and met a ftream that ran conftantly down. 
This, with a very frefh s.w. wind fo retarded our progrefs, that it was 
not until friday noon that we reached the extent above mentioned, which 
we found to be fituated due fouth of our obfervatory in port Difcovery, 
in the latitude of 47° 99. From this ftation, which I called Hazex 
PoinT in confequence of its producing many of thofe trees, the canal 
divides into two branches, one taking a direétion nearly due north, the 
other s.w. We ftill continued on the right hand, or continental fhore, 
and found the northern arm terminate at the diftance of about feven 
miles in a fpacious bafon, where bottom could not be found with 70 fa- 
thoms of line. As we returned to take up our abode for the night at 
the s.w. point of this arm, we obferved fome fmoke on fhore, and faw 
a canoe hauled up into a fmall creek; but none of the mhabitants could 
be difcovered, nor did we hear or fee any thing of them during the 
night. 

The next morning at four o’clock we again embarked. Having been 
fupplied for five days only, our provifions were greatly exhaufted, and the 
commencement of this, which was the fixth, threatened us with fhort al- 
lowance. Our fportfmen had been unable to affift our ftock; and the 
profpect of obtaining any fupplies from the natives was equally uncertain. 
The region we had lately pafled feemed nearly deftitute of human beings. 
The brute creation alfo had deferted the fhores; the tracks of deer were 
no longer to be feen; nor was there an aquatic bird on the whole ex- 
tent of the canal; animated nature feemed nearly exhaufted; and her 
awful filence was only now and then interrupted by the croaking ofa 
raven, the breathing of a feal, or the feream of an eagle. Even thefe 
folitary founds were fo feldom heard, that the ruftling of the breeze along 
the fhore, affifted by the folemn ftillnefs that prevailed, gave rife to ri- 
diculous fufpicions in our feamen of hearing rattlefnakes, and other 
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hideous monfters, in the wildernefs, which was compofed of the produc- 
tions already mentioned, but which appeared to grow with infinitely lefs 
vigour than we had been accuftomed to witnefs. 

To the weftward and n.w. lay that range of {nowy mountains, no- 
ticed the morning we fpoke with the Columbia. Thefe gradually de- 
{cended in a fouthern direétion, whilft the fummit of the eaftern range 
now and then appearing, feemed to give bounds to this low country on 
that fide. Between the s.z. and s.w. a country of a very moderate 
height feemed to extend as far as the eye could reach; and, from its 
eminences and vallies, there was reafon to believe that this inlet continued 
to meander a very confiderable diftance, which made me much regret that 
we were not provided for a longer excurfion. Yet, having proceeded 
thus far, I refolved to continue our refearches, though at the expence 
of a little hunger, until the inlet fhould either terminate, or fo exten- 
fively open, as to render it ex pedient that the veffels fhould be brought 
up; which would be a very tedious and difagreeable operation, in con- 
fequence of the narrownels of the channel, and the great depth of the 
water. Soundings in fome places only could be gained clofe to the 
fhore; and in the middle no bottom had any where been found with 
100 fathoms of line, although the fhores were in general low, and not 
half a league afunder. 

Having very pleafant weather, and a gentle favorable breeze, we pro- 
ceeded, and paffed feveral runs of frefh water. Near one of the largeft 
we obferved our latitude at noon to be 47° 27’; and once again had the 
pleafure of approaching an inhabited country. A canoe, in which 
there were three men, went alongfide the launch, and bartered a few 
trifles for beads, iron, and copper, but declined every invitation to come 
on fhore. From Mr. Puget I learned, that they appeared to be very 
honeft in their dealings, and had ufed their utmoft endeavours to pre- 
vail on the party in the launch to-attend them home, which he under- 
{tood to be at the diftance of about a league, and for which they feemed 
to make the beft of their way, probably to acquaint their friends with 
the approach of ftrangers. Soon after we had dined a fmoke was ob- 
ferved, near the fuppofed place of their refidence; made, as we concluded, 
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for the purpofe of direéting us to their habitations, for which we imme- 
diately fat off, agreeably to their very civil invitation. 

An idea during this excurfion had occurred to us, that part of the 
brute creation have an averfion to the abfence of the human race; 
this opinion feemed now in fome meafure confirmed, by the appearance 
for the firft time during the laft three days, of feveral fpecies of ducks, 
and other aquatic birds. Ido not however mean, abfolutely to infer, 
that it is the affection of the lower orders of the creation to man, that 
draws them to the fame {pots which human beings prefer, fince it is 
highly probable that fuch places as afford the a eligible refidence in 
point of fuftenance to the human race, in an eee flate, may be 
by the brute creation reforted to for the fame purpofe. 

The habitations of our new friends appeared to be fituated nearly at 
the extremity of this inlet, or where it appeared to take a very fharp turn 
to the s.k. ftill favoring our hopes of returning by the great eaftern arm. 
Thefe however vanifhed on landing, as we found its s.w. direétion ter- 
minate in land, apparently low and{wampy, with a fhoal extending fome 
diftance from its fhores, forming a narrow paflage to the fouth-eaftward 
into a cove or bafon, which feemed its termination alfo in that direction. 

Here we found the finett {tream of frefh water we had yet feen; from 
the fize, clearnefs, and rapidity of which, little doubt could be enter- 
tained of its having its fource in perpetual fprings. Near it were two 
miferable huts with mats thrown carelefsly over them, protetting their 
tenants neither from the heat nor feverity of the weather; thefe huts 
feemed calculated to contain only the five or fix men then prefent, though 
previoufly to our quitting the boats we fuppofed a greater number of per- 
fons had been feen ; thofe were probably their women, who on our ap- 
proach had retired to the woods. 

Thefe good people conduéted themfelves in the moft friendly manner. 
They had little to difpofe of, yet they bartered away their bows and arrows 
without the leaft hefitation, together with fome fmall fith, cockles, and 
clams; of the latter we purchafed a large quantity, a fupply of which 
was very acceptable in the low condition of our ftock. They made us 
clearly to underftand, that in the cove to the s.z. we fhould find a 
number of their countrymen, who had the like commodities to dif- 
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pofe of; and being anxious to leave no doubt concerning a further in- 
land navigation by this arm of the fea, and wifhing to eftablifh, as far 


as pollible, a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants of the country, 
which from the docile and inoffenfive manners of thofe we had feen ap- 
peared a tafk of no great difficulty, we proceeded to a low point of land 
that forms the north entrance into the cove. There we beheld a num- 
ber of the natives, who did not betray the fmalleft apprehenfion at our 
approach; the whole affembly remained quietly feated on the grafs, ex- 
cepting two or three whofe particular office feemed to be that, of 
making us welcome to their country. Thefe prefented us with fome 
fith; and received in return trinkets of various kinds, which delighted 
them exceffively. They attended us to their companions, who amount- 
ed in number to about fixty, including the women, and children. We 
were received by them with equal cordiality, and treated with marks of 
great friendfhip and hofpitality. A {hort time was here employed in 

exchanges of mutual civilities. The females on this occafion took a very 

ative part. They prefented us with fifh, arrows, and other trifles, in a 

way that convinced us they had much pleafure in fo doing. They did 
not appear to differ in any refpect from the inhabitants we had_ before > 
feen; and fome of our gentlemen were of opinion that they recognized 

the perfons of one or two who had vifited us on the preceding thurfday 

morning ; particularly one man, who had fuffered very much from the 

fmall pox. This deplorable difeafe is not only common, but it is greatly 

to be apprehended is very fatal amongft them, as its indelible marks 

were feen on many; and feveral had loft the fight of one eye, which was 

remarked to be generally the left, owing moft likely to the virulent 

effe€ts of this baneful diforder. The refidence of thefe people here was. 

doubtlefs of a temporary nature; few had taken the trouble of ereéting 

their ufual miferable huts, being content to lodge on the ground, with 

loofe mats only for their covering. 

From this point, which is fituated nearly at the fouth extremity of the 
canal in latitude 47° 21’, longitude 237° 64, little doubt exifted of the 
cove terminating its navigation. To afcertain this, whilft I remain- 
ed with thefe civil people Mr. Johnftone was diretted to row round 
the projeétion that had obftruéted our view of the whole circumfe- 

rence 
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rence of the cove, which is about two miles; and, if it were not clofed, 
to purfue its examination. Our former conjefiures being confirmed, 
on his return we prepared to depart; and, as we were putting off from 
the fhore, a cloak of inferior fea otter {kins was brought down, which I 
purchafed for a {mall piece of copper. Upon this they made fi gns, that 
if we would remain, more, and of a fuperior quality, fhould be pro- 
duced ; but as this was not our objeét, and as we had finifhed our pro- 
pofed tafk fooner than was expected this morning, to the no fmall fatis- 
fa€tion of our whole party we directed our courfe back towards port 
Difcovery, from which we were now about 70 miles diftant. 

A frefh northwardly wind, and the approach of night, obliged us to 
take up our abode about two miles from the Indians, fome of whom 
had followed us along the beach until we landed, when they pofted 
themfelves at the diftance of about half a mile, to obferve our different 
employments; at dark they all retired, and we neither heard nor faw 
any thing more of them. The rife and fall of the tide, although the 
current conftantly ran down without any great degree of rapidity, ap- 
peared to have been nearly ten feet, and it was high water 350’ after 
the moon paffed the meridian. 

Early on funday morning we again embarked; dire&ting our route 
down the inlet, which, after the Right Honorable Lord Hood, I called 
Hoon’s Cana; but our progrefs homeward was fo very flow, that 
it was monday afternoon before we reached Foulweather bluff. This 


promontory is not ill named, for we had f{carcely landed when a heavy, 


rain commenced, which continuing the reft of the day, obliged us to re- 
main ftationary. This detention I endeavoured to reconcile with the 
hope, that the next morning would permit fome examination, or at 
leaft afford us a view of the great eaftern arm, before we returned to 
the fhips; but in this I was difappointed. After waiting until ten o’clock 
in the forenoon of tuefday without the leaft profpeét of an alteration for 
the better, we again fat out with a frefh breeze at s.s.£., attended 
with heavy fqualls and torrents of rain; and about four in the af- 
ternoon arrived on board, much to the fatisfa€tion I believe of all 
parties, as great anxiety had been entertained for our fafety, in con- 

lia fequence 
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fequence of our unexpected abfence. The fwivels fired from our 
boat and that of the Chatham’s the morning after our departure, 
were heard on board, and were the caufe of much alarm after the 
expiration of the time appointed for our return. Such attention had 
been paid to the feveral common occupations going forward when 
I left the fhips, that I had the fatisfaction to find every thing accom- 
plifhed. But from Mr.Whidbey I underftood, that the weather had been 
fo unfavorable to our aftronomical purfuits, that he had not been able to 
obtain any lunar diftances, though he had fucceeded in afcertaining the 
rate of the chronometers. Having, however, acquired fufficient authority 
of this nature for correéting our furvey, and carrying it further into ex- 
ecution, I determined to depart as foon as the weather fhould break up. 
This did not happen until thurfday afternoon; when the tents and ob- 
fervatory were re-embarked, and every thing got in readinefs for failing 
the next morning. A light air from the s.z. and pleafant weather, fa- 
vored our departure ; and about breakfaft time, the {hip arriving at the 
entrance of the port, I landed on the eaft end of Prote€tion ifland, in order, 
from its eminence, to take a more accurate view of the furrounding fhores. 
In moft direétions they feemed much broken, particularly in the north- 
ern quarter, being there occupied by an archipelago of iflands of vari- 
ous fizes. On my return on board, I direéted Mr. Broughton to ufe 
his endeavours, in the Chatham, to acquire fome information in that 
line, whilft I continued my examination with the Difcovery up the inlet 


, which we had difcovered in the boats, to the eaftward of Foulweather bluff; 


appointing the firft inlet to the fouth-eaftward of that point on the ftar- 
board or continental fhore, as our place of rendezvous. We parted 
about noon in pleafant weather, and with a fine breeze direéted our — 
veffels agreeably to our refpeétive purfuits. 

As a more particular defcription of port Difcovery and the furround- 
ing country would have interfered with our primary objeét of afcertain- 
ing the boundary of this coaft, I fhall referve it for the fubje€t of the 
following fhort chapter; and fhall conclude this with fuch aftronomical 
and nautical obfervations as circumftances permitted us to make whilft in 
port, as well as thofe made previous to our arrival and after our depar- 

ture ; 
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ture; which have affifted in fixing its longitude, as well as that of the 
exterior coaft of New Albion fouthward to cape Mendocino. 

A part of this coaft, prior to our vifit, had been feen by different na- 
vigators, and the pofition of certain head lands, capes, &c. given to 
the world. Several of thefe I have found myfelf under the neceffity of 
placing in different latitudes and longitudes, as well thofe feen by Cap- 
tain Cook, as others laid down by the different vifitors who have follow- 
ed him. This, however, I have not prefumed to do, from a confciouf- 
nefs of fuperior abilities as an aftronomer, or integrity as an hiftorian ; 
but from the conviction, that no one of my predeceffors had the good 
fortune to meet fo favorable an opportunity for the examination : under 
the happy circumftances of which I have been induced to affign, to the 
feveral confpicuous head lands, points, &c. the pofitions afcertained 
by the refult of our feveral obfervations ; from which, as it evidently ap- 
peared that our chronometer had materially accelerated on its Otaheitean 
rate, it may not be unacceptable to ftate the mode I adopted for the 
corre@tion of that error. 

In our paflage towards, and during our ftay amongft, the Sandwich 
iflands, the chronometer, agreeably to its Otaheitean rate, feemed to 
have been accurate to a {crupulous degree of nicety ; but, by fome ob- 
fervations made prior to the 26th of march, it appeared to have devi- 
ated manifeftly from the truth. The obfervations made on that day 
were the moft remote ones I made ufe of on this occafion; and, by the 
mean refult of all made fince in port Difcovery, inftead of the chrono- 
meter gaining at the rate of 4” 3" per day only, it was fouud to be gain- 
Og at 55 per day ; and therefore, inftead of the allowance of the for- 
mer rate, from the 26th of march to our arrival on the coaft, it was in- 
creafed to 8” per day: and from the 17th ofapril, 11” 30” were allowed 
as-the rate of the chronometer, for the purpofe of reducing all our ob- 
fervations from that period to our arrival in port Difcovery ; which 
medium, I truft will hereafter be found fully to anfwer my expeéta- 
tions. © The following will ferve to exhibit the different obfervations 
made to eftablifh this point, comprehending two hundred and twenty 
fets of lunar diftances, each fet containing fix obfervations, taken by the 
feveral officers and gentlemen on board, as follow : 

Mr. 
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ve Mr. Puget, nme fets taken between the 28th of march and 
wee oth of april, 2 : z i : 97° 19) 5 
Mr. Whidbey, fifty-eight ditto, the 26th of march and 
12th of june, - : 3 si t 297° 23' 38” 
Mr. Orchard, fifty-three ditto, ditto 2 237° 20! 


Mr. J. Stewart, twenty-four ditto, the 27th of march and 


2gth of april, - - - - - 237° 25 50" 
Mr. Ballard, thirty-eight ditto, ditto - 237° 22°113% 
Myfelf thirty-eight ditto, the 28th of march and 5th of 

may, - - 2 - - - 237° 21 9g" 


Hence, the longitude of the obfervatory deduced from the 
mean refult of the above obferved diftances of the €a O 


and ftars, was 2 “ - a - 237° 2219) 
On our arrival in port Difcovery the chronometer, by 

the Portfmouth rate, on the 4th of may, fhewed_ - 297° Ba! 
By the Otaheitean rate, 2 : hs 235° 59 
Mr. Arnold’s chronometer on board the Chatham, by 

the Otaheitean rate, re - “ - 295° 27" 


From the above obfervations and nine days correfponding altitudes, 
Kendal’s chronometer was found, on the 13th of may at noon, to be 
faft of mean time at Greenwich 45' 46”, and to be gaining on mean 
time at the rate of 11” 55” per day. By the fame obfervations, Mr. 
Arnold’s, on the 13th of may at noon, was faft of mean time at Green- 
wich 2°56 49", and was gaining on mean time at the rate of 27” per 
day. 

The latitude of the obfervatory, by the mean refult of 
nine meridian altitudes, was - - - 48° 2 3" 


The variation, by all our compaffes, in eleven fets of 
azimuths, differing from 20° to 26°, gave their mean re- 
fult, 2 ~ ‘ = A . 21° 30 


The 
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The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. eat 
Marked end North face Eaft e - - 73° 50° ceenstenpeed 
Ditto Welt... - io tT a? 

Ditto South face Eaft - - - Yoo alin 

Ditto Welt - . - 75° 55. 


Mean vertical inclination of the North point of the marine 


dipping needle - - - - - 74° 30° 


In port Difcovery, the tide was obferved to flow on the full of the 
moon, about ten feet; and was high water 3" 50’ after the moon paffed. 
the meridian. | 
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Defcription of port Difcovery and the adjacent country—tts inhabitants— 
Method of depofiting the dead—Conjectures relative to the apparent depo- 
pulation of the country. 


EE i 


IT SHALL now proceed to relate fuch matters refpe€ting the country of 
New Albion as appeared intitled to notice, and which are not inferted 
in the preceding narrative. 

Port Difcovery, already mentioned as a perfettly fafe and convenient 
harbour, has its outer poimts 12 miles afunder, bearing from each other 
s.63 w. and N.63 £.; its entrance is fituated in latitude 48° 7’, longi- 
tude 237° 20’, whence the port firft takes a direétion s. 30 £. about 8 
miles, and then terminates s.w. by w. about a league further. If it hes 
under any difadvantage, it is in its great depth of water; in which re- 
{pect, however, we found no inconvenience, as the bottom was exceed- 
ingly good holding ground, and free from rocks. Towards the upper 
part of the harbour it is of lefs depth; but I faw no fituation more eli- 
gible than that in which the veffels rode, off the firft low fandy point on 
the weftern fhore, about 45 miles within the entrance. Here our 
wooding, watering, brewing, and all other operations were carried on 
with the utmoft facility and convenience. The fhores of Proteétion 
ifland form on its fouth fide, which is about two miles long, a moft ex- 
cellent roadftead, and a channel into port Difcovery, near 2 miles wide 
on either fide, without any interruption, which with other nautical par- 
ticulars are exhibited in the chart. 

The country in the neighbourhood of this port may generally be 
confidered of a moderate height, although bounded on the weft fide by 

mountains 
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mountains covered with fnow, to which the land from the water’s edge 
rifes in a pleafing diverfity by hills of gradual afcent. The fhow on 
thefe. hills probably diffolves .as the fummer advances, for pine trees 
were produced on their very fummits. On the fea fhore the land gene- 
rally terminated in low fandy cliffs ; though in fome {paces of confiderable 
extent it ran nearly level from high water mark. The foil for the moft 
part is a light fandy loam, in feveral places of very confiderable depth, 
and abundantly mixed with decayed vegetables. The vigour and luxu- 
riance of its productions proved it to be a rich fertile mould, which 
poflibly might be confiderably improved by the addition of the calcareous 
matter contained in the marrow ftone that prefented itfelf in many 
places. In refpeét to its mineral productions no great variety was ob- 
ferved. Iron ore, in its various forms, was generally found; and from 
the weight and magnetic qualities of fome fpecimens, appeared tolera- 
bly rich, particularly a kind that much refembled the blood ftone. Thefe, 
-with quartz, agate, the common flint, and a great intermixture of other 
filicious matter, (moft of the {tones we met with being of that clafs) with 
fome variety of calcareous, magnefian, and argilaceous earths, were the 
mineral produétions generally found. 

The parts of the vegetable kingdom applicable to ufeful purpofes 
‘appeared to grow very luxuriantly, and confifted of the Canadian and 
Norwegian hemlock, filver pines, the Turamahac and Canadian _pop- 
lar, arbor-vite, common yew, black and common dwarf oak, American 
afh, common hazel, fycamore, fugar, mountain, and Penfylvanian maple, 
oriental arbutus, American alder, and common willow; thefe, with the 
Canadian elder, {mall fruited crab, and Penfylvanian cherry trees, con- 
ftituted the forefts, which may be confidered rather as encumbered, than 
adorned, with underwood; although there were feveral places where, in 
its prefent ftate, the traveller would pafs without being in the Jeaft in- 
commoded, excepting by the undecayed trunks of trees which had fallen. 
Of efculent vegetables we found but few; the white or dead nettle, and 
famphire, were moft common; the wild orache, vulgarly called fat-hen, 
with the vetch. Two or three forts of wild peas, and the common hedge 
muftard, were frequently though not always met with, and were confi- 
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dered by us as excellent of their kinds, and ferved to relifh our falt provi- 
fions, on which, with a very fcanty fupply of fifh, all hands fubfifted. 
Amongft the more minute productions, Mr. Menzies found conftant 
amufement; and, I believe, was enabled to make fome. addition to the 
catalogue of plants. 

The knowledge we acquired of the animal kingdom was very imper- 
fet. The fkins of the animals already noticed were fuch as are com- 
monly found amongft the inhabitants on the fea coafts under the fame 
parallel, and towards Nootka; thefe were moftly of the coarfer and 
more common forts. Garments of fea otter {kins were not worn, nor 
did many fuch fkins appear amongft the inhabitants. The only living 
quadrupeds we faw, were a black bear, two or three wild dogs, about 
as many rabbits, feveral fmall brown fquirrels, rats, mice, and the 
fkunk, whofe effluvia was the moft intolerableand offenfive I ever ex- 
perienced. 

Few of the feathered tribe were procured, although, on our firft ar- 
rival, the aquatic birds were fo numerous that we expected a profufe 
fupply of wild fowl; but thefe were all fo extremely fhy and watchful, 
that our guns feldom reached them; and, on being fired at, they difap- 
peared. About the fhores and on the rocks, we found fome fpecies of 
the tern, the common gull, fea pigeon of Newfoundland, curlews, fand- 
larks, fhags, and the black fea pye, like thofe in New Holland and 
New Zealand; thefe were however not fo abundant as the others. Nor 
did the woods appear to be much reforted to by the feathered race; two 
or three fpruce partridges had been feen; with few in point of number, 
and little variety, of {mall birds: amongft which the humming birds bore 
a great proportion. At the outfkirts of the woods, and about the 
water fide, the white headed and brown eagle; ravens, carrion crows, 
American king’s fifher, and a very handfome woodpecker, were feen in 
numbers; and in addition to thefe on the low projecting points, and 
open places in the woods, we frequently faw a bird with which we were 
wholly unacquainted, though we confidered it to be a fpecies of the 
crane or heron; fome of their eggs were found of a bluifh caft, confi- 
derably larger than that of a turkey, and well tafted. Thefe birds have 

remarkably 
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remarkably long legs and necks, and their bodies feemed to equal in 
fize the largeft turkey. Their plumage is uniformly of a light brown, 
and when ereét their height on a moderate computation could not be 
lefs than four feet. They feemed to prefer open fituations, and ufed no 
endeavours to hide or fcreen themfelves from our fight, but were too 
vigilant to allow our fportfmen taking them by furprize. Some blue, 
and fome nearly white herons of the common fize were alfo feen. 

The fea was not much more bountiful to us of its animal productions 
than was its fhores. The fcanty fupply of fifh we were enabled to pro- 
cure, confifted in general of the common forts of {mall flat-fifh, elephant 
fifh, fea bream, fea perch, a large fort of {culpin, fome weighing fix or 
eight pounds, with a greenifh colour about their throat, belly, and gills; 
thefe were very coarfe, but no ill effets were confequent on eating them. 
The above, with a few trout, a {mall fort of eel extremely well tafted, 
of a yellowifh green colour, were the fifhes we moft generally caught. 
A {mall common black fnake, a few lizards and frogs, together with a 
variety of common infeéts, none of which could be confidered as very 
troublefome, were the only creatures of the reptile tribe we obferved. 

This country, regarded in an agricultural point of view, I fhould con- 
ceive is capable of high improvement, notwithftanding the foil in gene- 
ral may be confidered to be light and fandy. Its {pontaneous produc- 
tions in the vicinity of the woods are nearly the fame, and grow in 
equal luxuriance with thofe under a fimilar parallel in Europe; favoring 
the hope, that if nutritious exotics were introduced and carefully at- 
tended to, they would fucceed in the higheft degree. The mildnefs of 
the climate, and the forwardnefs of every fpecies of plants, afforded 
ftrong grounds in fupport of this opinion. 

The interruptions we experienced in the general ferenity of the weather, 
were probably no more than were abfolutely requifite in the {pring of 
the year to bring forward the annual productions. ‘Thefe were attended 
with no violence of wind, and the rain which fell, although difagree- 
able to travellers, was not.fo heavy as to beat down and deftroy the 
firft efforts of vegetation. Under all thefe favorable circumftances, the 


country yet labours under one material difadvantage in the {carcity of 
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frefh water. ‘The ftreams however that we met with appeared fufficient 
to anfwer all purpofes, in the domeftic ceconomy of life, to a very nume- 
tous body of inhabitants: and, were the country cleared and fearched, 
there can be little doubt that a variety of eligible fituations might be 
found for eftablifhments, where, with proper exertions, wholefome water 
might be procured. 

What the low country before us toward the range of {nowy mountains 
may produce, remains for future inveftigation; but judging from what 
we had feen, it feemed more than probable, that thofe natural canals of the 
fea wind in various directions ; and that they are capable of affording great 
advantages to commercial purfuits, by opening communications. with 
parts of the mterior country commodioufly and delightfully fituated, 
The-great depth of water may be offered as an infuperable objeétion ; 
yet, On a more minute examination, it is likely that many eligible and 
convenient ftopping places might be found for the fecurity of fuch vef- 
fels as would neceffarily be employed in thofe occupations. 

Having confidered with impartiality the excellencies and defeéts of this 
country, as far as came under our obfervation, it now remains to add a 
few words on the chara¢ter of its inhabitants. 

None being refident in port Difcovery, and our intercourfe with them 
having been very confined, the knowledge we may have acquired of 
them, their manners, and cuftoms, muft neceflarily be very limited, and 
our conclufions drawn chiefly from comparifon. From New Dungenefs 
we traverfed nearly one hundred and fifty miles of their fhores without 
feeing that number of inhabitants. Thofe who came within our notice fo 
nearly refembled the people of Nootka, that the beft delineation I can 
offer is a reference to the defcription of thofe people, which has before’ 
been fo ably and with fo much juftice given to the public.* The only 
difference I obferved was, that in their ftature they did not generally 
appear quite fo ftout; and in their habits were lefs filthy; for though 
thefe people adorn their perfons with the fame fort of paint, yet it is not 
laid on in that abundance, nor do they load their hair with that immenfe 
quantity of oil and colouring matter, which is fo cuftomary amongft 
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the people of Nootka; their hair, as before mentioned, being in general 
neatly combed and tied behind. 
‘In their weapons, implements, canoes, and drefs, they vary little. 


' Their native woollen garment was moft in fafhion, next to it the fkins of 


deer, bear, &c.; a few wore dreffes manufactured from bark, which, 
like their woollen ones, were very neatly wrought. 
Their {pears, arrows, fifhgigys, and other weapons, were fhaped ex- 
a€ily like thofe of Nootka; but none were pointed with copper, or with 
mufcle fhell. The three former were generally barbed, and_ thofe 
pointed with common flint, agate, and bone, feemed of their original 
workmanfhip. Yet more of their arrows were obferved to be pointed 
with thin flat tron, than with bone or flint, and it was very fingular that 
they fhould prefer exchanging thofe pointed with iron, to any of the 
others. Their bows were of a fuperior conftruction: thefe in general 
were from two and a half to three feet in length; the broadeft part in the 
middle was about an inch and a half, and about three quarters of an inch 
thick, neatly made, gradually tapering to eachend, which terminated in 
a fhoulder and a hook for the fecurity of the bow ftring. They were all 
made of yew, and chofen with a naturally inverted curve fuited to the 
method of ufing them. From end to end of the concave fide, which when 
ftrung became the convex part, a very ftrong ftrip of an elaftic hide is 
attached to fome, and the fkins of ferpents to others, exaétly the fhape 
and length of the bow, neatly and firmly affixed to the wood by means 
of a cement, the adhefive property of which I never faw, or heard of 
being, equalled. It is not to be affetted by either dry or damp weather, 
and forms fo ftrong a conneétion with the wood, as to prevent a fepara- 
tion without deftroying the component parts of both. The bow ftring 
is made of the finew of fome marine animal laid loofe, m order to be 
twifted at pleafure, as the temperature of the atmofphere may require 
to preferve it at a proper length. Thus is this very neat little weapon. 
rendered portable, elaftic, and effe€tive in the higheft degree, if wemay 
be allowed to judge by the dexterity with which it was ufed by one of 
the natives at port Difcovery. 
We had little opportunity of acquiring any fatisfaCtory information 
with 


A VOYAGE OF DISC OW PRY 


with regard to the public regulations, or private ceconomy, of thefe 
people. The fituation and appearance of the places we found them ge- 
nerally inhabiting, indicated their being much accuftomed to a change of 
refidence ; the deferted villages tended to f{trengthen the conjecture of 
their being wanderers. Territorial property appeared to be of little 
importance; there was plenty of room for their fixed habitations, and 
thofe of atemporary nature, which we now found them moftly to occupy, 
being principally compofed of crofs fticks, covered with a few mats, as 
eafily found a fpot for their erection, as they were removed from one 
{tation to another, either as inclination might lead, or neceflity compel : 
and having a very extenfive range of domain, they were not liable to 
interruption or oppofition from their few furrounding neighbours. 

From thefe circumftances alone, it may be fomewhat premature to 
conclude that this delightful country has always been thus thinly inhabi- 
ted; on the contrary, there are reafons to believe it has been infinitely 
more populous. Each of the deferted villages was nearly, if not quite, 
equal to contain all the fcattered inhabitants we faw, according to the 
cuftom of the Nootka people; to whom thefe have great affinity in their 
perfons, fafhions, wants, comforts, conftruétion of thefe their fixed habitati- 
ons, and in their general character. It is alfo poffible, that moft of the 
clear {paces may have been indebted, for the removal of their timber and. 
underwood, to manual labour. Their general appearance furnifhed this 
opinion, and their fituation on the moft pleafant and commanding emi- 


nences, protefted by the foreft on every fide, except that which would | 


have precluded a view of the fea, feemed to encourage the idea. Not 
many years fince, each of thefe vacant places might have been allotted 
to the habitations of different focieties, and the variation obferved in 
their extent might have been conformable to the fize of each village ; 
on the fcite of which, fince their abdication, or extermination, nothing 
but the fmaller fhrubs and plants had yet been able to rear their heads. 
In our different excurfions, particularly thofe in the neighbourhood 
of port Difcovery, the fcull, limbs, mbs, and back bones, or fome 
other veftiges of the human body, were found in many places promuif- 
cuoufly feattered about the beach, in great numbers. Similar relics 
were alfo frequently met with during our furvey in the boats; and I was 
informed 
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informed by the officers, that in their feveral perambulations, the like 
appearances had prefented themfelves fo repeatedly, and in fuch abun- 
dance, as to produce an idea that the environs of port Difcovery were 
a general cemetery for the whole of the furrounding country. Not- 
withftanding thefe circumftances do not amount to a dire€t proof of 
the extenfive population they indicate, yet, when combined with other 
appearances, they warranted an opinion, that at no very remote period 
this country had been far more populous than at prefent. Some of the 
human bodies were found difpofed of in a very fingular manner. Ca- 
noes were fufpended between two or more trees about twelve feet from 
the ground, in which were the fkeletons of two or three perfons; others 
of a larger fize were hauled up into the outfkirts of the woods, which 
contained from four to feven fkeletons covered over with a broad plank. 
In fome of thefe broken bows and arrows were found, which at firft 
gave rife to a conjecture, that thefe might have been warriors, who after 
being mortally wounded had, whilft their ftrength remained, hauled up 
their canoe for the purpofe of expiring quietly in them. But ona fur- 
ther examination this became improbable, as it would hardly have been 
poffible to have preferved the regularity of pofition in the agonies of 
death, or to have defended their fepulchres with the broad plank with 
which each was covered. 

The few fkeletons we faw fo carefully depofited in the canoes, were 
probably the chiefs, priefts, or leaders of particular tribes, whofe fol- 
lowers moft likely continue to poffefs the higheft refpeét for their me- 
mory and remains: and the general knowledge I had obtained from 
experience of the regard which all favage nations pay to their funeral 
folemnities, made me particularly folicitous to prevent any indignity 
which might be wantonly offered to their departed friends. Bafkets were 
alfo found fufpended on high trees, each containing the fkeleton of a 
young child; in fome of which were alfo fmall fquare boxes filled with a 
kind of white pafte, refembling fuch as I had feen the natives eat, fup- 
pofed to be made of the faranne root; fome of thefe boxes were quite 
full, others were nearly empty, eaten probably by the mice, fquirrels, or 
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birds. On the next low point fouth of our encampment, where the 
gunners were airing the powder, they met with feveral holes in which 
human bodies were interred flightly covered over, and in different ftates 
of decay, fome appearing to have been very recently depofited. 
About half a mile to the northward of our: tents, where the land is 
nearly level with high water mark, a few paces within the fkirting of the 
wood, a canoe was found fufpended between two trees, in which were 
three human fkeletons ; and a few paces to the right was a cleared place 
of nearly forty yards round; where from the frefh appearance of the 
burnt ftumps moft of its vegetable produétions had very lately been con- 
fumed by fire. Amongtt the afhes we found the {culls, and other bones, 
of near twenty perfons in different ftages of calcination; the fire, how- 
ever, had not reached the fufpended canoe, nor did it appear to have 
been intended that it fhould. The fkeletons found thus difpofed, in 
canoes, or in bafkets, bore a very fmall proportion to the number of 
{culls and other human bones indifcriminately {cattered about the fhores. 
Such are the effeéts; but of the caufe or caufes that have operated to 
produce them we remained totally unacquainted ; whether occafioned by 
epidemic difeafe, or recent wars. The character and general deport- 
ment of the few inhabitants we occafionally faw, by no means counte- 
nanced the latter opinion ; they were uniformly civil and friendly, with- 
out manifefting the leaft fign of fear or fufpicion at our approach; nor, 
did their appearance indicate their having been much inured to hoftili- 
ties. Several of their ftouteft men had been feen perfeéily naked, and 
contrary to what might have been expeéted of rude nations habituated 
to warfare, their {kins were moftly unblemifhed by {cars, exceptng fuch 
as the fmall pox feemed to have occafioned; a difeafe which there 1s 
great reafon to believe is very fatal amoneft them. It is not however 
very eafy to draw any juft conclufions on the true caufe from which this 
havoc of the human race proceeded, which muft remain for the invefti- 
gation of others who may have more leifure, and a better opportunity, 
to dire&t fuch an inquiry: yet it may not be unreafonable to conjec- 
ture, that the prefent apparent depopulation may have arifen in fome 
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- meafure from the inhabitants of this interior part having been induced 
to quit their former abode, and to have moved nearer the exterior 


coaft for the convenience of obtaining in the immediate mart, with 


more eafe and ata cheaper rate, thofe valuable articles of commerce, 
that within thefe late years have been brought to the fea coafts of this 
continent by Europeans and the citizens of America, and which are 


in great eftimation amongft thefe people, being poffeffed by all in a 


greater or lefs degree. 
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CHAPTER VI 


Enter Admiralty inlet-—Anchor off Reftoration point—Vifit an Indian vil- 
lage—Account of feveral boat excurfions—Proceed to another part of 
inlet-—Take poffeffion of the country. 


AGREEABLY to the propofed deftination of each veffel, the Difco- 
very and Chatham, at noon, on the 18th of may, direéted their courfe to- 
wards the objects of their re{pective purfuits ; and as I had already traced 
the weftern fhore in the boats, we now kept the eaftern fide on board, 
which, like the other, abounds with thofe verdant open places that have 
been fo repeatedly noticed. On one of thefe beautiful lawns, nearly a 
league within the entrance of the inlet, about thirty of the natives came 
from the furrounding woods, and attentively noticed us as we failed 
along. We did not difcover any habitations near them, nor did we fee 
any canoes on the beach. On the fouth fide of the lawn, were many 
uprights in the ground, which had the appearance of having formerly 
been the fupporters of their large wooden houfes. We ufed our en- 
deavours to invite thefe good people on board, but without effe@. After 
advancing about 4 leagues up the inlet, the pleafant gale, which had at- 
tended us from the n.w. died away, and a ftrong ebb making againft us, 
we were compelled to anchor for the night, in 18 fathoms water, about 
half a mile from the eaftern fhore: Marrow-Stone point bearing by 
compals N. 56 w.; the N.r. point of Oak-cove s. 48 w.; and Foulwea- 
ther bluff s, 51,£. 


During the night, we had a gentle foutherly breeze, attended by a 


Saturday 19. fog which continued until nine o’clock on faturday morning, when it 
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was difperfed by a return of the n.w. wind, with which we purfued our 
route up the inlet; our progrefs was, however, foon retarded by the 
fore-topfail yard giving way in the {lings ; On examination it appeared 
to have been in a defeétive ftate fome time. The fpare fore-topfail yard 
was alfo very imperfeét; which obliged us to get the fpare main-topfail 
_ yard up in its room; and it was a very fortunate circumftance, that 
thefe defeéis were difcovered in a country abounding with materials to 
which we could refort; having only to make our choice from amongft 
thoufands of the fineft {pars the world produces. 

To defcribe the beauties of this region, will, on fome future occafion, 
be a very grateful tafk to the pen of a fkilful panegyrift. The fere- 
nity of the climate, the innumerable pleafing landfcapes, and the abun- 
dant fertility that unaflifted nature puts forth, require only to be en- 
riched by the induftry of man with villages, manfions, cottages, and 
other buildings, to render it the moft lovely country that can be ima- 
gined; whilft the labour of the inhabitants would be amply rewarded, 
in the bounties which nature feems ready to beftow on cultivation. 

About noon, we pafled an inlet on the larboard or eaftern fhore, which 
feemed to ftretch far to the northward; but, as it was out of the line of 
our intended purfuit of keeping the continental fhore on board, I con- 
tinued our courfe up the main inlet, which now extended as far as, from 
the deck, the eye could reach, though, from the maft-head, intervening 
land appeared, beyond which another high round mountain covered 
‘with {now was difcovered apparently fituated feveral leagues to the fouth 
of mount Rainier, and bearing by compafs s.22 5. This I confidered 
as a further extenfion of the eaftern fnowy range; but the intermediate 
mountains, conneéting it with mount Rainier, were not fufhciently high 
to be feen at that diftance. Having advanced about 8 leagues from our 
laft night’s ftation, we arrived off a projecting point of land, not form- 
ed by a low fandy fpit, but rifing abruptly in a low cliff about ten or 
twelve feet from the water fide. Its furface was a beautiful meadow, co- 
vered with luxuriant herbage; on its weftern extreme, bordering on the 
woods, was an Indian village, confifting of temporary habitations, from 
whence feveral of the natives afflembled to view the fhip as we pafled 
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by; but none of them ventured off, though feveral of. their canoes were 
feen on the beach. Here the inlet divided into two extenfive branches, 
one taking a fouth-eaftwardly, the other a fouth-weftern direétion. Near 
this place was our appointed rendezvous with the Chatham; and, un- 
der a {mall ifland to the s.w. of us, appeared an eligible {pot, in which, 
with fecurity, we might wait her arrival; but, on approaching it, we 
found the depth of water no where lefs than 60 fathoms, within a ca- 
ble’s length of the fhore. This obliged us to turn up towards the vil- 
lage point, where we found a commodious road{tead; and about feven 
o’clock in the evening, anchored about a mile from the fhore m 98 fa- 
thoms water, black fand and muddy bottom. The village pomt bore 
by compafs n. 4 £., the neareft oppofite fhore of the main inlet N. 52 E. 
about a league diftant; and the dire€tion of its fouthern extent s.z.; the 
above ifland, lying before the branch leading to the fouth-weftward, bore 
from s. 36 £. to fouth, about half a league diftant ; and the appearance 
of a fmall inlet, or cove, weft, about the fame diftance. We had no 
fooner anchored than a canoe, in which were two men, paddled round the 
fhip. We attempted to induce them, but they were not to be prevailed 
upon, to enter the veffel; and, having fatisfied their curiofity, they haftily 
returned to the fhore. Before the evening clofed m, I proceeded to 
acquire fome information refpecting the fmall opening to the weftward. 
It was nearly dark before I reached the fhore, which feemed to form a 
fmall cove about half a mile in width, incircled by compact fhores, with 
a clufter of rocks above water, nearly in its center, and little worthy of 
further notice. On my return on board, I direéted that a party, under 
the command of Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, fhould, in the 
launch and cutter, proceed, with a fupply of provifions for a week, to 
the examination of that branch of the inlet leading to the fouth-weft- 
ward; keeping always the {tarboard or continental fhore on board; 
which was accordingly carried into execution, at four o'clock the next 
morning. 

Our fituation being fomewhat incommoded by the meeting of different 
tides, we moved nearer in, and anchored in the fame depth, and on 
the fame bottom as before, very conveniently to the fhore. Our eaftern 
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view was now bounded by the range of {nowy mountains from mount 
Baker, bearing by compafs north to mount Rainier, bearing N. 54 £. 
The new mountain was hid by the more elevated parts of the low land ; 
and the intermediate {nowy mountains in various rugged and grotefque 
fhapes, were feen juft to rear their heads above the lofty pine trees, which 
appearing to compofe one uninterrupted foreft, between us and the 
{nowy range, prefented a moft pleafing landfcape; nor was our weftern 
view deftitute of fimilar diverfification. The ridge of mountains on which 
mount Olympus is fituated, whofe rugged fummits were feen no lefs fanci- 
fully towering over the foreft than thofe on the eaftern fide, bounded to a 
confiderable extert our weftern horizon; on thefe however not one con- 
fpicuous eminence arofe, nor could we now diftinguifh that which on the 
fea coaft appeared to be centrally fituated, and forming an elegant bi-fork- 
ed mountain. From the fouthern extremity of thefe ridges of mountains, 
there feemed to be an extenfive tra€t of land moderately elevated and 
beautifully diverfified by pleafing inequalities of furface, enriched with 
every appearance of fertility. 

In the meadow and about the village, many of the natives were feen 
moving about, whofe curiofity feemed little excited on our account. 
One canoe only had been near us, from which was thrown on board the 
{kin of fome fmall animal, and then it returned inftantly to the fhore. 

Our carpenters were bufily engaged in replacing the topfail yards 
with proper fpars, which were conveniently found for that purpofe. 
Some beer was brewed from the fpruce, which was here very excellent, 
and the reft of the crew were employed in a variety of other effential 
fervices. The gentle n.w. wind generally prevailed in the day, and 
calms or light foutherly breezes during the night. . 

Towards noon I went on fhore to the village point, for the purpofe o 
obferving the latitude ; on which occafion I vifited the village, if it may 
be fo dignified, as it appeared the moft lowly and meaneft of its kind. 
The beft of the huts were poor and miferable, conftructed fomething 
after the fafhion of a foldier’s tent, by two crofs flicks about five feet 
high, connetted at each end by a ridge-pole from one to the other, over 
fome of which was thrown a coarfe kind of mat, over others a few loofe 
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branches of trees, fhrubs, or grafs ; none however appeared to be con- 
{truéted for proteéting them, either againft the heat of fummer, or the 
inclemency of the winter. In them were hung up to be cured by the 
{moke of the fire they kept conftantly burning, clams, mufcles, and a 
few other kinds of fifh, feemingly intended for their winter’s fubfiftence. 
The clams perhaps were not all referved for that purpofe, as we fre- 
quently faw them ftrung and worn about the neck, which, as inclina- 
tion directed, were eaten two, three, or half a dozen at a time. This 
{tation did not appear to have been preferred for the purpofe of fifhing, 
as we faw few of the people fo employed; nearly the whole of the in- 
habitants belonging to the village, which confifted of about eighty or 
an hundred men, women and children, were bufily engaged like fwine, 


rooting up this beautiful verdant meadow in queft of a fpecies of wild 


onion, and two other roots, which in appearance and tafte greatly re- 
fembled the faranne, particularly the largeft; the fize of the {malleft did 
not much exceed a large pea: this Mr. Menzies confidered to be a new 
genus, The collecting of thefe roots was moft likely the objeé& which 
attached them to this {pot; they all feemed to gather them with much 
avidity, and to preferve them with great care, moft probably for wi 
purpofe of making the pafte I have already mentioned. 

Thefe people wmv in no effential point from the natives we had feen 
fince our entering the ftraits. Their perfons were equally ill made, 
and as much befmeared with oil and different coloured paints, particu- 
larly with red ochre, and a fort of fhining chaffy mica, very ponderous, 
and in colour much refembling black lead; they likewife pofleffed more 
ornaments, efpecially {uch as were made of copper, the article moft 
valued and efteemed amongft them. They feemed not wanting in offers 
of friendfhip and hofpitality ; as on our joining their party, we were pre- 
fented with fuch. things as they had to difpofe of: and they imme- 
diately prepared a few of the roots, and fome fhell fifh for our refrefh- 
ment, which were very palatable. In thefe civil offices, two men who 
appeared the moft active, and to be regarded by their countrymen as 


‘the moft important perfons of the party, were particularly affiduous to 


pleafe. To each of them I made prefents, which were received very 
thankfully; 
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thankfully ; and on my returning towards the boat, they gave me to 
underftand by figns, the only means we had of converfing with each 
other, that it would not be long ere they returned our vifit on. board 
the fhip. This they accordingly. did in the afternoon, with no fmall 
degree of ceremony. Befide the canoes which brought thefe two fupe- 
rior people, five others attended, feemingly as an appendage to the 
confequence of thefe chiefs, who would not repair immediately on board, 
but agreeably to the cuftom of Nootka advanced within about two 
hundred yards of the fhip, and there refting on their paddles a con- 
ference was held, followed by a fong principally fung by one man, who 
at {tated times was joined in chorus by feveral others, whilft fome in 
each canoe kept time with the handles of their paddles, by ftriking them 
again{t the gunwale or fide of the canoe, forming a fort of accompany- 
ment, which though exprefled by fimple notes only, was by no means 
deftitute of an agreeable effe€t. This performance took place whilft 
they were paddling flowly round the fhip, and on its being concluded, they 
came alongfide with the greateft confidence, and without fear or fufp1- 
cion immediately entered into a commercial intercourfe with our people. 
The two chiefs however required fome little intreaty before they could be 
induced to venture on board. JI again prefented them with fome valuables, 
amoneft which was a garment for each of blue cloth, fome copper, iron 
in various fhapes, and fuch trinkets as I thought would prove moft ac- 
ceptable. In this refpeét either my judgment failed, or their paffion for 
traffick and exchange is irrefiftible; for no fooner had they quitted the 
cabin, than excepting the copper they bartered away on deck nearly 
every article I had given them, for others of infinitely lefs utility or real 
value, confifting of fuch things as they could beft appropriate to the 
decoration of their perfons, and other ornamental purpofes, giving 
uniformly a decided preference to copper. 

In the morning of the 21ft, fell a few fhowers of rain, which were 
neither fo heavy as to retard our bufinefs on fhore, nor to prevent the 
friendly Indians paying us a vifit on board. Convinced of our amicable 
difpofition towards them, nearly the whole of the inhabitants, men, wo- 


men and children, gratified their curiofity in the eourfe of the day by - 
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paddling round the fhip; for neither the ladies mor the children yen- 
turedon board. This was the cafe alfo with the generality of the men, 
who contentedly remained in their canoes, rowing from fide to fide, -bar- 
tering their bows and arrows; which, with their woollen and {kin gar- 
ments, and a very few indifferent fea-otter {kins, compofed the whole 
of their affortment for trading; thefe they exchanged, in a very fair 
and honeft manner, for copper, hawk’s bells, and buttons, articles that 
greatly attraéted their attention. Their merchandize would have been 
infinitely more valuable to us, had it been comprized of eatables, fuch 
as venifon, wild fowl or fifh, as our fportimen and fifhermen had little 
fuccefs in either of thefe purfuits.. All the natives we had as yet ‘{een, 
uniformly preferred offering fuch articles as compofed their drefs, arms, 
and implements, for fale, rather than any kind of food, which might 
probably arife, either from the country not affording them a fuper- 
abundance of provifions, or from their having early difcovered that we 


were more curious than hungry. 


In the evening, fome of the canoes were obferved paffing from the vil- 
lage to the oppolite fhore, for the purpofe, as we fuppofed, of inviting 
their neighbours to partake of the advantages of our commerce. ‘This . 
was confirmed, the next morning, by the return of our friends, accom- 
panied by feveral large canoes, containing near eighty perfons, who after 
ceremonioufly paddling round the fhips came alongfide, without the leaft 
hefitation, and conduéted themfelves with the utmoft propriety. The 
principal number of thefe evidently belonged to the other fide of the 
inlet ; they were infinitely more cleanly than our neighbours ; and their 
canoes were of a very different form. Thofe of our friends at the vil- 
lage, exattly correfponded with the canoes of Nootka, whilft thofe of our — 
new vifitors were cut off {quare at each end; and were, in fhape, pre- 
cifely like the canoes feen to the fouthward of cape Orford, though of 
greater length, and confiderably larger. The commodities they brought 
for fale, were trifles of a fimilar defcription to thofe offered by the other 
fociety : in all other refpeéts, they correfponded with the generality of 
the few inhabitants of the country with whom we had become acquainted, 

On wednefday, we had fome lightning, thunder, and rain, from the 
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$.£.; this continued a few hours, after which the day was very ferene 
and pleafant. Some of our gentlemen having extended their walk to 
the cove I had vifited the firft evening of our arrival, found it to commu- 
nicate by a very narrow paflage, with an opening apparently of fome 
extent. In confequence of this information, accompanied by Mr. Baker 
in the yawl, I fet out the next morning to examine it, and found the en- 
trance of the opening fituated in the weftern corner of the cove, formed 
by two interlocking points about a quarter of a mile from each other ; 
thefe formed a channel about half a mile long, free from rocks or fhoals, in 
which there was not lefs than 5 fathoms water. From the weft end of this 
narrow channel the inlet is divided into two branches, one extending to 
the s.w. about 5 or 6 miles, the other to the north about the fame dif- 
tance, conftituting a moft complete and excellent port, to all appearance 
perfectly free from danger, with regular foundings from 4 fathoms near 
the fhores, to g and 10 fathoms in the middle, good holding ground. 
It occupied us the whole day to row round it, in doing which we met a 
few ftrageling Indians, whofe condition feemed exceflively wretched and 
miferable. ‘The country that furrounds this harbour varies in its eleva- 
tion; in fome places the fhores are low level land, im others of a mode- 
rate height, falling in fteep low cliffs on the fandy beach, which in moft 
places binds the fhores. It produces fome fmall rrvulets of water, is 
thickly wooded with trees, moftly of the pine tribe, and with fome va- 
riety of fhrubs. This harbour after the gentleman who difcovered it, 
obtained the name of Porr Orcuarp. The beft paflage into it is 
found by fteermg from the village pomt for the fouth point of the cove, 
which is eafily diftinguifhed, lying from the former s. 62 w. at the dif- 
tance of about 24 miles, then hauling to the N.w. into the cove, keep- 
ing on the larboard or s.w. fhore, and pafling between it and the rocks 
in the cove ; in this channel the depth of water is from g to 15 fathoms, 
gradually decreafing to 5 fathoms in the entrance into the port. There 
is alfo another paflage round to the north of thefe rocks, in which there 
is 7 fathoms water; this is narrow, and by no means 84 commodious to 
navigate as the fouthern channel. 

On my return to the fhip I underftood that few of our friendly neigh- 
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bours had vifited the vefflel. The party was evidently reduced, and thofe 
who fill remained having fatisfied their curiofity, or bemg compelled by 
their mode of life, were preparing to depart with all their ftock and ef- 
feéis. Thefe it required little labour to remove, confifting chiefly of the 
mats for covering their habitations, wherever it may be convenient to 
pitch them; their {kin and woollen garments, their arms, implements, 
and fuch articles of food as they had acquired during their refidence ; 
which, with their family and dogs, all find accommodation in a fingle 
canoe; and thus the party is eafily conveyed to any ftation, which 
fancy, convenience, or neceffity,. may dire&t.. The dogs belonging to 
this tribe of Indians were numerous, and much refembled thofe of Po- 
merania, though in general fomewhat larger. They were all fhorn as 
clofe to the fkin as fheep are in England; and fo compact were their 
fleeces, that large portions. could be lifted up by a corner without caufing 
any feparation. They were compofed of a mixture of a coarfe kind of 
wool, with very fine long hair, capable of being {pun into yarn. This 
gave me reafon to believe, that their woollen clothing might in part be 
compofed of this material mixed with a finer kind of wool from fome other 
animal, as their garments were all too fine to be manufa€tured from the 
coarfe coating of the dog alone. The abundance of thefe garments 
amongit the few people we met with, indicates the animal from whence 
the raw material is procured, to be very common in this neighbourhood ; 
but as they have no one domefticated excepting the dog, their fupply of 
wool for their clothing can only be obtained by hunting the wild crea- 
ture that produces it; of which we could not obtain the Jeaft infor- 
mation. 

The weather continued delightfully ferene and pleafant ; the carpen- 
ters had executed their tafk, and the topfail yards were replaced. 

In the courfe of the forenoon on friday, fome of our Indian friends 
brought us a whole deer, which was the firft intire animal that had 
been offered to us... This they had killed on the ifland, and from the 
number of perfons that came from thence, the major part of the re- 
maining inhabitants of the village, with a great number of their dogs, 
feemed to have been engaged in the chafe. This and another deer, 
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parts of which remained in one of their canoes, had coft all thefe good 
people nearly a day’s labour, as they went over to the ifland for this 
purpofe the preceding evening; yet they were amply rewarded for their 
exertions by a {mall piece of copper: not a foot {quare. This they 
gladly accepted as a, full compenfation for: their venifon, on which the 
whole party could have made:two or, three good meals; fuch is the 
efteem and value with which this metal is regarded ! 

About four in the afternoon, agreeably -to our expeétations, the 
Chatham was feen from the maft head over the land, and about fun-fet 
fhe arrived and anchored near us. Mr. Broughton informed me, that 
the part of the coaft he had been. dire€ted to explore, confifted of an 
archipelago of iflands lying before an extenfive arm of the fea ftretch- 
ing in a variety of branches between the. N.w. north, and n.N.£. Its 
extent in the firft dire€tion was the moft capacious, and prefented an 
unbounded horizon. 

On due confideration of all the circumftances that had fallen under 
my own obfervation, and the intelligence now imparted by Mr. Brough- 
ton, I became thoroughly convinced, that our boats alone could enable 
us to acquire any correét or fatisfattory information refpecting this 
broken country; and although the execution of fuch a fervice in open 
boats would neceffarily be extremely laborious, and expofe thofe fo em- 
ployed to numberlefs dangers and unpleafant fituations,.that might oc- 
cafionally produce great fatigue, and protra¢t their return to the {hips ; 
yet that mode was undoubtedly the moft accurate, the moft ready, and 
~ indeed the only one in our power to i parle for afcertaining the conti- 
nental boundary. 

The main arm of the inlet cones towards mount Rainier {till re- 
mained unexplored. It became evident. from the length of time Mr. 
Puget and Mr. Whidbey had been abfent, that the inlet they had been 
fent to examine, had led them to a confiderable diftance. We had no 
time to f{pare, and as it was equally evident none ought to be loft, I di- 
reCted that Mr. Johnftone in the Chatham’s cutter fhould accompany me 
in the morning in the Difcovery’s yawl, for, the. purpofe of examining 
the main arm; and that Mr. Broughton, ‘on the return of our boats, 
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which were now hourly expetted, fhould take Mr. Whidbey in one of 
them, and proceed immediately to the inveftigation of that arm of this 
inlet, which we had paffed on the eaftern fhore, ftretching to the N.N.E.; 
and I defired that the Chatham might be anchored within its entrance 
in fome confpicuous place on the ftarboard fide, where the Difcovery or 
the boats would eafily find her, in cafe the refult of my inquiries fhould 
render it expedient for the veffels to proceed further in that direétion. 
On faturday morning, accompanied by Mr. Baker in the yawl, and 
favored by pleafant weather and a fine northerly gale, we departed and 
made confiderable progrefs. Leaving to the right the opening which 
had been the objeét of Mr. Puget and Mr. Whidbey’s expedition, we 
direéted our route along the weftern fhore of the main inlet, which is 
about a league in width; and as we proceeded the fmoke of feveral fires 
were feen on its eaftern fhore. When about 4 leagues ona foutherly di- 
reGtion from the fhips, we found the courfe of the inlet take a fouth 
wefterly inclination, which we purfued about fix miles with fome little 
increafe of width. ‘Towards noon we landed on a poimt on the eaftern 


’ {hore, whofe latitude I obferved to be 47° 21’, round which we flattered 


ourfelves we fhould find the inlet take-an extenfive eaftwardly courfe. 
This conjeéture was fupported by the appearance of a very abrupt di- 
vifion in the fnowy range of mountains immediately to the fouth of 
mount Rainier, which was very confpicuous from the fhip, and the 
main arm of the inlet appearing to ftretch in that direftion from the 
point we were then upon. We here dined, and although our repait 
was foon concluded, the delay was irkfome, as we were exceflively anx- 
ious to afcertain the truth, of which we were not long held in fufpenfe. 
For having paffed round the point, we found the inlet to terminate here 
in an extenfive circular compact bay, whofe waters wafhed the bafe of 
mount Rainier, though its elevated fummit was yet at a very confi- 
derable diftance from the fhore, with which it was conneéted by feveral 
ridges of hills rifing towards it with gradual afcent and much regularity. 
The foreft trees and the feveral fhades of verdure that covered the hills 
gradually decreafed in point of beauty until they became invifible; when 
the perpetual clothing of fhow commenced, which feemed to form a 
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horizontal lime from north to fouth along this range of rugged moun- 
tains, from whofe fummit mount Rainier rofe conf{picuoufly, and feemed 
as much elevated above them as they were above the level of the fea; 
the whole producing a moft grand, pitturefque effet. The lower moun- 
tains as they defcended to the right and left, became gradually relieved 
of their frigid garment; and as they approached the fertile woodland 
region that binds the fhores of this inlet in every direftion, produced a 
pleafing variety. We now proceeded to the n.w. in which dire€tion the 
inlet from hence extended, and afforded us fome reafon to believe that it 
communicated with that under the furvey of our other party. This 
opinion was further corroborated by a few Indians, who had in a very 
civil manner accompanied us fome time, and who gave us to under- 
fland that in the north weftern direttion this inlet was very wide and 
extenfive; this they exprefled before we quitted our dinner ftation, by 
opening their arms, and making other figns that we fhould be leda long 
way by purfuing that route; whereas, by bending their arm, or {pread- 
ing out their hand, and pointing to the fpace contained in the curve of 
the arm, or between the fore-finger and thumb, that we fhould find our 
progrefs foon ftopped in the direction which led towards mount Rai- 
mer. The little refpe€t which moft Indians bear to truth, and their 
readinefs to affert what they think is moft agreeable for the moment, or 
to anfwer their own particular wifhes and inclinations, induced me to 
place little dependence on this information, although they could have 
no motive for deceiving us. 

About a dozen of thefe friendly people had tienda at our dinner, 
one part of which was a venifon pafty. Two of them, expreffing a de- 
fire to pafs the line of feparation drawn between us, were permitted to 
do fo. They fat down by us, and ate of the bread and fifh that we gave 
them without the leaft hefitation; but on being offered fome of the veni- 
fon, though they faw us eat it with great relifh, they could not be in- 
~ duced to tafte it. They received it from us with great difguft, and pre- 
fented it round to the reft of the party, by whom it underwent a very 
ftri@ examination. Their conduct on this occafion left no doubt in 
our minds that they believed it to be human flefh, an impreffion which 
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it was highly expedient fhould be done away. To fatisfy them that it 
was the flefh of the deer, we pointed to the fkins of the animal they 
had about them. In reply to this they pointed to each other, and 
made figns that could not be mifunderftood, that it was the flefh of hu- 
man beings, and threw it down in the dirt, with geftures of great aver- 
fion' and difpleafure. “At length we happily convinced them of their 
miftake by fhewing them a haunch we had in the boat, by which means 
they were undeceived, and fome of them ate of the remainder of the 
pye with a good appetite. 

This. behaviour, whilft in fome meafure tending to fubftantiate their 
knowledge or fufpicions that fuch barbarities have exiftence, led us to 
conclude, that the character given of the natives of North- Weft America 
does not attach to every tribe. Thefe people have been reprefented 
not only as accuftomed inhumanly to devour the flefh of their con- 
quered enemies ; but alfo to keep certain fervants, or rather flaves, of 
their own nation, for the fole purpofe of making the principal part of 
the banquet, to fatisfy the unnatural favage gluttony of the chiefs of this 


country, on their vifits to each other. Were fuch barbarities praétifed 


once a month, as is ftated, it would be natural to fuppofe thefe people 
fo inured, would not have fhewn the leaft averfion to eating flefh of 
any defcription; on the contrary, it is not poflible to conceive a great- 
er degree of abhorrence than was manifefted by thefe good people, un- 
til their minds were made perfecily eafy, that it was not human flefh, we 
offered them to eat. This inftance muft neceffarily exonerate at leaft 
this particular tribe from fo barbarous a practice; and, as their affinity 
to the inhabitants of Nootka, and of the fea-coaft, to the fouth of that 
place, in their manners and cuftoms, admits of little difference, it is but 
charitable to hope thofe alfo, on a more minute inquiry, may be found 
not altogether deferving fuch a charaéter. They. are not, however, 
free from the general failing attendant on a favage life. -Qne of them 
having taken a knife and fork to imitate our manner of eating, found 
means to fecrete them under his garment; but, on his being detected, 

gave up his plunder, with the utmoft good humour and unconcern. 
They accompanied us from three or four miferable huts, near the 
place 
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place where we had dined, for about four miles ; during which time they 
exchanged the only things they had to difpofe of, their bows, arrows, 
and {pears, in the moft fair and honeft manner, for hawk’s bells, buttons, 
beads, and fuch ufelefs commodities. 

The firft information of the natives, we found perfeétly corre&t ; and 
it was not long before we had every reafon to give credit to the fecond, 
by finding the inlet divided into two branches, one taking a northerly 
dire€tion towards the fhips, giving that, which, in the morning, we had 
confidered to be the weftern fhore of the main inlet, the appearance of 
an ifland, 8 or g leagues in circuit; the other ftretched to the fouth- 
weftward ; and into which ran a very ftron g tide. Although there was lit- 
tle doubt of our having been preceded in the examination of this branch, 
yet, as the ftrength of the influx indicated its extremity to be at fome 
diftance, I determined, as we were well fupplied for the excurfion, to 
embrace the advantage of fo favorable an opportunity of keeping the 
larboard {hore on board, and of examining fuch inlets as might be found 
leading to the left; that, in the event of Mr. Puget having been unable 
to accomplifh the tafk affigned him, our furvey might be completed 
without another expedition into this region. With the afliftance of the 
{trong tide, we rapidly pafled through a fair navigable channel, near 
half a league wide, with foundings from 24 to 30 fathoms, free from any 
appearance of fhoals, rocks, or other interruptions. The eaftern fhore 
was found nearly ftrait and compaét; but on the weltern, three wide 
openings were feen, whofe terminations were not diftinguifhable ; and 
the ftrength with which the tide flowed into the two northernmoft, induced 
us to confider them as very extenfive. 

Having advanced in a dire€étion s. 32 w. about 3 leagues from the 
fouth, or inner point of entrance, into an opening, fituated m latitude 
_47°194, longitude 237° 42’, we halted about eight in the evening for the 
night, on a {mall ifland, lying about a mile from the eaftern fhore. 
The general character of the fituation in which we had now arrived, 
indicated it to be a continuation of the main branch of the inlet, we 
had been thus long navigating. ‘The infulated appearance of its weftern 


fide, the rapidity of the flood tide, and its increafing width, gave us rea- 
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fon to fuppofe we fhould find it ftill more extenfive. Whilft employed 
in arranging our matters for the night, we difcovered, coming out of 
the fouthernmoft opening, two {mall veffels, which, at firlt, were taken 
for Indian canoes, but, on ufing our glaffes, they were confidered to be 
our two boats. ‘The evening was cloudy; and, clofing in very foon, 
prevented a pofitive decifion. The original idea was, however, fome- 
what confirmed on firing two mufkets, which were not anfwered. 
During the night, we had fome rain, with a frefh gale from the s.£. 
which abated by the morning; the rain ftill continued, but not fo vio- 
lently as to prevent our proceeding. At four o’clock on funday morn- 
ing, we again embarked, and fteered about s.w. by s.; in which di- 
rection the inlet feemed to ftretch to fome diftance; and the appear- 
ance of the fouthern land gave rife to an opinion of its terminating 
in a river. The {pace we had fo confidered was, by feven o'clock, pro- 
ved to be a low fwampy compatt fhore, forming the fouthern extremity 
of the inlet in this dire€tion, about 2 leagues from our laft refting place. 
The inlet here terminated in an expanfive though fhallow bay, acrofs 
which a flat of fand extended upwards of a mile from its fhores; on 
which was lying an immenfe quantity of drift wood, confifting chiefly 
of very large trees. The country behind, for fome diftance, was low, 
then rofe gradually to a moderate height; and, like the eaftern fhores 
of the inlet, was covered with wood, and diverfified with pleafant in- — 
equalities of hill and dale, though not enriched with thofe imaginary 
parks and pleafure grounds we had been accuftomed to behold nearer 
to the fea coaft; the whole prefenting one uninterrupted wildernefs. 
From hence the direétion of the inlet was about N.w. by n., full prefer-— 
ving a confiderable width-; the weftern fhore appearing to be formed by 
a group of iflands. Our progrefs was a little retarded by the rai in 
the forenoon; but, about mid-day the clouds difperfed, though not fuf- 
ficiently early to procure an obfervation for the latitude. We had now 
reached a point on the larboard fhore, where the inlet was again divi- 
ded into two other large branches, one leading to the fouth-weftward, 
the other towards the north. As my plan was to purfue the examina- 
tion of the larboard fhore, the fouth-weft branch became our firft object. 
This 
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This we found divided into two narrow channels, leading to the fouth- 
_ ward, with the appearance of two {mall coves to the northward. Up 
the wefternmoft of the former, about fix miles, we took up our abode 
for the night, which was ferene and pleafant. 

Early in the morning we again ftarted, and foon found the canal 
to terminate about a league from the place where we had flept the 
night before, as the reft had done, in low fwampy ground, with a fhal- 
low fandy bank extending to fome diftance into the canal. Here we 
met, as had been frequently the cafe, a few miferable Indians in their 
temporary habitations ; thefe either had nothing to difpofe of, or were 
not inclined to have intercourfe with us; the latter feemed moft proba- 
ble, as our vifit was not attended with that cordial reception we had 
generally experienced. This however might have been occafioned by 
our having difturbed them unufually early from their reft; we made 
them fome prefents which they accepted very coolly, and having fatis- 
fied ourfelves with the extent of the inlet in this direction we returned, 
and about nine o'clock landed to breakfaft about two miles within the 
main entrance of the fouth-weft branch. We left behind us to the weft- 
ward the appearance of two or three fmall iflands or points, that might 
form fimilar inlets to thofe we had already examined, leading to the 
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fouth. Thefe could be of little extent, as {carcely any vifible tide was . 


found in the narroweft parts. 

From the length of time alfo that the other boats had been abfent previ- 
ous to our departure from the fhips, together with the appearance and di- 
reCtion of the inlet, I entertained little doubt that the greater part of what 
we had feen, as alfo that which we were now leaving unexplored, had un- 
dergone the examination of Mr. Puget and Mr. Whidbey. This induced me 
to return on board, confidering we were now pafling our time to little pur- 
pofe; and as the branch of the main inlet before us {tretching to the north- 
ward, prefented every profpeét of communicating with fome of thofe we 
had paffed on faturday evening, we purfued that route. The fituation we 
quitted this morning, according to my furvey, was in latitude 47° 3, 
longitude 237° 18, about 17 leagues from the fea coaft of New Albion, 
towards which, from the moderate height of the country, there could 
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be little doubt of an eafy intercourfe by land. About noon we landed 
ona point of the eaftern fhore, whofe latitude is 47° 1 54, longitude 
297° 17'L. From hence we proceeded with a pleafant foutherly gale, to af- 
certain if any communication exifted, as we had before conjettured. 
The further we advanced the more doubtful it became, until at length 
about 3 leagues north of the above point, it terminated like all the other 
canals in a {hallow flat before a low fwampy bog. Here we dined, and 
about four in the afternoon fet out on our return by the way we had 
come, purpofing to ftop for the night at a cove a little to the fouth of 
the point we were upon at noon, where we arrived about nine in the 
evening. Mr. Johnftone, who had kept along the weftern fhore in 
order to look into a fmall opening we had pafled in failing down, had 
the advantage by being on the weather fhore, and had arrived a fhort 
time before us. He informed me the opening was very narrow, and 
could extend but a little way before it joined that which we had quitted 
this morning. Whilft he was on fhore for the purpofe of taking the 
neceflary angles, a deer came down to the beach, which Mr. Le Mefu- 
rier, the gentleman who had attended him in the boat,. fired at, and for- 
tunately killed. It proved to be a very fine buck, and afforded our 
people a good frefh meal, which was fome compenfation for the difap- 
pointment we experienced in not finding a paflage home by the route 
we had lately purfued. | 
About day-break, as ufual, on the morning of the 20th, we again 
refumed our voyage towards the fhips, which were now diftant about 
45 miles. Towards noon we landed on the north point of entrance 
into the fecond opening we had paffed on faturday evening; the lati- 
tude of which is 47° 15’. The ftrength of the ebb tide facilitated our 
progrefs, and our conje€tures were foon proved to have -been well. 
founded in this being the fame inlet, which I had directed the other party 
to examine. We were carried with great rapidity for fome time up the 
branch leading to the northward, and through this channel we arrived 
in the evening on board, without feeing any other opening leading to 
the weftward. The land compofing the eaftern fhore of this channel, 
and the weftern fhore of that we had purfued on faturday morning, 
was 
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was now afcertained to be the moft extenfive ifland we had yet met with 
in our feyeral examinations of this coaft; which after my friend Captain 
Vafhon. of the navy, I have diftinguifhed by the name of VAsHon’s 
IsLAND. 

Late on the preceding faturday night, or rather on funday morning, 
our other party had returned. It was them we had feen the firft even- 
ing of our excurfion from the ifland, and they very diftinétly faw our 
fire; but as they did not hear the report of the mufkets, concluded it a 
fire of the natives, not having the leaft idea of any of our boats being 
in that neighbourhood. They had explored all thofe parts of the inlet 
we had pafled by, and found the three openings we left unexamined, the 
firft afternoon, leading to the weftward, to be channels dividing that fhore 
into three iflands ; and thofe we had not attended to on monday morning 
formed two {mall branches leading to the s.w.; the wefternmoft of which 
extends to the latitude of 47°6’, about 2 leagues to the weftward of our 
refearches in that direction ; that in which the deer was fhot communica- 
ted with the s.w. branch of the inlet by a very narrow channel. They 
had alfo pafled the opening we had purfued leading towards mount 
Rainier; but agreeably to my direétions had not profecuted its examina- 
tion; the termination of every other opening in the land they had afcer- 
tained. ‘Thus by our joint efforts, we had completely explored every 
turning of this extenfive inlet; and to commemorate Mr. Puget’s exer- 
tions, the fouth extremity of it I named Pucer’s Sounp. 

The Chatham had failed on monday, and Mr. Whidbey had departed 
in the Difcovery’s launch for the purpofe of carrying into effect the 
orders I had left with Mr. Broughton. 

Mr. Puget had little more to communicate refpetting his late expe- 
dition than what had fallen under my own obfervations, excepting the 
diforderly behaviour of an Indian tribe he had met with at fome dif: 
tance up the firft arm leading to the weftward within the narrows, 
whofe conduét ‘had materially differed from that of the natives in gene- 
sal; and in particular from that of a party confifting of about twenty 
natives whom they had before feen in that route, and who had behaved 
ewith their ufual friendfhip and civility. In this arm they found the fhores 
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in general low and well wooded. About eight in the evening, attended 
by fome of the natives in two canoes, they landed for the night. Thefe 
people could not be invited nearer our party than about an hundred 
yards, where they remained attentive to all the operations until the tents 
were pitched, when it became neceffary to difcharge fome loaded muf- 
kets, the noife of which they heard without any apparent furprize, and 
exclaimed foo! after every report. They foon afterwards paddled away 
to the weftward. The next morning Mr. Puget proceeded up the arm, 
which took a N.£. direétion about a mile wide, narrowing as they ad- 
vanced to one fourth of that width; the foundings were found regular _ 
from 8 to 19 fathoms. In this fituation they faw a canoe making to- 
wards them, on which they refted on their oars to wait its approach. 
The canoe fuddenly ftopped, and no offers of prefents, nor figns of 
friendly inclinations, could induce the Indians to venture near the boat. 
In order to remove their apprehenfions, Mr. Puget faftened fome me- 
dals, copper, and trinkets, to a piece of wood which he left floating on 
the water; and when the boat was at a fufficient diftance, the Indians 
picked it up. After repeating this twice or thrice they ventured, though 
not without fome trepidation, alongfide the boats. In their perfons 
they feemed more robuft than the generality of the inhabitants; moft of 
them had loft their right eye, and were much pitted with the {mall-pox. 
They now attended the boats for a fhort time, and having received fome 
additional prefents, returned to the fhore. The whole of their conduét 
exhibited much fufpicion and diftruft. When any queftion was endea- 
voured to be put to them, they replied by foo / foo! pointing at the 
fame time to a fmall ifland on which the party had breakfafted, and 
where fome birds had been fhot. They feemed well acquainted with 
the value of iron and copper, but would not difpofe of their weapons, 
or any other article in exchange for either. About noon the party 
landed to dine; and whilft they were preparing to haul the feine before: 
a frefh water .brook, fix canoes were feen paddling haftily round the 
point of the cove they were in, and dire€ting their courfe towards: the: 
boats. The fufpicious behaviour of thofe whom they had parted with 
in the morning, rendered it highly expedient that they fhould be: upon 
their 
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their guard againft any hoftile defign of thefe people; on whofe ap- 
proach, a line on the beach was drawn, to feparate the two parties from 
each other; which was readily underftood, and obeyed. They now 
divided their numbers into two fets, one remaining on fhore with their 
bows and quivers, the other retiring to their canoes, where they quietly 
feated themfelves. 

Thus, with every appearance of good order being eftablifhed, the 
officers went to dinner, on an elevated fpot a few yards from the 
water-fide, where the crews were dining in their refpe€tive boats, and 
in readinefs to a€t in cafe of any alarm. On a feventh canoe joining the 
Indian party, thofe on the beach immediately embarked; and the whole 
number, amounting’to twenty-four perfons, evidently entered into a con- 
fultation, during which they frequently pointed to thofe in the boats, as 
well as to the officers on the hill. This conduét tended to increafe the 
fufpicions that their inclinations were otherwife than friendly, however 
imprudent they might deem it, on the prefent moment, to carry their 
intentions into execution. But as our party could not be furprized, 
and as they were ready to at immediately on the defenfive, Mr. Puget 
and the other gentlemen did not confider their fituation alarming, and 
preferred quietly finifhing their repaft, to that of indicating any figns of 
diftruft or apprehenfion, by a precipitate retreat. Towards the con- 
clufion of their conference, three of their canoes were ftealing near to 
the boats ; but, on finding they were difcovered by the officers, inftantly 
returned. At this time, an eighth canoe joined the party; on which all 
of them paddled to the beach, jumped on fhore, and ftrung their bows. 
This was manifeftly preparing for an attack, as they had not ever been 
feen, on.any former occafion, with their bows ftrung. The very man 
who appeared the principal in the canoe, they had met in the morning, 
and with whom fo much trouble was taken to obtain his good opinion, 
now feemed the leader of this party; and, with an arrow acrofs his 
bow in readinefs for immediate ufe, advanced towards the ftation of the 
officers, whilft others of the party were moving that way. Such mea- 
fures however were prudently reforted to, without proceeding to extre- 
mities, as obliged them all to retreat to the line of feparation, where 
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they again held a clofe and long confultation ; and our gentlemen having 
now no object to detain them on fhore, they re-embarked, leaving the 
Indians at the line of feparation, fharpening their arrows and {pears 
on ftones, apparently much inclined, though irrefolute, to attempt ho- 
ftilities. In this undecided ftate of their minds, Mr. Puget thought it 
might anfwer a good purpofe to fire a fwivel, fhotted; the effect of 
which, might teach them to refpett, hereafter, our powers of defence, 
and induce them, on the prefent occafion, to prefer a pacific deport- 
ment, and preferve the lives of many, that muft have been loft, had 


they been fo injudicious as to have commenced an attack. Although, 


on the report of the gun, or the diftant effect of the fhot, which was 
fired over the water, not the leaft vifible aftonifhment or apprehenfion 
was exprefled, yet, the meafure was almoft inftantly attended with every 
expetted good confequence. Their bows were foon unftrung ; and in- 
ftead of their menacing a combat, their weapons became articles of 
traffic, in common with other trifles they had to difpofe of, for copper, 
buttons, knives, beads, and other ornaments; in which friendly inter- 
courfe, they accompanied the boats until towards the evening, when they 
peaceably took their leave, and returned to their home. 

From Mr. Puget I likewife underftood, that, in the courfe of his ex- 
curfion, himfelf and party had vifited, and had received the vifits of 
feveral other tribes of Indians, whofe behaviour had been uniformly 
civil, courteous, and friendly. Why that party, whofe unfriendly in- 
tentions were too evident to be miftaken, fhould have been induced to 
affume, without the leaft provocation, a character fo diametrically oppofite 
to that which, in every other imftance, feemed to govern their general 
conduét, is certainly very myfterious, and renders the foregoing an ex- 
traordinary circumftance, for which it is difficult to account. 

The country we had mutually explored, did not appear, to either ~ 
party, from our tranfient view of it, materially to differ from that which 
has already been defcribed, either in its feveral productions from the 
foil, or in its general appearance of fertility. It did not, however, pof- 
fefs that beautiful variety of landfcape; being an almoft impenetrable 
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wildernefs of lofty trees, rendered nearly impaffable by the underwood, 
which uniformly incumbers the furface. 

By the termimation of the weftern range of {nowy mountains in their 
fouthern direétion, taking place confiderably to the north-weftward, and 
' the more elevated land intercepting the view of fuch mountains as may 
extend from the eaftern range, fouthward of mount Raimier, we were pre- 
fented with more than the whole fouthern horizon of land moderately 
high, extending as far as the eye could reach, diverfified by eminences. 
and vallies, affording a probability of an eafy intercourfe by land with 
the fea coaft; where, fome places of fhelter for fmall veffels yet may pof- 
fibly be found, which, in the event of an eftablihment being formed, 
would prove highly advantageous. 

_ The {carcity of water has before been mentioned as the only difadvan- 
tage that the interior country feemed to labour under; but in Mr. Puget’s 
furvey, a greater fupply of water was found than in the inlets and 
bays that underwent my own particular examination. The country had 
alfo been confidered by us as nearly deftitute of inhabitants ; but this 
opinion we found to be erroneous, from the other party having, by ac- 
cident, fallen in with near an hundred and fifty Indians, and having ifeen 
feveral deferted villages. 

The point near our prefent ftation, forming the Ronit point of the 
bay, hitherto called the Village point, I have diftinguifhed by the name 
of ResTorATION Pornt, having celebrated that memorable event, 
whilft at anchor under it; and from the refult of my obfervations, made 
on the fpot, it is fituated in latitude 47°90’, longitude 297° 46’. Dur- 
ing our ftay the tides were obferved to be materially affected, by the di- 
rection or force of the winds, not only in refpeét to their rife and fall, 
but as to the time of high water. ‘The former feldom exceeded 7 or 
8 feet: and the latter generally took place about 4°10’ after the moon 
paffed the meridian. The variation of the compafs, by fix fets of azi- 
muths taken on board, differing from 18° to 22°, gave the mean refult 
of 19°95 eaft variation. 

Nothing occurring to detain us, on wednefday morning, with a plea- 
fant. foutherly breeze, we directed our courfe to the opening under the 
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examination of Mr. Broughton; the entrance of which lies from Refto- 
ration point, N. 20E., § leagues diftant. The breeze, as was ufual, dy- 
ing away, we advanced very flowly ; towards noon, it was fucceeded by 
a N.w. wind, accompanied with the flood-tide, fo that, by the time 
we had worked up the opening, the ebb tide was returning not only - 
with great ftrength, but attended by a fort of counter tide, or under 
tow, that fo affeéted the fhip, as to render her almoft unmanageable, 
notwithftanding we had a frefh breeze, and were affifted in working in 
by our boats. Having advanced about 3 miles within the entrance, 
which we found about half a league acrofs, and, in the evening, feeing 
no appearance of the Chatham, a gun was fired, which was immediately 
anfwered from behind a point of land, on the ftarboard, or eaftern 
{hore, where, foon afterwards, we faw the Chatham bearing a light at 
her maft-head for our guidance; and, though within the diftance of 2 
miles, it was near midnight before we anchored in 32 fathoms water, 
about a cable’s length from her; not having been able to gain foundings 
with 110 fathoms of line, until we reached this flation. 

The next morning, we found ourfelves about a cable’s length from 
the fhore, in a capacious found; whofe entrance bore by compals from 
5.2 W. to S.30W., about 6 miles from us, from whence it extended in — 
a true N.N.E. dire€tion. To the north was a high round ifland, bearing 
from N. 18 w. to N. 33 W.; on each fide of which an opening was feen 
ftretching to the northward. Thefe openings were feparated by a high 
narrow flip of land, which alfo appeared to be infulated. The eaftern 
fide of the found formed a deep bay, apparently bounded by folid com- 
pact land of a moderate height. 

Mr. Broughton informed me, he had navigated the eaft fide of the | 
round ifland in the brig, and had examined the eaftern fhore of the 
found, which was, as it appeared to be, a compact fhore. Mr. Whid- 
bey, in our launch, accompanied by Lieutenant Hanfon in the Chatham’s, 
had, on the 2oth, been difpatched to the two openings to the northward, 
with dire€tions to examine the right-hand, or eafternmoft, firft; and, on 
finding its termination, to return with fuch information to the Chatham, 
before they proceeded to vifit the other; that, in the event of the Dif- 
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covery’s arrival previous to their return, the veflels might follow them 
in fuch purfuit, obferving to keep on the eaftern fhore until they fhould 
find it divided into two branches. This being the third day of their ab- 
fence, 1t was concluded they had found the eafternmoft opening to be of 
confiderable extent; in confequence of which I determined to follow 
them, but the weather being calm and gloomy, with fome rain, we were 
prevented moving. On alow point of land near the fhip, I obferved the 
latitude to be 47° 57’4, longitude 237° 58’. A light favorable breeze 
{prang up fhortly after noon; but before the anchor was at the fhip’s 
bows it again fell calm, with much rain, which obliged us to remain 
quiet. The Chatham however weighed, and being foon off the bank, 
which does not reach a quarter of a mile from the fhore, was inftantly 
out of foundings, and was driven by the ebb-tide until nine in the even- 
ing to the entrance of the found. At this time a frefh foutherly breeze 
. {pringing up we weighed, and direfted our courfe northward, to pals 
on the weftern fide of the round ifland. 

We had now been ftationary upwards of twenty hours, and during 
that time the tide or current had conftantly fat out; the like was obferved 
by Mr. Broughton during his continuance in the fame place. The fouth- 
erly wind, attended by a heavy fall of rain, foon became fo faint, that 
by eleven at night we had proceeded only 5 miles. Here we were 
obliged to anchor in 20 fathoms water, hard fandy bottom, near half 
way between the ifland and the point that divides the two openings, 
which are about a league afunder. 

About fix inthe morning of june the 1ft, affifted by the flood tide, and 
a light fouth-eafterly wind, we proceeded up the eaftern arm; the en- 
trance of which is about a mile wide, with foundings from 75 to 80 
fathoms, dark fandy bottom. ‘The weather being rainy, calm, or at- 
tended with light variable winds, moft of the forenoon we made little 
_progrefs. During this interval the Chatham gained fome advantage of 
us, and about noon proceeded with a favorable breeze from the fouth- 
ward up the opening. The haze which had obfcured the land all the 
fore part of the day, gave the inlet an extenfive appearance, without 
any vifible termination: but on the fog’s difperfing, it feemed to be 
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clofed in every dire€tion, excepting that by which we had entered; but 
as foundings could not be gained with 50 fathoms of line, we continued 
our courfe up the inlet until about two. o’clock, at which- time we had 
advanced 6 miles from the entrance; and being perfectly fatisfied that 
the inlet finifhed in the manner common to all we had hitherto exa- 
mined, the fignal was made for the Chatham to bring up, and we fhort- 
ened fail accordingly. In a few minutes fhe was difcovered to be 
a-ground, and had made the fignal for afliftance. On this we f{tood to- 
wards her, and anchored about a mile from her in 20 fathoms water, 
fandy bottom, and about half that diftance from the eaftern fhore, which 
was the neareft land. Our boats were immediately fent to her relief; 
but as the tide fubfided very faft, they could only lay out anchors for 
heaving her off on the returning flood. Although the upper part of the 
inlet had appeared to be perfeétly clofed, yet it was not impoffible a 
channel might exift on the weftern or oppofite fhore, which by inter- 
locking points might have been invifible to us on board, and through 
which our abfent party might have found a paflage. To afcertain this 
fact, I went in the yawl, and found the depth of water fuddenly to de- 
creafe on leaving the fhip to 10, 7, and 2 fathoms. We continued our 
refearches in 1 and 2 fathoms water to the oppofite fide, where we 
landed nearly a-breaft of the fhip, and found the fhores of the inlet to be 
ftrait, compact, and about two miles apart. In feveral places we at- 
tempted to land near the upper end, but found.ourfelves as often re- 
pulfed by a flat fandy fhoal, which extended direétly acrofs. The land 
there feemed of a fwampy nature, was thinly wooded, and thought it, was 
the appearance of a fhallow rivulet falling into the fea; further back it 
was more elevated, and the furrounding country being covered with a 
fimilar growth of timber to that before noticed, made us conclude the 
land to be equally fertile. 

This examination perplexed me extremely to account for an error that 
had certainly taken place. For under the conviétion that this inlet had 
been found navigable by the boats, I fhould not have hefitated to have 
profecuted my way hither in the fhip at midnight, in confequence of 
the party not having made any report to the contrary. This could only 
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be attributed toa mifunderftanding of the orders given, or to fome un- 
fortunate accident having befallenthem. The latter we had no reafon 
to apprehend, unlefs from an attack of the Indians, which was not very 
likely to have happened, as we faw not the leaft indication of either per- 
manent or temporary habitations. I called on board the Chatham on 
my return, and was happy to underftand that there was. little pro- 
bability of her receiving any injury, having grounded on a muddy bank; 
and that there was every profpect of her floating off the next tide. In 
founding to lay out their anchors, it became evident that inthe very di- 
re€tion in which they had failed to their then ftation, they had run up- 
wards of half a mile on this bank in 2 fathoms water, in confequence 
of the unpardonable negligence of the man at the lead, who had an- 
nounced falfe foundings, and for which he was defervedly punifhed. 
She was hove off about midnight, and anchored near us without having 
received the leaft damage. 


The Chatham being in readinefs by ten the next morning, with a Saturdays, | 


light northerly breeze, attended with gloomy weather and fome rain, we 
direéted our route back by the way we had come, and it was not until 
three o'clock that we reached the found, where we again anchored in 50 
fathoms, a quarter of a mile from the eaftern fhore, and about fix times 
that diftance to the eaftward of the arm we had quitted, which forms 
an excellent harbour, well fheltered from all winds ; but during our fhort 
{tay there we faw no appearance of any frefh water. Here our pofition 
was before a {mall bay, into which flowed two excellent ftreams, but 
thefe were fo nearly on a level with the fea, that it became neceflary 
either to procure the water at low tide, or at fome diftance up the 
brook ; which latter was eafily effe€ted, as our boats were admitted to 
where the frefh water fell from the elevated land. In this fituation the 
obferved latitude was 48° 2’5, longitude 297° 57’4, being 6 miles s.s. BE. 
from our laft anchorage. 

As there was little doubt now remaining that the party had proceeded 
to the examination of the other inlet, and as the weather was thick and 
hazy with fome rain, a gun was now and then fired to direét: them to 
the fhips in cafe they fhould be on their return. 
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In the courfe of the afternoon we were tolerably fuccefsful with the 


.—— _ feine, as we had alfo been in the above harbour, in taking a quantity 


of fifth fimilar to thofe we procured in port Difcovery. About eight 
in the evening we had the fatisfa€tion of hearing our gun anfwered; 
and at nine the boats fafely returned to the veffels. 

Mr. Whidbey informed me, that on his return from the furvey of 
the port we had quitted in the morning, he faw the Chatham working off 
the eaft end of the round ifland at fo little diftance, that he concluded 
the boats could not have efcaped the obfervation of thofe on board ; 
and under that impreffion, and his anxiety to forward this tedious fer- 
vice, he had availed himfelf of a favorable foutherly wind, and flood 
tide, to profecute his examination of the other branch, whofe entrance 
he had found fomething wider than the harbour we had left, having 60 
fathoms depth of water, with a foft muddy bottom. | Its general direc- 
tion led N.N.w. Having advanced about four miles, they found on a 
low projecting point of the weftern fhore, a village containing a nume- 
rous tribe of the natives. But as my orders, as well as the general 
inclination of the officers, were to prevent by all poffible means the 
chance of any mifunderftanding, it was the uniform praétice to avoid 
landing in the prefence of confiderable numbers ; and as it was now the 
dinner time of our party, Mr. Whidbey very prudently made choice of 
the oppofite fhore, in the hope of making a quiet meal without the com- 
pany of the Indians. _ Having reached the place where they intended to 
Jand, they were met by upwards of two hundred, fome in their canoes 
with their families, and others walking along the fhore, attended by 
about forty dogs in a drove, fhorn clofe to the fkin like fheep. Not- _ 
withftanding their numbers, it was important to land for the purpofe of. ~ 
taking angles; and they had the fatisfaétion of being received on fhore 
with every mark of cordial friendfhip. Mr. Whidbey however, thought 
it prudent to remain no longer m their fociety than was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; and having. finifhed the bufinefs for which he had landed, he 
inftantly embarked, and continued his route up the inlet until the even- 
ing, when he landed for the night about nine miles within its entrance. 


In the morning they again purfued their inquiry, and foon after they 
had 
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had landed to breakfaft, they were vifited by a large canoe full of In- 


dians, who were immediately followed by an hundred more of the na- 


tives, bringing with them the mats for covering their temporary houfes, 


and, feemingly, every other article of value belonging to them. 

On landing, which they did without the leaft hefitation, their behaviour 
was courteous and friendly in the higheft degree. A middle-aged man, 
to all appearance the chief or principal perfon of the party, was fore- 
moft in fhewing marks of the greateft hofpitality ; and perceiving our 
party were at breakfaft, prefented them with water, roafted roots, dried 
fifh, and other articles of food. This perfon, in return, received fome 
prefents, and others were diftributed amongft the ladies and fome of the 
party. The chief, for fo we muft diftinguifh him, had two hangers, 
one of Spanifh, the other of Englifh manufatture, on which he feemed 
to fet a very high value. The fituation’ of the fpot where they had 
landed was delightful; the fhores on each fide the inlet being compofed 
of alow country, pleafingly diverfified by hills, dales, extenfive verdant 
lawns, and clear fpaces in the midft of the foreft, together with the 
cordial reception they had met from the natives, induced Mr. Whidbey 
to continue his examination on fhore; on which occafion he was accom- 
panied by the chief and feveral of the party, who conduéted themfelves 
with the greateft propriety; though with no {mall degree of civil curio- 
fity in examining his clothes, and exprefling a great defire to be fatisfied 
as to the colour of the {kin they covered ;. making figns, that his hands 
and face were painted white, inftead of being black or red like their own; 
but when convinced of their miftake by opening his waiftcoat, their 
- aftonifhment was inexpreffible. From thefe circumftances, and the ge- 
neral tenor of their behaviour, Mr. Whidbey concluded they had not 
before feen any Europeans, though, from the different articles they 
poffeffed, it was evident a communication had taken place; probably, 
by the means of diftinét trading tribes. The people, who had been met 
in that inlet removing with their families, and all their moveable property, 
were not unlikely to be of this commercial defcription ;. particularly, as: 
their voyage was towards the fea-coaft, where, in fome convenient fitu- 


ation near to the general refort of Europeans, they might fix their 
| abode: 
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abode until an opportunity was afforded them to barter their commodi- 
ties for the more valuable produétions of Europe, which are afterwards 
difpofed of to the inhabitants of the interior country at a very exorbi- 


‘tant price. This circumftance tends, in fome degree, to corroborate an 


opinion hazarded on a former occafion to this effect. 

On the boats being ordered in fhore to receive Mr. Whidbey and the 
gentlemen who had attended him in his walk, the launch grounded, which 
was no fooner perceived by the Indian chief, than he was foremoft in 
ufing every exertion to fhove her off. This being effected, and the 
gentlemen embarked, moft of thefe good people took their leave, and 
feemed to part with their newly-acquired friends with great reluctance. 
The chief, and a few others, accompanied our party, until they had ad- 
vanced about fourteen miles from the entrance, when they, very civilly, 
took their departure; here the arm branched off from its former direc- 
tion of about N.N.w., to the weftward, and Nn.r. The latter being the 
objeét of their purfuit, they foon arrived off another extenfive and po- 
pulous village, whence feveral canoes came off with not lefs than feventy 
of the natives in them; and feveral others were feen coming from the dif- 
ferent parts of the fhore. Thofe who approached the boats condutted 
themfelves with the utmoft propriety, fhewing, by repeated invitations 
to their dwellings, the greateft hofpitality, and making figns, that they 
had plenty of food to beftow. In thefe intreaties the ladies were particu- 
larly earneft, and expreffed much chagrin and mortification that their 
offers of civility were declined. As the boats failed paft the village 
thofe in the canoes returned to the fhore. 

The dire€tion which the land took to the N.z. conduéted them toa | 
confiderable branch whofe outer points lie from each other N. 20 w., 
about a league afunder. From its eaftern fhore a fhallow flat of fand, 
on which are fome rocky iflets and rocks, runs out, until within half a 
mile of the weftern fhore, forming a narrow channel, navigated by 
them in nearly a n.n.w. direétion, for about 3 leagues. The depth, at 
its entrance, was 20 fathoms; but gradually decreafed to four, as they 
advanced up the channel which is formed by the weftern fhore, and the 


fand-bank, continuing with great regularity, about half a mile wide, 


to 
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to the latitude of 48°24’, longitude 297° 45’, where it then ceafed to be 
navigable for veflels of any burthen, in confequence of the rocks and 
overfals from g to 20 fathoms deep, and a very irregular and difagree- 
able tide. On meeting thefe impediments, the party returned, with in- 
tention of exploring the opening leading to the weftward. As. they re- 


pafled the village, they were again vifited by their friendly chief, attend- - 


ed by two or three canoes only, who prefented them with a moft wel- 
come fupply of very fine {mall fifh which, in many refpects, refembled, 
and, moft probably were, a {pecies of the fmelt. He accepted, with ap- 
parent pleafure, an invitation into the launch, where he remained with 
Mr. Whidbey until the evening, ate and drank of fuch things as were 
offered with the greateft confidence, and on being made acquainted that 
the party was going to reft, bad them farewell with every mark of re- 
fpeét and friendfhip. 

"In the morning, the examination of the weftern branch was purfued, and 
found to terminate ina very excellent and commodious cove or harbour, 
with regular foundings from 10 to 20 fathoms, good holding ground. _ Its 
weftern extent fituated in latitude 48°17’, longitude 297° 38’, is not more 
than a league from the eaftern:{hore of the main inlet, within the ftraits. 

-On each point of the harbour, which in honor of a particular friend 
I call Penn’s Cove, was a deferted village ; in one of which were 
found feveral fepulchres formed exaétly like a centry box. Some of 
them were open, and contained the fkeletons of many young children 
tied up in bafkets; the {maller bones of adults were likewife noticed,. 
but no one of the limb bones could here be found, which gave rife to 
an opinion that thefe, by the living inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 
were appropriated to ufeful purpofes, fuch as pointing their arrows, 
fpears, or other weapons. The furrounding country, for feveral miles 
in moft points of view, prefented a delightful profpett, confifting chiefly 
of fpacious meadows, elegantly adorned with clumps of trees ; amongft 
which the oak bore a very confiderable proportion, in fize from four to 
‘fix feet in circumference. In thefe beautiful paftures, bordering on an ex- 
panfive fheet of water, the deer were feen playing about in great numbers. 

Nature had here provided the well-ftocked park, and wanted only the affift- 
ance of art to conftitute that defirable aflemblage of furface, which is fo much 
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fought in other countries, and only to be acquired by an immoderate 
expence in manual labour. The foil principally confifted of a rich black 
vegetable mould, lying on a fandy or clayey fubftratum ; the grafs, of 
an excellent quality, grew to the height of three feet, and the ferns, 
which, in the fandy foils, occupied the clear {pots, were nearly twice as 
high. The country in the vicinity of this branch of the fea is, accor- 
ding to Mr. Whidbey’s reprefentation, the fineft we had yet met with, 
notwithftanding the very pleafing appearance of many others; its na- 
tural produétions were luxuriant in the higheft degree, and it was, by no 
means, ill fupplied with ftreams of frefh water. The nuniber of its inha- 
bitants he eftimated at about fix hundred, which I fhould fuppofe would 
exceed the total of all the natives we had before feen; the other parts 
of the found did not appear, by any means, fo populous, as we had been 
vifited by one {mall canoe only, in which were five of the natives, who 
civilly furnifhed us with fome {mall fiflh. The character and appearance 
of their feveral tribes here feen did not feem to differ in any material 
refpeét from each other, or from thofe we have already had occafion to 
mention. 

A fortnight had now been dedicated to the examination of this inlet ; 
which I have diftinguifhed by the name of ApmirALTY INLET: we 
had ftill to return about forty miles through this tedious inland naviga- 
tion, before we could arrive on a new field of inquiry. The broken 
appearance of the region before us, and the difficulties we had already 
encountered in tracing its various fhores, inconteflibly proved, that the 
objeét of our voyage could alone be accomplifhed by very flow degrees. 
Perfeétly fatisfied with the arduoufnefs of the tafk in which we were en- 
gaged, and the progrefs we were likely to make, I became anxioufly fo- 
licitous to move the inftant an opportunity fhould ferve. The two fol- 
lowing days were however unfavorable to that purpofe, and after the 
great fatigue our people had lately undergone, were well appropr ated to 
holidays. On funday all hands were employed in fifhing with tolerably 
good fuceefs, or in taking a little recreation on fhore ; pudaon monday 
they were ferved as good a dinner as we were able to provide them, with 
double allowance of grog to drink the Tangs health, it being the anni- 
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verfary of His Majefty’s birth; on which aufpicious day, I had long 
fince defigned to take formal poffeffion of all the countries we had late- 
ly been employed in exploring, in the name of, and for His Britannic 
Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors. 

To execute this purpofe, accompanied by Mr. Broughton, and fome 
of the officers, I went on fhore about one o'clock, purfuing the ufual 
formalities which are generally obferved on fuch occafions, and under 
the difcharge of a royal falute from the veffels, took poffeffion accor- 
dingly of the coaft, from that part of New Albion, in the latitude of 
39° 20' north, and longitude 236° 26’ eaft, to the entrance of this inlet of 
the fea, faid to be the fuppofed ftraits of Inan de Fuca ; as likewife all 
the coaft iflands, &c. within the faid ftraits, as well on the northern as 
on the fouthern fhores ; together with thofe fituated in the interior fea 
we had difcovered, extending from the faid ftraits, in various dire€tions, 
between the north-weft, north, eaft, and fouthern quarters; which in- 
terior fea I have honored with the name of Tut Guupu or Georcia, 
and the continent binding the faid gulph, and extending fouthward to 
the 45th degree of north latitude, with that of New Grorera, in ho- 
nor of His prefent Majefty. This branch of Admiralty inlet obtained 
the name of Possess1oN SOuND;; its weftern arm, after Vice Admiral 
Sir Alan Gardner, I diftinguifh by the name of Port GarpDNeEr, and 
its {maller or eaftern one by that of Port Susan, 
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Quit Admiralty inlet and proceed to the northward—Anchor in Birch bay— 
Profecute the furvey in the boats—Meet two Spanyh veffels—Aftronomical 
and nautical obfervations. 


oes ne re en ee ot ors 


A Light breeze fpringng up from the n.w. about feven in the 
morning of tuefday the 5th of june, we failed down Poffeflion found. 
This wind brought with it, as ufual, ferene and pleafant weather. Whilft 
we were paffing gently on, the chief, who had {hewn fo much friendly 
attention to Mr, Whidbey and his party, with feveral of his friends came 
on board, and prefented us with fome fruit and dried fifh. He entered 
the fhip with fome relu€tance, but was no fooner on deck than he feemed 
perfeétly reconciled ; and with much inquifitive earneftnefs regarded the 
furrounding objets, the novelty of which feemed to fill his mind with 
furprife and admiration. The unaffected hofpitable attention he had 
{hewn our people, was not likely upon this occafion to be forgotten. 
After he had vifited the different parts of the fhip, at which he expreffed 
the greateft aftonifhment, I prefented him and his friends with an af- 
fortment of fuch things as they efteemed to be moft valuable; and then 
they took their leave, feemingly highly pleafed with their reception. 

The n.w. wind was unfavorable after we were clear of Poffeffion 
found, and obliged us to work to windward, which difcovered to us a 
fhoal lying in a bay, juft to the weftward of the north point of entrance 
into the found, a little diftance from the fhore. It fhews itfelf above 
water, and 1s difcoverable by the foundings gradually decreafing to 10, 
7, and 5 fathoms, and cannot be confidered as any material impediment 
to the navigation of the bay. As the ebb-tide was greatly in our favour, 
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I did not wait to examine it further, but continued plying to windward 
until midnight, when being unable to gain any ground againft the 
ftrength of the flood, we anchored in 22 fathoms water about half a 
mile from the weftern fhore of Admiralty inlet, and about half way be- 
tween Oak cove and Marrow-ftone point; the Chatham having an- 
chored before us fome diftance aftern. 

The ebb again returned at the rate of about 3 miles per hour; but 
as it was calm we did not move until the n.w. wind fet in about feven in 
the morning, when we worked out of the inlet. 

'” Having reached its entrance, we were met by feveral canoes from the 
weftward. Some of the headmoft, when they had advanced near to the 
fhip made figns of peace, and came alongfide, giving us to underftand 
that their friends behind wifhed to do the fame, and requefting we would 
fhorten fail for that purpofe. They feemed very folicitous to diffuade 
us from proceeding to the northward by very vociferous and vehement 
arguments; but as their language was completely unintelligible, and 
their wifhes not appertaining to the objeét of our purfuit fo far as we 
were enabled to comprehend their meaning, we treated their advice 
with perfeét indifference, on which they departed, joined the reft of their 
countrymen, and proceeded up Admiralty inlet, whofe north point, called 
by me Pornr ParrrinGe, is fituated in latitude 48° 16’, longitude 
237° 91’, and is formed by a high white fandy cliff, having one of the ver- 
dant lawns on either fide of it. Paffing at the diftance of about a mile 
from this point we very fuddenly came on a {mall {pace of 10 fathom wa- 
, ter, but immediately again increafed our depth to 20 and go fathoms. 
After advancing a few miles along the eaftern fhore of the gulph, we 
found no effeét either from the ebb or flood tide, and the wind being 
light and variable from the northward, at three in the afternoon we were 
obliged to anchor in 20 fathoms water, fandy bottom. 
_* In this fituation New Dungenefs bore by compals s. 54 w.; the eaft 
point of Proteétion ifland s.15 w.; the weft pomt of Admiralty inlet, 
which after my much efteemed friend Captain George Wilfon of the 
navy, I diftinguifhed by the name of Point Witson, s. 35 £. fitu- 
ated in latitude 48° 10, longitude 237° 31’; the neareft fhore eaft, two 
Paps leagues 
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leagues diftant; a low fandy ifland, forming at its weft end a low cliff, 
above which fome dwarf trees are produced from N. 26 w. to N. 40W.; 
and the propofed ftation for the veflels during the examination of the 
continental fhore by the boats, which, from Mr. Broughton who had 
vifited it, obtained the name of SrRAWBERRY Bay, N.11 Ww. at the 
diftance of about 6 leagues, fituated in a region apparently much broken 
and divided by water. Here we remained until feven in the evening ; 
we then weighed, but with fo little wind, that after having drifted to the 
fouthward of our former ftation, we were obliged again to anchor until 
fix the next morning, when we made an attempt to proceed, but were 
foon again compelled to become ftationary near our laft fituation. 
On reflecting that the fummer was now faft advancing, and that the 
progrefs of the veflels occafioned too much delay, I determined, rather 
than lofe the advantages which the prevailing favorable weather now 
afforded for boat expeditions, to difpatch Mr. Puget in the launch, 
and Mr. Whidbey in the cutter, with a week’s provifions, in order 
that the fhores fhould be immediately explored to the next intended fta- 
tion of the veflels, whither they would proceed as foon as circum- 
{tances would allow. In this arrangement I was well aware, it could 
not be confidered judicious to part with our launch, whilft the {hip re- 
mained in a tranfitory unfixed ftate in this unknown and dangerous 
navigation; yet fhe was fo effentially neceflary to the protection of our 
detached parties, that I refolved to encounter fome few difficulties on 
board, rather than fuffer the delay, or lofe fo valuable an opportunity 
for the profecution of the furvey. In directing this, orders were given 
not to examine any openings to the north-weftward, beyond Straw- 
berry bay, but to determine the boundaries of the continental fhore 
leading to the north and eaftward, as far as might be praéticable to its 
parallel, whither they were to refort after performing the tafk-afligned. 
On this fervice they departed, and direéted their courfe for the firft 


opening on the eaftern fhore about g or 4 leagues diftant, bearing by 


compa{s from the fhip n. by E. 
Having repaired to the low fandy ifland already noticed, for the 
purpofe of taking fome angles, I found fome rocks lying on its wef- 
tern 
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tern fide nearly three quarters of a mile from its fhores ; and: that the 
eaf{tern part of it was formed by a very narrow low fpit of land, over 
which the tide nearly flowed. Its fituation is in latitude 48° 24’, longi- 
tude 237° 26'4. Amongft the various bearings that here it became ne- 
ceflary to take, were thofe of the two remarkably high fhowy moun- 
tains fo frequently mentioned. Mount Baker bore n, 63 E.; mount 
Rainier 8. 27 £.; and from a variety of obfervations purpolely made for 
fixing their refpeétive fituations, it appeared that mount Baker was in 
latitude 48° 30', longitude 238° 20’, and mount Rainier in latitude 
47° 3, longitude 238° 21’. To the fouthward of thefe were now feen 
two other very lofty, round, {nowy mountains, lying apparently in the 
fame north and fouth direction, or nearly fo; but we were unable to 
afcertain their pofitive fituation. The fummits of thefe were vifible 


only at two or three ftations in the fouthern parts of Admiralty inlet ; 


they appeared to be covered with perpetual fnow as low down as we 
were enabled to fee, and feemed as if they rofe from an extenfive plain 
of low country. 

When due attention is paid to the range of {nowy mountains that 
ftretch to the fouthward from the bafe of mount Rainier, a probability 
arifes of the fame chain being continued, fo as to conneét the whole in 
one barrier along the coaft, at uncertain diftances from its fhores; al- 
though intervals may exift in the mdge where the mountains may not 
be fufficiently elevated to have been difcernible from our feveral ftations. 
The like effet is produced by the two former mountains, whofe im- 
menfe height permitted their appearing very confpicuoufly, long before 
we approached fufficiently near to diftinguifh the intermediate range of 
rugged mountains that conneét them, and from whofe fummits their 
bales originate. 

About fix in the evening, with a light breeze from the s.w. we 
weighed and ftood to the northward; but after having advanced about 
11 miles, the wind became light and obliged us to anchor about nine 
that evening, in 37 fathoms water, hard bottom, in fome places rocky ; 
in this fituation we were detained by calms until the afternoon of the 
following day. Our obferved latitude, here, was 48° 29, longitude 
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937° 99': the country, occupying the northern horizon in all direétions, 
appeared to be excefflively broken, and infular. Strawberry bay bore, 
by compals, N. 10 w., about 9 leagues diftant; the opening on the con- 


tinental fhore, the firft obje€t for the examination of the detached party, 


with fome fmall rocky iflets before its entrance that apr ae very nar- 
row, bore, at the diftance of about 5 miles, s. 87 E. ; point Partridge 
$21 §.; the low fandy ifland fouth; the fouth part of the wefternmoft 
fhore, which is compofed of iflands and rocks, s. 37 w., about 2 miles 
diftant ; the neareft fhore was within about a mile; a very dangerous 
funken rock, vifible only at low tide, lies off from a low rocky point 
on this fhore, bearing N.79 W.; and a very unfafe clufter of {mall rocks, 
fome conftantly, and others vifible only near low water, bore N. 1 5W- 
about 2+ miles diftant. 

This country prefented a very different afpe€t from that which we 
had been accuftomed to behold further fouth. The fhores now before 
us, were compofed of fleep rugged rocks, whofe furface varied exceed- 
ingly in refpeét to height, and exhibited little more than the barren rock, 
which’ in fome places produced a little herbage of a dull colour, with 


-a few dwarf trees. 


With a tolerably good breeze from the north, we weighed about three 
in the afternoon, and with a flood tide, turned up into Strawberry bay, 
where, in about three hours, we anchored in 16 fathoms, fine fandy: 
bottom. This bay is fituated on the weft fide of an ifland, which, pro- . 
ducing an abundance of upright cyprefs, obtained the name of Cy- 
press Istanp. The bay is of fmall extent, and not very deep ; 
fouth point bore by compafs s. 4o8.; a {mall iflet, forming oa 
the north point of the bay, round which is a clear good paflage welt ; 
and the bottom of the bay eaft, at the diftance of about three quarters 
of a mile. This fituation, though very commodious, in refpect to the 
fhore, is greatly expofed to the winds, and fea in a s.s.£. direction. 

In confequence of the wind ceafing, the Chatham, whilft endeavour- 
ing to gain this anchorage was, by a very flrong. flood tide, driven to 


‘we ba remaya of the ifland, where fhe was compelled to anchor. The 


next morning, I received from Mr, Broughton a letter acquainting me, 
that, 
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that, having been obliged to anchor on a rocky bottom, on account of 
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the paeiiey and ane of the tide, their {tream cable had been wee, 


cut through by the rocks; and that, after feveral attempts to recover 
the anchor, the rapidity of the tide had rendered all their efforts ineffec- 
tual; and he was very apprehenfive that, remaining longer in that fitu- 
ation, for the purpofe of repeating his endeavours, might endanger the 
lofs alfo of the bower anchor, by whieh they were then riding. In 
reply, I defired, if the anchor could not be regained by the next flack 
tide, that they would defift, rather than run a rifk of ftill greater im- 
portance. 

A fine fandy beach, forming the fhores of the bay, gave us the hope 
of procuring a good fupply ws fifh, as the Chatham, on her former vilit, 
had been very fuccefsful; we were, however, unfortunately miftaken; 
the feine was repeatedly hauled, but to no effet. 


The Chatham arrived m the bay on funday morning, with the lofs of Sunday 10, 


her ftream anchor; and in the afternoon the boats returned from their 
furvey. 


From the officers, I patie acquainted, that the firft inlet communi-. 


cated with port Gardner, by a very narrow and intricate channel, which, 
for a confiderable diftance, was not forty yards in width, and abounded 
with rocks above and beneath the furface of the water. Thefe impe- 
diments, in addition to the great rapidity and irregularity of the tide, 
rendered the paflage navigable only for boats or veflels of very {mall 
burthen. This determined all the eaftern fhore of the gulph, from the 
s.w. point of this pafflage, in latitude 48°27’, longitude 237°37’, to the 
north point of entrance into Pofleffion found, in latitude 47° 59’, lon- 
gitude 237°47’, to be an ifland, which, in its broadeft part, is about ten 
miles acrofs; and in eonfequence of Mr. Whidbey’s circumnavigation, I 
diftinguifhed it by the name of Wuripsey’s Istanp: and this northern 
pals, iene into port Gardner, Decrrprion PassaGe. 

Hence they proceeded to the examination of the continental coaft 
leading to the northward, and entered what appeared to be a f{pacious 
found, or opening, extending widely m three directions to the eaftward 
of our prefent ftation. One, leading to the fouthward, and another, to 
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the eaftward, they examined, and found them to terminate alike in deep 
bays affording good anchorage, though inconvenient communication 
with the fhores; particularly towards the head of each bay, on ac- 
count of a fhallow flat of fand or mud, which met them at a confidera- 
ble diftance from the land. Having fixed the boundaries of the conti- 
nent as far to the north as the latitude of this ifland, agreeably to their 
direGtions, they returned, leaving unexplored a large opening which took 
a northern direétion, as alfo the fpace that appeared to be the main 
arm of the gulph, to the north-weftward, where the horizon was un- 
bounded, and its width feemed very confiderable. The country they 
had feen to the north-eaft of Deception paflage, 1s much divided by wa- 
ter, and bore nearly the fame fteril appearance with that of our prefent 
fituation ; excepting near the heads of the two large bays, which they 
had examined on the continental fhore. There the land was of a mo- 
derate height, unoccupied by rocky precipices, and was well wooded 
with timber. In the courfe of this expedition, feveral deferted villages 
had been feen, and fome of the natives met with, who differed not, in 
any material particular, as to their perfons nor in their civil and hof- 
pitable deportment, from thofe we had been fo happy, on former occa- 
fions, to call our friends. 

As our prefent anchorage was much expofed, and fupplied us with 
no fort of refrefhment, excepting a few fmall wild onions or leeks, I de- 
termined, on this information, to proceed with the veffels up the gulph, 
to the n.w. in queft of a more commodious fituation, from whence Mr. 
Whidbey might be difpatched, to complete the examination of the arm 
which had been left unfinifhed, and another party, to profecute their 
inquiries to the N.w., or in fuch other direction as the gulph might 
take. 

With a light breeze from the s.z., about four o’clock the next morn- 
ing we quitted this ftation, and paffed between the fmall ifland and the 
north point of the bay to the north-weftward, through a clufter of nume- 
rous iflands, rocks, and rocky iflets. On Mr. Broughton’s firft vifit hither, 
he found a great quantity of very excellent {trawberries, which gave 
it the name of Strawberry bay; but, on our arrival, the fruit feafon 

was 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


was paffed. The Bay affords good and fecure anchorage, though fome- 
what expofed; yet, im fair weather, wood and water may be eafily pro- 
cured. The ifland of Cyprefs is principally compofed of high rocky 
mountains, and fteep perpendicular cliffs, which, in the center of Straw- 
berry bay, fall a little back, and the fpace between the foot of the moun- 
tains and the fea-fide is occupied by low marfhy land, through which 
are feveral {mall runs of moft excellent water, that find their way into 
the bay by oozing through the beach. It is fituated in latitude 48°364, 
longitude 237°34’.. The variation of the compafs, by eighteen fets of 
azimuths differmg from 18° to 21° taken on board, and on fhore, fince 
our departure from Admiralty inlet, gave the mean refult of 19° 5’ eaft- 
wardly. The rife and fall of the tide was inconfiderable, though the 
ftream was rapid: the ebb came from the eaft, and it was high water 
2" 97’ after the moon had paffed the meridian. 

We proceeded firft to the north-eaftward, pafling the branch of the 
gulph that had been partly examined, and then direéted our courfe to 
the n.w., along that which appeared a continuation of the continental 
hore, formed by low fandy cliffs, rifing from a beach of fand and ftones. 
The country moderately elevated, {tretched a confiderable diftance from 
the N:w: round to the fouth-eaftward, before it afcended to join the 
range of rugged, {nowy mountains. This connected barrier, from the 
bafe of mount Baker, ftill continued very lofty, and appeared to extend 
in a dire€tion leading to the weftward of north. The foundings along 
the fhore were regular, from. 12 to 25 and go fathoms, as we approach- 
- ed, or increafed our diftance from, the land, which feldom exceeded two 
miles: the oppofite fide of the gulph to the fouth-weftward, compofed 
of numerous iflands, was at the diftance of about 2 leagues. As the day 
advanced, the s. rE. wind gradually died away, and; for fome hours, we 
remained nearly ftationary. 

In the evening a light breeze favoring the plan I had in contempla- 
tion, we fteered for a bay that prefented itfelf, where about fix o’clock 
we anchored in 6 fathom water, fandy bottom, half a mile from the 
fhore. The points of the bay bore by compafs s. 32 w. and N.:72 w.; 
the wefternmoft part of that which we confidered to be the main land 
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welt, about 3 leagues diftant; to the fouth of this point appeared ‘the 
principal direction of the gulph, though a very confiderable arm feemed 
to branch from it to the north-eaftward. As foon as the fhip was fe- 
cured, I went in a boat to infpett the fhores of the bay, and found, with 
litle trouble, a very convenient fituation for our feveral neceffary du- 
ties on fhore; of which the bufinefs of the obfervatory was my chief 
object, as I much wifhed for a further trial of the rate of the chrono- 
meters, now that it was probable we fhould remain at reft a fufficient 
time to make the requifite obfervations for that purpofe. Mr. Brough- 
ton received my direétions to this effeét, as alfo, that the veffels fhould 
be removed, the next morning, about a mile further up the Bay to the 
N.E., where they would be more conveniently ftationed for our feveral 
operations on fhore; and as foon as the bufinefs of the obfervatory 
fhould acquire a degree of forwardnefs, Mr. Whidbey in the Difcovery’s 
cutter, attended by the Chatham’s launch, was to proceed to the exami- 
nation of that part of the coaft unexplored to the s.z.; whilft myfelf 
i the yawl, accompanied by Mr. Puget in the launch, direéted our re- 
fearches up the main inlet of the gulph. 

Matters, thus arranged, with a week’s provifion in each boat, I depart- 
ed at five oclock on tuefday morning. The moft northerly branch, 
though attraéting our firlt attention, caufed little delay ; it foon termi- 
nated in two open bays; the fouthernmoft, which is the fmalleft, has 
two {mall rocks lying off its fouth point; it extends ina circular form to 
the eaftward, with a fhoal of fand projecting fome diftance from its fhores. 
This bay affords good anchorage from 7 to 10 fathoms water: the other is 
much larger, and extends to the northward; thefe, by noon, we had 
paffed round, but the fhoals attached to the fhores of each, and parti- 
eularly to thofe of the latter, prevented our reaching within 4 or 5 miles 
of their heads. The point conflituting the weft extremity of thefe bays, 
is that which was feen from the fhip, and confidered as the weftern part of 
the main land, of which it is a {mall portion, much elevated at the fouth 
extremity of a very low narrow peninfula; its higheft part is to the s.z., 
formed by high white fand cliffs falling perpendicularly into the fea; from 
whence a fhoal extends to the diftance of half a mile round it, joining 
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thofe of the larger bay; whilft its fouth-weft extremity, not more than a 
mile in an eaft and weft direction from the former, is one of thofe low 
projecting fandy points, with 10 to 7 fathoms water, within a few yards 
of it. From this point, fituated in latitude 48°57’, longitude 237° 20%, 
(which I diftinguifhed by the name of Poinr RosBerrs, after my 
efteemed friend and predeceffor in the Difcovery) the coaft takes a di- 
re€tion N. 28 w., and prefented a tafk of examination to which we con- 
ceived our equipment very unequal. That which, from hence, appeared 
the northern extreme of the continental fhore, was a low bluff point, 
that feemed to form the fouthern entrance into an extenfive found, bear- 
ing N. 25 w., with broken land ftretching about 5° farther to the weft- 
ward, Between this direétion and nN. 79 w., the horizon feemed unin- 
terrupted, excepting by the appearance of a fmall though very high 
round ifland, lying N. 52 w., apparently at the diftance of many leagues. 
Having thus early examined and fixed the continental fhore to’ the fur- 
theft point feen from the fhip, I determined to profecute our inquiries 
to the utmoft limits that care and frugality could extend our fupplies; 
and, having taken the neceffary angles, we proceeded, but foon found 
our progrefs along the eaftern or continental fhore materially impeded 
by a fhoal that extends from point Roberts n. 80 w. 7 or 8 miles, then 
{tretches N. 35 w. about 5 or 6 miles further, where it takes a norther- 
ly direétion towards the above low bluff point. Along the edge of this 
bank we had foundings from 10 to 1 fathom, as we increafed or de- 
creafed our diftance from the eaftern fhore; to approach which all our 
endeavours were exerted to no purpofe, until nine in the evening, when 
the fhoal, having forced us nearly into the middle of the gulph, we ftood 
over to its weftern fide, in order to land for the night, and to cook 
our provifions for the enfuing day, which being always performed by 
thofe on watch during the night, prevented any delay on that account, 
in the day time. As we ftood to the weftward, our depth foon increafed 
to 15 fathoms, after which we gained no bottom until we reached the 
weftern fhore of the gulph, where, on our arrival about one o'clock in 
the morning, it was with much difficulty we were enabled to land on 
the fleep rugged rocks that compofe the coaft, for the purpofe of cook- 
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ing only, and were compelled, by this unfavorable circumftance, to 
remain and {leep in the boats. 
About five on wednefday morning, we again direéted our courfe to 


the eaftern fhore, and landed about noon, on the above-mentioned low 


bluff point. This, as was fufpeéted, formed the fouth point of a very 


extenfive found, with a {mall arm leading to the eaftward: the {pace, 


which feemed to be its main direction, and appeared very extenfive, 
took a northerly courle. The obferved latitude here was 49° 19’, lon- 
gitude 237°6', making this point (which, in compliment to my friend 
Captain George Grey of the navy, was called Point Grey) 7 leagues 
from point Roberts. The intermediate fpace is occupied by very low 
land, apparently a fwampy flat, that retires feveral miles, before the 
country rifes to meet the rugged {nowy mountains, which we found ftill 
continuing in a direétion nearly along the coaft. This low flat being 
very much inundated, and extending behind point Roberts, to join the 
low land in the bay to the eaftward of that point ; gives its high land, 
when feen at a diftance, the appearance of an ifland: this, however, is 
not the cafe, notwith{tanding there are two openings between this point 
and point Grey. Thefe can only be navigable for canoes, as the fhoal 
continues along the coaft to the diftance of feven or eight miles from the 
fhore, on which were lodged, and efpecially before thefe openings, iss 
of wood, and ftumps of trees innumerable. 

From point Grey we proceeded firft up the eaftern branch of the 
found, where, about a league within its entrance, we paffed to the north- 
ward of an ifland which nearly terminated its extent, forming a paflage 
from 10 to 7 fathoms deep, not more than a cable’s length in width. 
This ifland lying exaétly acrofs the canal, appeared to form a fimilar 
paflage to the fouth of it, with a fmaller ifland lying before it. From 
thefe iflands, the canal, in width about half a mile, continued its direc- 
tion about eaft. Here we were met by about fifty Indians, in their 
canoes, who conducted themfelves with the greateft decorum, and civility, 
prefenting us with feveral fifh cooked, and undreffed, of the fort already 
mentioned as refembling the fmelt. Thefe Bead people finding we were 

inclined 


ROUND: THE) WOR LID! 


inclined to make fome return for their hofpitality, fhewed much under- 
ftanding in preferring iron to copper. 

For the fake of the company of our new friends, we ftood on under 
an eafy fail, which encouraged them to attend us fome little diftance up 
the arm. The major part of the canoes twice paddled forward, affem- 
bled before us, and each time a conference was held. Our vifit and 
appearance were moft likely the objeéts of their confultation, as our mo- 
tions on thefe occafions feemed to engage the whole of their attention. 
The fubjeét matter, which remained a profound fecret to us, did not 
appear of an unfriendly nature to us, as they foon returned, and if pof- 
fible, expreffed additional cordiality and refpeét. This fort of conduét 
always creates a degree of fufpicion, and fhould ever be regarded with a 
watchful eye. In our fhort intercourfe with the people of this conntry 
we have generally found thefe confultations take place, whether their 
numbers were great or {mall; and though I have ever confidered it pru- 
dent to be cautioufly attentive on fuch occafions, they ought by no 
means to be confidered as indicating at all times a pofitive intention of 
concerting hoftile meafures ; having witnefled many of thefe conferences, 
without our experiencing afterwards any alteration im their friendly dif- 
pofition. This was gow the cafe with our numerous attendants, who 
gradually difperfed as we advanced from the ftation where we had 
firft met them, and three or four canoes only accompanied us up a na- 
vigation which, in fome places, does not exceed an hundred and fifty 
yards in width. 

We landed for the night about half a league from the head of the inlet, 
and about 9 leagues from its entrance. Our Indian vifitors remained 
with us until by figns we gave them to underftand we were going to reft, 
and after receiving fome acceptable articles they retired, and by means 
of the fame language, promifed an abundant fupply of fifh the next 
day ; our feine having been tried in their prefence with very little fuc- 
cefs. A great defire was manifefted by thefe people to imitate our ac- 
tions, efpecially in the firing of a mufket, which one of them performed, 
though with much fear and trembling. They minutely attended to all 
our tranfactions, and examined the colour of our fkins with infinite cu- 
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riofity. In other refpeéts they differed little from the generality of the 
natives we had feen: they poffefled no European commodities, or trin- 
kets, excepting fome rude ornaments apparently made from fheet cop- 
per; this circumftance, and the general tenor of their behaviour, gave 
us reafon to conclude that we were the firft people from a civilized 
country they had yet feen. Nor did it appear that they were nearly 
conneéted, or had much intercourfe with other Indians, who traded 
with the European or American adventurers. 

The fhores in this fituation were formed by fleep rocky cliffs, that 
afforded no convenient {pace for pitching our tent, which compelled us 
to fleep in the boats. Some of the young gentlemen however prefer- 
ring the ftony beach for their couch, without duly confidering the line 
of high water mark, found themfelves incommoded by the flood tide, of 
which they were not apprized until they were nearly afloat; and one of 
them flept fo found, that I believe he might have been conveyed to 
fome diftance, had he not been awakened by his companions. 

Perfetily fatisfied with our refearches in this branch of the found, at 
four the next morning we retraced our paflage in; leaving on the north- 
ern fhore, a fmall opening extending to the northward with two little 
iflets before it of little importance, whilft we had a grander object in 
contemplation ; and more particularly fo, as this arm or canal could not 
be deemed navigable for fhipping. The tide caufed no ftream; the co- 
lour of its water after we had paffed the ifland the day before, was 
perfeétly clear, whereas that in the main branch of the found, extending 
nearly half over the gulph, and accompanied by a rapid tide, was nearly 
colourlefs, which gave us fome reafon to fuppofe that the northern branch 
of the found might poffibly be difcovered to terminate in a river of 
confiderable extent. 

As we paffed the fituation from whence the Indians had firft vifited us the 
preceding day, which is a fmall border of low marfhy land on the north- 
ern fhore, interfe€ted by feveral creeks of frefh water, we were in. ex- 
pectation of their company, but were difappointed, owing to our tra- 
velling fo foon in the morning. Moft of their canoes were hauled up 
into the creeks, and two or three only of the natives were {een ftrag- 
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gling about on the beach. None of their habitations could be difco- 
vered, whence we concluded that their village was within the foreft. 
Two canoes came off as we paffed the ifland, but our boats being under 
fail, with a frefh favorable breeze, I was not inclined to halt, and they 
almoft immediately returned. 

The fhores of this canal, which after Sir Harry Burrard of the navy 
I have diftinguifhed by the name of BuRRrarp’s CANAL, may be con- 
fidered, on the fouthern fide, of a moderate height, and though rocky, 
well covered with trees of large growth, principally of the pine tribe. 
On the northern fide, the rugged fnowy barrier, whofe bafe we had now 
nearly approached, rofe very abruptly, and was only proteéted from the 
wafh of the fea by a very narrow border of low land. By feven o’clock 
we had reached the n.w. point of the canal, which forms alfo the fouth 
point of the main branch of the found: this alfo, after another parti- 
cular friend, I called Poinr ATxkinson, fituated north from point 
Grey, about a league diftant. Here the oppofite point of entrance into 
the found bore by compafs weft, at the diftance of about 3 miles; and 
nearly in the center between thefe two points, isa low rocky ifland produ- 
cing fome trees, to which the name of PAssAGE IsLaNnpD was given. We 
paffed in an uninterrupted channel to the eaft of it, with the appearance 
of an equally good one on the other fide. 

Quitting point Atkinfon, and proceeding up the found, we paffed on the 
weftern fhore fome {mall detached rocks, with fome funken ones amongtft 
them, that extend about two miles, but are not fo far from the fhore as to 
impede the navigation of the found; up which we made a rapid pro- 
grefs, by the affiftance of a frefh foutherly gale, attended with dark 
gloomy weather, that greatly added to the dreary profpett of the fur- 
rounding country. The low fertile fhores we had been aceuftomed to fee, 
though lately with fome interruption, here no longer exifted; their 
place was now occupied by the bafe of the ftupendous fnowy barrier, 
thinly wooded, and rifing from the fea abruptly to the clouds; from 
whofe frigid fummit, the diffolving {now in foaming torrents rufhed 
down the fides and chafims of its rugged furface, exhibiting altogether a 


fublime, though gloomy fpeétacle, which animated nature feemed to 
have 
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have deferted. Not a bird, nor living creature was to be feen, and the 
roaring of the falling cataraéts in every direction precluded their being 
heard, had any been in our neighbourhood. 

Towards noon I confidered that we had advanced fome miles within . 
the weftern boundary of the {nowy barrier, as fome of its rugged lofty 
mountains were now behind, and to the fouthward of us. This filled 
my mind with the pleafing hopes of finding our way to its eaftern fide. 
The fun fhining at this time for a few minutes afforded an opportunity 
of afcertaining the latitude of the eaft point of an ifland which, from the 
fhape of the mountain that compofes it, obtained the name of ANVIL 
IsLanp, tobe 40° 30%, its longitude 237° 3’. We pafled an ifland in the 
forenoon lying on the eaftern fhore, oppofite to an opening on the wel- 
tern, which evidently led into the gulph nearly in a s.w. dire€tion, 
through a numerous affemblage of rocky iflands and rocks, as alfo an- 
other opening to the weftward of this ifland, that feemed to take a fimilar 
direGtion. Between Anvil ifland, and the north point of the firft open- 
ing, which lies from hence s.by w. 5 miles diftant, are three white 
rocky iflets, lying about a mile from the weftern fhore. The width of 
this branch of the found is about a league; but northward from Anvil 
ifland it foon narrows to half that breadth, taking a direction to the 
N.N.E. as far as latitude 49° 39’, longitude 237° 9’, where all our ex- 
pectations vanifhed, in finding it to terminate in a round bafon, encom- 
paffed on every fide by the dreary country already defcribed. At its 
head, and on the upper part of the eaftern fhore, a narrow margin of 
low land runs from the foot of the barrier mountains to the water-fide, 
which produced a few dwarf pine trees, with fome little variety of under- 
wood. The water of the found was here nearly frefh, and in colour 
a few fhades darker than milk ; this I attributed to the melting of the 
fnow, and its water pafling rapidly over a chalky furface, which ap- 
peared probable by the white afpeét of fome of the chafms that feemed 
formerly to have been the courfe of water-fall, but were now become dry. 

The gap we had entered in the fnowy barrier feemed of little 1mpor- 
tance, as through the vallies caufed by the irregularity of the mountain’s 
tops, other mountains more diftant, and apparently more elevated, were 
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feen, rearing their lofty heads in various dire€tions. In this dreary and 
comfortlefs region, it was no inconfiderable piece of good fortune to 
find a little cove in which we could take fhelter, anda fmall {pot of level 
land on which we could ereét our tent; as we had {carcely finifhed our 
examination, when the wind became exceflively boifterous from the 
fouthward, attended with heavy f{qualls and torrents of rain which con- 
tinuing until noon the following day, occafioned a very unpleafant de- 
tention. But for this circumftance we might too haftily have concluded, 
that this part of the gulph was uninhabited. In the morning we were 
vifited by near forty of the natives, on whofe approach, from the very 
material alteration that had now taken place in the face of the country, 
we expetted to find fome difference in their general chara€ter. This 
conjeéture was however premature, as they varied in no refpeét what- 
ever, but in poffefling a more ardent defire for commercial tranfaétions ; 
into the fpirit of which they entered with infinitely more avidity than 
any of our former acquaintances, not only in bartering amongft them- 
felves the different valuables they had obtained from us, but when that 
trade became flack, in exchanging thofe articles again with our people; 
in which trafic they always took care to gain fome advantage, and 
would frequently exult on the occafion. Some fifh, their garments, 
f{pears, bows.and arrows, to which thefe people wifely added their cop- 
per ornaments, comprized their general ftock in trade. Iron, in all 
its forms, they judicioufly preferred to any other article we had to offer. 

The weather permitting us to proceed, we direéted our route along 
the continental or weftern fhore of the found, pafling within two {mall 
iflands and the main land, into the opening before mentioned, ftretching 


to the weftward from Anvil ifland. At the diftance of an hundred’ 


yards from the fhore, the bottom could not be reached with Go fathoms 
of line, nor had we been able to gain foundings in many places fince 
we had quitted point Atkinfon with 80 and 100 fathoms, though it was 


frequently attempted ; excepting in the bafon at the head of the found, 


where the depth fuddenly decreafed from 60 fathoms to 2... We had 
advanced a fhort diftance only inthis branch, before the colour of the 
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of oceanic and perfeétly falt. By fun-fet we had paffed the channel 
which had been obferved to lead into the gulph, to the fouthward of 
Anvil ifland ; and about nine o’clock landed for the ight, near the weft 
point of entrance into the found, which I diftinguifhed by the name of 
Howe’s Sounpb, in honor of Admiral Earl Howe; and this point, 
ficuated in latitude 49° 29’, longitude 236°51', Poinr Gower; between 
which and point Atkinfon, up to Anvil ifland, is an extenfive group of 
iflands of various fizes. The fhores of thefe, like the adjacent coaft, are 
compofed principally of rocks rifing perpendicularly from an unfathom- 
able fea; they are tolerably well covered with trees, chiefly of the pine 
tribe, though few are of a luxuriant growth. 

At four o’clock on faturday morning we refumed our courfe to north- 
weltward, along the ftarboard or continental fhore of the gulph of 
Georgia, which from point Gower takes a dire€tion about w.n.w. and 
affords a more pleafing appearance than the fhores of Howe’s found. 
This part of the coaft is of a moderate height for fome diftance. inland, 
and it frequently jets out into low fandy projeéting points. The coun- 
try in general produces foreft trees in great abundance, of fome variety 
and magnitude ; the pine is the moft common, and the woods are little 
encumbered with bufhes or trees of inferior growth. We continued in 
this line about 5 leagues along the coaft, pafling fome rocks and rocky 
iflets, until we arrived at the north point of an ifland about 2 leagues in 
circuit, with another about half that fize to the weftward of it, and a 
{maller ifland between them. From the north point of this ifland, which 
forms a channel with the main about half a mile wide, and is fituated 
in latitude 49° 28’4, longitude 296° 31’, the coaft of the continent takes a 
direction for about eight miles N. 30 w. and is compofed of a rugged 
rocky fhore, with many detached rocks lying at a little diftance. The 
track we thus purfued had not the appearance of the main branch of the 
gulph, but of a channel between the continent and that Jand, which 
from point Roberts, feemed like a {mall though very high round ifland. 
This now appeared of confiderable extent, its n.z. fide formed a chan- 
nel leading to the n.w. as far as the eye could reach, about five miles in 
width. The main branch of the gulph, apparently of infinitely greater 
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extent, took a dire€tion to the fouth-weftward of this land, which now 
looked more like a peninfula than an ifland. Along this rocky fhore of 
the main land we pafled in queft of a refting place for the night, to no 
effeét, until after dark; when we found fhelter ina very dreary uncom- 
fortable cove near the fouth point of an ifland, about a mile long, and 
about two miles to the s.s.r. of a narrow opening leading to the north- 
ward. This on the return of day-light we proceeded to examine; and 
pafled through a very narrow, though navigable channel, amongft a 
clufter of rocks and rocky iflets, lying juft in the front of its entrance, 
which is fituated in latitude 49° 35'4, longitude 296° 26. It is about 
half a mile wide, winding towards the N.N.E. for about 3 leagues, 
where it divides into two branches, one ftretching to the eaftward, the 
other to the weftward of north, with an ifland before the entrance of the 
latter. Agreeably to our general mode of proceeding, the north-eafterly 
branch became the firft obje€t of our attention, and was found from 


hence to continue in an irregular courfe to the latitude of 49° 49), lon- 


' gitude 236° 354; where, finding a tolerably comfortable fituation, we 
refted for the night. 

We had feen about feventeen Indians in our travels this day, who 
were much more painted than any we had hitherto met with. Some 
of their arrows were pointed with flate, the firft I had feen fo arm- 
ed on my prefent vifit to this coaft; thefe they appeared to efteem 
very highly, and like the inhabitants of Nootka, took much pains to 
guard them from injury. They however fpoke not the Nootka lan- 
guage, nor the dialeét of any Indians we had converfed with; at leaft, 
the few words we had acquired were repeated to them without effect ; in 
their perfons they differed in no other refpeét, and were equally civil and 
inoffenfive in their behaviour. The fhores we paffed this day are of a 
moderate height within a few miles of this ftation, and are principally 
compofed of craggy rocks, in the chafms of which a foil of decayed ve- 
getables has been formed by the hand of time; from which pine trees 
of an inferior dwarf growth are produced, with a confiderable quantity 
of bufhes and underwood. We pafled a few rocky iflets near the divi- 
fion of the inlet. ‘Thefe feemed fteep, as foundings with the hand line 
could not be gained; nor had we any where in mid-channel been able 
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to reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line, although the fhores are 
not a mile afunder. 

The next morning, as ufual, at four o’clock, we proceeded up the in- 
let about 3 miles in a N.N.w. direction, whence its width increafes 
about half a league in a direction nearly N.£. to a point which towards 
noon we reached, and afcertained its latitude to be 50° 1’, longitude 
236° 46’. The width of this channel ftill continuing, again flattered us 
with difcovering a breach in the eaftern range of {nowy mountains, 
notwithftanding the difappointment we had met with in Howe’s found ; 
and although fince our arrival in the gulph of Georgia, it had proved 
an impenetrable barrier to that inland navigation, of which we had heard 
fo much, and had fought with fanguine hopes and ardent exertions hi- 
therto in vain, to difcover. 

The progreffion of this morning, which comprehended about 6 leagues, 
feemed to have made a very confiderable penetration into this formidable 
obftacle ; and as the more lofty mountains were now behind us, and no 
very diftant ones were feen beyond the vallies caufed by the depreffed 
parts of the {nowy barrier in the northern quarters, we had great reafon 
to believe we had paffed the center of this impediment to our wifhes, and 
induced me to hope we fhould yet find this mlet winding beyond ‘the 
mountains, by the channel through which we had thus advanced upwards 
of 11 leagues, though for the moft part it was not more than half a mile 
wide. Under thefe circumftances, our reduced ftock of provifions was a- 
matter of ferious concern, fearing we might be obliged to abandon this 
purfuit without determining the fource of this branch of the fea, ha- 
ving now been abfent fix days with fubfiftence for a week only, which 
would confequently very materially retard our furvey, by rendering a 
fecond vifit to this inlet indifpenfably neceflary. The furrounding coun- 
try prefented an equally dreary afpeét with that in the vicinage of 
Howe's found ; and the ferenity of the weather not adding at prefent to 
the natural gloominefs of the profpeét, was counterbalanced by the rugged 
furface of the mountains being infinitely lefs produétive. A few de 
tached dwarf pine trees, with fome berry, and other {mall bufhes, were 
the only figns of vegetation. The cataracts here rufhed from the rug- 
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ged fnowy mountains in greater number, and with more impetuofity 
than in Howe’s found; yet the colour of the water was not changed, 
though in fome of the gullies there was the fame chalky afpect. Hence 
it is probable, that the white appearance of the water in Howe’s found, 
may arife froma caufe more remote, and which we had no. opportunity 
of difcovering. 

Having dined, we purfued our examination. The inlet now took aNn.w. 
by w. direétion, without any contraétion in its width, until about five 
o’clock in the evening, when all our hopes vanifhed, by finding it ter- 
minate, as others had done, in fwampy low land producing a few ma- 
ples and pines, in latitude 50° 6’, longitude 296° 33’. Through a {mall 
fpace of low land, which extended from the head of the inlet to the bafe 
of the mountains that furrounded us, flowed three fmall ftreams of frefh 
water, apparently originating from one fource in the N.w. or left hand 
corner of the bay, formed by the head of this inlet ; im which ‘point of 
view was feen an extenfive valley, that took nearly a northerly unin- 
terrupted direction as far as we could perceive, and was by far the 
deepeft chafm we had beheld in the defcending ridge of the {nowy bar- 
rier, without the appearance of any elevated land rifing behind. This 
valley much excited my curiofity to afcertain what was beyond it. But 
as the ftreams of frefh water were not navigable, though the tide had 
rifen up to the habitations of fix or feven Indians, any further exami- 
nation of it in our boats was impracticable, and we had no leifure for 
excurfions on fhore. From the civil natives who differed not in any 
refpeét from thofe we had before occafionally feen, we procured a few 
‘moft excellent fifh, for which they were compenfated principally in iron, 
being the commodity they moft efteemed and fought after. In all thefe 
arms of the fea we had conftantly obferved, even to their utmoft extre- 
mity, a vifible, and fometimes a material rife and fall of the tide, with- 
out experiencing any other current than a conftant drain down to fea- 
ward, excepting juft in the neighbourhood of the gulph. 

On our approach to the low land, we gained foundings at 70), fa- 
thoms, which foon decreafed as we advanced, to 30, 14, and 9 fathoms, 
ona bank that f{tretches acrofs the head of the inlet, fimilar to all the 
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others we had before examined. So far as thefe foundings extended, 
which did not exceed half a league, the colour of the water was a little 
affeGted, probably by the difcharge of the frefh water rivulets, that ge- 


nerally affumed a very light colour. Beyond thefe foundings the water 


again acquired its oceanic colour, and its depth was unfathomable. 


Not a little mortified that our progrefs fhould be fo foon ftopped, 
it became highly expedient to dire@t our way towards the fhips, to whofe 
ftation, by the neareft route we could take, it was at leaft 114 miles. 
This was now to be performed, after the time was nearly expired for 
which our fupply of provifions had been calculated. Neceflity diretted 
that no time fhould be loft; efpecially as I was determined to feek a 
paffage into the gulph by the branch of this inlet that we had pafled the 
preceding day, leading to the n.w. conceiving there was a great pro- 
bability that this branch might lead into the gulph at fome diftance be- 
yond where we had entered this inlet; in which courfe we fhould have 
an opportunity of fixing the boundaries of the continent to the utmoft 
extent that our prefent equipment would afford. For as our people had 
become wife by experience, I entertained little doubt of their having fo 
hufbanded their provifions as to enable our effeCting this fervice ; by 
which means any other excurfion this way would be rendered unne- 
ceffary. 

About 2 leagues from the head of the inlet we had obferved, as we 
pafled upwards on the northern fhore, a fmall creek with fome rocky 
iflets before it, where I intended to take up our abode for the night- 
On our return, it was found to be a fall of falt water, juft deep enough 
to admit our boats againft a very rapid ftream, where at low tide they 
would have grounded fome feet above the level of the water in the inlet. 
From the rapidity of the ftream, and the quantity of water it difcharged, 
it was reafonable to fuppofe, by its taking a winding direétion up a 
valley to the N.£. that its fource was at fome diftance. This not an- 
fwering our purpofe as a refting place, obliged us to contimue our 
fearch along the fhore for one lefs incommodious, which the perpen- 
dicular precipices precluded our finding until near eleven at night, 
when we difembarked on the only low projecting point the inlet afforded. 

At 
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At four again the next morning, we ftarted, but having a ftrong 
foutherly gale againft us, it was paft nine at night, before we reached 
a {mall bay, about a mile to the north of the north point of the arm 
leading to the north-weftward, where we refted for the night; and, at 
day-light, proceeded, as ufual, along the continental {fhore. 

This firft ftretched+a little way to the north-weftward, and then to 
the s.w. into the gulph, as I hadimagined it would; forming, irregu- 
larly, a much more fpacious channel than that by which we had cn- 
tered, having an ifland lying between the two channels about 3 leagues 
in length, with feveral {mall iflets about it. This ifland, and its adja- 
cent fhores, like thofe in the other channel, are of a moderate height, 
and wear a fimilar appearance. It was nearly noon before we reached 
the north point of the inlet; which, producing the firft Scotch firs we 
had yet feen, obtained the name of Scorcu-Fir Point, and is fitua- 
ted in latitude 49° 42’, longitude 236°17’.. To this arm of the fea, I 
gave the name of Jervis’s Canax, in honor of Admiral Sir John 
Jervis. 

The boundary of the continental fhore I now confidered as determi- 
ned to this point, from a full conviétion that the inlet under the ex- 
amination of Mr. Whidbey, would terminate like thofe we had vifited. 
Prefuming our time to have been not ill fpent, we dire€ied our courfe 
to the ftation where we had left the fhips now at the diftance of 84 
miles, fteering for the oppofite fhore, being the land before adverted 
to, as appearing to form an extenfive ifland, or peninfula; the neareft 
part of which was about five miles acrofs from Scotch-fir point ; and 
with the continental fhore ftill formed a paflage, to all appearance, of 
‘the fame width, ina direction N. 62 w., with an uninterrupted horizon in 
that point of view; fo that, whether it was an ifland or peninfula, re- 
mained ftill to be determined. | 

The fhores of this land, nearly ftrait and compact, are principally 
formed of rocky fubftances of different forts ; amongft which, flate was 
in abundance; and the trees it produced were of infinitely more luxu- 
riant growth than thofe on the oppofite fhore. In the forenoon of the 
e1ft, we paffed the fouth point of this land, and, in remembrance of an 
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_ early friendfhip, I called it Point Upwoop, fituated in latitude 49° 28k, 


longitude 236° 24’. This land, though chiefly compofed of one lofty 
mountain, vifible at the diftance of 20 leagues and upwards, is very 
narrow, appearing to form, with the weftern fhore of the gulph, a 
channel nearly parallel to that which we had laft quitted; though confi- 
derably more extenfive, and containing fome {mall iflands. . Its horizon 
was bounded by the fummits of high diftant detached mountains. 

As we were rowing, on friday morning, for point Grey, purpofing 
there to land and breakfaft, we difcovered two veflels at anchor under 
the land. The idea which firft occurred was, that, in confequence of 
our protracted abfence, though I had left no orders to this effeét, the 
veffels had fo far advanced in order to meet us; but on a nearer ap- 
proach, it was difcovered, that they were a brig and a fchooner, wear- 
ing the colours of Spanifh veffels of war, which I conceived were moft 
probably employed in purfuits fimilar to our own ; and this on my ar- 
rival on board, was confirmed. Thefe veffels proved to be a detach- _ 
ment from the commiffion of Sen" Melafpina, who was himfelf em- 
ployed in the Philippine iflands; that Sen Melafpina had, the preced- 
ing year, vifited the coaft; and that thefe veffels, his Catholic Majefty’s 
brig the Sutil, under the command of Sen: Don D. Galiano, with 
the fchooner Mexicana, commanded by Sen* Don C. Valdes, both 


‘captains of frigates in the Spanifh navy, had failed from Acapulco on 


the 8th of march, in order to profecute difcoveries on this coatt. 
Sen” Galiano, who {poke a little Englih, informed me, that they had 
arrived at Nootka on the 11th of april, from whence they had failed on 
the 5th of this month, in order to complete the examination of this inlet, 
which had, in the preceding year, been partly furveyed by fome Spanifh 
officers whofe chart they produced. 

I cannot avoid acknowledging that, on this 2p He I experienced 
no {mall degree of mortification in finding the external fhores of the 
gulph had been vifited, and already examined a few miles beyond where 
my refearches during the excurfion, had extended ; making the land, 
I had been in doubt about, an ifland; continuing nearly m the fame 
direGtion, about 4 leagues further than had been feen by us; and, by 
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the Spaniards, named Favida. The channel, between it and the main, 
they had called Canal del Neuftra Signora del Rofario, whole weftern 
point had terminated their examination; which feemed to have been 
intirely confined to the exterior fhores, as the extenfive arms, and inlets, 
which had occupied fo much of our time, had not claimed the leaft of 
their attention. ‘ . 

The Spanifh veffels, that had been thus employed laft year, had _re- 
fitted in the identical part of port Difcovery, which afforded us fimilar 
accommodation. From thefe gentlemen; I likewife underftood, that 
Sen" Quadra, the commander in chief of the Spanifh marine at St. 
Blas and at California, was, with three frigates and a brig, waiting my 
arrival at Nootka, in order to negotiate the reftoration of thofe territo- 
ries to the crown of Great-Britain. Their conduét was replete with 
that politenefs and friendfhip which charaéterizes the Spanifh nation; 
every kind of ufeful information they cheerfully communicated, and 
obligingly expreffed much defire, that circumftances might fo concur as 
to admit our refpeétive labours being carried on together; for which 
purpofe, or, if from our long abfence’and fatigue in an open boat, I 
would wifh to remain with my party as their gueft, they would imme- 
diately difpatch a boat with fuch directions as I might deem necef- 
fary for the conduét of the fhips, or, in the event of a favorable breeze 
fpringing up, they would weigh and fail direétly to their ftation: but be- 
ing intent on lofing no time, I declined their obliging offers, and having 
partaken with them a very hearty breakfaft, bad them farewell, not lefs 
pleafed with their hofpitality and attention, than aftonifhed at the veflels 
in which they were employed to execuie a fervice of fuch a nature. 
They were each about forty-five tons burthen, mounted two brafs guns, 
and were navigated by twenty-four men, bearing one lieutenant, with- 
out a fingle inferior officer. Their apartments juft allowed room for 
fleeping places on each fide, with a table in the intermediate fpace, 
at which four perfons, with fome difficulty, could fit, and were, in 
all other refpeéts, the moft ill calculated and unfit veffels that could 
poflibly be imagined for fuch an expedition; notwithftanding this, it 
was pleafant to obferve, in point of living, they poffeffed many more 
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comforts than could reafonably have been expeéted. I fhewed them the 
{ketch I had made of our excurfion, and pointed out the only fpot which 
I conceived we had left unexamined, nearly at the head of Burrard’s ca- 
nal: they feemed much furprized that we had not found a river faid to 
exift in the region we had been exploring, and named by one of their 
officers Rio Blancho, in compliment to the then prime minifter of 
Spain; which river thefe gentlemen had fought for thus far to no pur- 
pofe. They took fuch notes as they chofe from my fketch, and pro- 
mifed to examine the fmall opening in Burrard’s canal, which, with 
every other information they could procure, fhould be at my fervice on 
our next meeting. 

From thefe new and unexpeéted friends we direéted our courfe along 


the fhoal already noticed, which I now called SrurGEON Bank, in 


confequence of our having purchafed of the natives fome excellent 
fifh of that kind, weighing from fourteen to two hundred pounds each. 
To avoid this bank, which {tretches from point Roberts to point Grey, a 
moft excellent leading mark was obferved along its weftern extremity, 
being Paffage and Anvil iflands in one, which lead by its edge in 6 fa- 
thoms water, deepening fuddenly to the weftward, and in many places 
to the eaftward, fhoaling as fuddenly to 3, 2, and 1 fathom. The cir- 
cle which this bank occafioned us to make, made the diftance to point 
Roberts upwards of 30 miles. We were likewife unfortunate in having 
two flood tides againft us. Thefe, together with a light foutherly breeze 
that prevailed the whole time, obliged us to be conftantly rowing from 
nine in the forenoon until after midnight, before we could reach the 
point, which was at length effefted; though not before we were nearly 
exhaufted by fatigue. Here we flept, and in the morning of the 2od, 
againft a ftrong eafterly breeze, about ten in the forenoon we reached 
the fhips, after having traverfed in our boats upwards of 330 miles. 

The broken part of the coaft that Mr. Whidbey had been employed in 
examining, was found to extend but a few miles to the northward of the 
fpot where his former refearches had ended ; forming altogether an ex- 
tenfive bay, which I have diftinguifhed as BELLINGHAM’s Bay. It is 


fituated behind a clufter of iflands, from which a number of channels 
lead 
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Jead into it: its greateft extent in a north and fouth direétion, is from 
the latitude of 48° 36’, to 48° 48’; the longitude of its eaftern extremity 
237° 50. It every where affords good and fecure anchorage; oppofite 
to its north point of entrance the fhores are high and rocky, with fome 
detached rocks lying off it. Here was found a brook of moit excellent 
water. To the north and fouth of thefe rocky cliffs the fhores are lefs 
elevated, efpecially to the northward, where fome of thofe beautiful ver- 
dant lawns were again prefented to our view. Near the north entrance 
into this bay, the two Spanifh veffels had been defcried by Mr. Whidbey, 
who returned, and communicated the intelligence to the fhips ; in con- 
fequence of which the Chatham weighed and fpoke them off point 
Roberts ; they having paffed our fhips during the night undifcovered. 

Having now fixed the continental {hore fo far as from this ftation was 
within our reach, and having obtained fufficient obfervations for correét- 
ing the rate of our chronometers, every thing was immediately re-em- 
barked, and we were in readinefs to proceed in the morning. 

Durmg my abfence, the boats of the Difcovery and Chatham had 
been employed in attempting to gain fome further knowledge of the 
numerous iflands we paffed by on our arrival in this bay; but they 
were found fo abundantly difperfed as to preclude any correét examina- 
tion, without having fufficient leifure for the purpofe. 
~ Nothing further occurred at this ftation worthy of notice, if we except 
an obfervation which had been repeatedly made, that in proportion as 
we advanced to the northward, the forefts were compofed of an infinitely 
lefs variety of trees, and their growth was lefs luxuriant. Thofe moft 
commonly feen were pines of different forts, the arbor vite, the oriental 
arbutus, and I believe, fome fpecies of cyprefs.- On the iflands fome 
few {mall oaks were feen, with the Virginian juniper ; and at this place 
the Weymouth pine, Canadian elder, and black birch ; which latter 
grew in fuch abundance, that it obtained the name of Brrcu Bay. The 
's.£. part of this Bay is formed by nearly perpendicular rocky cliffs, 
~ from whence the higher woodland country retires a confiderable diftance 
to the north eaftward, leaving an extenfive {pace of low land between it 


and the fea, feparated from the high ground by a rivulet of frefh water 
nie that 
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179% that difcharges itfelf at the bottom, or north extremity of the Bay. On 
Sek the low land very luxuriant grafs was produced, with wild rofe, goofe- 
berry, and other bufhes in abundance. 

I fhall conclude this chapter by ftating that, by the mean refult of 
eleven meridional altitudes of the fun, we found Birch bay fituated in 
latitude 48° 533; the longitude 237° 39’, was deduced from the obfer- 
vations made ufe of for fettling port Difcovery, including twenty-eight 
fets of lunar diftances taken at this ftation, whence on the 22d, at noon, 
Kendall’s chronometer was found to be 54 11° 29” faft of mean time at 
Geeenwich, and by fix days correfponding altitudes, to be gaining on 
mean time at the rate of 12” 45” per day. Mr. Arnold’s on board the 
Chatham, from the fame authority was, on the fame day at noon, faft 
of mean time at Greenwich, 3° 14’, 46”, and gaining at the rate of gai 
15" per day. The variation of the compafs. by nineteen fets of azi- 
muths, differing from 174 to 21 degrees, gave a mean refult of 10°.g0% 
eaftwardly variation. 

The vertical inclination of the marine dipping needle, 


Marked end, North face Eaft - - - FQ gba 
Ditto, Ditto - Weft . : z 79° — 
Ditto, South face Eaft - - - 73 «28 
Ditto, Ditto - Weft - ~ - 74 20 
The mean vertical inclination of the magnetic needle - 73 1 3 


The tides were found to be very inconfiderable, but were not particu- 
larly noticed. 
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The veffels continue their route to the northward—Anchor in Defolation 
Sound—T he boats difpatched on furveytng parties— Difcover a paffage to 
Sea—Quit Defolation found—Pafs through Fohnftone’s ftratts. 


Wi TH a fine breeze, and very pleafant weather, we failed out 
of Birch bay, on Midfummer morning; and, with the wind from the 
eaftward, we dire¢ted our courfe up the gulph, to the north-weftward. 
About two in the afternoon, we were joined by the Spanifh veffels, who 
faluted by cheering. ‘This was returned; after which, their refpective 
commanders favored me with their company on board the Difcovery ; 
and we purfued our way up the gulph together. 

Sen’. Galiano informed me, that they had examined the fmall branch 
I had paffed by in Burrard’s canal, which was found very narrow, lead- 
ing in a north dire€tion nearly 3 leagues, where it terminated in a 
fmall rivulet. They favored me with a copy of their fketch of it, as 
alfo with their good company until fun-fet, when they returned to their 
veffels ; point Roberts then bearing by compafs s.68 £., point Grey, 
n.64£.; which being the neareft part of the continental or eaftern 
fhore, was at the diftance of about 3 leagues; and the neareft part of 
the oppofite fhore of the gulph, bearing s.w., was diftant about 2 leagues. 

‘During the night, and until noon the’ next day, the winds were hight 
and baffling. In the courfe of the forenoon a great number of whales 
were playing about in every dire¢tion’; and though we had been fre- 
quently vifited by thefe animals in this inland navigation, there feemed 
more about us now, than the whole of ‘thofe we had before feen, if col- 
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This circumftance, in fome meafure, favored the affertion in Mr. 


W——— Mears’s publication, that a paflage to the ocean would be found by 


‘perfevering in our prefent courfe; though this was again rendered 


very doubtful, as we had underftood, from our Spanifh friends, that, 
notwith{tanding the Spaniards had lived upon terms of great intimacy 
with Mr. Gray and_other American traders at Nootka, they had no 
knowledge of any perfon having ever. performed fuch a voyage, but from 
the hiftory of it,publifhed’‘m England; and fo far were thefe gentlemen 
from being better acquainted with the difcoveries of De Fuca or De 
Fonte than ourfelves, that, from us, they expeéted much information as 
to the truth of fuch reports. Sen" Valdes, who had been on the coaft 
the preceding year, and fpoke the Indian language very fluently, under- 
{tood, from the natives, that this inlet dzd communicate with the ocean 
to the northward, where they had feen fhips. He was, however, too 
well acquainted with their characters as reporters, to place much de- 
pendence on their information, which-was incompetent to the forming 
of any idea how far remote fuch ocean might be. 

A gentle gale fprmging up from the eaftward, foon after mid-day, 
we brought to for the Spanifh veffels, who were at fome diftance aftern, 
When they came up, we were honored with the company of the com- 
manders to dinner; and then made fail, direéting our courfe through the 
canal del Neuftra Signora del Rofario, whofe whole extent nearly in-a di- 
rection N. 53 w., is about 10 leagues from point Upwood, the s.£. point, 
to Point MarsuaAtt, the n.w. point of the ifland of Feveda; which 
point is fituated in latitude 49° 48’, longitude 235° 47’. From Scotch- 
fir point, the fhores of the canal approximated, until they became 
within two miles of each other, at its weftern end; and are, as well 
on the ifland, as on the continental fide, nearly ftraight, perfeétly com- 
pact, and rife gradually, particularly on the continental fhore, from a 
beach of fand and fmall ftones, to a height that might be confidered ra- 
ther elevated land, well clothed with wood, but without any figns of be- 
ing inhabited. From hence, the continental fhore took a N.w. dire¢tion. 
From point Marfhall n. 395 w., about a league diftant, lies an ifland 


of a moderate height, four miles in circuit, with a fmaller one about a 
mile 
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mile to the s.w. of it; between this, which I named HARwoon’s 
IsLanp, and point Marfhall, are fome rocky iflands and funken 
rocks. . 

On the coaft of the main land oppofite this ifland is a fmall brook, 
probably of frefh water; from whence, as we advanced, the fhores put 
on a very dreary afpett, chiefly compofed of rugged rocks, thinly 
wooded with {mall dwarf pine trees. The iflands, however, which ap- 
peared before us, were of a moderate height, and prefented a {cene more 
pleafing and fertile. About five in the evening we pafled between the 
main and an ifland lying in an eaft and weft direétion, which I named 
Savary’s Istanp, about 2 leagues long, and about half a league 
broad: its N.£. point, fituated in latitude 49° 57’4, longitude 295° 54’, 
forms a paflage with the continental fhore, along which, in a N.w. 
direftion, we continued at a diftance from half a mile to half a league. 
On the fouth fide of Savary’s ifland were numberlefs funken rocks, 
nearly half a league from its fhores, vifible I believe only at low water. 

We feemed now to have forfaken the main direétion of the gulph, being 
on every fide encompafled by iflands and {mall rocky iflets; fome lying 
along the continental fhore, others confufedly {cattered, of different forms 
and dimenfions. South-weftward of thefe ilands, the main arm of the 
‘gulph extended in a north welt direétion, apparently 3 or 4 leagues wide, 
bounded by high though diftant land. Through this very unpleafant 
navigation we failed, {till keeping clofe to the continental fhore, which 
was compact. About dark we entered a {pacious found ftretching to the 
eaftward. Here I was very defirous of remaining until day light; but 
foundings could not be gained though clofe to the fhore. 

The night was dark and rainy, and the winds fo light and variable, that 
by the influence of the tides we were driven about as it were blindfolded in 
_ this labyrinth, until towards midnight, when we were happily conduéted 
to the north fide of an ifland in this fuppofed found, where we anchored in 
company with the Chatham and the Spanifh veflels, in 32 fathoms water, 
rocky bottom. At break of day we found ourfelves about half a mile 
from the fhores of a high rocky ifland, furrounded by a detached and 
broken country, whofe general appearance was very inhofpitable. Stu- 
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pendous rocky mountains rifing almoft perpendicularly from the fea, 
principally compofed the north weft, north and eaftern quarters; on thefe, 
pine trees, though not of luxuriant growth, nor of much variety, .were 
produced in great numbers. ‘The pleafing profpeéts which the fhores 
on the eaftern fide of the gulph afforded by their contraft with the 
mountains of the fnowy barrier, giving a grand and interefting charatter 
to the landfcape, here no longer exifted; nor had we been enabled to 
trace that range of mountains far to the north-weftward of Scotch-Fir 
point, where the line’of coaft forms a very confiderable angle with that 
of the barrier mountains. It is however probable, that at fome diftance 
from our prefent anchorage, where the perpendicular precipices we were 
now under, would no longer have obftruéted our view of the inland 
country, their lofty fummits would have been ftill vifible. The tops 
of the rugged mountains that compofe thefe fhores were not fufficiently 
elevated to retain the fnow in fummer, which, in all probability, clothe 
them during the winter feafon. 

The infinitely divided appearance of the region into which we had now 
arrived, promifed to furnifh ample employment for our boats. 

To Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey in the Difcovery’s launch and 
cutter, I configned the examination of the continental fhore, from the 
place where we had loft fight of it the preceding evening. Mr. John- 
ftone, in the Chatham’s cutter, accompanied by Mr. Swaine in her 
launch, were dire€ted to inveftigate a branch of this found leading to the 
north weftward; and Sen" Valdes undertook the furvey of the interme- 
diate coaft ; by which arrangement the whole, or if not of a very confide- 
rable extent, would foon be determined. Whilft the boats were equip- 
ping, Mr. Broughton went in queft of a more commodious fituation for 
the fhips up the found to the north weft. 

The weather, which was ferene and extremely pleafant, afforded me 
an opportunity, in company with Sen™ Galiano and fome of our offi- 
cers, to vifit the fhore of the ifland, near which we were at anchor, and 
to determine the fituation of its weft point to be in latitude 50° 6’, lon-_ 
gitude 295° 26’. With the former Sen* Galiano’s obfervations agreed, 
but by his chronometer the longitude was made more wefterly. My ob- 
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fervations being deduced from the watch, according to its rate as fettled 
in Birch bay, which was not very likely to have yet acquired any mate- 
rial error, inclined me to believe we were probably the moft correét. 

Early in the afternoon Mr. Broughton returned, having found a more 
eligible anchorage, though in a fituation equally dreary and unpleafant. 
The feveral gentlemen in the boats being made acquainted with the fta- 
tion to which the fhips were about to refort, departed agreeably to their 
refpective inftructions. 

The wind that fince noon had blown frefh from the s.£. attended with 
heavy fqualls and much rain, drove us by its increafed violence from 
our anchorage, and almoft inftantly into 70 and 80 fathoms water. The 
anchor was immediately hove up, and we fteered for the rendezvous Mr. 
Broughton had pointed out, where about fix in the evening we arrived 
in company with our little {quadron. Our fituation here was on the 
northern fide of an arm of the found leading to the north weftward, a lit- 
tle more than half a mile wide, prefenting as gloomy and difmal an afpeét 
as nature could well be fuppofed to exhibit, had fhe not been a little 
aided by vegetation ; which thoughdull and uninterefting, {creened from 
our fight the dreary rocks and precipices that compofe thefe defolate 
fhores, efpecially on the northern fide; as the oppofite fhore, though 
extremely rude and mountainous, poffeffed a fmall fpace of nearly level 
land, ftretching from the water fide, on which fome different forts of 
the pine tribe, arbor vite, maple, and the oriental arbutus, feemed to 
grow with fome vigour, and in a better foil. 

The very circumfcribed view that we had of the country here, ren- 
dered it impoffible to form the moft diftant idea of any circumftances re- 
lative to the fituation in which we had become ftationary ; whether com- 
pofed of iflands, or of fuch arms of the fea as we had lately been em- 
ployed in examining, or how long there was a probability of our remain- 
ing in anxious expectation for the return of our friends. Our refidence 
here was truly forlorn; an aweful filence pervaded the gloomy forefts, 
whilft animated nature feemed to have deferted ‘the neighbouring coun- 
try, whofe foil afforded only a few fmall onions, fome famphire, and 
here and there bufhes bearing a fcanty crop of indifferent berries. Nor 
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was the fea more favorable to our wants, the fteep rocky fhores pre- 
vented the ule of the feine, and not a fifh at the bottom could be tempt- 


~ ed to take the hook. 
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I had abfented myfelf from the prefent furveying excurfions, in order 
to procure fome obfervations for the longitude here, and to arrange the 
charts of the different furveys in the order they had been made. Thefe 
when fo methodized, my third lieutenant Mr. Baker had undertaken to 
copy and embellifh, and who, in point of accuracy, neatnefs, and fuch 
difpatch as circumftances admitted, certainly excelled in a very high de- 
gree. To conclude our operations up to the prefent period fome fur- 
ther angles were required. Befide thefe I was defirous of acquiring fome 
knowledge of the main channel of the gulph we had quitted on monday 
afternoon, and to which no one of our boats had been dire&ed. 

Early the next morning I fat out in the yawl on that purfuit, with a 
favorable breeze from the n.w. which fhortly fhifted to the oppofite 
quarter, and blew a frefh gale, attended with a very heavy rain. Hav- 
ing reached by ten in the forenoon. no further than the ifland under 
which we had anchored at midnight on the 2 5th, a profpeét of a certain 
continuance of the unfettled weather obliged me to abandon my defign, 
and return to the fhip; where I had the pleafure of hearing the Jaunch 
and cutter had arrived foon after my departure, after having completed 
the examination of the continental coaft from the place where we had 
left it, the night we had entered the found, to about 3 leagues north- 
weftward of our prefent ftation, making the land near which we were 
then at anchor on our northern fide, an ifland, or a clufter of iflands of 
confiderable extent. Thefe gentlemen were likewife of Opinion, that all | 
the land before us to the weftward and n.w. from its infular appear- 
ance, formed an immenfe archipelaga; but knowing Mr. Johnftone was 
direfted to examine that quarter, and coming within fight of the fhips, 
they had returned on board for further inftruétions. 

On the commencement of their furvey, they found the continental 
thore continue nearly in its N.w. direétion to the eaftern point of en- 
trance into this found, which I called Pornr Saran, and is fituated in 
latitude 50° 44, longitude 295° 25/4; its oppofite point, which I named 
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Point Mary, lying v.72 w. about half a league diftant; from point 
Sarah they proceeded along the continental {hore up a very narrow ca- 
nal, rendered almoft inacceffible by the number of funken rocks and 
rocky iflets which it contained. It was found to lead in a fouth-eafterly 
dire€tion, almoft parallel with, and 2 or 39 miles from, the northern 
fhore of the gulph at the diftance of about 3 leagues, with a {maller 
branch near the middle, extending about a league from its northern 
{hore to the N.N.E. From this canal they continued along the conti- 
nental fhore in an eafterly and n.£. direétion, which led to that part of 
the coaft under the infpeétion of Sen" Valdes. The eaftern fhore, for 
the fpace of 2 leagues, was found much indented; and feveral {mall 
iflands and rocks were feen lying near it to the latitude of 50° 10’, lon- 
gitude 295° 35'.. Here thefe rocky iflets difappeared, and the coaft took 
a winding courfe n.w. and weltward, to a point bearing from the above 
{tation N. 95 w. diftant about 2 leagues, and forming the eaft point of 
an arm of the found, whofe entrance, about half a league wide, has two 
{mall iflets lying in it. About a mile up this arm they met Sen" Valdes, 
who informed them he had thoroughly explored that place, and that in 
the channel leading to the north-weftward he had fpoken with Mr. John- 
ftone, fo that there could be no doubt of a paflage to the fhips by that 
route. Sen" Valdes intimated that he confidered any further inveftiga- 
tion of that place totally unneceflary; but the officers not having on 
this occafion any dire€tions of a difcretionary nature, a¢ted according to 
the orders they had formerly received for the execution of fuch fervice, 
and profecuted its examination. They found it extend in an irregular 
north-eafterly direétion to the latitude of 50° 22’, longitude 295° 46,, 
where it terminated in {hallow water and a little low land ; through which 
flowed two fmall rivulets. In thefe rivulets, and on the fhoal parts, fe- 
veral wears were ere€ted. Along the fhores of the upper part of this 
arm, which are moftly compofed of high fteep barren rocks, were feveral 
fences formed by thin laths, fluck either in the ground, or in the chinks 
of the rocks, with others placed along them; fome in horizontal, others 
in oblique, and different direétions. Ranges of thefe were fixed along 
the rocky cliffs in the line of the fhore, others varied from that direction, 

dr to and 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


and from their appearance were fuppofed to be intended for the purpofe 
of drying fifh ; but as fimilar works, though perhaps not quite fo exten- 
five, had been often obferved without being appropriated to that _ufe, 
and were always at a confiderable diftance from any known habitation; 
the object they were defigned for, remained as uncertain to us, as the ap- 
plication of the high beacons, we found fo. frequently ereéted on the more 
fouthern parts of New Georgia. 

The furrounding country up this arm nearly correfponded with. that 
in the neighbourhood of Howe’s found; and, like it, was nearly defti- 
tute of inhabitants. ‘Two canoes were feen, which the owners had very 
recently quitted, as their garments and many of their utenfils were re- 
maining in them, to. which the officers added fome articles of iron, cop- 
per, beads, and other trinkets. From hence they dire€ted their courfe 
towards the fhips, and arrived as before ftated. The country they had 
vifited differed little, excepting in one or two {mall fpots, from the ree 
gion in which we were. then ftationed : the whole prefented one defolate, 
rude, and inhofpitable afpeét. It has already been confidered as not in 
tirely deftitute of the human race; and that it had been more populous 
than at prefent, was manifefted by the party having difcovered an exten: 
five deferted village, computed to have been the refidence of nearly three 
hundred perfons. It was built on a rock, whofe perpendicular cliffs 
were nearly inacceflible on every fide; and conneéted with the main, by 
a low narrow neck of land, about the center of which grew a tree, from 
whofe branches planks were laid to the rock, forming by this means a 
communication that could eafily be removed, to prevent their being mo- 
lefted by their internal unfriendly neighbours ; and protected in front, 
which was prefented to the fea, from their external enemies, by a plat- 
form, which, with much labour and ingenuity had been conftruéted on 
a level with their houfes, and overhung and guarded the rock, This, 
with great ftability, was formed by large timbers judicioufly placed for 
fupporting each other in. every direétion; their lower ends were well 
fecured in the chafms of the rocks about half way to the water’s edge, 
admitting the platform to be fo projected as to command the foot of the 
rock againft any attempt to ftorm the village. The whole feemed fo 
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fkilfully contrived, and fo firmly and well executed, as rendered it diffi- 
cult to be confidered the work of the untutored tribes we had been ac- 
cuftomed to meet; had not their broken arms and implements, with 
parts of their manufactured Aditi plainly evinced its inhabitants 
to be of the fame race. 

Whilft examining thefe abandoned dwellings, and admiring the rude 
citadel projeéted for their defence, our gentlemen were fuddenly aflailed 
by an unexpected numerous enemy, whofe legions made fo furious an 
attack upon each of their perfons, that unable to vanquifh their foes, 
or to fuftain the confliét, they rufhed up to their necks in water. This 
expedient, however, proved ineffectual; nor was it until after all their 
clothes were boiled, that they were difengaged from an immenfe hord of 
fleas, which they had difturbed by examining too minutely the filthy 
_ garments and apparel of the late inhabitants. 

The weather contmued very rainy and unpleafant until the forenoon 
of the 1ft of july, when on its clearing up, Mr. Puget and Mr. Whid- 
bey were again difpatched, to execute the tafk I had the preceding day 
attempted ; as likewife to gain fome information of the fouthern fide of 
the gulph, and the broken country, which exifted between it and our 
prefent anchorage. 

The fecurities about the head of the Difcovery being conftantly out 
of repair, our carpenters were now employed on that fervice; and, here 
alfo, we brewed fome fpruce-beer, which was excellent. 

The next day in the afternoon, Mr. Johnftone returned, who, after 
having met Sen™ Valdes, as before {tated ; abandoned his purfuit of that 
which appeared to him to be the main fhore leading to the eaftward, and 
profecuted his refearches in the oppofite direétion, leading to the weft, 
n.w. and to the north, ma channel of an irregular width, where, after 
examining a {mall opening, ina northerly direétion, he fhortly difcovered 
another, about two miles wide, in latitude 50° 21’, longitude 235°9'; along 
which, he kept the ftarboard or eaftern fhore on board; which was 
compact; but the weftern fide, for fome miles on which fome fires were 
obferved, feemed fomewhat divided by water. This inlet, in general, 
from one to two miles wide, led them in an irregular northern direction 
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to the latitude of 50°52’, longitude 295° 1 g, where, in the ufual manner, 
' it terminated by a {mall tra€t of low land, from whence a fhallow bank 
ftretched into the arm, which foon increafed, from 2 to 50, 70, and100 
fathoms in depth, and then became unfathomable. © Behind this: low 
{mall fpot of land, the mountains rofe very abruptly, divided by two 
deep vallies, whence iffued ftreams of frefh water, though not fufficiently 
capacious to admit the boats. In thefe vallies, and on the low plains, 
pine-trees grew to a tolerable fize; the few feen on the mountains, were 
of very ftinted growth. High fteep. barren rocks, capped with fnow, 
formed the fides of this canal, the water of which at its head was near- 
ly frefh, and of a pale colour, as was that in the arm w vhere Mr. Puget 
met Sen" Valdes. It was noon on the goth before we reached that part 
of the weftern fhore, which had appeared broken, and on which. the 
fires of the natives had been obferved on entering this canal; which I 
diftinguifhed by the name of Buter’s CANAL. Here was found an In- 
dian village, fituated on the face of a fteep rock, containing about one 
hundred on fifty of the natives, fome few of whom had vifited our par- 
ty in their way up the canal, and now many came off in the moft civil 
and friendly manner, with a plentiful fupply of frefh herrings and other 
fifh, which they bartered in a fair and honeft way for nails. Thefe were 
of greater value amoneft them, than any other articles our people had 
to offer. From the point on which this village is ereéted, in latitude 
50°24’, longitude 235° 8’, a very narrow opening was feen ftretching to 
the weftward, and through it flowed fo ftrong a current, that the boats 
unable to row againft it, were hauled by a rope along the rocky fhores 
forming the paflage. In this fatiguing fervice the Indians voluntarily 
lent their aid to the utmoft of their power, and were rewarded for their 
cordial difinterefted affiftance, much to their fatisfaétion.. Having paffed 
their narrows, the channel widened, and the rapidity of the tide de- 
creafed. Mr. Johnftone, in the cutter, had alone been able to pafs ; to 
whom it was evident that this narrow paflage had communication with 
fome very extenfive mlet of the fea; but, as the weather was now very 
boifterous, with heavy rain, and a thick haze, and as the launch had 
not yet made her appearance, he rete fied in fearch of her, and found 
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the party ufing their utmoft endeavours to get through the narrows by 
the fame friendly affiftance of the natives he had before experienced ; 
which being now no longer required, thefe good people returned to their 
habitations, apparently well fatisfied with the kind offices they had ren- 
dered, and the acknowledgments they had received. The boats. now, 
fought fhelter from the inclemency of the weather in a {mall cove on 
the fouth fide of the arm they had quitted, where the fame caufe ope- 
rated to detain them until the morning of the ed of july, when the 
time for which they were fupplied with provifions being nearly expired, 
it was deemed moft expedient to return to the fhips. 

- By thefe two expeditions the boundary of the continental fhore was 
completely afcertained to the above. narrow paffage; and the ftrongeft 
prefumption induced that the whole of the coaft on our weftern fide, 
fouthward of that paflage was compofed of innumerable iflands. 

The weather being tolerably fair, Mr. Johnftone and Mr. Swaine were 
the next day again difpatched with a week’s provifions, to examine 
the continental fhore through the narrow paflage from whence they had 
returned ; by the means of which, and the furvey then profecuting un- 
der Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, who were to commence their 
inquiries in an oppofite point, the whole extent of the gulph would 
be finally determined; or, in the event of the Indian’s information be- 
ing correét, its further navigable communication to the northward would 
nee difcovered. 

By what I had feen of the gulph on the evening we entered this 
found, though its weftern extremity was certainly bounded, yet the ap- 
pearance of the land in that direétion favored the opinion of its being 
compofed of iflands, though the whole might be united by low land 
not perceptible at fo great a diftance. 

‘On friday afternoon, the officers in the launch and cutter dened) 
from whom I underftood, that they had found the weftern fide of the 
gulph of Georgia, from that part oppofite to point Marfhall, to be 
compatt, rifing in a gentle afcent from the fea fhore to the inland moun- 
tains, (fome of which were covered with {now) wearing a pleafant and 
fertile appearance ; along this fhore they continued their route. and en- 
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tered an inlet, whofe eaftern fide is formed by a long narrow peninfula, 
the fouth extreme of which is fituated in latitude 50°, longitude 235° 9’. 
This promontory, after my firft lieutenant, who had alfo difcovered the 
inlet from the top of a mountain he had afcended in this neighbour- 
hood, obtained the name of Pornr Munce. It forms a channel with 
the main land of the weftern fide of the gulph of about a mile in width, 
nearly in a N.N.W. direétion; this was purfued about 3 or 4 leagues 
without any apparent termination; the further they advanced the more 
extenfive it was found. The tide, which was regular, was alfo rapid, 
and the flood evidently came from the north-weftward : all thefe circum- 
ftances indicating the channel to be of confiderable extent, they return- 
ed to communicate this intelligence. 

On point Mudge was a very large village of the natives, many of 
whom vifited the party on their pafling and repafling by it, who uni- 
formly conducted themlelves with the greateft civility and refpeét.. On 
the weftern fhore, immediately without the entrance of the inlet, they 
found a rivulet of excellent frefh water. The paflage up the inlet is 
perfeétly free from danger, and affords good anchorage. Round point 
Mudge, at the diftance of about half a mile, is a ledge of funken rocks ; 
thefe are, however, eafily avoided by the weeds which they produce. 
From hence their way was direéted to the northward, in order to join 
the fhip through the broken land that exifts between our prefent {tation 
and point Mudge. This was effetted through a very intricate chan- 
nel full of funken rocks and rocky iflets, leadmg.them to the north 
point of the ifland which formed our s.w. fhore, and bearing from 
hence N. 53 w., diftant about four miles. 

After receiving this information, I waited with no little impatience. 
the return of the other boat party ; in the hope that, if no intelligence 
{hould be derived to facilitate the progrefs of the fhrps, there was yet 
a great probability of findmg a more comfortable refting place than 
that we then occupied. This afforded not a fingle profpect that was 
pleafing to the eye, the fmalleft recreation on fhore, nor animal nor vege- 
table food, excepting a very fcanty proportion of thofe eatables already 
deferibed, and of which the adjacent country was foon exhaufted, after . 
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our arrival. Nor did our exploring parties meet with a more abundant 
fupply. whence the place obtained the name of DesoLarion Sounp; 
where our time would have paffed infinitely more heavily, had it not 
been relieved by the agreeable fociety of our Spanifh friends. 

The week, for which Mr. Johnftone and his party were fedirifrel 
with fupplies, having been expired fome time, I began to be anxi- 
ouily folicitous for their welfare; when, about two in the morning of 
the 12th, I had the fatisfa€tion of having their arrival announced, all 
well, and that a paflage leading into the pacific ocean to the north- 
weftward had been difcovered. 

Mr. Johnftone had fucceeded in finding his way into the arm lead- 
ing to the weftward through the narrows, where they were affifted by 
the friendly natives, about a league to the fouth of the paflage by 
which he had before entered it; making the intermediate land, 
lying before the entrance into Bute’s canal, nearly a round ifland 
3 or 4 leagues’ in circuit, which obtained the name of Sruarr’s 
IstAND. This channel was not lefs intricate than the other, neither of 
which he confidered a fafe navigation for {hipping, owing to their being 
fo narrow, to the irregular direétion and rapidity of the tides, and to 
the great depth of water ; which, even clofe to the fhore, was no where 
lefs than 60 fathoms. From this paffage the northern fhore was pur- 
fued, and two {mall arms leading to the N.w., each about a league in 
extent, were examined. Here was met a canoe in which were three 
Indians, who fled to the woods with the utmoft precipitation, leaving 
their canoe on the fhore. In it Mr.Johnftone depofited fome trifling ar- 
ticles, in the hope of diffipating by this means, their ill-grounded ap- 
prehenfion of danger. As he proceeded, he paffed a fpacious opening 
leading to the s:w., which he fuppofed communicated with the gulph 
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fome diftance to the weftward of our prefent ftation. The principal | 


channel of the weftern arm ftill preferving a weft dire&tion, was about a 


mile wide; and as they advanced in it, they arrived at another branch | 


nearly about the fame width, in latitude 50°26, longitude 294° 34’, with 
an iflet and'fome rocks lying off its eaft point of entrance.  Conform- 
ably to’ our mode of tracing the continental fhore, they were led up 
this opening ; and in the night, found themfelves incommoded by the 
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flood tide, although they had conceived from their former obfervations on 
the tides, that, at the time of their being difturbed at their re{ting place 
on fhore, it would be nearly low water, as the moon was then pafling 
the meridian. But, as the tide here varied upwards of four hours ear- 
lier than in the gulph of Georgia, and as the night had been {till and 
pleafant, no accidental caufe could be referred to, which was likely to 
have produced fo material: an. alteration: the period of flowing, how- 
ever, nearly correfponded with that of the tides at Nootka, and on the 
fea-coaft to the north of that place; which left little doubt, in the mind 
of Mr. Johnftone, that this unexpefted circumftance had been occafion- 
ed by the channel they were in communicating with the ocean to the 
north-weftward. The examination of the arm was continued, the next 
morning, to the latitude of 50°46, longitude 234° 41’, where it was 


thought to end. But this appearance proved to be a contraétion only of 


the channel, by two interlocking points, from whence the Spaniards, who 
afterwards purfued its courfe, found its final termination in a N.z. by N. 
diretion about g leagues further. They again reached the entrance in 
the evening, where the party refted for the night. This canal, which I 


-diftinguifhed by the name of LouGHBorovucGu’s CANAL, was about a 
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mile wide, between fleep and nearly perpendicular mountains, from 
whofe lofty fummits the diffolving {now defcended down their rugged 
fides in many beautiful cafcades. 

In the morning of the 6th, their refearches were continued along 
the weftern channel, in which they found the tide favoring their former 
conjectures, by the flood evidently approaching them from the weftward. 
About 2 leagues to the weft of the arm they had quitted, the channel 
again branched off in two directions, one {tretching a little to the north- 
ward, the other a little to the fouthward of weft. The former demand- 
ed their attention firft, and was found to be an intricate channel, con- 
taming many funken rocks and rocky iflets, occafioning great irregu- 
larity in the tides, which were here extremely violent ; this continued 
about 2 leagues, where the channel widened, and the water became lefs 
agitated. Their courfe along the continental fhore led them into a con- 
tinuation of the weftern channel, which they had forfaken for the pur- 
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pofe of purfuing this more northerly one along the fhore of the main land, 
by which means the fouthern fide of the channel they had paffed through 
was proved to be an ifland, about 4 leagues in extent. From hence, they 
¢ontinued along the northern fhore of the great weftern channel for the 
moft part upwards of half a league wide, in the firm reliance of ‘finding 
it lead to the ocean. Under this impreffion, Mr. Johnftone thought it 
of importance to afcertain that fact as fpeedily as poffible; for which 
purpofe, he fteered over to the fouthern fhore, leaving fome openings, 
with fome iflands and rocks, on the northern fide, for future examina- 
tion. The fouthern fhore was found nearly ftraight, and intire, rifing 
abruptly from the fea to mountains of great height. Here they paffed 
fome {mall habitations of the natives, but the northern fhore prefented 
not the leaft fign of its being inhabited to the weftward of the narrows. 
. A flow progrefs was now made to the weftward, in confequence of a 
frefh gale from that quarter, moft part of the day; and the nights and 
mornings, often obfcured in a thick fog, were generally calm. 

On the morning of the 8th, they were much furprized by the report 
of a gun at no very great diftance. This was immediately anfwered by 
a fwivel; but no return was heard. On the fog clearing away, a {mall 
canoe appeared, which attended .them until they reached a village of 
greater confequence, in point of fize, than any they had before feen, 
fituated on the front of a hill near the fea-fide. The two Indians in 
the canoe, finding they were feen by thofe on fhore, ventured alongfide 
our boats; and, in the canoe, was a mufket with its appendages, and 
an eagle recently fhot, which eafily accounted for the difcharge heard 
in the fog. As they approached the village feveral canoes vifited the 
party ; each of which was armed with a mufket, and provided with am- 
munition; in one canoe there were three; thefe were confidered as belong- 
ing to a chief, who informed them, that the village was under the au- 
thority of Maquinna*, the chief of Nootka, who, they gave our party 
reafon to believe, was then on fhore. The village had the appearance 
ef being conftructed with much regularity ; its inhabitants numerous, 
and all feemingly well armed: under thefe circumftances it was pafled 
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by, without further inquiry, agreeably to our eftablifhed maxim, never 
to court a danger on fhore when neceflity did not compel our land- 
ing. 

A {mall fandy ifland, lying to the eaftward of the village, affords between 
it and the land on which the town is fituated, a fmall, but very commo- 
dious, anchorage. _ This is not, however, to be approached by the paf- 
fage to the fouth of the ifland, that being navigable only for very {mall 
craft. To the fouth of the village a valley extended, apparently to a 
confiderable diftance in a fouth-wefterly direétion. Through it a very 
fine ftream of frefh water emptied itfelf into the fea, and, from the 
many wears that were feen in it; 1t was unqueftionably well ftocked with 
fifh, though not any was offered for fale, notwith{tanding the folicitations. 
of our party, in the Nootka language, with which the natives feemed 
well acquainted. 

After the chief had received fome prefents, amongft which copper 
feemed to him the moft valuable, he, with moft of his companions, re- 
turned to the fhore; and, on landing, fired feveral mufkets, to fhew, in all 
probability, with what dexterity they could ufe thefe weapons, to which 
they feemed as familiarized as if they had been accuftomed to fire-arms 
from their earlieft infancy. 

The fhores on each fide of the channel had materially decreafed in 
height. That to the northward appeared very much broken, and moft- 
ly compofed of iflands ; whilft that to the fouthward, which was purfu- 
ed, remained compaét and intire. The iflands to the north were gene- 
rally formed by low land near the fhore, rifing to'a moderate height, 
well wooded,- and on them the fmoke of feveral fires was obferved. 
This circumftance, together with the number of inhabitants on the 
fouthern fhore, and the many canoes that were feen pafling and re- 
pafling, evidently befpoke this country to be infinitely more populous 
than the fhores of the gulph of Georgia. 

The evening brought our party to the termination of the compatt 
fouthern fhore in its weft direétion, by a narrow channel leading to the 
fouth; and the main arm, which from that ftation took a north di- 
re€tion, {pread very confiderably; but the view to the weftward was 
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greatly interrupted by fmall iflands. Inthe hope of reaching the weft- 
ernmott ifland in fight, and by that means of determining the great ob- 
jet of their purfuit, they proceeded with a frefh gale from the eaft, 
attended by a great fall of rain, until midnight; when, fuppofing them- 
{elves at the limits they had feen before it was dark, they came to a grap- 
nel under the lee of a {mall ifland, which in fome degree fheltered them 
from the inclemency of the night. This extremely unpleafant weather 
continued without intermiffion, the whole of the next day, and until the 
morning of the 10th. They had now been abfent fix days out of the 
feven for which they had been provided, and the {mall remains of their 
{tock were becoming hourly more infufficient for the diftant voyage they 
had yet to perform.in returning to the fhips, which greatly increafed 
the mortification they experienced by this very unlooked for detention ; 
but a wefterly wind and pleafant weather returning with the morning of 
the 10th, they rowed to an iland confpicuoufly fituated, from whence 
their expectations were gratified by a clear though diftant view of the 
expanfive ocean. The land conftituting the different fhores of the paf- 
fage appeared of moderate height, much broken, and feemed to form 
various other channels to fea. This was however the moft capacious; 
the wefternmoft land of which, on the northern fide, bore by compafs 
nN. 62 w. about 5 leagues; and the wefternmoft land on the fouthern 
fide N. 80 w. about 4 leagues diftant. This ifland obtained the name of 
ALLEVIATION IsLaND, from whence they direéted their courfe home- 
ward, being upwards of 120 miles from the fhips. 

Impelled by reafons of the moft prefling nature, no time was loft in 
taking advantage of the prevailing favorable gale, with which they kept 
on their return until midnight, when as ufual they landed for the night on 
the fouthern fhore, nearly oppofite the weft end of the ifland that forms 
the fouth fide of the intricate paffage they had pafled through on the 
6th. As the furvey from the fhip had been carried on by that route, 
and confined to the examination of the northern or continental {hore to 
that ftation, through paflages rendered by various impediments ineligible 
as a navigation for the fhips, Mr. Johnftone was defirous of purfuing 
another which led more foutherly, and appeared lefs liable to fuch ob- 
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jeétions. Though he much regretted the loft opportunity of returning 
by the favorable gale that continued all night, he waited the approach 
of day, and departing with the dawn, had his wifhes gratified by failing 
through a clear and fpacious channel, in width about half a league, 
without the fmalleft interruption, or the leaft irregularity in the tides, 
The fouthern fhore, which from the large village was nearly ftraight, af- 
forded fome few fmall bays, the land moftly rifing in an abrupt manner 
from the fea to mountains of confiderable height, divided by vallies that 
appeared to extend a great way back into the country ; the fhores were 
tolerably well inhabited by the natives who lived in {mall villages near 
the water fide. The northern fhore was neither fo high nor fo com- 
pact ; feveral detached rocks were feen lying near it, and it was, gene- 
rally fpeaking, compofed_ of rugged rocks, in the fiffures of which an 
abundance of pine trees were produced, conftituting, as on the fouthern 
fhore, one intire foreft. As they advanced in this channel, leading 
nearly in an eaft and weft direftion, they obferved another which led to 
the fouth, fouth eaftward, bearing every appearance of being clear, na- 
vigable, and communicating with the gulph; and one alfo ftretching to 
the north-eaftward, which they had little doubt was the fame they had 
feen after paffing the narrows on the 4th, leading to the s.w. The 
former of thefe they much wifhed to explore, but their provifions being 
totally exhaufted, it became expedient they fhould join the fhips without: 
further delay, and therefore purfued that leading to the north eaftward, 
by which they arrived as already related. 

This information left me fcarcely a doubt that the channel Mr. John- 
ftone had declined purfuing fouth eaftwardly towards the gulph, was the 
fame our boats had entered leading to the northward from point Mudge, 
and which, on comparing the {ketches of the feveral furveys, was as 
nearly as poffible reduced to a certainty. I derived no {mall degree of 
fatisfaction in finding my expeétations fo far anfwered, for had our efforts 
proved ineffectual in difcovermg a communication with the ocean, it 
would have occupied the remaining part of the feafon, to have examined 
the numerous openings on the oppofite fhores-of the gulph, which. 
were now proved to form the north-eaftern fide of an extenfive ifland 
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or archipelago, on whofe fouth weftern coaft Nootka is fituate; hence 
this tafk now became unneceffary, and I was flattered with the hope of 
yet extending our refearches during the fummer months a confiderable 
diftance to the northward. 

Sen" Galiano and Valdes I made acquainted with our difcoveries ; and 
with my intention of departing, in confequence of the information we 
had gained, the firft favorable moment. 

When the village was pointed out where Maguinna was fuppofed to 
have been, Sen Valdes was of opinion, that circumftance was highly 
probable, knowing he had authority over an extenfive country to the 
north-weftward of Nootka. 

Thefe gentlemen received fuch information of all our difcoveries up 
to this period as they required, and now begged leave. to decline accom- 
panying us further, as the powers they poffeffed in their miferable vef- 
fels, were unequal to a co-operation with us, and being apprehenfive 
their attendance would retard our progrefs. Sen Galiano favored me 
with a copy of his furvey, and other particulars relative to this inlet of 
the fea, which contained alfo that part of the neighbouring coaft extend- 
ing north-weftward from the ftraits of De Fuca, beyond Nootka to the 
latitude of 50° 3’, longitude 232° 48’. He likewife gave me a letter to 
be forwarded to Sen* Quadra at Nootka, by Maguznna, or any of his 
people with whom we might chance to meet, together with an introduc- 
tory one to Sen* Quadra, when I fhould have the pleafure of meeting 
him at Nootka. After an exchange of good wifhes, we bad each other 
farewell, having experienced much fatisfa€tion, and mutually received 
every kindnefs and attention that our peculiar fituation could afford to 
our little fociety. From thefe gentlemen we were affured, that on our 
arrival at Nootka we fhould meet a moft cordial reception, and be more 
pleafantly fituated than we could imagine, as the houfes had lately under- 
gone a thorough repair, and all the gardens had been put and kept in the 
higheft order, for the purpofe of being fo delivered into our poffeffion. 

With a light breeze from the northward, in the morning of the 13th, 
we weighed and left our Spanifh friends at anchor, who intended to pur- 


fue their refearches to the weftward through the channel Mr. Johniftone 
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had difcovered; and in commemoration of whofe exertions was by me 
named JOHNSTONE’S STRAITS; and the ifland defcribed by him on the 
6th, was in compliment to Mr. Swaine, who commanded the other boat 
diftinguifhed by the name of Hardwicke’s ifland, after the noble earl of 
that title; towards which ftraits our courfe was now bent to the fouth- 
ward, trufting we fhould find a paflage into them to the weftward of point 
Mudge. 

Little remains further to add refpeéting the ftation we had juft quit- 
ted, but to ftate the general fatisfaétion that prevailed on leaving a re-_ 
gion fo truly defolate and mhofpitable. During our flay at that gloomy 
place, I was enabled to take only ten fets of lunar diftances ; which, with 
fix fets taken at our anchorage near the entrance of the found, gave a 
mean refult for the longitude 235° 5’ 30’. Kendal’s chronometer, by ten 
fets of altitudes taken on different days, fhewed the mean refult, allow- 
ing the Birch bay rate, to be 235° 21’. This I confidered to be nearer 
the truth than that deduced from the few lunar obfervations above men- 
tioned, and have accordingly adopted it as the longitude of Defolation 
found, whofe latitude by fix meridional altitudes of the fun was found 
to be 50°11’. The mean refult of eighteen fets of azimuths taken on 
board, differing from 17° 45 to 23°, gave a mean refult of 19° 16’ eaft- 
erly variation; feventeen {ets taken on fhore differed from 14° 26° to 19° 
30’, gave a mean refult of 16° variation in the fame direétion. The ir- 
regularity of the tides was fuch that no correét inferences could well be — 
drawn. They appeared to be principally influenced by local, or inciden- 
tal caufes ; poffibly by the operation of both. They were greatly affected 
by the dire€tion or force of the winds, which feemed as equally to a€& on 
the rife and the fall, as on the current when there was any. This how- 
ever was not always the cafe; as in the courfe of fome days there would 
not be the leaft perceptible ftream; and in others a very rapid one, 
that generally continued in the fame direction twenty-four hours, and 
fometimes longer. The time of high water was equally vague and un- 
definable ; this I attributed to its infular fituation, nearly at the extre- 
mity of the influence of two tides flowing from direétly oppofite pomts, 
caufing their divided ftreams to a&t, according to the incidental circum- 
flances that might operate upon them. 
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In this route we paffed through the affemblage of iflands and rocks 
lying at fome diftance before the entrance into Defolation found; fome 
of which prefented an appearance infinitely more grateful than that of 
the interior country. Thefe were moftly of a moderate height from the 
fea, tolerably well wooded, and the fhores not wholly compofed of rug- 
ged rocks, afforded fome fmall bays bounded by fandy beaches. The 
wind continued light from the ‘northern quarter, and the weather being 
ferene and pleafant, made a moft agreeable change. Numberlefs whales 
enjoying the feafon, were playing about the fhip in every direction; as 
were alfo feveral feals ; the latter had been feen in great abundance du- 
ring our refidence in Defolation found, and in all the remote excurfions 
of our boats, but they were fo extremely watchful and fhy, that not one 
could be taken. Thefe animals feemed to have had the exclufive poffef 
fion of the gloomy region we had juft quitted; but the {cene now before 
us was more congenial to our minds, not only from the different afpeét 
of the fhores, but from the attention of the friendly Indians, who as we 
were crofling the gulph, vifited us in feveral canoes, with young birds, 
moftly fea fowl, fifh, and fome berries, to barter for our trinkets and other 
commodities. Soon after mid-day we anchored about half a mile to the 
northward of point Mudge in 37 fathoms water, on a bottom of black 
fand and mud. A very ftrong flood tede came from the northward, and 
although nearly convinced that our conjectures were right, the launch 
and cutter with lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, were immediately 
difpatched to examine the channel as to its communication with John- 
ftone’s f{traits; that in the event of there being any obftructions where 
fuch rapid tides were running, we might have fufhcient notice, and be 
prepared to avoid them. 

From the village fituated on point Mudge, we were vifited by feveral 
of the natives, who brought fifh and the wild fruits of their country, 
which they exchanged for our European articles, in a very fair and 
hone{t manner. 

After dinner, accompanied by Mr. Menzies and fome of the officers, 
I went on fhore to return the vifit of our friends, and to indulge our 
curiofity. On landing at the village, which is fituated a little to the 
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N.W. within the promontory, and nearly at the fummit of a fteep fandy 
cliff, we were received by a man who appeared to be the chief of the 
party. He approached us alone, feemingly with a degree of formality, 
though with the utmoft confidence of his own fecurity, whiltt the reft of 
the fociety, apparently numerous, were arranged and feated in the moft 
peaceable manner before their houfes. I made him fuch prefents as 
feemed not only to pleafe him exceflively, but to confirm him in the 
good opinion with which he was prepoffeffed ; and he ummediately con- 
duéted us up to the village by a very narrow path winding diagonally up 
the cliff, eftimated by us to be about an hundred feet in height, and 
within a few degrees of being perpendicular. Clofe to the edge of this 
precipice ftood the village, the houfes of which were built after the 
fafhion of Nootka, though {maller, not exceeding ten or twelve feet in 
height, nearly clofe together in rows, feparated by a narrow paflage 
fufficiently wide only for one perfon. On the beach, at the foot of the 
cliff, were about feventy canoes of {mall dimenfions, though amongft them 
were fome that would carry at leaft fifteen perfons with great conveni- 
ence. Ona computation, therefore, deduced from thefe and. other cir- 
cumftances, we were led to confider that this village, though occupying a 
very {mall fpace. could not contain lefs than three hundred perfons. 
The fpot where it was ere€ted appeared to be well chofen to infure its 
protection ; the fteep loofe fandy precipice fecured it in front, and its 
rear was defended by a deep chafm in the rocks; beyond thefe ‘was a 
thick and nearly impenetrable foreft: fo that the only means of accefs 
was by the narrow path we had afcended, which could eafily be main- 
tained againft very fuperior numbers. Having gratified our curiofity, 
and, in return for the cordial attention of thefe friendly people, made 
our acknowledgments by prefents of fuch trivial articles as. we had 
about us, we took our leave of the village for the purpofe of indulging 
ourfelves before dark, with a refrefhing walk, on a low margin of land ex= 
tending from the more elevated woodland country, fome diftance along 
the water-fide to the northward; a luxury we had not for fome time ex- 
perienced. In this excurfion, which was extremely grateful and pleafant, 
we faw two fepulchres built with plank about five feet in height, feven 
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in length, and four in breadth. Thefe boards were curioufly perforated 
at the ends and fides, and the tops covered with loofe pieces of plank, 
as if for the purpofe of admitting as great a circulation of air as poffi- 
ble to the human bones they enclofed, which were evidently the relics of 
many different bodies. A few of the Indians attended us in our walk, 
picking the berries from the trees as we paffed, and with much civility 
prefenting them to us on green leaves. The evening approaching obliged 
us to return on board, againft a very {trong ebb tide. 


The Chatham having been detained fome hours in Defolation found 


after we had failed, had now arrived and anchored near us. She had 
been ftopped by her anchor when nearly half up, hooking a rock ; every 
means that could be devifed had been reforted to without effeét, until the 
~ moment when they were about to cut it away it cleared itfelf, which for- 
tunately faved the anchor and cable. 

With a frefh breeze from the n.w. and a continuation of pleafant 
weather, at high water about three o’clock on faturday morning we were 
under fail, and with the affiftance of the ebb tide, turned about 4 leagues 
up the inlet towards a commodious anchoring place, that had been dif- 
covered by our boats, and was the appointed rendezvous on the return 
of the launch and cutter. About fix o’clock we arrived and anchored 
in 24 fathoms water, fandy bottom. In this fituation each fide of the arm 
formed a bay affording commodious anchorage; and that on the weftern 
fide being the moft extenfive was preferred. Nearly in the center is a fhal- 
low bank of fand, with a navigable paffage all around it. The fhips were 
ftationed between this bank and the north fide of the bay, near a {mall 
Indian village, whofe inhabitants had but little to difpofe of, though 
_they were very civil and friendly. . Whilft turning up mm the fhip, many 
of the natives came off; but the fwiftnefs of our motion prevented their 
coming on board. | 

The clearnefs of the fky and atmofphere enabled me to procure fome 
obfervations, by which our latitude was afcertamed to be 50° 7’ 90”. 
Ten. fets of lunar diftances, with thofe made in Defolation found, 
amounting in all to twenty-fix fets taken on different fides of the moon, 
brought forward by Kendal’s chronometer and the protraction, agree- 
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ing extremely well together ; gave the mean refult of the longitude by 
the lunar diftances 15/15” to the weftward of the watch. On fuch au- 
thority however, I could not poffibly determine that the chronometer 
erred fo materially ; yet had reafon to believe, that it was not gaining at 
the rate we had allowed fince our departure from Birch bay. - The true 
longitude therefore of the refpe€tive places hereafter mentioned, from 
Defolation found to Nootka, will be deduced from fuch obfervations as 
I was enabled to make at the latter ‘place for correcting the error of the 
chronometer ; by which, according to the Birch bay rate, the longitude 
of our prefent rendezvous was 234° 57’; its true longitude, by fubfequent 
obfervations, 234° 591; the variation of the compa{s by three fets of 
azimuths 18° 30’ eaftwardly. 

From point Mudge to this. bay the channel is nearly ftraight ; the weft- 
ern fhore is compact, the eaftern one has fome rocky iflets and rocks ly- 
ing near it; it is about half a league wide; in turning up we found not ' 
the {malleft ob{truétion ; and the fhores are fufficiently bold for veflels to 
ftand as clofe to them as inclination may direét. Immediately above this 
{tation the channel contraéts to a fhort half mile, by the projecting land 
that forms the north fides of thefe two bays, and by an ifland on the 
eaftern fhore (navigable round for boats only) which projeéts fo far as to 
reduce the channel to nearly one half its width. The tide, fetting to the 
fouthward through this confined paflage, rufhes with fuch immenfe im- 
petuofity as to produce the appearance of falls confiderably high ; though 
not the leaft obf{truétion of either rocks or fands, fo far as we had an 
opportunity of examining it, appeared to exift. The returning tide to 
the north, though very rapid, does not run with fuch violence ; this was 
eftimated to move at the rate of about 4 or 5 miles; the other, at Ton 
8 miles per hour. They feemed regular in their quarterly change, but 
the vifible rife and fall by the fhore in this fituation, was fo inconfide- 
rable as to allow us merely to diftinguifh the ebb from the flood tide. 

In the evening of the 14th our boats returned, having found the chan- 
nel from thefe narrow parts gradually increafing its width to a mile, and 
half a league, and to communicate with Johnftone’s ftraits in nearly the 
fame N.N.w. direGtion, about 4 leagues further, without any vifible ob- 
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ftruction or impediment to the navigation. The eaftern fhore, like that 
to the northward, was much broken; the weftern fhore continued firm, 
and afforded fome {mall bays in which there was good anchorage. As 
they proceeded, not any inhabitants were feen, but, on returning, they 
met twenty canoes filled with Indians, who, at firft, were a little dif- 
tant, but, at length, approached our party with confidence, and with 
every appearance of civility and friendfhip. 

_ Thefe were obferved to be more varioufly painted than any of the 
natives our gentlemen ‘had before feen. The faces of fome were made 
-intirely white, fome red, black, or lead colour; whilft others were 
adorned with feveral colours; and the generality had their hair decora- 
ted with the down of young fea-fowl. In thefe refpeéts, they evidently 
approached nearer to the chara€ter of the people of Nootka, than of 
any other we had yet feen, either in the entrance of the ftraits of De 
Fuca, or in the gulph of Georgia. 

The winds being too light and variable to command the fhip againft 
the influence of fuch rapid tides, we were under the necefflity of wait- 
ing for the ebb in the afternoon of the following day, when, with 
pleafant weather and a frefh breeze at N.w., we weighed about three 
o'clock, turned through the narrows; and, having gained about 93 
leagues, by the time it was nearly dark, we anchored on the weftern 
fhore in a {mall bay, on a bottom of fand and mud, in go fathoms wa- 
rer, to wait the favorable return of tide. On monday morning, with 
the affiftance of a frefh n.w. wind, and the {tream of ebb, we fhortly 
reached Johnftone’s {traits ; pafling a point which, ‘after our little con- 
fort, I named Point CHATHAM, fituated in latitude 50° 194, longitude 
234° 45. ‘This point is rendered confpicuous by the confluence of three 
channels, two of which take their refpective directions to the weftward 
and fouth-eaftward towards the ocean, as alfo by a fmall bay on each 
fide of it; by three rocky iflets clofe to the fouth of it, and by fome 
rocks, over which the fea breaks to the north of it. 

Immediately on our entering thefe ftraits, we were affetted by more 
fwell than we had experienced in this inland navigation, indicating that 
the ocean, in a wefterly direction, was not quite fo remote as, by Mr. 
Jehnftone, it had been eftimated. 
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In the Bay, to the north-weftward of point Chatham, was fituated an 


Indian village, from whence fome of the natives attempted to give us. - 


their company; but the wind, blowing heavily in fqualls, prevented 
their venturing alongfide. After we had proceeded about ten miles from 
point Chatham, the tide made fo powerfully againft us as obliged us, 
about breakfaft time, to become again ftationary in a bay on the north- 
ern fhore in 32 fathoms water. The land, under which we anchored, 
was a narrow ifland, which I diftinguifhed by the name of ‘TTHuRLOWw’S 
IsLAND, it is about 8 leagues long, and was paffed to the northward by 
Mr. Johnftone in going, and to the s.z. on his return. The Bay was ob- 
ferved to be in latitude 50°29’, longitude 234° 32’; three fets of azimuths 
gave the variation 19° eaftwardly ; it affords good anchorage; and wood 
and water may be eafily procured. Our efforts with the feine, though 
unremitted, were ineffe€tual, not having afforded us the leaft fupply fince 
our departure from Birch bay; nor, with the hooks and lines, had. we 
been more fuccefsful. About four in the afternoon, we again proceed- 
ed, but made little progrefs againft a frefh welterly gale. In the even- 
ing we pafled another village, when the inhabitants, more knowing than 
their neighbours, embraced the opportunity of the fhip being at ftays, 
of felling a few fmall frefh falmon. They had fome with them ready 
cooked, and they feemed to have great pleafure in throwing them on 
board as we paffed their canoes. We anchored again about nine in the 
evening, on the fouthern fhore, nearly abreaft of the weft end of Thur- 
low’s ifland, in 22 fathoms fandy bottom;*having gained, this tide, lit- 
tle more than 3 leagues. 

The wind blew ftrong from the weftward, with fqualls, during the 
night; and when we weighed, at three the next morning, we were 
obliged to ply, under double-reefed topfails, to windward, with little 
profpe&t of making much progrefs, until we had paffed Thurlow’s and 
Hardwick’s iflands. 

The meeting of thefe channels added great velocity to the tides ; and, 
as the day advanced, the weather became fair and pleafant, which ena- 
bled us to fpread all our canvafs; yet we were very apprehenfive of 
lofing, by the adverfe tide, all-we had gained by the favorable ftream ; 
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not having been able to reach the bottom with 100 fathoms of line, 
although repeated trials had been made, on traverfing within a fhip’s 
length of each fhore. At laft, about eleven, in a {mall bay on the 
fouthern fide, foundings were gained at the depth of 50 fathoms, where 
we inftantly anchored, about half a cable’s length from the rocks, to 
wait the return of the favorable current; not knowing by what name 
to call it. “That which came from the eaftward we had ftiled the ebb; 
but, on going on fhore to obferve the’ latitude, the ftream that came 
rapidly from the weftward, appeared to be the reflux, as the water on 
the fhore, during the afternoon, had evidently retired, though to no 
very great diftance. 

Our ftation here was nearly oppofite the firft opening on the northern 
fhore, paffed by unexamined by Mr. Johnftone; who had alfo declined 
vifiting two others, apparently on the continent, further to the weft- 
ward. Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, were difpatched in the 
launch and cutter, in order to explore the former, lying from us N. 50 £., 
about a league diftant, with inftru€tions to join me, in the fhip, either in 
the third unexplored opening on the north fide of the ftraits, or at the 
village where Maquinna was ftated to be; it being my intention, that 
the Chatham fhould purfue the fecond opening, whilft I proceeded in 
order to procure an interview with Maquinna, through whom I might 
be able to inform Sen” Quadra of the time he might expeét to fee us, 
and forward Sen™ Galiano’s letter. 

In the afternoon we were vifited by two canoes, having a mufket, 
with all the neceffary appurtenances, ineach. Thefe were the firft fire- 
arms, we had feen from the fhips, but, from the number Mr. Johnftone 
had feen in his late excurfion, it would appear, that the inhabitants of 
this particular part are amply provided with thefe formidable weapons. 

‘Having the tide in our favor, at four o’clock we quitted this ftation, 
the latitude of which was found to be in 50°27’, longitude 295°59’. At 
this time, it appeared to be low tide, the water having fallen, fince my 
landing in the forenoon, nearly five feet; the ftream was in our favor, 
though running at a very gentle rate, and the wind from the n.w. be- 


ing very light, we advanced fo flowly, that, by ten at night, we had 
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only gained 3 leagues, where another {mall bay, or cove, was feen on 
the fouthern fhore, with low land extending fome diftance from the 
mountains. Here I was in hopes of finding a commodious refting place, 
but was obliged to ftand very near to the fhore before foundings could 
be gained; at length, with 40 fathoms of line, the bottom was reach- 
ed, and on wearing, which the fhip did very brifkly, in order to an- 
chor in a lefs depth of water, our next caft was 10 fathoms, when the 
anchor was inftantly let go: yet, before we had veered a third of the 
cable, the fhip grounded abaft; but, on heaving in a few fathoms of 
the cable, fhe very eafily fwung off the bank. The Chatham grounded 
alfo, and was likewife got off with little difficulty. 

At this ftation, it was again low water about four on wednefday 
morning, or nearly fo, as the inner part of the bank on which we had 
grounded, and at that time was covered with water, was dry at no 
great diftance from us. We again proceeded, with the current in our 
favor, to the weftward; and on pafling two {mall villages of the natives, 
a few of the inhabitants, from each, paid us their refpeéts. At this 
time we were nearly abreaft of the fecond opening, paffed by unexami- 
ned by Mr. Johnftone. It appeared infinitely more capacious than the_ 
other, which, agreeably to my former intentions, Mr. Broughton was 


direéted to purfue, appointing the fame rendezvous with him, that had 


been fixed for the boats. 

We remained under fail the whole day, but made fo little way, that, 
by nine at night, we had advanced about 5 leagues only. Then, in a 
{mall bay, clofe to the rocks on the fouthern fhore, we again anchored, 
in 45 fathoms water, fandy bottom. 

Light variable winds prevented our failing until eight the next morn- 
ing, when, with a gentle breeze from the eaftward, we weighed; and, 
what was not a little extraordinary, without heaving the leaft {train on 
the cable, on fifhing the anchor, its lower arm was difcovered to. be 
broken off clofe to the crown, and to have been left at the bottom. On 
further examination, it proved to have been juft welded round the fur- 
face, fo as barely to hold the parts together, within which the bars, 
compofing the internal mafs, preferved their original unaltered fhape, 
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diftinétly feparate from each other; and, in the fpaces remained the 
blackf{mith’s coal, without any appearance of their having undergone thie 
a€tion of fire. 2 
Whilft we remained inactive the fore part of the morning, our time 
was not unprofitably employed, in receiving the welcome vifits of fome 
hofpitable friends from the fhore; who brought us fuch an abundant 
fupply of frefh falmon, that we purchafed a fufficient number to ferve 
the crew fo long as they would keep good; which was a-great relief 
from our falted provifions, being a luxury we had not lately experienced. 
We had not long been under fail, when the officers, who had been 
difpatched in the boats on the 17th, arrived on board. From thefe gen- 
tlemen I became acquainted, that they had examined the inlet to which 
they had been direfted. Off its weft point lies a {mall ifland; its entrance 
is about half a mile wide, but with no more than 4 fathoms water in mid- 
channel; from whence it extends about 8 miles, in a direction N.75 E.; 
this depth however increafed as they advanced, to 5, 6, and 7 fathoms, af- 
fording good anchorage about two thirds of the way up: beyond which 
limits, like all the canals of this kind that we had explored, it termi- 
nated in fhallow water. The country bore a more pleafing afpeét than 
that feen from Johnftone’s ftraits; and the foil, where they landed, at 
the upper part, was compofed of black mould and fand, producing’ pine- 
trees of large dimenfions. They faw one run of water at the head; but 
the fhoal {tretching from thence, prevented their afcertaining its quali- 


ties ; yet as a deferted village was obferved half way up on the northern | 


fhore, in all probability this place is not deftitute of wholefome water, 
the only undifcovered' requifite to conftitute it a very fnug and commo- 
dious port; to which I gave the name of Port NEVILLE. 

The weather was ferene and pleafant, but the wind fo light and va- 
riable, that, although we were not more than 4 leagues from the vil- 
lage where we expected to meet Magquinna; it was not until paft ten’ at 
night that we reached that ftation, when we anchored juft without the 
fandy ifland, in 7 fathoms water. 

- The next moriing fhewed the village in our neighbourhood to be 
large; and, from the number of our vifitors, it appeared to be very 
populous. Thefe brought us the {kins of the fea-otter, of an excellent 
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quality, in great abundance, which were bartered for fheet-copper, and 
blue cloth; thofe articles being in the higheft eftimation amongft them, 
Molt of thefe people underftood the language of Nootka, though it did 
not appear to be generally fpoken. 

The Ty-eze, or chief of the village, paid us an early vifit, and receiy- 
ed from me fome prefents which highly delighted him. I underftood 
his name to be Cheflakees. He acknowledged Maquinna to be a greater 
chief; as he alfo did Wicanani/h ; but, fo far as I could learn, he did 
not confider himfelf to be under the authority of either. 

On inquiring if Maguinna was at the village, he anfwered in the 
negative, faying they feldom vifited; and that it was a journey of four 
days acrofs the land to Nootka found, whieh from hence towards the 
$.S.w. 1s about 20 leagues diftant. | 

Accompanied by fome of the officers, Mr. Menzies, and our new 
gueft Cheflakees, I repaired to the village, and found it pleafantly fitua- 
ted on a floping hill, above the banks of a fine frefh-water rivulet, dif- 
charging itfelf into a {mall creek or cove. It was expofed to a fouthern 
afpeét, whilft higher hills behind, covered with lofty pines, fheltered it 
completely from the northern winds. The houfes, in number thirty- 
four, were arranged in regular ftreets; the larger ones were the habi- 
tations of the principal people, who had them decorated with paintings 
and other ornaments, forming various figures, apparently the rude de- 
figns of fancy ; though it is by no means improbable, they might annex 
fome meaning to the figures they defcribed, too remote, or hieroglyphi- 
cal, for our comprehenfion. The houfe of our leader Cheflakees was 
diftinguifhed by three rafters of flout timber raifed above the roof, ac- 
cording to the architeéture of Nootka, though much inferior to thofe 
I had there feen, in point of fize; the whole, from the oppofite fide of 
the creek, prefented a very picturefque appearance. 

On our landing, three or four of the inhabitants, only, came down 
to receive us at the beach; the reft quietly remained near their houfes. 
Thefe, Cheflakees informed me, were his near relations, who confequent- 
ly received, in the fhape of prefents, compliments from me, with which 


they feemed greatly plealed. 
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The houfes were conftruéted after the manner at Nootka, but appeared 
rather lefs filthy, and the inhabitants were undoubtedly of the fame 
nation, differing little in their drefs, or general deportment. Several 
families lived under the fame roof; but their fleeping apartments were 
feparated, and more decency feemed to be obferved in their domeftic 
economy, than I recolleéted to be the praétice at Nootka. The wo- 
men, who in proportion appeared numerous, were varioufly employed ; 
fome in their different houfhold affairs, others in the manufacture of their 
garments from bark and other materials ; though no one was engaged in 
making their woollen apparel, which I much regretted. The fabrication 
of mats for a variety of purpofes, and a kind of bafket, wrought fo cu- 
rioufly clofe, as to contain water like an earthen veffel without the leaft 
leakage or drip, comprehended the general employment of the women, 
who were not lefs induftrious than ingenious. 

As inquiries into the laudable ingenuity of others are not to be fatis- 
fied in the civilized world without fome expence, fo inveftigations of the 
like nature amongft the uncultivated regions were not to be had in this 
fociety without due acknowledgments, which were folicited by thefe fe- 
male artizans in every houfe we entered ; and fo abundant were their 
demands, that although I confidered myfelf amply provided for the oc- 
cafion with beads, hawk’s bells, and other trinkets, my box, as well as 
my pockets, and thofe of the gentlemen who were of the party, were 
foon nearly emptied. At the conclufion of this vifit we were enter- 
tained at’the houfe of an elderly chief, to whom Che/akees, and every 
other perfon paid much refpeét, with a fong by no means unmelodious, 
though the performance of it was rendered exceflively favage, by the 
uncouth geftures, and rude actions accompanying it, fimilar to the re- 
prefentations I had before feen at Nootka. The fong being finifhed, we 
were each prefented with a ftrip of fea-otter {kin; the diftribution of 
which occupied fome time. After this ceremony a fong from the ladies 
was expected ; and during this interval, I obferved in the hands of the 
numerous tribe that now furrounded us, many fpears pointed with iron, 
clubs, large knives, and other weapons with which they were not fur- 
nifhed on our firft approach to the village. I was not altogether fatis- 

Yy2 fied 


347 


1792. 
July. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


fied with this change in their appearance, though I had every reafon to 
believe their intentions were of the moft imoffenfive nature, and that it 
was moft probable they had thus. produced their arms to fhew their 
wealth, and imprefs us with an idea of their confequence: I deemed it, 
however, moft advifeable to withdraw; and having diftributed the few 
remaining articles we had referved, Cheflakees was informed I was about 
to return; on which he, with his relations who had attended us through 
the village, accompanied us to the fandy ifland, whither I went to ob- | 
ferve its latitude. 

Some few others of the Indians attended us on this occafion, whofe 
behaviour being orderly and civil, they were permitted to aflemble round 
me whilft obferving. ‘They were exceflively amufed with the effeét of 
the fun’s rays through the reading glafs; and the extraordinary quality of 
the quickfilver ufed for the purpofe of an artificial horizon, afforded 
them the greateft entertainment, until our bufinefs was ended, when 
they in a very friendly manner took leave, and confirmed me in the opi- 
nion, that the martial appearance they had affumed, was purely the ef- 
fe@t of oftentation. 

In moft of the houfes were two or three mufkets, which, by their locks 
and mounting, appeared to be Spanifh. Che/lakees had no lefs than 
eight in his houfe, all kept in excellent. order: thefe, together with a 
great variety of other European commodities, I prefumed, were pro- 
eured immediately from Nootka, as, on pointing to many of them, they 
gave us to underftand they had come from thence, and in their commer- 
cial concerns with us, frequently explained, that their {kins would fetch 
more at Nootka than we chofe to offer. Their total number we efti- 
mated at about five hundred. ‘They were well verfed in the principles of 
trade, and carried it on in a very fair and honorable manner. Sea-otter 
{kins were the chief obje€ts of our people’s trafic, who purchafed nearly 
two hundred in the courfe of the day. Mr. Menzies informed me, that 
thefe had been procured at leaft an hundred per cent. dearer than when 
he vifited the coaft on a former occafion, which manifeftly proved, that 
either a furplus quantity of European commodities had been fince im- 
ported into this country, or more probably, that: the avidity fhewn by 
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the rival adventurers in this commerce, and the eagernefs of an unre- 
{trained throng of purchafers from different nations, had brought Euro- 
pean commodities into low eftimation. Iron was become a mere drug ; 
and when we refufed them fire arms and ammunition, which humanity, 
prudence, and policy direéted to be with-held, nothing but large fheets 
of copper, and blue woollen cloth engaged their attention in a commer- 
cial way ; beads and other trinkets they accepted as prefents, but they 
returned nothing in exchange. 

Thefe were the principal circumftances that occurred to me on our 
fhort vifit to this ftation. The further and more general obfervations, 
that fell under my notice refpeéting the very extraordinary region we had 
lately paffed through, and which were not noticed in the narratives of the 
feveral parties who were employed in exploring it, I fhall now briefly 
ftate, with fuch refle€tions as were confequent thereon. 

The length of coaft from poimt Mudge to this. ftation, about 932 
leagues, forms a channel which, though narrow, is fair and navigable ; 
manifefted by the adverfe winds obliging us to beat to windward every 
foot of the channel, and to perform a complete traverfe from fhore to 
fhore through its whole: extent, without meeting the leaft obftruétion 
from rocks or fhoals. The great depth of water not only here, but that 
which is generally found wafhing the fhores of this very broken and 
divided country, muft ever be confidered asa very peculiar circumftance, 
and a great inconvenience to its navigation. We however found a fuf- 
ficient number of ftopping places to anfwer all our purpofes, and, in 
general, without going far out of our way. In coming from the weft- 
ward, through Johnftone’s ftraits, the beft channel into the gulph of 
Georgia in thick weather might, though not eafily, be miftaken. Such 
error however may be avoided, by keeping the fouthern fhore clofe on 
board, which is compact, and fo fteep, that it may be paffed within a 
few yards in the greateft fafety: indeed I have every reafon to believe 
the whole of the paflage to be equally void of dangers that do not evi- 
dently fhew themfelves. The height of the land that compofe thefe 
fhores and the interior country, has been already ftated to decreafe as we 
proceeded weftward. The land on the fouthern fide, which is an extenfive 
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ifland, appeared the moft elevated, compofed of very lofty mountains, 
whofe fummits, not very irregular, were full in fome places covered with 
now. The northern fide, for a confiderable diftance, feemed lefs ele- 
vated, and the intire foreft that covered its furface, might have favored 
the belief of great fertility, had we not known that pine trees innu- 
merable are produced from the fiffures and chafms of the moft barren 
rocks, of which, we had great reafon to fuppofe, the whole of the coun- 
try before us was compofed. Its low appearance may poffibly be oc- 
cafioned by its being much divided by water, as we evidently faw, through 
an opening, about four miles only to the weftward of that appointed 
for our rendezvous, a much greater {pace fo occupied, than that which 
comprehended thefe ftraits. Our general view to the northward, was, 
however, bounded by a.mountainous country, irregular in the height 
of its eminences, and fome of them capped with {now. The retired hills 
of the moft eaftern part of the {traits, were, as we pafled, fo obfcured 
by the high fteep rocky cliffs of the fhores, that we were unable to de- 
{cribe them with any precifion. As the elevation of the northern fhore 
decreafed, I was in expeétation of feeing a continuation of that lofty 
and conneéted range of {nowy mountains, which I have repeatedly had 
reafon to confider, as the infurmountable barrier to any extenfive inland 
navigation. Herein I was difappointed, as this lofty ftruéture either 
decreafes in its vaft degree of elevation, or it extends in a more inland 
direction. 

The refidence of all the natives, we had feen, fince our departure from 
point Mudge, was uniformly on the fhores of this extenfive ifland, 
forming the fouthern fide of Johnftone’s ftraits, which feems not only to be 
as well inhabited as could be expected in this uncultivated country, but 
infinitely more fo, than, we had reafon to believe, the fouthern parts 
of New Georgia. This faét eftablifhed, it muft be confidered as fingu- 
larly remarkable, that, on the coaft of the oppofrte or continental fhore, 
we did not difcover even a veftige of human exiftence, excepting the 
deferted villages! This circumftance, though it countenances the idea 
of the original inhabitants of the interior country having migrated, 
fallen by conqueft, or been deftroyed by difeafe ; ftill leaves us unable to 
adduce any particular reafon as the caufe of this evident depopulation. 
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The width of the paflage fcarcely any where exceeding two miles, can 
hardly have induced the inhabitants of the northern fide, to quit 
their dwellings for a refidence on the oppofite fhore, merely for the 
purpofe of being that {mall diftance nearer to the commerce of the fea- 
coaft. On regarding the afpeét of the two fituations, and on refleéting 
that the winter feafon under this parallel muft be fevere and inclement, 
it appears reafonable to fuppofe, that any human beings, not reftrained 
in fixing their abode, would not hefitate to choofe the very oppofite fide 
to that which is here preferred, where, in general, their habitations 
front a bleak northern afpeét, with mountains rifing fo perpendicular- 
ly behind them, that, if they do not totally, they muft in a great mea- 
fure, exclude the cheering rays of the fun for fome months of the year. 
_ The northern fide labours not under this difadvantage, and enjoying the 
genial warmth denied to the other, at certain feafons, moft probably, 
poffeffes the requifites neceffary to their prefent mode of life, at leaft 
in an equal degree; efpecially, as this country has, in no inftance, re- 
ceived the advantages of cultivation. This would appear to be the 
fituation of choice, the other of neceffity ; for the fame fource of fub- 
fiftence, which is evidently the fea, affords equal fupplies to the inhabi- 
tants of either fhore. And that there was a time, when they refided on 
both, is clearly proved, by their deferted habitations, yet in exiftence, 
on the northern fhore. . 

As neither Maguinna, nor any of his people, were at this village, I 
intrufted to the brother of a man named Kaowztee, who feemed next 
of importance to Cheflakees, the letter I received from Sen™ Galiano, as 
alfo one from myfelf, to be forwarded to Sen” Quadra at Nootka, which 
this man undertook to deliver, on the promife of being handfomely 
rewarded for his fervice. 

The fandy ifland, by my obfervations, is fituated in latitude 50°35’, 
longitude 232°57'; the variation of the compafs here being 20° 45’ eaft- 
wardly. 
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Pafs through Broughton’s archipelago, to pursue the continental fhore—The 
veffels get aground—Enter Fitzhugh’s found—Reafons for quitting the 
coaft, and proceeding to Nootka. 


Se 


Havine replaced our broken anchor with a new one from out of 
the hold, which had employed the whole of the preceding day, about ten 
on ‘faturday forenoon we proceeded with a favorable breeze from the 
weftward, to the appointed rendezvous, that lies from the fandy illand 
N. 89 E. at the diftance of about 14 miles, where, at three in the after- 
noon, we anchored in 20 fathoms water, fandy bottom, about a cable’s 
length from the fhore, of a fimilar nature to thofe already defcribed. 
Wifhing to acquire fome idea of the probable extent of this opening, 
I left the fhip after dinner, and was not a little furprized to find it com- 
municate with the extenfive fpace of water, to the north of the channel 
or {traits already mentioned, making the land under which we were -at 
anchor, an ifland about a league and a half long, nearly in a direction 
N. 70 W. with many rocky iflets and rocks lying about its weftern ex- 
tremity, fome along its north fide, and others off the eaft end. North- 
ward of this ifland, and of a chain of others which lie to the weftward of 
it, an armof the fea, not lefs than 4 or 5 leagues acrofs, {tretched weft- 
ward towards the ocean, where the horizon, in that dire€tion, appeared 
to be intercepted only by a few fmall iflands; the eaftern and northern 
fhores feemed wholly compofed of rocky iflands and rocks, and pre- 
fented in their examination a very laborious tafk, to afcertain the con- 
tinental boundary. But as this important line had been already deter- 
mined to the entrance of an opening, not more than 3 leagues to the 
ea{tward 
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-eaftward of our prefent ftation, now under the furvey of Mr. Broughton 
in the Chatham, and as a branch of this opening to the eaftward of us 
took a direétion that way through a multitude of iflands, any inveftiga- 
tion of this broken country was rendered unneceflary, until I fhould 
underftand how far the Chatham had been able to fucceed in fixing the 
‘continuation of the continental fhore. 

Our very inaétive, unpleafant fituation, whilft we anxioufly waited the 


arrival of our confort,. was fomewhat relieved by the vifits of a few. 


Indians from the fouthern fhore of the ftraits, who brought us a fmall 
fupply of fifh, very acceptable, being unable to obtain any by our own 
efforts. Amongft the number of our vifitors we were honored with the 
company of Chefakees, with whofe importunities for various articles I 
had with pleafure complied. He remained on board moft part of the 
day; and as he fat at my elbow whillt writing, faw me frequently ad- 
vert to a {mall memorandum book, which.he managed to take away in 
the moft dexterous manner, unperceived. Having. occafion for its ufe, 
b and knowing no other perfon had been “near “me, the’ purloiner could 


~~ not be miftaken.” A Sandwich ifland mat which Thad given him, he had 
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contrived. to fold up ina very {mall compals, and in the center of it - 
was the miffing book. He appeared. fomewhat afhamed at the dete€tion, — 


“but more mortified at my taking away. the prefents he had received : 
thefe were however, about-two” hours’ afterward _reftored, on his’ contri- 
tion, and penitential. appheation, Stealing a book, incapable of being 
in the leaft degree ferviceable to him, ° or uleful to any other perfon than 
the owner, ftrongly markéd that natural inordinate’propenfity to thiev- 
ing, which, with few exceptions, influences the whole of the uncivili- 
zed. world, preventing them, as if impelled by mere inflinét, and te 
tute of reafon, to reftrain: fuch inclinations. 
Without any circumftance occurring of an interefting ALiNe: we re- 
mained uncomfortably idle until the arrival of -Mr. ‘Broughton 1 in the af- 
ternoon of the 27th, who came” on: board in. his cutter, the Chatham 
having been obliged; by adverfe winds, to anchor the. preceding evening 
3 leagues to the ulead of our rendezvous. 
Mr. Broughton informed me, that after he had entered the opening 
Vor. I, if; 2, Ye he 
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he had been fent to examine, the eaftern point of which is fituated in 
latitude 50° 32’, longitude 239° 32’, he found it take an irregular courfe 
towards the nN. £. paflinga narrow branch leading to the weftward. This 
opening, about a mile in width, occupied their attention until fun-fet, 
when they anchored at its head in 9 5 fathoms water, and found it to termi- 
nate like the many others already defcribed, in latitude ‘50° 49’, longi- 
tude 234° 34: which after Sir John Call, was named Cari’s Cana. 
On the evening of the next day they reached the narrow branch leading 
to the weftward, which lies from their laft place of anchorage s. 68 w. 
about 4 leagues diftant. Here the Chatham flopped for the night in 17 
fathoms water, near a {mall village of the natives, who brought them an 
abundance of frefh falmon. Mr. Broughton examined this narrow 
branch, and found it communicating with an arm of the fea in latitude 
50° 43’, longitude 239° 39’, juft navigable for the Chatham; and with 
the affiftance of a ftrong flood tide, and their boats, they pafled it the 
next morning, through a channel that continued for about half a league, 
not a hundred yards wide. The fhalloweft water, from 3 fathoms, gra- 
dually increafed to 7 fathoms, as they approached the arm of the fea, 
which is about 2 miles wide, and éxtends in an eaft and weft direétion. 
Here the Chatham anchored, and Mr. Broughton purfued its eaftern 
courfe in his boat along the continental fhore, leaving a branch lead- 


ing to the northward, near the entrance of which are two iflands and 


fome rocks, This arm of the fea continued a little to the northward of 
eaft, 6 leagues to the latitude of 50° 45/; where its width increafed to 
near a Jeague, taking an irregular,northerly direétion: to its final termi- 
nation. in latitude 51° 1, longitude-234° 13’... To this, after Capt. Knight 
of the navy, Mr. Broughton gave the name of Knicut’s CANAL. 
The fhores of it, like moft of thofe lately furveyed, are formed by high: 
ftupendous mountains. rifing almoft perpendicularly from the water’s 
edge. The diffolving {now on. their fummits produced many cataraéts 


that fell with great impetuofity down ‘their barren rugged fides. The 


frefh water that thus defcended gave a pale white hue to the canal, ren- 


dering its contents intirely frefh at the head, and drinkable for twenty 


miles below it. This dreary region was not, however, deftitute of in- 
habitants, 
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habitants, as a village was difcovered a few miles from its upper .extre- 
mity, which feemed conftructed like that defcribed in Defolation found, 
for defence; the inhabitants were civil and friendly. Near this place 
Mr. Broughton joined the Chatham on the morning of the 23d, and 


proceeded in her towards the branch above mentioned, leading to-the © 


northward. © This in the evening he reached, and anchored for the 
night in 75 fathoms water. The next morning its courfe was purfued 
about 3 leagues towards the.n.r. where this direétion terminated in, la- 
titude 50°'51'4, longitude 233° 4g, from whence it irregularly {tretched: to 
. the n.w. and weftward. Inhabitants were: ftill: found:on thefe inhofpi- 
table fhores, who brought fifh and {kins of the’ fea-otter to. fell, de- 
manding in return blue great-coats. A paffage through this channel was 
accomplifhed on the 25th, notwith{tanding the wind was very fickle and 
blew hard:in fqualls, attended with much thunder, lightning, and rain: 
the night was nearly calm, gloomy, and dark; and not being able .to 
gain foundings, although within thirty yards of the rocky fhores, they 
were driven about as the current of the tides direéted, and happily 
efcaped, though furrounded on all fides by innumerable rocks and rocky 
- iflets. On the 26th; the boundary of the continent was determined to 
a point which, from its appearance and fituation, obtained the name of 
Deep Sea Buivrr, in latitude 50° 52’, longitude 232° 29. ‘This fta- 
tion Mr. Broughton judged to be as far to the weftward as the appointed 
rendezvous; and for the purpofe of repairing thither, direéted his courfe 
to the fouth-weftward, through a channel that bore every appearance of 
leading to fea, as had been under{tood from the natives. With the affift- 
ance of a frefh gale from the n.£. he fhortly arrived at its fouthern en- 
trance, which prefented the opening I had feen on the day we arrived at 
this ftation. . Acrofs it his courfe was directed to the fouthward, leaving 
between his prefent track, and the route he had purfued to the north- 
ward, an extenfive clufter of iflands, rocky iflets,.and rocks. Thefe in 
commemoration of his difcovery, I diftmguifhed by the name> of 

BrouGuTon’s ARCHIPELAGO. 
Whilft at this ftation, I had an opportunity of obferving the latitude 
by five meridional altitudes of the fun, to be 50° 95’, its longitude 299° 
View ee”) 19. 
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19. The variation of the compals, differing in eight fets of azimuths 
from 18° 30’ to 29° 59’, fhewed a mean refult of 20° 5’, eaftwardly va- a 
“riation. The tides were irregular, on fome days being very rapid, on 


others fearcely perceptible ; the rife and fall, the time of high water, ‘and 


_other flu€tuations. and irregularities, I attributed, as already ftated, to | 
. the influence of the .winds, and the operation of other local caules on . 


~ this infulated, region. 


_ Saturday 28, 


With*a frefh breeze fhe the B.N.E: we-direéted our’ courfe to “the , 
weitward on the morning of the 28th, in order to proceed -to the north- | 
ward round the weft end of this ifland. The channel through which we 
pafled, though very unpleafant. on, account of the many rocks in it, 1s © 
infinitely Jefs dangerous than that tothe eaftward of the ifland, which 1 1S 
by no means aeiteable! for fhips toattempt. 2 

We had not been long under: weigh before we were ¢ joined by the 


Chatham, and fteered to vie Aarthwatd for the channel leading to Deep - | 
Sea bluff, which I called Firr’s Passacz.” As we crofled Ah ‘main: 


arm the {qually hazy weather permitted our feeing, but very imperfeétly, 
the feveral iflands and:rocks that it contains. het two o'clock in the 
afternoon we entered Fife’s paflage, and found its eaftern point (named by 
me, after ‘Captain Duff of the ap navy, Poinr Durr), fituated in 
latitude 50° 48’, longitude 239°10'. A. {mall rocky iflet-lies off pomt 
Duff covered with fhrabs and off the weft point of this paflage, named 
Point Gorpon, bearing n. 893 w. from pomt Duff, are feveral white » 

flat barren rocks lying at a little diftance from the fhore. Although the © 
tide appeared to be in our favor, we made-fo little progrefs in this inlet, 
that we were compelled to anchor~at five in the afternoon not more than. 
2 miles within the entrance in. 20 fathoms water, on the northern fhore, 
near fome fmall rocky iflets.. The fhores that now-furrounded us were 


‘not very high, compofed of rugged rocks fteep to the fea, in the chafms 
- and chinks of which a great number of ftunted or dwarf pine trees were 


produced. Some few of. the natives favored us with their company, but 
brought little to difpofe of; thefe were not quite fo much painted as the~ 
Indians of Cheflakee’s village, nor did they feem in the leaft acquainted. 
with the Nootka language. 

On 
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- On funday morning about nine we were under fail with a light favora- 
ble breeze, fufficient to have carried-us.at the rate of near a league per 
hour; yet the fhip remained ftationary and ungovernable, not an{wering 
to her helm in any direétion. In this very unpleafant and difagreeable fitu- 
ation, attributed by us to a kind of under tow, or counter tide, we continu- 
ed until near dark, when a more powerful breeze {pringing up, we reached 
Deep Sea bluff, and anchored about eleven at night, in a {mall opening on 
its weftern fide in 70 fathoms water; having pafled a more extenfive one to 
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(ene 
Sunday 29. 


the fouth of this, which took its direction to the N.w. On the return of Monday go. 


day, this appeared a very fmall branch of the fea ; and as it was now mani- 
_feft, there was no certainty in confiding in appearances, dire€tions were 
given, that both veflels fhould be removed higher up near to a con- 
venient {pot for recruiting our wood and-water ; whilft, in the -yawl, I 
proceeded to examine whither this arm was likely to lead. It continued 
about four miles from Deep Sea bluff to the north-eaftward, then ftretch- 


x ed to the weftward, and terminated behind the hill under which the 


veflels were at anchor, about two miles to the weftward of them, form- 
mga narrow ifthmus, over which we walked, and had a diftinét view 
of the opening before mentioned, extending to the weftward. Being 
perfectly fatisfied on this head, I returned, and found the veflels, at the 
appointed. ftation, riding in go fathoms water near the weftern fhore, 
conveniently fituated for procuring the only fupplies this dreary region 
feemed likely to afford. But, as tolerably fecure anchorage was not on 
all occafions to be found, I determined the veflels fhould remain ftati- 
onary heré, whilft the boats explored the broken country before us ; 
which promifed to furnifh other paflages, into the great weftern chan- 
nel we had quitted, and bore every appearance of leading to the pacific 
ocean. 
- The Difcovery’s yawl, launch and cutter, were ordered to be equip- 
ped, and in readinefs to depart at day-hght the next morning. Mr. 
Broughton accompanied me, attended by Lieutenant Puget in the launch, 
and Mr. Whidbey in the cutter. At fun-rife, our little fquadron put 
off with intention of following up the continental fhore, until we might 
find a more weftern paffage leading to the fea; there to appoint a ren- 
dezvous 
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dezvous for the launch and cutter, which were to continue the exami- 
nation of the continental boundary, whilft we returned to conduét the 
veffels to the appointed ftation. 

From Deep Sea bluff, the fhore of the main, acrofs this fmall opening, 
took a direétion N. 50 w., for about four miles; then extended Nn.N.x., 
about a league to a point, where the arm took a more eafterly courfe, 
paffing an ifland, and feveral rocky iflets, forming paflages for boats only : 
whilft, to the weftward of the ifland, the main channel was a mile in 
width, and no doubt was entertained of our there finding a greater depth 
of water than we required for the veflels. We were however obliged to 
quit the direétion of that which appeared, and afterwards proved to be 
the main channel, to purfue the continental line along this, which ap- 
parently led to the N.z. and eaftward. In this route, a poor unfortu- 
nate deer, that feemed to have eluded the purfuers, had found an afylum 


in a {mall recefs on the rocky precipice forming the fhore, about twenty 


yards in a direétion almoft perpendicular to the water, from whence he 
could only efcape by the way he had come. In this very expofed fitu- 
ation, the two headmoft boats paffed him unnoticed ; but, on the third 
making the difcovery, a platoon of mufkets was difcharged at the de- 
fencelefs animal by the whole party without effeét. On this a feaman 
landed, dnd, with a boat-hook, dragged him from the rocks by the neck, 
and fecured to us this valuable acquifition. Upwards of twenty mufkets 
on this occafion were fired, feven of which hit him, but no one mortally ; 
or wounded him in fuch a manner as to have prevented his efcaping, 
had not the over-hanging precipices of the rocks rendered it impoffible. 
Venifon had long with us been a fearce commodity ; our buck proved _ 
excellent, and afforded us all one or two excellent frefh meals. 

We purfued the examination of this arm to its. head in latitude 51°, 
longitude 233° 46’; where it terminated in a fimilar way to the many 
before defcribed. Its fhores, about a mile apart, were compofed of high 
{leep craggy mountains, whofe fummits were capped with fhow; the 
lower cliffs though apparently deftitute of foil, produced: many pine 
trees, that feemed to draw all their nourifhment out of the folid rock. 
The water, near 4 leagues from its upper end, was of a very light 
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chalky colour, and nearly frefh. From its fhores two fmall branches 
extended, one winding about four miles to the s.z. and s.w., the other 
about a league to the N.N.w. The examination of this canal employ- 
ed us until noon the next day, when we purfued that which appeared 
to be the main channel leading to the weftward, having feveral rocky 
iflets and rocks off its north point of entrance. This I called Point 
Puiiip, lying n. 56 w. from Deep Sea bluff, at the diftance of not 
more than eight miles. So tardy was our progrefs in fixing the boun- 
dary of this broken continental fhore, which we traced from point 
Philip, about 2 leagues in the direction of N. 78 w., when it again be- 
came divided into various channels. The moft fpacious one, leading 
to the fouth-weftward, prefented an appearance of communicating with 
the fea. The fhores, on all fides, were high, {teep and rocky ; though 
they feemed tolerably well clothed with pines of different forts. 

We kept the continental fhore on board through a very intricate 
narrow branch that took a direétion £. by N. for near 2 leagues, and 
then terminated as ufual, at the bafe of a remarkable mountain, con- 
fpicuous for its irregular form, and its elevation above the reft of the 
hills in its neighbourhood. This I have diftinguifhed in my chart by 
the name of Mount Srepuens, in honor of Sir Philip Stephens of 
the Admiralty. It is fituated in latitude 51°1', longitude 233° 20’, and 
may ferve as an excellent guide to the entrance of the various channels. 
with which this country. abounds. 

As we profecuted our refearches, we vifited a {mall Indian village 
fituated on a rocky iflet. The whole of it was nearly occupied, well 
eonftruéted for its proteétion, and rendered almoft inacceffible by plat- 
forms, fimilar to that before defcribed, though not fo ftrong, nor fo 
ingenioufly defigned. The inhabitants did not exceed thirty or for- 
ty perfons, who exaétly correfponded with thofe feen to the fouthward 
of Deep Sea bluff, and from whom we met with, as ufual, a very cordial 
reception. A few indifferent fea-otter {kins, for which they demanded 
more iron than we were inclined to give, comprehended all their ftock 
in trade ; they had a diftant knowledge of a few words of the Nootka 
language; but did not always feem properly to apply them. The nar- 
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row paflage by which we had-entered, is a channel admiffible for boats 
only; and thence, to the foot of mount Stephens, was merely a chafim in 
the mountains, caufed, probably, by fome violent efforts of nature. This 
idea originated in its differing materially in one particular from all the 
canals we had hitherto examined; namely, in its having regular found- 
ings, not exceeding the depth of 193 fathoms, although its fhores, like 
all thofe of the bottomlefs canals, were formed by perpendicular cliffs, 
from their {nowy fummits to the water's edge. 

The ftupendous mountains on each fide of this narrow chafm, pre- 
vented a due circulation of air below, by excluding the rays of the 
fun; whilft the exhalations from the furface of the water and the humid 
fhores of the canal, wanting rarefa€tion, were, in a great meafure, de- 
tained, like fteam in a condenfed ftate; the evaporation thus produced a 
degree of cold and chillnefs which rendered our night’s lodging very un- 
pleafant. aap , . 

We quitted this unwholefome fituation, at the dawning of the next - 
day, and direéted our courfe through another paflage, which,. from the 
northern fhore led about a league to the weftward, and then turned to 
the fouth.. This channel is rendered exceffively dangerous, owing to the 
number of rocky iflets, funken rocks, and, by the tides fetting through 
it with great rapidity and irregularity. By breakfaft time, we reached 
the opening leading to the fouth-weftward, about half a league from: 
the. village we had vifited the preceding day. Here I Intended to 
conclude my excurfion as foon as a place of rendezvous for the vef- 
fels and boats fhould be found; in queft of-which we proceeded down 


the opening leading to the fouth-weftward; which. I called WELLS’s i? 


PassaGe; this now feemed, ona certainty, to communicate with. the. 
great channel, which we fuppofed to lead to fea. But. another branch. 
{oon appearing that {tretched a little to the fouth-weftward of weit, I was 
in hopes my objeét would have been further attained. by finding fome » 
more wefterly {tation for our rendezvous than the end of Wells’s paffage. 
In this hope, we continued our examination about 2 leagues, leaving fome 
part of the fhore to the north of us, not fully explored. On landing 
to dine about the time of high water, we foon perceived a rapid ebb- 
tide coming from the weftward. This rendered a communication with 
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the ocean in that direction, if not impoffible, at leaft very improbable ;_ 


and as. the time, its examination was likely to engage from its apparent 
extent, might render my defign ineffeétual, I determined to return, leaving 
the launch and cutter to carry on the furvey. Our future meeting I ap- 
pointed near the weft point of Wells’s paflage ; this after Captain Boyles 
of the navy I named Poinr Boy tes; it is fituated in latitude 50° 51’, 
and in longitude 232°59". 

About one o’clock the next day, we arrived on board, and immedi- 
ately proceeded with the veffels towards the rendezvous, but fo flowly 
that it was faturday evening before we arrived within 2 leagues to the s. 
E. of it. There the boats joined us, and the want of wind obliged us to 
anchor in 60 fathoms water, on the s.w. fide of a low ifland, about 
half a league from its fhores, bearing by compafs from N. 42 E. to N. 
38 w.; point Duff n.87£.; the land of the fouthern fhore from s.50£. 
to s. 22 w.; a high ifland appearing to lie nearly in mid-channel, from 
8.55 Ww. to s.64 w.; and point Boyles v.84 w.; having many rocky 
iflets and rocks in view, too numerous to be here noticed. 

I now became acquainted, that the officers had returned, as direéted, 
to the examination of the continental fhore from the place where I 
quitted it, and on purfuing it to the fouthward, they had found it in- 
dented with fmall bays, that afforded, like the narrow arm before men- 
tioned, fnug and convenient anchorage; but the paflages into them 
were intricate and dangerous, owing to the ftrong currents, and the 
many rocky iflets, and funken rocks, in their neighbourhood. The 
arm, leading to the weftward, that I had been in, was traced to the la- 
titude of 50° 59, longitude 232° 36. In it were many rocky iflets and 
funken rocks; which, with the velocity of the tide, rendered it dan- 
gerous, even for the navigation of boats. Near its termination, they 
purfued a very narrow opening on its northern fhore, winding towards 
the E.N.£. replete with overfalls and funken rocks, and ending by a 
eafcade fimilar to feveral that had before been obferved. Thefe are 
perfeétly falt, and feem to owe their origin to the tidal waters, which, in 
general, rife feventeen feet, and, at high water, render thefe falls imper- 


ceptible, as the bar or obftruétion, at that time, lies from four to fix 
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feet beneath the furface of the fea, and confequently at low water caufes a . 
fall of ten or twelve feet; fome of which are twenty yards in width. One 
of thefe Mr. Whidbey afcended nearly at low water, and found the in- 
ternal refervoir to be a {mall lake, or rather a large pond, feemingly of 
deep water, divided into feveral branches, that winded. fome diftance 
through low, f{wampy woodland country. Thefe falt-water cafcades may, 
probably, be occafioned by the tides flowing with great rapidity, and, af- 
ter they have rifen above thefe obftru@ions, a& with confiderable pref- 
fure, rufhing forward in thofe inland narrow channels, where they foon 
overflow the plain, and, finding an extenfive field for their expanfion, a 
fufficient quantity of water, with the addition of the drains and fprings 
of the country, is thus colle€ted, to replenifh thefe refervoirs every 
twelve hours, and to caufe a conftant fall during the reflux of the tide. _ 
Within a few yards of one of thefe cafcades was difcovered a confide- 
rable ftream of warm frefh water. 

By this expedition, the continental fhore was traced to the weftern- 
mott land in fight. We had now only to proceed along it, as foon as 
the wind and weather would permit our moving. This, however, a 
thick fog and a calm, prevented, until funday afternoon, when a light 
breeze between s.w. and weft, enabled us, by fun-fet, to advance about 
2 leagues to the weftward of point Boyles, which, by compaf{s, bore 
from us s. 85 w.; an ifland, previoufly confidered to lie in mid-channel, 
but now difcovered to be divided into four or more iflets, s. 98 2.; the | 
moft diftant part of the oppofite fhore fouth, 4 or 5 leagues off; and 
the neareft taken by us to be an ifland, w.s. w. about a league. Thefe 
pofitions are not, however, to be received as correét, becaufe the fog, 
{till continuing, alternately obfcured place after place, in the fouthern 
quarters, fo as to render it impraéticable, either to acquire the true po- 
fition, or even gain a diftin&t view of thofe fhores. The northern, 
or continental fide, was not in the like manner, obfcured: its neareft 
part bore by compafs north about half a league from us; and its 
weftern extremity N.78 w. Between this point and a clufter of 
iflands, bearing weft, a channel appeared to lead along the coaft of the 
main land, in which were fome fmall iflets and rocks; fouth of the 

clufter, 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


clufter, the haze and fog rendered it impoffible to determine of what 
that region principally confifted, though the imperfe& view we obtain- 
ed, gave it the appearance of being much broken. In this fituation, we 
had 60 and 70 fathoms, muddy bottom; but, as we had fufficient {pace 
to pafs the night in under fail, I preferred fo doing, that we might be 
the more ready to purfue the above-mentioned channel in the morning. 

The wind continuing light in the s.w. quarter, we plied until 
day-break, when the breeze was fucceeded by a calm and a very thick 
fog that obfcured every furrounding objeét until noon, without our 


being able to gain foundings; fo that we were left to the mercy of 


the currents, in a fituation that could not fail to occafion the moft anx- 
ious folicitude. The fog had no fooner difperfed, than we found our- 
felves in the channel for which I had intended to fteer, interfperfed 
with numerous rocky iflets and rocks, extending from the above clufter 
of iflands towards the fhore of the continent. The region to the s.w. 
ftill remained obfcured by the fog and haze; at intervals, however, 
fomething of it might be difcerned, ferving only to fhew there was no 
great probability of our finding a lefs intricate paflage to navigate, 
than that immediately before us along the continental fhore; which muft 
either be now traced by the fhip, or by the boats on a future occafion. 
This made me determine on the former mode, although there was rea- 
fon to apprehend. it would engage our utmoft attention, even in fair 
weather, to preferve us from latent dangers. The difperfion of the 
fog was attended by'a light breeze from the N.N.w., and as we ftood 
to windward, we fuddenly grounded on a bed of funken rocks about 
four in the afternoon. A fignal indicating our fituation was immediate- 
ly made to the Chatham, fhe inftantly anchored in 50 fathoms water, 
about a cable and a half diftant from us, and we immediately received 
all her boats to our afliftance. The ftream anchor was carried out, and 
an attempt made to heave the fhip off, but to no effeét. The tide fell 
very rapidly; and the force with which the fhip had grounded, had 
occafioned her fewing confiderably forward. On heaving; the anchor 
came home, fo that we had no refource left but that of getting down 
our topmatts, yards, &c. &c. fhoaring up the veffel with fpars and 
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fpare topmatts, and lightening her as much as poflible, by flarting the — 


water, throwing overboard our fuel and part of the ballaft we had taken 
on board in the {pring. Soon after the fhip was aground, the tide took 
her on the ftarboard quarter ; and as fhe was afloat abaft it caufed her 
to take a fudden f{wing, and made her heel fo very confiderably on 
the {larboard fide, which was from the rocks, that her fituation, for a 
few feconds, was alarming in the higheft degree. The fhoars were’ got 
over with all poffible difpatch, but notwithftanding this, by the time it 
was low water, the ftarboard main chains were within three inches of 
the furface of the fea. Happily, at this time, there.was not the fmalleft 
{well or agitation, although we were in the immediate vicinity of the 
ocean. This muft ever be regarded as a very providential circum- 
{tance, and was highly favorable to our very irkfome and unpleafant 


fituation, which under the perfuafion of the tide falling as low as. had 
been lately obferved in our feveral boat expeditions, nothing fhort of 


immediate and inevitable deftruGion prefented itfelf, until towards the 
latter part of the ebb tide, when more than one half of the {hip was . 
fupported by fuch a fufficient body of water, as, ina great meafure, to 
relieve us from the’ painful anxiety that fo diftrefling a circumftance ne- 
ceffarily oceafioned. When the tide was at the loweft, about nine at 


night, the fhip’s. fore foot was only in about 3+ feet water, whilft her 


ftern was. in 4 fathoms. 

In this melancholy fituation, we remained, expecting relief from the 
returning flood, which to our inexpreffible joy was at length announced 
by the floating of the fhoars, a happy indication of the {hip righting, 
Our exertions to lighten her were, however, unabated, until about two 
in the morning ; when the fhip becoming nearly. upright, we hove on 
the ftern cable, and, without any particular efforts, or much {train, 
had the undefcribable fatisfaGtion of feeling her again afloat, without ha- 
ving received the leaft apparent injury.. We brought up in 95 fathoms 
water, about a quarter of a mile from the bed of rocks. from. whence 
we had fo providentially efcaped. After about three -hours reft, all 
hands were employed in the re-equipment of the fhip. .The main top- 
gallant top-rope unluckily broke, and by this accident, John. Turner, a 
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feaman, had his arm unfortunately fragtured. By noon, the hold was 
re-{towed, and the fhip, in every refpett, ready again to proceed. 

A light breeze fpringing up from the s.w. about one o’clock, we were 
again under fail, and knowing of no fafer channel, we diretted our 
courfe through that before us, along the continental fhore. This was a 
narrow paflage, and as we advanced, became more intricate by an in- 
creafed number of rocky iflets and rocks, as well beneath, as above the 
furface of the water; the former being afcertained by the furf breaking 
with fome violence upon them. ‘This dangerous navigation feemed to 
continue as far as was difcernible towards the ocean, between the fhore 
of the continent and the land forming the oppofite fide of the channel, 
which appeared to be an extenfive range of iflands. 

Having fo recently been preferved from the dangers of a moft perilous 
fituation, the fcene before us, im prefenting a profpeét of many fuch 
{nares, was extremely difcouraging. We had, however, not the leaft 
hope of finding a lefs difficult way for the execution of the adventurous 
fervice in which we were engaged; nor any alternative but to proceed 
with all the poflible circumfpeétion and caution that the nature of our 
fituation would permit, through a channel not more than half a mile wide, 
bounded on one fide by iflands, rocks, and breakers, which m fome places 
appeared almoft to meet the continental {hore on the other. However 
intricate, this apparently was the only navigable channel in the neigh- 
bourhood. About five in the afternoon we had fortunately efcaped 
through its narroweft part ; the wind now became light and baffling ; the 
ebb tide fat us towards the ocean, where we now had a view of the dif- 
tant horizon, although intercepted by the fame rocky region that fur- 
rounded us in every direction. About fix o’clock fome of its hidden 
dangers arrefted the progrefs of the Chatham. We inftantly anchored 
in 70 fathoms water, and fent our boats to her affiftance. Thus, before 
we had recovered from the fatiguing exertions and anxious folicitude of 
one diftreffing night,. the endurance of a fimilar calamity was our por- 
tion for the next. 

I had lefs reafon at firft to hope for the prefervation of the Chatham: 
under the circumftances of her difafter, than I had. the preceding night: 
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for that of the Difcovery ; as the oceanic fwell was here very percepti- 
ble, and caufed a confiderable furf on the fhore. On the return of our 
{mall boat, I became acquainted that, in confequence of its having fal- 
len calm, fhe had been driven by the tide on a ledge of funken rocks, 
but had the confolation of hearing, that although fhe had frequently 
ftruck when lifted by the furge, it had not been violently ; that no da- 
mage had yet been fuftained ; and that her prefent very uncomfortable 
fituation could not be of long duration, as it was nearly half ebb when 
fhe grounded. 

Our prefent anchorage bore by compafs from the rocks, on which the 
Difcovery had ftruck, though intercepted by various others, s. 42 E. 5 
miles, and from the ledge of rocks on which the Chatham was then ly- 
ing, s. 61. 3 miles diftant. Our eftimated latitude was 51° 2’, longi- 
tude 232° 25/. Since the commencement of the month of auguft, the 
foggy weather had totally precluded our making any celeftial obferva- 
tions ; the fituation therefore of the iflands, coafts, rocks, &c. weftward 
from Deep Sea bluff, could only be afcertained by an eftimated protrac- 
tion, which may be liable to errors we had no means to deteét ; hence 
this portion of intricate navigation is not to be implicitly depended upon 
in this particular, as exhibited by the chart; but the continued dire€tion 
of the continental fhore, (the neareft part now bearing by compafs N. E. 
at the diftance of about half a league) was pofitively afcertained to this 
flation ; and I truft, its latitude and longitude will not be found to de- 
viate many miles from the truth. 

The rocks between our prefent anchorage and the ocean having the 
appearance of being almoft impenetrable, Mr. Whidbey was difpatched 
to difcover the moft fafe channel for us to purfue. The day-light juft 
ferved him to execute his commiffion; and on his return at night he in- 
formed me, that there were three paflages ; one nearly through the cen- 
ter of the rocks ; another about midway between the continental fhore, 
anda very broken country to the fouthward of us; anda third between 
the neareft clufter of rocks and the continent. This for a fmall diftance 
feemed to be clear; but further to the north-weftward a labyrinth of 
rocks appeared to ftretch from the continent towards land, forming like 
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two iflands. Thefe rocks nearly joined to the north-eafternmoft about 
g miles from us, bearing by compafs nN. 50 w. the wefternmoft at about 
the fame diftance, N. 64 w. 

The neareft clufter of rocks, whofe fouthern part was almoft in a 
line with the eafternmoft ifland, not quite a league from us, we were to 
pafs to the fouth of; between them and other rocks and rocky iflets, to 
the weftward and s.w. forming a channel about two miles wide, in which 
no vifible obftruétion had been difcovered by Mr. Whidbey. Thefe 
rocks and rocky iflets prefented an appearance of being as nearly con- 
neéted with the fouthern broken fhore, as thofe further north did with 
the continent, giving us little to expett but a very intricate and ha- 
zardous navigation. 

An extremely thick fog ufhering m the morning of the 8th, ed Mes 
our feemg or knowing any thing of the Chatham’s fituation; and obliged 
us to yar in the oer painful {tate of fufpenfe until about nine in the 
forenoon, when the fog in fome meafure difperfing, we had the fatis- 
fa€tion of feeing our confort approaching us under fail; and having a 
light foutherly breeze, with the ebb tide in our favor, we immediately 
weighed im order to proceed together through the channel before men- 
tioned between the rocks. 

On the return of the boats, lieutenant Baker, who had been with our 
people affifting the Chatham during the night, informed me that latterly 
fhe had ftruck fo hard, as intirely to difable both the fpare topmatts, 
which had been ufed for fhoars; but that about half past one they fuc- 
ceeded in heaving her off, without the appearance of her having fuftained 
any very material damage. Our fails were {carcely fet when the wind 
became variable; and foon after mid-day partial fogs and a clear at- 
mofphere fucceeded each other in every direction. Thefe by one o'clock 
obliged us again to anchor in 55 fathoms water, as did the Chatham 
about 2 miles to the northward of our former ftation, and within a quar- 
ter of a mile of the continental fhore. Here we were detained until 
nine the following morning, when with a light eaftwardly breeze, and 
elear weather, we dire¢ted our courfe as before ftated. On paffin g near 
the rocks on the eaftern fide of the channel, we had foundings at the 
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depth of 28 fathoms, rocky bottom; but immediately afterwards gained 
no ground with 60 and 70 fathoms of line. As it was my intention to 
{eek a channel between the two iflands, the Chatham’s fignal was made 
to lead. The wind being light we advanced flowly, pafling fome very 
dangerous rocks, whofe fituation was only to be known by the breakers 
upon them at low tide, lying about 2 miles to the s.r. of the north-eaftern- 
moft ifland. 

Though clear immediately overhead, the horizon was encumbered 
with partial fogs in every direétion. This rendered the view of fur- 
rounding objeéts not lefs limited than undefined, and prevented fuch 
obfervations being made, as were neceflary for afcertaining our pofitive 
fituation. About noon we were becalmed between thefe iflands, whofe 
fhores are about two miles and a half afunder; foundings were obtained 
at the depth of 70 fathoms, rocky bottom. They lie from each other 
about north and fouth; the fouthernmoft is about a league in circuit, 
with a fmall ifland lying off its eaftern extremity. The northernmoft, 
inftead of being one ifland, as had been fuppofed, was now found to 
comprehend eight or nine {mall iflets, lying in a direction about N. 50 w. 
and occupying in that line an extent of four miles; their breadth about 
half, or perhaps three quarters of a mile. With the affiftance of the 
boats a-head, we paffed through this channel about one o'clock. At this 
time a light breeze fpringing up from the north-weftward, we ftood to- 
wards the fouthern fhore; it was not, however, as was ufual with the 
north-wefterly winds, attended with clear and pleafant weather, but witha 
remarkably thick fog; and having no foundings we were obliged to ply to 
windward under an eafy fail until about five o’clock, when we gained 
bottom, and anchored in 55 fathoms water. The fog foon after cleared 
away, and difcovered our fituation to be near the fouthern fhore, before 
a {mall opening at the diftance of about a mile. This by compafs bore 
s.7 w.; achannel that appeared to ftretch to the s.z. through the range 
of iflands to the fouthward of that we had navigated, bore s. 80 E. and 
feemed tolerably clear of thofe dangers and impediments with which we 
had lately contended. The fouthernmoft of the iflands we had paffed at 
noon bore by compafs nN. 7 £. at the diftance of about a league ; and the 
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north-wefternmoft of the iflets, n. 8 w. diftant about 2 leagues; a low 
point of land forming the fouth point of an opening on the continental 
fhore n. 14 w. a high diftant mountain being the northernmoft land in 
fight N. 30 w. and the wefternmoft land on the fouthern fhore s. 55 w. 
Between thefe latter direétions the oceanic horizon feemed perfeétly clear 
and uninterrupted. 

We now appeared to have reached the part of the coaft that had 
been vifited and named by feveral of the traders from Europe and India. 
The Experiment, commanded by Mr. S. Wedgborough, in auguft, 1786, 
honored the inlet through which we had lately paffed, with the name of 
* QuEEN CHARLOTTE’S SOUND;” the opening on the continental 
fhore was difcovered, and called “ Smirn’s Inter,” by Mr. James 
Hanna, the fame year; the high diftant mountain that appeared to be 
feparated from the main land, formed part of a clufter named by Mr. 
Duncan “ CALVERT’s IsLaNps;” and the channel between them and 
the main land, was by Mr. Hanna called “ FirzHucu’s Sounp.” Thefe 
being the names given, as far as I could learn, by the firft difcoverers of 
this part of the coaft, will be continued by me, and adopted in my 
charts and journal. 

Deftitute of any other authority, our eftimated latitude in this fitua. 
tion was 51° 4’, longitude 232° 8’. In the evening I vifited the fhores, 
and found the opening take a winding foutherly direélion, dividing the 
land moft probably into two or more iflands. Weftward of the opening 
a fandy beach ftretched along the coaft, and afforded tolerably good 
fhelter, with anchorage from 6 to 20 fathoms depth of water. Some 
detached rocks were obferved to lie ata little diftance from thefe fhores. 

Having a fine breeze from the eaftward on friday morning, we weighed 
at 7, and ftood acrofs Queen Charlotte's found for the entrance of 


-Smith’s inlet. The Chatham being ordered to lead, at half paft ten 7 


made the fignal for foundings, at the depth of 10 to 18 fathoms. In this 
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fituation the ifland, near which the Chatham had grounded, bore s. 49 £. ; 


diftant about 6 or 7 leagues; and the labyrinth of rocks that before had 
appeared to extend along the continental fhore, now feemed to exift no 
further than a low fandy pomt bearing by compafs £,s.. at the diftance 
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of ‘about 2 leagues. The fhores of the main from this point feemed 
free from rocks, and poffeffed fome fmall {andy bays to the fouth point 
of entrance into Smith’s inlet, which bore by compafs n.18 w. about a 
league diftant ; where detached rocks were again feen to encumber the 
fhore. 

The weather, lefs unfavorable to our purfuits than for fome time pat, 
permitted our having a tolerably diftinét view of the furrounding coun- 
try. The opening before us, Fitzhugh’s found, appeared to be exten+ 
five in a northerly direétion. At noon we found our obferved latitude to 
be 51° 21’, longitude 299° 4’. In this fituation, the fouth point of 
Calvert's ifland bore by compafs n. 29 w. its wefternmoft part in fight 
N.60 w. two clufters of rocks s. 73 w. and nN: 70 w. thefe were difco- 
vered by Mr. Hanna, who named the former « VirGIN,” the latter 
“ PEARL Rocks,’ both which being low, and at fome diftance from 
the fhore, are dangeroufly fituated. The fouth pomt of Smith’s inlet 
terminating the continental fhore in a north-weltwardly direGtion, bore 
by compafs s. 4o 5. from which the Virgin rocks, about thirteen miles 
diftant, lie N.75 w. and the Pearl rocks N. 38 w. diftant about eight 
miles. | 
_. With intention of continuing the inveftigation of the continental fhore 
up Smith’s inlet, the Chatham was direSed that way; but as we ade 
vanced, the great number of rocky iflets and rocks, as well beneath ag 
above the furface of the fea, and the irregularity of the foundings, in- 
duced me to abandon this defi gn, and to fleer along the caftern fide of 
Calvert’s ifland, forming a {teep and bold fhore, in queft of “ Port 
Safety,” laid down in Mr. Duncan’s chart, or of any other convenient 
anchorage we might find; and from thence to difpatch two parties in 
the boats, one to profecute the examination of the broken {hores to the 
fouth-eaftward. of us, the other to explore the main branch of Fitz- 
hugh’s found leading to the northward. In confequence of this deter: 
mination, the neceflary fignal was made to the Chatham for quitting 
her purfuit ; and we made all fail to the northward. 

On pafling that which we had confidered as the fouth point of Cal- 
vert’s ifland, it proved to be two {mall iflets lying near it; and from the 

fouthern- 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


fouthernmoft of them, the Virgin and Pearl rocks in a line lie s. 68 w. 
the former eleven, and the latter four miles diftant. 

As we proceeded up this found, the eaftern fhore ftill continued to be 
much divided by water; towards the fea it was of moderate height, 
though the interior country was confiderably elevated; the whole was 
apparently one intire foreft of pine trees produced from the chafms in 
the rugged rocks of which the country is formed. The weftern, or 
fhore of Calvert’s iflands is firm, and rofe abruptly from the fea to a very 
great height, feemingly compofed of the fame rocky materials, and like 
the eaftern fhore, intirely covered with pine trees. About four in the 
afternoon a fmall cove was difcovered on the weftern fhore, bearing fome 
refemblance to Mr. Duncan’s port Safety, but differing in its latitude ac- 
cording to our run fince noon. Appearing however likely to anfwer all our 
purpofes, we hauled in for it; the fhores we found to be bold, {teep on el- 
ther fide, and foundings at the entrance were from 23 to 30 fathoms, foft 
bottom. We anchored about fix in the evening in 17 fathoms on the 
fouth fide of the cove, as did the Chatham on the oppofite fhore, fteady- 
ing the veffels with hawfers to the trees. My firft objeét after the fhip was 
fecured, was to examine the cove. It terminated in a fmall beach, near 
which was a ftream of excellent water and an abundance of wood: of 
thefe neceffaries we now required a confiderable fupply ; and as the field 
of employment for our boats would be extenfive, there was little doubt 
of our remaining here a fufficient time to replenifh thefe ftores. Being 
tolerably well fheltered in this cove, I was willing to hope the Chatham 
might with fecurity, and without much difficulty, be laid on fhore to 
examine if fhe had fuftained any damage whilft {triking on the rocks. 

After giving directions for the execution of thefe fervices, I. ordered 
the yaw], launch, and two cutters belonging to the Difcovery, and the 
-Chatham’s cutter to be equipped, fupplied with a week’s provifions, and 
to be in readinefs to depart early the next morning. The boats being 
prepared and fupplied, agreeably to my wifhes, we departed about five 
o’clock; and having proceeded together nearly into the middle of the 
found, I dire€ted Lieutenant Puget and Mr. Whidbey, in the Difcovery’s 
launch and large cutter, to examine the coaft we had left unexplored 
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to the fouth-eaftward, from the termination of the continent in its New. 
direCtion, to a certain point on the eaftern fhore, where Mr. Johnitone, 
in the Chatham’s cutter, attended by Mr. Humphreys in the Difcovery’s 
{mall cutter, would commence his inquiry. Conceiving the northern 
furvey would be infinitely more extenfive than that to the fouth, I joined 
Mr. Johnftone’s party, in order to fix ona rendezvous where, agreeably 
to my propofed plan, he would on his return find the veffels, or they 
would be on their way from the cove to the place fo appointed. 

Our feparation had fearcely taken place, when our foutherly breeze 
frefhened to a brifk gale, attended by a torrent of rain. The wind 
however having favored our purfuit, we reached the eaftern fhore about 
five miles to the northward of the cove where the fhips rode. It was low 
but compact, with one fmall] opening only, impaffable for our boats by 
breakers extending acrofs it. On the weftern fide two con{picuous open- 
mgs had been obferved ; the fouthernmoft had the appearance of being a 
very fine harbour; the other, about 2 leagues further north, formed a 
paflage to fea, in which were feveral rocky iflets. About noon we ar- 
rived at the point where Mr. Johnftone’s refearches were to commence, 
nearly in the dire€tion of north from the fhips, and at the diftance of 
about 16 miles. From this point, the north point of the paflage lead- 
ing to fea, lies s. 39 w. 4 miles diftant; but the thick rainy weather pre- 
vented our feeing any objeéts that were to the northward. Increafed 
torrents of rain. and thick ftormy weather from the s. £. obliged us to 
take fhelter in the firft fafe place we could difcover, which prefented itfelf 
in a {mall cove, about a mile from the point above-mentioned, where we 
were very unpleafantly detained until near noon the following day ; 
when the wind having moderated, and the rain in fome degree abated, 
we refumed our examination along the ftarboard or continental fhore, 
extending from the above point about a league and a half in a north dis 
reCtion. Here the inlet divided into two capacious branches ; that ap- 
pearing to be the principal one ftill continued its northerly courfe, the 
other ftretched £.N.£. and was im general about a mile wide. In order 
to profecute the furvey of the continental fhore, which I prefumed this 
to be, the latter became the firft object of our examination, for which 
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we quitted the former, whofe width we eftimated at a league. The in- 
termiffion of the rain was for a fhort time only; at three in the after- 
noon, it again returned with fuch fqually and unpleafant weather, that 
we were neceffitated, at fix, to take up our abode, for the night, on a 
long fandy beach, about eight miles within the entrance of this eaftern 
branch. In the s.e. corner of this beach, was the largeft brook of 
frefh water we had yet feen on the coaft.. It bore a very high colour, 
and emptied itfelf into the fea with confiderable velocity. Here the 
mountams which appeared to be a continuation of the {nowy barrier 
from mount Stephens, retired a fmall diftance from the beach, and 
the low land, occupying the intermediate fpace, produced pine trees 
of inferior growth, from a bed of mofs and decayed vegetables in 
the ftate of turf, nearly as inflammable as the wood which it produ- 
ced. A contimuation of the unpleafant weather confined us to this 
uncomfortable fpot until monday afternoon; when, about four, we 
again proceeded up the branch, which, from the beach, took a direc- 
tion N. by £.; the furtheft poit feen in that line, was at the diftance 
of about 9 leagues; this, after pafling an extenfive cove on the ftar- 
board fide, we reached about nine at night. Excepting this cove, and 
that we had departed from, none other was feen, the fides of this canal 
being compofed of compaét ftupendous mountams, and nearly perpen- 
dicular rocky cliffs, producing pine trees to a confiderable height above 
the fhores, and then nearly barren to their lofty fummits, which were 
moftly covered with fnow. 
During the night, we had much rain; the next morning the weather was 
cloudy, with fome pafling fhowers, which at intervals enabled us to ob- 
tain a tolerably diftinét view of the region before us; and for the firft time, 
fince the commencement of this expedition, it fhewed the branch we were 
navigating to be about two miles wide, extending in a N.£. by £. direétion, 
feveral leagues ahead. I had been in continual expeétation of finding that 
the larboard fhore would prove to be an ifland, in which cafe, on the re- 
turn of the launch and cutter, the veffels fhould have been removed to its 
‘northern extremity, and, by that means, the return of the boats that were 
ftill to proceed, would be materially fhortened ; but, feemg little reafon 
to 
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to indulge this hope any longer, I appointed a rendezvous with Mr. 
Johnftone, a little to the fouth of the entrance into this arm; where, 


on his return, he would find the veffels, or they would be on their 
way thither; and, after bidding him farewell, returned on my way to- 
wards the fhips. 

By noon we had reached the entrance of this’ branch of the inlet, 
where, on a {mall iflet near its fouth point, I obferved the latitude to 
be 51°52’, making the ftation at which I had parted with Mr. John- 
ftone, and which I had concluded to be the continental fhore, in la- 
titude 52° 9’, longitude 232°19'.. This rendezvous was about 37 miles 
from the ftation of the veffels, in as defolate inhofpitable a country 
as the moft melancholy creature could be defirous-of inhabiting. The 
eagle, crow, and raven, that, occafionally, had borne us company in 
our lonely refearches, vifited not thefe dreary fhores. The common fhell- 
fifh, fuch as mufcles, clams, and cockles, and the nettle famphire, and 
other coarfe vegetables, that had been fo highly effential to our health 
and maintenance in all our former excurfions, were fcarcely found, 
any where here, to exift; and the ruins of one miferable hut, near 
where we had lodged the preceding night, was the only indication we 
faw that human beings ever reforted to the country before us, which 
appeared to be devoted intirely to the amphibious race; feals and fea- 
otters, particularly the latter, were feen in great numbers. 

Having dined, and dedicated a fhort interval of fun-fhine to the dry- 
ing of our wet clothes, we made the beft of our way towards the fhips ; 
where, about midnight, we arrived, moft exceflively fatigued; the incle- 
mency of the weather having, on this occafion, been more feverely felt 
than in any of our former expeditions. 

The fame very difagreeable weather had prevailed on board, attended_ 
with much more wind than we had experienced. From the s.w. the 
gale had blown particularly hard, which caufed our moft grateful re- 
fleétions for having providentially reached fo comfortable a place of 
fhelter, from the dangers that muft neceffarily have awaited our navi- 
gating, in fuch tempeftuous weather, the intricate and unexplored re- 
gion we had fo recently quitted. 

During 


ROUND TAE WORLD: 


During our abfence, a fufficient quantity of falmon had been taken, 
for every perfon on board the veffel; the neceflary fupplies of wood 
and water were nearly completed; but the rife and fall of the tide had 
not been equal to our wifhes for the purpofe of grounding the Chatham, 
without landing the greater part of her ftores and provifions; and, as 
the bottom at low tide, was found to be foft mud, unfavorable to fuck 
an operation, that bufinefs was neceflarily deferred. 


The weather, though clear at intervals for a fhort time, continu-. 


ing very boifterous, filled our minds with much folicitude for the wel- 
fare of our friends in the boats; particularly thofe detached to the s.£., 
who were greatly expofed not only to its inclemency, but to the vio- 
lence of the fea, which, from an uninterrupted ocean, broke with great 
fury on the fouthern fhores. One confolation, however, always attend- 
ed my anxious concern on thefe perilous occafions, that, in the €Xpo- 
fure of my people to fuch fatiguing and hazardous fervice, I could 
ever depend on their cheerful and ready obedience to the prudent and 
judicious directions of the officers who were intrufted with the command 
of thefe adventurous expeditions. % 

Whilft we thus remained under much concern for the fafety of our 
detached parties, we were fuddenly furprized by the arrival of a brig 
off the entrance of the cove, under Englifh colours. A fight fo uncom- 
mon, created a variety of opinions as to the caufe that would induce any 
veffel in a commercial purfuit, (for fo fhe appeared to be employed) to 
vilit a region fo defolate and inhofpitable.’ Our fufpenfe, however, was 
at anend on the return of Lieutenant Baker, who informed me, fhe was 
the Venus belonging to Bengal, of 110 tons burthen, commanded by Mr. 
Shepherd, laft from Nootka, and bound on a trading voyage along thefe 
fhores; that having found the price of fkins fo exorbitant on the fea- 
coaft, he had been induced to try this inland navigation, in the hope of 
procuring them at a lefs extravagant price. By him we received the plea- 
fant tidings of the arrival of the Dedalus ftore-fhip, laden with a fupply 
of provifions and ftores for our ufe; and he acquainted Mr. Baker 
that Sen” Quadra was waiting, with the greateft impatience, to deliver 
up the fettlement and territories at Nootka, But, as fortune too frequent- 
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ly combines difaftrous circumftances with grateful intelligence, Mr. Shep- 
herd had brought with him a letter from Mr. Thomas New, mafter of 
the Dedalus, informing me of a moft diftrefling and melancholy event. 
Lieutenant Hergeft the commander, Mr. William Gooch the aftrono- 
mer, with one of the feamen belonging to the Dedalus, had been mur- 
dered by the inhabitants of Woahoo, whilft on fhore procuring water 
at that ifland. A circumftance fo much to be deplored, and fo little to 
be expected, was fincerely lamented by us all, and feverely felt by my- 
felf, as Mr. Hergeft had, for many years, been my moft intimate friend ; 
he was a moft valuable charaéter ; and I had ever efteemed him as a man 
not lefs deferving my refpeét than intitled to my regard. The lofs of Mr. 
Gooch, though I had not the pleafure of his acquaintance, would, un- 
avoidably, be materially felt in the fervice we had to execute during 
the enfuing part of our voyage. For although Mr. Whidbey, with 
the affiftance of fome of our young gentlemen, relieved me of confi- 
derable labour, by attending to nautical aftronomy; yet, for the purpofe 
of expediting this arduous fervice on which we were employed, the 
abfence both of Mr. Whidbey and mylelf frequently became neceflary, 
whilft the fhips remained ftationary for fome days, in fituations where 
many opportunities might occur of making various aftronomical ob- 
fervations on fhore. Although we were compelled to appropriate fuch 
time to thofe purfuits as were indifpenfably requiite to determine the 
pofition of different points, promontories and ftations, yet we had little 
leifure for making fuch mifcellaneous obfervations as would be very ac- 
ceptable to the curious, or tend to the improvement of aftronomy. 

The weather was lefs difagreeable and boifterous the next morning, 
when, to our great fatisfaction, the launch and cutter returned, without 
having met with any accident, although infinitely fatigued by the creme 
of the weather, with which they had fo long contended. 

The entrance into Smith’s inlet, was nearly clofed by rocky rflets, 
fome producing fhrubs and {mall trees, others none ; with innumerable 
rocks, as well beneath as above the furface of the fea, rendering it a 
very intricate and dangerous navigation. for {hipping. Within the iflets 
and rocks, the northern fhore appeared the cleareft ; but the oppofite 
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fide could not be approached without fome difficulty, not only from 
the numerous rocks, but from a great oceanic {well occafioned by 
the prevailing tempeftuous weather. From the entrance into the inlet, 
whofe north point lies from its fouth point N.20£., about a league 
diftant, they found it extend, nearly in an eaft dire€tion, about 6 
leagues ; here it took a turn to the north-eaftward, and terminated in 
latitude 51° 24’, longitude 292° 47’. About 9 leagues within the en- 
trance, the rocks and iflets ceafed to exift, and the inlet contrafted to a 
general width of about half a mile; though, in particular places, it was 
near twice that diftance from fhore to fhore; both of which were form- 
ed by high rocky precipices covered with wood. 

_ About half way up the canal a village of the natives was difcovered, 
which our gentlemen fuppofed might contain two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty perfons. It was built upon a detached rock, connected 
to the main by a platform, and, like thofe before mentioned, conftruét- 
ed for defence. A great number of its inhabitants, in about thirty ca- 
noes, vifited our party, and ufed every endeavour, they thought likely, 
to prevail on them to vifit their habitations. They offered the fkins of 
the fea-otter and other animals to barter; and befide promifes of re- 
frefhment, made figns too unequivocal to be mifunderftood, that the fe- 
male part of their fociety would be very happy in the pleafure of their 
company. Having no leifure to comply with thefe repeated folicita- 
tions, the civil offers of the Indians were declined; and the party con- 
tinued their route back, keeping the northern or continental fhore on 
board. On the 16th they entered another opening, about a league to 
the north of the north point of Smith’s inlet. The entrance into this, 
feemed lefs dangerous than the former; it had, however, on its fouth- 
ern fide, many rocky iflets and rocks; but they difcovered no one be- 
low the furface of the water, nor any danger that could not eafily be 
avoided; and, by keeping on the north fide of the entrance which is 
about half a league acrofs, a fair navigable paflage was found about half 
a mile wide, between the north fhore and the rocky iflets that lie off its 
fouthern fide. Along this the continent was traced about a league, 
in an eaft direCtion, where the opening took its courfe N,15 £., about 
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16 miles, and terminated in latitude 51° 42’, longitude 232° 29’. About 
a league and a half fouth of this ftation, a fmall branch extends about 
four miles to the w.n.w.; and, half a league further fouth another 
{tretches about the fame diftance, to the N.xz. 

In this inlet, which I have diftinguifhed by the name of Rivers’s 
CANAL, the land continued of a more moderate height, further up, 
than had generally been found to be the cafe: but where it branched 
off in the above dire€tions towards its head; the fhores were compofed 
of high fteep rocky mountains, and, like Smith’s inlet, and many other 
canals of this kind that we had examined, afforded no foundings in the 
middle with 80 fathoms. of line; though in the bays, found in moft of 
thefe canals, anchorage may, in all probability, be procured. Having 
finally examined thefe branches, they returned, by a very narrow 
intricate channel, on the northern fhore, leading through an immen- 
fity of rocky iflets and rocks, until they reached Poinr AppeEN- 
BROOK, and again arrived on the eaftern fhore of Fitzhugh’s found ; 
making the land they had paffed, in going up this laft inlet, on their 
larboard fide, an ifland about fix or feven miles long. The continental 
fhore, abreaft of this ftation, having been fo far afcertained, their fup- 
ply of provifions being exhaufted, and being greatly fatigued by the 
inclement weather, they returned on board without proceeding agreea- 
bly to my original defign to the northern extremity allotted to their 
examination. The further labour, however, of this party, I deemed 
unneceffary, having become perfectly fatisfied as to the intermediate 
fpace. Every thing was therefore direéted to be taken from the fhore, 
that we might fail in the morning towards the rendezvous I had appoint- 
ed with Mr. Johnftone. 

Since my return from the laft boat expedition, I had fortunately ob- 
tained, during the few {hort intervals of fair weather that had occurred, 
fome tolerably good obfervations for the latitude and longitude of this 
ftation. The former, by three meridional altitudes of the fun, appear- 
ed to be 51°32’, the latter, 239° 3/15”: the variation of the compafs, 
17° 7' eaftwardly. This cove is at its entrance, the points of which lie 
from each other nN. go w. and s. 30 £., about a quarter of a mile wide; 
and from thence, to its head, ina dire€tion s. 68 w., about a mile, A fmall 
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rock and two rocky iflets lie off its north point of entrance. It un- 
doubtedly bore fome refemblance at firft to Mr. Duncan’s port Safety ; 
but on reference to particulars, differed very materially. Mr. Duncan 
places port Safety in latitude 51° 41°; and in his fketch, takes no notice 
of the above-mentioned iflets and rocks. By him port Safety is recom- 
mended as a very proper place for cleaning and refitting veflels ; and he 
fays, that the oppofite fhore is not more than 6 or 7 miles diftant. 
We however found the oppofite fhore within a league of us; and at the 
entrance of the cove, inftead of 100 fathoms, as {tated by Mr. Duncan, 
we had only go fathoms water; decreafing gradually to its head, the 
whole a foft muddy bottom, and confequently very improper for the 
operations of cleaning or repairing veflels. Notwithftanding this mani- 
feft difagreement, there were thofe amongft us, who having heard Mr. 
Duncan’s difcourfe on this fubjeét, infifted upon the certainty of its be- 
ing his port Safety. In this opinion however, I could not concur, for 
the obvious reafons above flated, and was more inclined to fuppofe, 
that the opening I had feen when in the boats on this fhore, to the 
fouth of that which led to fea, was Mr. Duncan’s port Safety, as that 
correfponded nearer in point of latitude, and had more the appearance of 
a fort than this fmall cove: it however is the firft place that affords fafe 
and convenient anchorage on the weftern fhore, within the fouth entrance 
into Fitzhugh’s found, and proved a comfortable retreat to us from the 
dangerous fituations to which we had fo recently been expofed. Hence 
I have diftinguifhed it by the name of Sarery Cove; and have only 
further to add, that the rife and fall of the tide was about ten feet, and 
that it is high water at the time the moon pafles the meridian. The fame 
circumftances refpeéting the tides were obferved by thofe employed in 
the boat excurfions from this ftation. 

In the morning of the 19th, we failed out of Safety cove, having, 
for the firft time fince the commencement of the prefent month, a plea- 
fant breeze from the s.r. with ferene and cheerful weather. About 
eleven o’clock we had the gratification of being joined by our other 
boat party ; and from Mr. Johnftone I learned, that about 4 miles to 
the n.z. of the fpot where I had quitted them, they purfued a narrow 


branch of the inlet winding to the fouth and fouth-weftward, to the la- 
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titude of 51° 57’, due fouth of the place of our feparation. The incle- 
mency of the weather detained them in this fituation until the 16th, 
when they purfued the main branch of the inlet, which is from one to two 
miles broad, in a north-eafterly dire€tion, to a point which I called by the 
name of Point Menzies, after Mr. Menzies who had accompanied 
me, and afterwards Mr. Johnftone, in this excurfion; here the inlet di- 
vides into three branches, each nearly as wide as that they had _navi- 
gated. The firft led to the n,w. the fecond to the northward, and the 
other to the fouth. Several leagues to the s.w. of point Menzies, the 
water had affumed a pale white colour, and was not very falt, which had 
encouraged them to pufh forward in conftant expectation of finding its 
termination; but on reaching the above ftation, all hopes intirely va- 
nifhed of carrying their refearches further into execution, having ex- 
tended their excurfion beyond the time I had prefcribed, and the period 
for which they had been fupplied with provifions. Thefe on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, being nearly expended, Mr. Johnftone confidered it 
moft prudent to decline any further inveftigation, and to return to the 
fhips. Thefe they reached two days afterwards, almoft exhaufted with 
hunger and fatigue. . 
The country they had vifited differed in no one re{pect from the ge- 


' neral appearance we had long been accuftomed to, nor did any thing 


occur to vary the continual famenefs, or chequer the dreary melancholy 
fcene before them, if we except their finding near the conclufion of 
their examination, a canoe about forty feet long, hauled up by the fide 
of a miferable hut, near, which was the remains of a fire {till burning; 
indicating the vicinity of fome human beings, for whom they left in the 
canoe fome copper, nails, and other trifles; thefe on their return were 
found in the fame ftate, without any appearance of the canoe or hut 
having been vifited in their abfence; but concluding the natives could 
not be far removed, they added a few more articles to their former do- 
nation. The foil in this place was principally compofed of roots, leaves, 
and other decayed vegetable matter, and the fire that had been kindled, 
had caught this fubftance, and made confiderable progrefs on. the 
furface. 

Had 
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Had Mr, Johnftone found a termination to the inlet under his exami- 
nation, I fhould have proceeded up the main arm of this found to the 
northward along the fhore of the continent, in queft of a more north- 
erly paflage to fea; but as that had not been effe€ted, I purfued that 
which I had feen from the boats leading to the weftward through Calvert’s 
iflands ; being now refolved, in confequence of the intelligence I had 
received from Nootka, to abandon the northern furvey of the conti- 
nental fhore for the prefent feafon. This I had otherwife intended to 
have continued at leaft a month longer; but as the diftreffing event of 
Mr. Hergeft’s death neceffarily demanded my prefence in the execution 
of His Majefty’s commands at Nootka, I determined to repair thither 
immediately. This determination favored alfo another defign I much 
wifhed to execute, namely, that of extending the examination of the 
coaft this autumn, fouthward from cape Mendocino, to the fouthern- 
moft point of our intended inveftigations in this hemifphere. Having 
the greateft reafon to be fatisfied with the refult of our fummer’s employ- 


ment, as it had by the concurrence of the moft fortunate circumftances | 


enabled us finally to trace and determine the weftern continental fhore of 
North America, with all its various turnings, windings, numerous arms, 
inlets, creeks, bays, &c. &c. from the latitude of 39° 5’, longitude 236° 
36’, to point Menzies, in latitude 5a" 18’, longitude 232° 55°; we took 
our leave of thefe northern folitary regions, whofe broken appearance 
prefented a profpeét of abundant employment for the enfuing feafon, 
and direéted our route through the paffage above-mentioned, in order to. 
make the beft of our way ee Nootka. 
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CHAPTER X, 


Paffage from Fitzhugh’'s found to Nootka—Arrival in Friendly Cove— 
Tranfactions there, particularly thofe refpecling the cefion of Nootka— 
Remarks on the commerce of North-weft America—Aftronomical obferva- 
tions. 


H AVING onthe 1 gth direfted our courfe towards a paflage, which 
appeared to lead to the ocean as ftated in the laft chapter, its n.r. point 
of entrance was found to be fituated in latitude 51° 45’, longitude 299°1'; 
fouth of this point lies a funken rock, which though near the fhore is 
dangerous, being vifible at low tide only by the furf that breaks upon it. 
In turning into the channel we muft have pafled twice very near it, 
but did not difcover it until we were fome diftance beyond it; and had 
not light baffling winds retarded our progrefs, it would have efcaped 
our notice. From the point above-mentioned the paflage extends s.60 w. 
about 7 miles; its northern fhore is compofed of rocky iflets and rocks, 
with fome f{cattered rocks lying off its fouthern fhore: between thefe 
and the rocky iflets is the paflage, generally from one to two miles wide, 
without any apparent obftruétion, yet it is rendered unpleafant by the 
want of foundings, as within 50 and 100 yards of the fhore, on either 
fide, no bottom could be obtained, with 1 50 fathoms of line. In this 
very difagreeable fituation we were detained by feint unfteady winds 
until eleven at night, when, by the affiftance of a light breeze from the 
S.E. we reached the ocean, and ftood to the fouth-weftward. 

The next morning was very unpleafant; frefh fqualls from the s.z., 
attended with thick rainy weather, continued until noon the following 
day, when it cleared up, and we faw Scot’s iflands, bearing s. 22 £., 

about 
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about 7 leagues diftant. The wind during the day was light and varia- 
ble, though attended with fair weather ; in the evening it feemed fixed 
“ at s.s.w.; when, not being able to pafs to windward of Scot's iflands, 
our courfe was direéted to the north of them, towards cape Scot, having 
foundings and a foft muddy bottom at the depth of 80 and go fathoms, un- 
til about nine in the evening, when the water fuddenly fhoaled from 60 to 
17 fathoms, and the bottom became rocky. On this we inftantly {tood 
back to the weftward, left we fhould approach fome danger, but we did 
not perceive either breakers or fhoals, although the night was ftill and 
clear. Thefe foundings were from the wefternmoft of Scot’s iflands n. 
18 £. about 5 leagues; from this circumftance, and from the diftant 
rocks and fhoals we faw extending from the fhores of Calvert’s iflands, 
it is highly neceffary that the fpace between Calvert’s and Scot’s iflands 
fhould be navigated with great caution. 

We were detained about Scot’s iflands by light variable winds until 
the 24th; when we paffed to the fouth of them, and continued to the 
eaftward along their fouthern fhores. 

The wefternmoft of them is fituated in Jatitude 50° 52’, longitude 


231° 2’. The group confifts of three fmall and almoft barren iflands, 


with many fmall rocks and breakers about them. Welt from the weftern- 
moft of them, a ledge of rocks extends about two miles, and fouth of 
it is another about a league diftant. The eafternmoft of Scot’s iflands 
being much larger than the reft,; may probably be the fame to which 
Mr. Hanna gave the name of “ Cox’s Hland ;” by others of the tra- 
ders it has been reprefented as a part of the main; this is certainly 
-wrong, and as Mr. Hanna’s chart is very erroneous, even in point of 
latitude, no certain conclufion can be drawn. 

The wind, which was from the weftward, was fo light, that it was not 
‘until the forenoon of the 25th that we pafled the n.w. point of the large 
ifland, which forms the fouth and weftern fhores of the gulph of Georgia 
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and Queen Charlotte's found. This point (called by former vifitors . 


« Cape Scott,”) is fituated in latitude 50° 48’, longitude 231° 40’, and with 
the eafternmoft of Scot’s iflands, forms a paflage which appears to be 
about four miles wide. About cape Scot the land is compofed of hills of 

moderate 
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moderate height, though to the fouth-eaftward it foon becomes very 
mountainous, and at the diftance of 3 or 4 leagues appeared to be much 
broken and to form many inlets, coves, and harbours, all the way to 
Woody point, which we paffed in the afternoon within the diftance of 
about 2 miles; it is fituated in latitude 50° 6, longitude 232° 17’. Welt 
from it lies a {mall rocky iflet about half a league diftant, and another 
larger one lying N. 28 w. about a league from the north part of the 
point, which js an extenfive and projecting promontory. 

From Woody point as we failed along the {hore to the eaftward, we 
faw feveral openings in the land, which was about three or four miles 
from us, that appeared like coves and harbours. Innumerable rocky 
iflets and rocks lined the fhores, which as we advanced became low, but 
the country behind {welled into hills of confiderable height divided by 
many valleys; beyond thefe it rofe to mountains fo elevated, that at this 
feafon of the year many patches of {now were yet undiffolved. 

As I intended to afcertain the outline of the coaft from hence down 
to Nootka; at dark we brought to, about 6 leagues to the eaftward of 
Woody point, in expeétation of accomplifhing this defign the following 
day, but in this I was difappointed ; the n.w. wind was fucceeded by 
light winds, which continued until the afternoon of the 28th, and pre- 
vented in the prefent inftance my acquiring fuch authority as I deemed 
neceflary for delineating this part of the coatt. 

Foggy weather during the forenoon precluded us the advantage of 
fteering for Nootka with the favorable wind that prevailed from the 
N.w., but on its clearing away about two we fteered for that port. On 
reaching its entrance we were vifited by a Spanifh officer, who brought 
a pilot to conduét the veffel to anchorage in Friendly cove, where we 
found riding his Catholic Majefty’s brig the Aétive, bearing the broad 
pendant cf Sen" Don Juan Francifco de la Bodega y Quadra, comman- 
dant of the marine eftablifhment of St. Blas and California. 

The Chatham, by the partial clearing of the fog, had found her way 
in fome time before us: the Dedalus ftore fhip, and a fmall merchant 
brig called the Three Brothers of London, commanded by Lieutenant 
Alder of the navy, were alfo there at anchor. — 
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As Sen" Quadra refided on fhore, I fent Mr. Puget to acquaint him 
with our-arrival, and to fay, that I would falute the Spanifh flag, if he 
would return an equal number of guns. On receiving a very polite 
anf{wer in the affirmative, we faluted with thirteen guns, which were re- 
turned, and on my going on {hore accompanied by fome of the officers, 
we had the honor of being received with the greateft cordiality and at- 
tention from the commandant, who informed me he would return our 
vifit the next morning. 

Agreeably to his engagement, Sen Quadra with feveral of his officers 
came on board the Difcovery, where they breakfafted, and were faluted with 
thirteen guns on their arrival and departure: the day was afterwards {pent 
in ceremonious offices of civility, with much harmony and feftivity. As 
many officers as could be fpared from the veffels with myfelf dined with 
Sen" Quadra, and were gratified with a repaft we had lately been little 
accuftomed to, or had the moft diftant idea of meeting with at this place. 
A dinner of five courfes, confifting of a fuperfluity of the beft provi- 
fions, was ferved with great elegance ; a royal falute was fired on drink- 
ing health to the fovereigns of England and Spain, and a falute of 
feventeen guns to the fuccefs of the fervice in which the Dilcovery 
and Chatham were engaged. _ 

Magquinna, who was prefent on this occafion, had early in the morn- 
ing, from bemg unknown to us, been prevented coming on board the 
Difeovery by the centine!s and the officer on deck, as there was not in his 
appearance the fmalleft indication of his fuperior rank. Of this indignity 
the had complained in a moft angry manner to Sen™ Quadra, who very 
obligingly found means to footh him; and after receiving {ome prefents of 
blue cloth, copper, &c. at breakfaft time he appeared to’ be fatisfied of 
our friendly intentions : but no fooner had he drank a few glafles of wine, 
than he renewed the fubje€t, regretted the Spaniards were about to quit 
the place, and afferted that we fhould prefently give it up to fome 
-other nation; by which means himfelf and his people would be con- 
{tantly difturbed and harraffed by new mafters. Sen" Quadra took much 
_ pains to-explain that it was our ignorance of his perfon which had oc- 

-eafioned the miftake, and that himfelf and fubje¢ts would be as kindly 
ron. .L. 3D treated 
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treated by the Englifh, as they had been by the Spaniards. He feemed 


at length convinced by Sen Quadra’s arguments, and became recon- 
ciled by his affurances that his fears were groundlefs. On this occafion 
I could not help obferving with a mixture of furprize and pleafure, how 
much the Spaniards had fucceeded in gaining the good opinion and 
confidence of thefe people ; together with the very orderly behaviour, 
fo confpicuoufly evident in their conduét towards the Spaniards on all 
occafions. 

The tents, obfervatory, chronometer, inftruments, &c. were fent on 
fhore the following day, and all hands were bufily employed on the fe 
veral neceflary duties of the fhip, fuch as caulking, overhauling the rig= 
ging and fails, cleaning the hold and bread room for the reception of 
{tores and provifions. The boats, in confequence of the fervices they 
had performed during the fummer, were in want of much repair, and 
were hauled on fhore for that purpofe. 

From the unfortunate death of Lieutenant Richard Hergeft, late agent 
to the Dedalus, I confidered it expedient that an officer fhould be appointed 
to that ftorefhip, and I therefore nominated Lieutenant James Hanfon of 
the Chatham to that office; Mr. James Johnftone, mafter of the Chat- 
ham, I appointed to the vacant leutenancy ; and Mr. Spelman Swaine, 
one of my mates, to be mafter in the Chatham. 

In the forenoon I received an official letter from Sen*™ Quadra refpect- 
ing the reftitution of this place, with feveral copies of a correfpondence 
refulting from the inquiries he had made during his refidence here, re- 
fpeéting the Englith eftablifhments on this coaft, at the time the Britifh 
veflels were captured, and the Spaniards effe&ted an eftablifhment at 
Nootka. On this occafion I confidered myfelf very fortunate in finding 
a young gentleman, (Mr. Dobfon,) on board the ftore-fhip, who fpoke 
and tranflated the Spanifh language very accurately, and who politely 
offered me his fervices. 

The Chatham was hauled on fhore the next day to examine her bot- 
tom, and to repair the damage fhe had fuftained by getting a-ground. 
A part of the gripe, a piece of the fore-foot, with part of the main, and 
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falfe keels, were broken off, and fome of the copper was torn away in 
different places. 
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Sen™ Galiano and Valdes arrived the following day from the gulph of Saturday t. 


Georgia; they had purfued a route through Queen Charlotte’s found to 
the fouthward of that which we had navigated, and obligingly favored 
me with a copy of their furvey of it. 

Mr. Dobfon having tranflated Sen" Quadra’s letter and the documents 
accompanying it, 1t appeared that Sen" Quadra had, after his arrival at 
Nootka in april, 1792, commiffioned all the veffels under his command 
to infpe&t the coaft; in order that the proper limits to be propofed in the 
reftitution of thefe territories might be afcertained, and that the feveral 
commanders might inform themfelves. of all the matters and circum- 
{tances that preceded the capture of the Argonaut and Princefs Royal 
merchantmen in the year 1780. 

Sen" Quadra ftated, that the court of Spain had expended large fums 
in fuftaining the department of St. Blas, with the fole view of its being 
an auxiliary to other eftablifhments which were then in contemplation of 
being formed. That Nootka was feen in the year 1774, and in 1775 
poffeffion was taken 2° to the fouth, and 6° to the north of it; and as in 
this {pace Don Eftevan Jofeph Martinez found no kind of eftablifhment 
whatever, that therefore no one fhould take it ill that he (Martinez) 
fhould difpute his prior right to the port. Under the orders of the vice- 
roy of New Spain, Martinez entered Nootka, and took poffeffion the 
5th of may, 1789, with vifible demonftrations of joy in the Indians ; and 
afterwards fortified the place, without any objection being made on the 
part of a Portuguefe commander of a trading brig called the Ephigenia, 
then in the cove. On the arrival of the Columbia and Wafhington 
American veffels, he examined their papers and paffports, as he had be- 

fore done thofe of the Portuguefe; and difapproving fome expreffions 
contained in thofe of the Columbia, fhe was detained until an explanation 
took place, when fhe was releafed. The Englifh fchooner North Weft 
America, and {loop Princefs Royal, arrived foon afterwards, and were 
permitted to depart after receiving the moft friendly attention. Captain 
Colnett commanding the Englifh veflel Argonaut, fearing to enter, the 
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Spaniards vifited him and his fears vanifhed ; but as Captain’ Colnett did 
not confine his views to the commerce of the country, but wifhed to 
fortify himfelf, and to eftablith an Englifh’ faétory, Martinez arrefted 
him, and fent him to St. Blas. © Phe like condu& was obferved towards 
Thomas Hudfon, who commanded the Princefs Royal, on his return to 
Nootka. The veffels of both were detained. atte 
“This was ‘the real fituation of things, fays Sen Quadra, who offers to 
demonftrate in the’ moft unequivocal manner that the injuries, prejudices, 
and ufurpations, as reprefented by Captain Meares, were chimerical : that 
Martinez had no orders to make prize of any veflels, nor did he break 
the treaty of peace, or violate the laws of hofpitality: that the natives 
will affirm, and that the documents accompanying his letter will prove; 
that Mr.. Meares had no. other habitation on the -fhores of Nootka than 
a {mall hut, which he abandoned when he left the place, and which did 
not exift on the arrival of Martinez: that he bought no land of the chiefs 
of the adjacent villages; thatthe Ephigenia did not belong to the Eng- 
lifh;. that Martinez did not take or detain the leaft part of her cargo; 
and that Mr. Colnett was treated with the greateft diflin&tion at St. Blas, 
and his officers and crew received the wages of the Spanith navy for the 
time of their detention: that the veffel and cargo were reftored, and 
that Mr. Colnett obtained a great number of {kins on his return to 
Nootka. 
-Thefe circumftances duly confidered, adds Sen Quadra, it is evident! 
that Spain has nothing to deliver up, nor damage to make good; but that 
as he was defirous of removing every obftacle to the eftablifhment of afolid 
and permanent peace, he was ready, without prejudice to the legitimate 
right of Spain, to cede to England the houfes, offices, and gardens, that 
had with fo much labour been ereéted and cultivated, and that himfelf 
would retire to Fuca *:. obferving at the fame time, that Nootka ou ght to 
be the laft or moft northwardly Spanifh fettlement, that there the dividing 
point fhould be fixed, and that from thence to the northward fhould be 
free for entrance, ufé and commerce to both parties, conformably with the 
fifth article of the convention; that eftablifhments fhould not be formed 
‘without’ 
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without permiffion of the refpettive courts, and that the Englifh fhould 
not pafs to the fouth of Fuca. 

Afier enumerating thefe particulars, Sen Quadra concludes his letter 
by exprefling, That if I fhould find any difficulty in reconciling what he 
had propofed, or if I fhould have any other honorable medium to offer 
that might be the means of termmating this negociation, and fecure 
the defired peace, he begged I would communicate it to him. 

The documents accompanying this letter were copies of a correfpon- 
dence between Sen“ Quadra and Don Francifco Jofeph De Viana, the 
commander of the Ephigenia; Mr. Robert Gray and Mr. Jofeph In- 
graham, commanders of the Columbia and Wafhington ; from all of whom 
Sen® Quadra appears to have folicited every information refpetting the 
tranfaétions at Nootka, previoufly to his arrival, and the reafons which 
induced Mr. Meares to reprefent thmgs to the prejudice of Don Eftevan 


Jofeph Martinez. The Portuguefe captain briefly fets forth, that his veffel 


was feized, and that .he was made prifoner by Don Martinez; during 
his captivity he was very well treated, and on his being liberated his 
veffel and cargo were completely reftored, and he was furnifhed with 
whatever provifions and fupplies he required. He alfo ftates, that 
when Don Martinez entered Nootka, there was not the leaft remains 
of a houfe belonging to the Englifh. 

Sen™ Quadra had addrefled Mr. Gray and Mr. Ingraham jointly, and 
confequently they both replied to him in the fame way. Thefe gentle- 
men ftate, that on the arrival of Don Eftevan Jofeph Martinez, in 
Friendly cove, the 5th of may, 1789, he found there the Ephigenia 
only; the Columbia being at that time 6 miles up the found at Mah- 
winna; the Wafhington and North-Weft America being then on a 
cruize. Martinez, demanded the papers of each veffel, and their reafons 
why they were at anchor in Nootka found, alledging, that it belonged 
to his Catholic Majefty. . Captain Viana, of the Portuguelfe veffel, an- 
fwered, that he had put in there in diftrefs to wait the arrival of Captain 


Meares from Macao, who was daily expected with fupplies, and that on. 


his receiving them he fhould depart; that Captain Meares had failed from 
Nootka in 1788, under. the colours of Portugal, had a Portuguefe 
. captain 
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captain with him on board, and was expeéted to return with him in 
the fame veffel, which with the Ephigenia belonged to a merchant at 
Macao. The Ephigenia wanting provifions and {tores, the fame were 
fupplied by Martinez, who feeming fatisfied with the anfwers which he had 
received from the feveral commanders, not the leaft mifunderftanding 
was fufpeéted. On the 10th of may arrived the Carlos Spanifh fhip, 
Captain Arro, and on the following day Martinez captured the Ephige- 
nia, and his reafon affigned for fo doing, as the/e gentlemen under/flood, was, 
that in the Portuguefe inftrutions, they (the Portuguefe) were ordered 
to capture any Englifh, Spanifh, or Ruffian veffel they might meet on 
the n.w. coaft of America, and could take. This was afterwards faid 
to have been a miftake, originating in a want of due knowledge in read- 
ing the Portuguefe language. The veffel and cargo were liberated, and 
Martinez fupplied the Ephigenia’s wants from the Princiffa, enabling 
her, by fo doing, to profecute her voyage without waiting for the re- 
turn of Mr. Meares. They then proceeded to {tate that, on the arrival 
of the Columbia in the year 1788, there was a houfe, or rather a hut, 
made by the Indians, confifting of rough pofts covered with boards ; 
this was pulled down the fame year, the boards were taken on board the 
E phigenia, and the roof was given to Captain Kendrick, fo that on the 
arrival of Martinez in may, 1789, there was no veltige of any houfe 
remaining. ‘That Mr. Meares had no houfe, and as to land, they had 
never heard, although they had remained nine months amongft the na- 
tives, that he had ever purchafed any in Nootka found. From Maqutn- 
ma and other chiefs they had underftood, that Mr. Kendrick was the 
only perfon to whom they had ever fold any land. 

The North-Weft America is {tated by thefe gentlemen to have ae 
the 8th of june, and that on the following day the Spaniards took pof- 
feffion of her ; ten days afterwards came the Princefs Royal, command- 
ed by Mr. Hudfon from Macao, who brought the news of the failure 
of the merchant at Macao, to whom the Ephigenia and other veflels be- 
longed. That Martinez affigned this as a reafon for his capturing the 


North-Weft America, (although fhe was feized before the arrival of the 


Princefs Royal) that he had detained her as an indemnification for the 
bills 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


bills of exchange, drawn on her owner in favor of His Catholic Majefty. 
That Captain Hudfon, after having been treated with the kindeft atten- 
tion by the commodore and his officers, failed with the Princefs Royal 
from Nootka the ed of july; and that the fame evening arrived the 
Argonaut, Captain Colnett. 

Mr. Gray and Mr. Ingraham ftate alfo, that they heard Mr. Colnett 
inform Don Martinez that he had come to hoift the Britifh flag, and to 
take formal pofleffion of Nootka; and that, in conjunétion with Mr. 
Meares and fome other Englifh gentlemen at Macao, he had concluded 
to ereét a fort, and fettle a colony. To this the Spanifh commodore 
replied, That he had taken poffleffion already in the name of His Catho- 
lic Majefty. Captain Colnett then afked, if he fhould be prevented from 
buildmg a houfe mn the port ? the commodore replied, That he was at 
liberty to erect a tent, to wood and to water, after which he would be 
at liberty to depart when he pleafed. Captain Colnett faid that was not 
what he wanted, that his obje€t was to build a block-houfe, ereét a fort, 
and fettle a colony for the crown of Great-Britain. To this Don Martinez 
anfwered, No; that in his acceding to fuch a propofal he fhould violate 
the orders of his king, relinquifh the Spaniards’ claim to the coaft, and 
rifk the lofing of his commiffion. Befide which the commodore ftated, 
that Mr. Colnett’s veffel did not belong to the King of Great-Britain, 
nor was Mr. Colnett invefted with powers to tranfaét any fuch public 
bufinefs. Captain Colnett replied, That he was a king’s officer ; but 
Don Martinez obferved, That his being on half-pay, and in the mer- 
chants’ fervice, rendered his commiffion as a lieutenant in the Britifh 
navy of no confequence in the prefent bufinefs. In converfation af- 
terwards on this fubjeét, as we were informed, (fay thefe gentlemen) for we 
were not prefent during this tranfaétion, fome difpute arofe in the Prin- 
eiffa’s cabin; on which Don Martinez ordered the Argonaut to be feized. 
Soon after this the Princefs Royal returned, and, as belonging to the 
fame company, the commodore took poffeffion of her alfo, With refpeét 
to their treatment whilft prifoners, thefe gentlemen fay, That although 
they have not read Mr. Meares’s publication, they think it impoffible 
that the officers and crew of the Argonaut can be backward in confeffing, 
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that Sen* Don Eftevam Martinez always treated them. kindly, and con- 
fiftent with the charaéter of gentlemen*. They further ‘flate, That the 
captain, officers, and crew, of the North-Weft America» were carried 
by them to China, with one hundred fea-otter fkins, valued at four thou- 
fand eight hundred and feventy-five dollars, which were delivered to 
Mr. Meares as his property. . 

To Sen" Quadra’s letter of the eoth of auguft, I replied to. the fol- 
lowing effeét: That I did not ‘confider myfelf authorized to enter into a 
retrofpective difcuffion on the refpective rights and pretenfions of the 
court of Spain or England, touching the weftern coafts of America, 
and iflands adjacent, to the northward of California. That fubjeét ha- 
ving undergone a full inveftigation, and having been mutually agreed 
upon and fettled by the minifters of the refpective courts, as appeared 
by the convention of the 28th of oftober, 17G0, and Count Flerida 


Blanca’s letter of the 12th of may, 1791, I confidered any mterference, 


on my part, to be incompatible with my commiffion, being invefted 
with powers only to receive the territories which, according to the firft 
article of the convention, Sen Quadra was authorized to reftore and 
to put me in pofleffion of, viz. (“ the buildings and diftrréts, or parcels 


© of land which were occupied by the fubjects of His Britannic Majefty am 


« april, 1789, as well in the port of Nootka or of St. Lawrence, asin the 
« other, faid to be called Port Cox, and to be fituated about 16 leagues 
« diftant from the former to the fouthward.”) ‘That agreeably to the 
exprefs words of the fifth article in the faid convention, (“ /t2 agreed, 
« That, as well in the places that are to be reftored to the Britefh fubjetis 
«by virtue of the firft article, as in all other parts of the north-weftern 
« coats of North America, or of the iflands adjacent, fituated to the north 
« of the parts of the faid coaft already occupied by Spain, wherever the 
* fubjects of either of the two powers Jhall have made fetilements fince the 
«month of april, 1789, or hall hereafter make, any of the fubjeéts of the 
« other fhall have free accefs, and fhall carry on their trade without any di/- 
“ turbance or moleftation.”) I confidered the Spanifh fettlement in the en- 
trance of the ftraits of De Fuca, which’ I had reafon to believe was form- 
ed no longer ago than may, 1792, to come within the meaning of a 
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port of free acces,” as well as all other eftablifhments that have been, or that 
may hereafter be, formed from thence fouthward to port St. Francifco, con- 
cewing port St. Francifco to be the northernmoft fetilement occupied by the 
Subjects of His Catholic Majefty, in april, 1789. 


In my way to the obfervatory, on funday, I waited upon Sen” Quadra, 


who informed me, that Mr. Dobfon had tranflated my letter to. 


him ; and he was pleafed to fay, That he derived the greateft fatisfa€tion 
from finding a perfon of my character, with whom he was to tranfa& the 
bufinefs of delivering up Nootka; that he fhould accept the civil offers 
contained in my letter, and remain on fhore until the carpenters had 
finifhed fome additional accommodation to his apartments on board his 
little brig; which being completed, he would either wait my departure, 
to accompany us in our refearches to the fouthward, and to condué us 
to any of the Spanifh ports I might wifh to vifit; or he would fail, and 
wait my arrival at any place I fhould think proper to appoint, recom- 
mending St. Francifco or Monterrey for that purpole. 

Sen™ Quadra requefted to know who I intended to leave in poffeffion of 
thefe territories; and being informed that it would be Mr. Broughton in 
the Chatham, in whofe charge the remaining cargo of the Dedalus would 
be depofited, he gave directions that the ftore-houfes fhould be imme- 
diately cleared, and begged I would walk with him round the premifes, 
that I might be the better able to judge how to appropriate the feveral 
buildings; which for the moft part appeared fufficiently fecure, and 
more extenfive than our occafions required. A large new oven had 
been lately built exprefsly for our fervice, and had not hitherto been 
permitted to be ufed. - The houfes had been all repaired, and the gar- 
deners were bufily employed in putting the gardens in order. The 
poultry, confifting of fowls and turkies, was in excellent condition, and 
in abundance, as were the black cattle and fwine: of thefe Sen" Quadra 


faid he fhould take only a fufficient quantity for his paflage to the. 


fouthward, leaving the reft, with a large alfortment of garden feeds, for 
Mr. Broughton. Sen" Galiano and Valdes added all they had in their 
power to fpare, amongf{t which were three excellent goats ; I had like- 
wife both hogs and goats to leave with him; fo that there was a pro- 
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fpeét of Mr. Broughton pafling the winter, with the affiftance of the 


Ly natural productions of the country, not very uncomfortably. 


Monday 3. 


The orders under which I was to receive thefe territories, on the 
part of His Britannic Majefty, were intirely filent as to the meafures I 
was to adopt for retaining them afterwards. Prefuming, however, that 
the principal objeét which His Majefty had in view, by dire€ting this 
expedition to be undertaken, was that of facilitating the commercial ad- 
vantages of Great Britain in this part of the world; and for that pur- 
pofe it might not be impoflible, that a fettlement was in contemplation 
to be~imade at this important ftation, which had become the gene- 
ral rendezvous for the traders of almoft all nations; I had determined, 
on leaving this port, to commit it to the charge and dire¢ction of Mr. 
Broughton, who would retain the pofleflion of it, and whofe prefence 
might reftrain fuch improper conduét as had already been manifefted on 
the part of the feveral traders ; whilft I fhould proceed to execute the 
remaining part of His Majefty’s commands, until I fhould be furnifhed 
with further inftructions for my future government. 

Having fatisfattorily arranged thefe matters, I gave direGtions for 
clearing the ftore-fhip, which was fet about accordingly. 

The politenefs, hofpitality, and friendfhip, fhewn on all occafions by 
Sen" Quadra, induced Mr. Broughton and myfelf, with feveral of the 
_officers and gentlemen of both veflels, to dine at his table almoft every 
day, which was not lefs pleafant than falubrious, as it was conftantly 
furnifhed with a variety of refrefhments to moft of which we had long 
been intire ftrangers. 

Sen" Galiano informed me, that he intended to take advantage of the 
prefent ferene weather, which without interruption had prevailed fince 
our arrival, and fail for the Spanifh ports to the fouthward, either in 
the courfe of the night or early the next morning; and obligingly un- 
dertook to forward a fhort letter to the Lords of the Admiralty, con- 
taming a brief abftraét of tranfactions fince our departure from the 
cape of Good Hope. 

I had the honor of Sen" Quadra’s company on monday morning at 


breakfaft. He omitted no opportunity of impreffing on the minds of 
the 
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the natives the higheft and moft favorable opinion of our little fquadron ; 
‘and the more effe€tually to infure a good underftanding in future, he 
propofed a vifit of ceremony to Maguinna; to him it would be grate- 
ful, and on my part he recommended it as effentially requifite. It was 
agreed we fhould fet out the next morning for his royal refidence, which 
was about 7 leagues up the found, at a place called Tahfheis. 

In the evening I received from pan Quadra, a letter in ss to mine 
of the 1ft of feptember. 


Agreeably to appointment, about eight the next morning, Sen* Qua- 


dra accompanied me in the Difcovery’s yawl, which, with our own and 
a Spanifh launch, and the Chatham’s cutter, containing as many Spanifh 
and Englifh officers as could be taken, we departed for Tahfheis; a 
meffage having been fent the preceding day to announce our intended 
-vifit. 

The weather though cloudy was very pleafant, and having a favora- 
ble breeze, we reached Tahfheis about two in the afternoon ; Maqutn- 
na received us with great pleafure and approbation, and it was evident 
that his pride was not a little indulged by our fhewing him this atten- 
tion. He conducted us through the village, where we appeared to be 
‘welcome guefts, in confequence perhaps of the prefents that were dif- 
tributed amoneft the inhabitants, who all conduéted themfelves in the 
moft civil and orderly manner. After vifiting moft of the houfes, we 
arrived at Maguinna’s refidence, which was one of the largeft, though 
it was not intirely covered in; here we found feated in fome kind of 
form, Maguznna’s daughter, who not long before had been publicly 
and with great ceremony proclaimed fole heirefs to all his property, 
power, and dominion. Near her were feated three of his wives, and a 
numerous tribe of relations. The young princefs was of low ftature, 
_ very plump, with a round face, and {mall features ; her {kin was clean, 
and being riearly white, her perfon altogether, though without any pre- 
tenfions to beauty, could not be confidered as difagreeable. To her 
and to her father I made prefents fuitable to the occafion, which 
were received with the greateft approbation by themfelves, and the 
throng which had aflembled; as were alfo thofe I made to his 
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wives, brothers, and other relations. Thefe ceremonies being ended, 
a moft excellent dinner was ferved, which Sen‘ Quadra had provided, at 
which we had the company of Maquinna and the princefs, who was 
feated at the head of the table, and conduéted herfelf with much pro- 
priety and decorum. | 

After dinner, Maguinna entertained us with a reprefentation of their 
warlike achievements. A dozen men firft appeared, armed with mufkets, 
and equipped with all their appendages, who took their pof in a very 
orderly manner within the entrance of the houfe, where they remained 
ftationary, and were followed by eighteen very {tout men, each bearing 
a fpear or lance fixteen or eighteen feet in length, proportionably 
{trong, and pointed with a long flat piece of iron, which feemed to be 
fharp on both edges, and was highly polifhed ; the whole however ap- 
peared to form but an aukward and unwieldly weapon. Thefe men 
made feveral movements in imitation of attack and defence, finging at 
the fame time feveral war fongs, in which they were joined by thofe 
with the mufkets. Their different evolutions being concluded, I was 
prefented with two fmall fea-otter {kins, and the warriors having laid 
by their arms, performed a mafk dance, which was ridiculoufly laugh- 
able, particularly on the part of Magquanna, who took a confiderable: 
fhare in the reprefentation. We were not backward in contribu- 
ting to the amufements of the day, fome fongs were fung which the 
natives feemed much to admire, and being provided with drums and 
fifes, our failors concluded the afternoon’s diverfion with reels. and 
country dances, 

In the evening we took leave of Maguinna, who was {carcely able to 
exprefs the fatisfaGtion he had experienced in the honor we had done 
him, faying, that neither Wacananyh, nor any other chief, had ever re- 
ceived fuch a mark of re{pect and attention from any vifitors, and that 
he would in a few days return us the compliment; on which: he was 
given to underftand, he fhould be entertained in the European fafhion. 

From Tahfheis we proceeded a few miles in our way home, when, 
arriving at a convenient little cove, we pitched our encampment for 
the night, and paffed a very pleafant evening. 

: After 
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After breakfa {tthe following morning we embarked and direéted our 
route towards Friendly cove; the weather was pleafant though the wind 
was unfavorable; this occafioned our dining by the way on the rocks, 
for which however Sen" Quadra was amply provided. About five we 
reached the cove, where I landed Sen“ Quadra and returned to the 
fhip. 

In our converfation whilft on this little excurfion, Sen Quadra had 
very earneftly requefted that I would name fome port or ifland after us 
both, to commemorate our meeting and the very friendly intercourfe 
that had taken place and fubfifted between us. Conceiving no fpot fo 
proper for this denomination as the place where we had firft met, which 
was nearly in the center of a traét of land that had firft been circumna- 
vigated by us, forming the fouth-weftern fides of the gulph of Georgia, 
and the fouthern fides of Johnftone’s {traits and Queen Charlotte’s found, 
I named that country the ifland of Quapra and VANCOUVER; with 
which compliment he feemed highly pleafed. 

During my abfence the Chatham had hauled off from the fhore, but 
in confequence of the inconfiderable rife of the tide her damages had not 
been repaired ; it was therefore neceflary that fhe fhould remain light until 
the next {pring tides; this however, under our prefent arrangements, was 
a matter of little importance. 

Maguinna with his two wives and fome of his relations returned our 
vifit. They had not been long on board when I had great reafon to 
confider my royal party as the moft confummate beggars I had ever feen ; 
a difpofition which feemed generally to prevail with the whole of this 
tribe of Indians, and which probably may have been foftered by the in- 
dulgences fhewn them by the Spaniards. They demanded every thing 
which ftruck their fancy, as being either ufeful, curious, or ornamental, 
though an article with which it might be impoflible for us to gratify them; 
and if not immediately prefented they would affeét to be greatly offended, 
and would remain fulky for two or three days. 

I was however particularly fortunate in having at hand every thing re- 
quifite to fatisfy the demands of Maguenna and his party. The liberali- 
ty I had fo recently fhewn to himfelf and family when at Tahfheis, was 
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perhaps not yet quite forgotten; they neverthelefs made a profitable 
vifit, as what their modefty precluded their afking of me, I was after- 
wards informed was amply made up by their begging from the officers 
and others on board. 

The exhibition of fire works which I had promifed the party, was anxi- 
oufly waited for; towards the evening their impatience was almoft unre- 
{trainable, as they could not, or would not, underftand that darknefs was 
neceflary to their entertainment, and accufed us of a breach of promife 
and telling falfities. Sen" Quadra however, after much perfuafion, pre- 
vailed upon them to ftay the night, by which they were convinced that 
our aflurances were not to be difcredited. The night being favorable to 
our operations, they fucceeded extremely well. - The rockets, balloons, 
and other fire-works, were in a high ftate of prefervation, and were re- 
garded by the Indian fpeétators with wonder and admiration, mixed with 
a confiderable fhare of apprehenfion; for it was not without great diffi- 
culty that I prevailed on Maguinna and his brother to fire a few {ky 
rockets, a performance that produced the greateft exultation. ‘The 
Europeans prefent were not lefs entertained with the exhibition, than 
furprized that the feveral fire works fhould have remained fo long on 
board in fuch excellent condition. 

The Aranfafu, a Spanifh armed fhip, commanded by Sen" Caamano, 
arrived from a furveying expedition on the exterior coaft to the north of 
Nootka, towards Biccareli, of the charts of which I was promifed a 
copy, as foon as they fhould be properly arranged. 

Mr. Cranftoun, the furgeon of the Difcovery, having been rendered in- 
capable of his duty by a general debilitated ftate of health fince our de- 
parture from the cape of Good Hope, requefted permiffion to proceed 
to port Jackfon in the Dedalus, from whence he fhould foon procure a 
paflage to England; he was confequently difcharged, and Mr. Archibald 
Menzies, a furgeon in the navy, who had embarked in purfuit of bota- 
nical information, having cheerfully rendered his fervices during Mr. 
Cranftoun’s indifpofition, and finding that fuch attention had not inter- 
fered with the other objeéts of his purfuit, I confidered him the moft 
proper perfon to be appointed in the room of Mr. Cranftoun. The 
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boatfwain of the Difcovery, Mr. William Houfe, a careful, fober, and 
attentive officer, having laboured under a violent rheumatic complaint, 
fince our departure from New Zealand, which had_ precluded his atten- 
tion to any part of his duty, was on his application in like manner dif- 
charged; Mr. John Noot, boatfwain of the Chatham, was appointed in 
his room, and Mr. George Phillifkirk was appomted boatfwain of ave 
Chatham. 
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I deemed it expedient, that their Lordfhips dire€tions, prohibiting charts, ee 10, 


journals, drawings, or any other fort of intelligence ref{pe€ting our pro- 
ceedings being made known or communicated, fhould be publicly read 
to the officers and perfons under my command, and to urge every 
injunétion in my power to enforce a due obedience to thofe orders. 

The letter I received the ed of this month from Sen™ Quadra, not 
having been tranflated till this day, in confequence of Mr. Dobdfon’s in- 
difpofition, I was not a little furprized to find it differ fo much from 
what I had reafon to expeét. 

In this letter Sen* Quadra mforms me, that in conformity to the firft 
article of the convention, and the royal crder under which he is to aét, 
he can only reftore to His Britannic Majefty the edifices, diftriéts, or 
portions of land which in april, 1789, were taken from his fubjeéts; that 
he was in poffeffion of full proof that the fmall hut the Englifh had was 
not in exiftence on the arrival of Martinez, and that the then eftablifh- 
ment of the Spaniards was not in the place where the Britifh fubjects 
had theirs. That if I did not think myfelf authorized to fubfcribe to 
the tenor of his commiffion and inftru@ions, he would recommend that 
each fhould lay before his refpeétive court all the circumftances of the 
pending negociation, and wait for further inftru€tions ; in the mean time 
Sen™ Quadra offered to leave me in pofleflion of what Mr. Meares had 
occupied, and at my command the houfes, gardens, and: offices then oc- 
cupied by the Spaniards, whilft he retired until the decifion of the two 
courts fhould be known. 

To this letter I immediately replied, that as, like his former one, it 
contained a retrofpective view of matters which I had no authority to 
take cognizance of, I fhould accede to his propofal, and make a juft and 
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fair reprefentation of all our proceedings to the court of Great Britain, 
and wait for further inftru@ions. This letter I concluded by again re- 
peating, that I was ftill ready to receive from Sen" Quadra the territories 
in queftion, agreeably to the firft article of the convention, and the letter 
of Count Florida Blanca. 

In the courfe of the night arrived here the brig Hope, belonging to 
Bofton in America, commanded by Mr. Jofeph Ingraham, the perfon 
who jointly with Mr. Gray had given Sen* Quadra a ftatement of the 
conduét of Don Martinez, and of the tranfactions at this port in the 
year 1780. 

About noon the next day I received from Sen" Quadra a letter dated 
the 11th of feptember, in anfwer to my laft, expreflive of his confidence 
that I fhould make a faithful and true reprefentation of the proceedings 
that had taken place refpeéting the points in queftion; and repeating 
the offer contained in his former letter, of relinquifhing the territories on 
the terms and conditions therein expreffed. To this letter I immediately 
replied, that I was ready whenever it fuited Sen" Quadra’s convenience, 
to be put into poffeffion of the territories on the N.w. coaft of America, 
or iflands adjacent, agreeably to the firft article of the convention, and 
the letter of the Count Florida Blanca. 

Having this day dined with Sen" Quadra, on rifing from table he re- 
quefted, as no final determination had yet taken place refpeéting the re- 
ftitution of thefe territories, to have fome perfonal converfation on the 
fubjett, in hopes by that means of drawing the bufinefs to a more fpeedy 
conclufion. Befides ourfelves there were prefent Sen" Mozino and Mr. 
Broughton; fo that with the affiftance of Mr. Dobfon, and thefe gentle- 
men who fpoke French extremely well, we had a profpeét of coming to 
fo perfeét an explanation as to render any further epiftolary alterca- 
tion totally unneceffary. Sen‘ Quadra vindicated the conduét of Marti- 
nez, and laid confiderable ftrefs on the conceflion of Maquznna, who had 
put them into complete poffeffion of the lands they then occupied; on 
this circumftance, and on the information he had obtained fince his ar- 
rival at Nootka, certain parts of which he had by letter communicated 
to me, he feemed principally to eftablifh the claims of the Spanifh 
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crown. The {mall fpot on which Mr. Meares’s houfe had been built, 
which did not then appear to be occupied by the Spaniards, Sen" Qua- 
dra faid I was at liberty to take poffeffion of for His Britannic Majefty, 
whenever I fhould think proper. This offer being totally foreign to my 
expectations, and a repetition only of that which had taken place in our 
correfpondence, Sen‘, Quadra was made acquainted, that under fuch cir- 
circumftances I did not feel myfelf juftified in entering into any further 
difeuffion. The propriety of this determination being admitted, it was 
mutually agreed that we fhould each reprefent our objections and pro- 
ceedings to our refpeéctive courts, and wait their decifion on the impor- 
tant queftions which had arifen in the negociation. In the mean time 
Sen" Quadra propofed to leave me in pofleffion of thefe territories, the 
inftant his veffel was fitted for his reception. On his departure the Spa- 
nifh flag was to be ftruck, and the Britifh flag hoifted in its place, which 
Sen™ Quadra confented to falute, on my agreeing to return an equal num- 
ber of guns. . Thus did matters appear to be perfectly arranged, agreeably 
to the wifhes of all parties, and the bufinefs brought to an amicable and 
pleafant conclufion, when to my great furprize I received the next 
morning a letter from Sen™ Quadra, fetting forth that he was ready to 
deliver up to me, conformably to the firft article of the convention, the 
territory which was occupied by Britifh fubjeéts in april, 1789, and to 
leave the Spanifh fettlement at Nootka until the decifion of the courts 
of England and Spain were obtained; which was proceeding, he faid, as 
far as his powers extended. This very unexpected letter produced an 
immediate reply from me, wherein I ftated, that the territories of which 
- the fubjeéts of His Britannic Majefty were difpofleffed in april, 1789, and 
which by the firft article of the convention were now to be reftored, I 
underftood to be this place (meaning Nootka) zn toto, and port Cox. 
_ Thefe I was ftill ready to receive, but could not entertain an idea of 
hoifting the Britifh flag on the fpot of land pointed out by Sen" Quadra, 
not extending more than an hundred yards in any direétion. I con- 
cluded by obferving, that the offer made in Sen” Quadra’s two laft let- 
ters differed materially from that contained in his firft letter to me on this 
fubject. 

Vou. I. ous On 


401 


1792. 
Septembe r. 


Thurfday 1g. 


A402 


iigio2. 
September. 


Se] 
Saturday 16° 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


On faturday morning a young lad, who for about two days had: been 
miffing from Sen® Quadra’s veffel, was found in a cove not far from the 
fhips, moft inhumanly murdered. The calves of his legs were cut out, 
his head nearly fevered from his body, and he had received feveral bar- 
barous wounds in other parts. Doubts arofe whether this horrid a@ 
had been perpetrated by the natives, or by a black man of moft infa- 
mous character, who had deferted from the Spanifh veffel about. the 
time the boy was firft miffed. The prevailing opinion feemed to crimi- 
nate the former, and on Sen‘ Quadra demanding of Magquinna that the 
murderer {hould inftantly be given up, the immediate departure of all 
the inhabitants of the found from our neighbourhood became a {trong 
prefumptive proof of their delinquency. 

Sen” Quadra gave an immediate anfwer to my letter of the 19th, but 
as he therein did not depart from the terms of his late offer of leaving me 
in poffefion only, not formaily reftortng the territory of Nootka to the king 
of Great Britain; it became neceflary on my part to demand a catego- 
rical and definitive anfwer from Sen” Quadra, whether he would or 
would not reftore to me for His Britannic Majelty the territories in quef- 
tion, of which the fubjeGis of that realm had been difpoffefled in april, 
1789. ‘Thefe were Nootka and Clayoquot, or port Cox; the former is 
the place which was then occupied by the Britifh fubjeéts, from thence 
their veffels were fent as prizes, and themfelves as prifoners to New 
Spain; this is the place that was forcibly wrefted from them, and forti- 
fied and occupied by the officers of the Spanifh crown; this place there- 
fore, with Clayoquot, or port Cox, were comprehended under the firft 
article of the convention, and were by that treaty to be reftored without 
any refervation whatfoever: on thefe terms, and on thefe only, could I 
receive the reftitution of them. Sent: Quadra having alfo laid fome ftrefg 
upon Mr. Meares’s veffels being under Portuguefe colours, I took this 
opportunity of fignifying, that I confidered that circumftance equally 
foreign and unimportant, it having been fet forth in Mr. Meares’s ori- 
ginal petition to the Parliament of Great Britain, and of courfe muft 
have come under the confideration of the Spanifh and Englifh minifters. 
Unlels our negociation could be brought to a conclufion on the terms 
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pointed out in this as well as in my former letters, I begged leave to 
acquaint Sen® Quadra, that I muft pofitively decline any further corre- 
fpondence on the fubjeét. 

It was a matter of no {mall fatisfaétion, that although on this fubjeé 
fuch manifeft difference arofe in our opinions, it had not the leaft effeét on 
our perfonal intercourfe with each other, or on the advantages we derived 
from our mutual good offices; we continued to vifittas ufual, and this 
day Sen* Quadra and Caamano, with moft of the Spanifh officers, ho- 
nored me with their company at dinner. 

On monday morning a Portuguefe brig arrived here called the Fenis 
and St. Jofeph, commanded by John de Barros Andrede, on board of 
which was a Mr. Duffin as fuper-cargo. In the evening I had Sen* 
Quadra’s final determination ; which refting on the fame point where it 
had originated, I confidered any further correfpondence totally unne- 
ceffary ; and inftead of writing, I requefted in converfation the next day to 
be informed, if he was pofitively refolved to adhere, in the reftitution of 
this country, to the principles contained in his laft letter ? and on receiving 
from him an anfwer in the affirmative, I acquainted him that I fhould 
confider Nootka as a Spanih port, and requelted his permiffion to carry 
on our neceflary employments on fhore, which he very politely gave, 
with the moft friendly affurance of every fervice and kind office in his 
power to grant. 

Our negociation being brought by thefe means to a conclufion, Sen 
Quadra informed me, that Sen" Caamano would be left in charge of the 
port, until the arrival of the Princifla, commanded by Sen” Fidalgo: with 
whom the government of the port of Nootka would be left, and from 
whom the Englifh might be certain of receiving every accommodation. » 

Sen" Quadra was now making arrangements on board the Active for 
_ his departure, which he intended fhould take place in the courfe of a 
day or two. Agreeably to a former promife I had made him, he res 
quefted a copy of my charts for the fervice of His Catholic Majefty ; but 
as our longitude of the feveral parts of the coaft differed in many in: 
{tances from that laid down by Captain Cook, I wifhed to embrace 
every future opportunity of making further obfervations whilft we might 
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remain in this port, before any copy fhould be difpofed of; but Sent Qua- 
dra wifhing to make certain of fuch information as we had acquired, and 
conceiving the further corre@tions we might be enabled to make of little 
importance, folicited fuch a copy as I was then able to procure: which, 
with a formal reply to his laft letter, I tranfmitted to him on tuefday 
evening. In this letter I fated the impofhibility of my receiving the cef- 
fion of the territories in quefiion on the conditions propofed by Sen 
Quadra, and that in confequence of the exiting differences in “our opi- 
nlons on this fubje€&t, I fhould immediately refer the whole of the nego- 
elation to the court of London, and wait the determination thereof, for 
the regulation of my future condu@. The next day Sent Quadra ac- 
knowledged the receipt of my laft letter with the charts of this coaft, &c. 
which concluded our correfpondence. 

As Sen® Quadra intended to fail the next day, accompanied by moft of 
the Spanifh officers, he did me the honor of partaking of a farewell din- 
ner, and was on this occafion received with the cuftomary marks of ce- 
remony and refpeét due to his rank, and the fituation he here filled. The 
day pafled with the utmoft cheerfulnefs and hilarity : Monterrey was ap- 
pointed as the rendezvous where next we fhould meet. 

Having underftood that Mr. Robert Duffin, the fuper-cargo on board 
the Portuguefe veffel that had arrived on the 17th, had accompanied Mr. 
Meares in the year 1788, and was with him on his firft arrival in Nootka 
found, I requefted he would furnifh me with all the particulars he could 
recollect of the tranfaGtions which took place on that occafion. This 
he very obligingly did, and at the fame time voluntarily made oath to the 
truth of his affertions. The fubftance of which was, that towards the 
clofe of the year 1787, two veffels were equipped for the fur trade on 
the N.w. coaft of America, by John Henry Cox and Co. merchants at 
Canton. That the command and condu@ of the expedition was given 
to John Meares, Efq. who was a joint proprietor alfo; that for the 
purpofe of avoiding certain heavy dues, the veffels failed under Por- 
tuguefe colours, and in the name and under the firm of John 
Cavallo, Riga Portuguefe merchant at Macao, but who had not 
any property either in the veffels, or their cargoes, which were in- 
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tirely Britifh property, and were wholly navigated by the fubjects 
of His Britannic Majefty: That Mr. Duffin accompanied Mr. 
Meares in one of thefe veffels to Nootka, where they arrived in may, 
1788, when Mr. Meares attended by himfelf and Mr. Robert Funter, on 


the 17th or 18th of the fame month, went on fhore, and bought of » 


the two chiefs, Maquilla and Calicum, the whole of the land that forms 
Friendly cove, Nootka found, m His Britannic Majefty’s name, for eight 
or ten fheets of copper, and fome trifling articles: That the natives 
were perfectly fatisfied, and, with the chiefs, did homage to Mr. Meares 
as their fovereign, according to the cuftom of their country: That 
the Britifh flag, and not the Portuguefe flag, was difplayed on fhore, 
whilft thefe formalities took place between the parties: That Mr. 
Meares caufed a houfe to be erected on the fpot which was then oc- 
cupied by the Chatham’s tent, as being the moft convenient place: That 
the chiefs and the people offered to quit their refidence, and to retire to 
Tahtheis, that confequently the Englifh were not confined to that particu- 
lar fpot, but could have ereéted houfes, had they been fo inclined, in 
any other part of the cove: That Mr. Meares appointed Mr. Robert 
Funter to refide in the houfe, which confifted of three bed-chambers, 
with a mefs-room for the officers, and proper apartments for the men ; 
thefe were elevated about five feet from the ground, the under part 
ferving as warehoufes : That, exclufive of this houfe, there were feve- 
ral out-houfes and fheds, built for the convenience of the artificers to 
work in: That Mr. Meares left the houfes in good repair, and enjoined 
Magquilla to take care of them, until he, or fome of his affociates, fhould 
return: That he, Robert Duffin, was not at Nootka when Don Marti- 
nez arrived there; that he underftood, no veftige of the houfe remained 
at that time, but that on his return thither in july, 1789, he found the 
cove occupied by the fubjeéts of His Catholic Majefty: That he then 
faw no remains of Mr. Meares’s houfe; and that on the fpot on which 
it had ftood were the tents and houfes of fome of the people belonging 
to the Columbia, commanded by Mr. John Kendrick, under the flag 
and protection of the United States of America: That His Catholic 
Majefty’s fhips, Princifla and San Carlos, were at this time at anchor in 
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Friendly cove, with the Columbia and Wafhington American traders : 
That the fecond day after their arrival they were captured by Don Mar- 
tinez, and that the Americans were fuffered to carry on their commerce 
with the natives unmolefted. . 

Sen" Quadra, at my requeft, very obligingly undertook to forward, by 
the earlieft and fafeft conveyance, a. fhort. narrative of our principal 
tranfactions at this port, for the information of the Lords of the Admi- 
miralty. =; 

On faturday morning he failed from F riendly cove, and having falu- 
ted us with thirteen guns, I returned the compliment with an equal 
number. . | 

Our attention had been moft particularly direéted to the re-loading of 
the ftore-fhip, and the re-equipment of the Chatham, whofe hold- had 
been intirely cleared for the purpofe of repairing the damages fhe had 
fuftained. The Difcovery being in all re{pects ready for fea, all hands 
were employed in the execution of thefe fervices, which were materially 
retarded by the very bad condition of the provifion cafks on board the 
Dedalus, moft of which required a thorough repair, and to be recruit- 
ed with pickle. A very material Jofs was alfo fuftained in the {pirits 
and wine; large quantities of the {lop-clothing were intirely deftroyed, 
and many others, with fome of the fails, were materially damaged, 
Circumftanced as we were, thefe deficiencies and damages were objetis 
of the moft ferious concern, and appeared to have been intirely occa- 
fioned by the very improper way in which the cargo had been. ftowed. 

The circumftances already related, with the correfpondence at large 
between Sen" Quadra and mylelf, though comprehending the fubftance 
of the negociation which took place re{pecting the ceffion of thefe ter- 
ritories, may yet require fome further explanation; and when the very 
important commerce of this country fhall be properly appreciated, I 
truft the circumfpe@tion with which I aéted will not. be found liable 
to cenfure. 

‘Our tranfactions here have been related with the greatelt fidelity, and 
precifely in the order in which they occurred. Being unprovided with any 
inftructions but fuch as were contained in the convention and the very ge- 
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neral orders I had received, it appeared totally incompatible with the 
intention of the Britifh court, with the fpirit and words. of the faid con- 
vention, or with thofe of the letter of Count Florida Blanca, that the 
identical fpace only on which Mr. Meares’s houfe and breaft-work had 
been fituated in the northern corner of this {mall cove, and forming 
nearly an equilateral triangle not extending an hundred yards on 
any one fide, bounded in front by the fea, and on the other two fides 
by high craggy rocks, which continued fome diftance down the beach, 
and, excepting at low tide, completely feparated this triangular fpace 
from that occupied by the Spaniards’ houfes and gardens, could poffi- 
bly be confidered as the objeét: of a reftitution exprefled by the terms 
« traéls of land,” according to the )firft article of the: convention ; the 
“ diftriéts or parcels of land,” mentioned’ in’ the letter of Count Florida 
Blanca; or the “ traéés of land, or parcels or difiriéts of land,” pointed 
out to me, and repeated in their jk SES initractions communicated 
to me on that fubjeét. | 

_. On. due confideration ‘henefbredk aeveindads that the.céffion’ propofed 
by Sen’ Quadra could never have: been that intended; that, at leaft, the 
whole port of Nootka, of which His Majefty’s fubjeéis had been forcibly 
difpoffeffed, and at which themfelves, their veffels and cargoes had been 
captured, muft have been the propofed objeét, of reftitution. 

Under thefe impreffions, I felt that if Thad aceeded to the propofals of 
Sen* Quadra, I fhould have betrayed the truft with which I was ho- 
~ nored, and fhould have a€ted in direét oppofition to my duty and al- 
legiance, by receiving, without any authority, a territory for His Bri- 
tannic Majefty, under the dominion of a foreign ftate. 

Thefe principles uniformly governed the whole of my condué through- 
out this negociation, in which I acted to the beft of my judgment ; fhould 
‘I be fo unfortunate however as to incur any juf cenfure, I muft rely on 
the candour of my country, to do me the juftice of attributing what- 
ever improprieties I may appear to have committed, to the true and only 
caufe; to a want of fufficient diplomatic fkill, which a life wholly de- 
voted to my profeffion had denied me the opportunity of acquiring. 

After having fo uniformly perfifted in my determination of. ftriéily 
adhering to the line of my duty, by an implicit obedience to the in- 
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{truétions I had received, in oppofition to the judgment and opinion 
of Sen™ Quadra, and the evidences which he had propofed; I could not 
but confider the unexpeéted arrival of a gentlemen, who had perfonally 
attended Mr. Meares on his forming the eftablifhment at Nootka, and 
who it feems had been prefent on moft occafions when differences had 
arifen between Sen" Martinez and Captain Colnett, as a very fortunate 
cireumttance, {ince his report and affidavit cleared up every point of which, 
from other teftimonies, I-could entertain any doubt, and confirmed me 
in the opinion, that the conduét I had purfued had not been incom- 
patible with the truft committed to my charge and execution. On 
comparing his reprefentation with that which had been communicated 
to me on the fame fubje&t by Sen* Quadra, a very material difference 
appeared, which, moft probably, operated to direét Sen" Quadra’s con- 
duct, in refufing me poffeffion ‘of the country agreeably to the terms 
of my inftruéctions. 

The veffels employed in commercial purfuits this feafon on the north- 
welt coaft of America, have I believe found their adventures to an- 
fwer their expe€tations: many were contented with the cargo of furs 
they had ¢colle¢ted in the courfe of the fummer; whilft others who had 
prolonged their voyage, either paffed the winter at the Sandwich iflands, 
or on the coaft, where they completed {mall veffels which they brought 
out in frame. An Englifh and an American fhallop were at this time 
on the ftocks in the cove, and when finifhed were to be employed in 
the inland navigation, in colleéting the fkins of the fea-otter and other 
furs; befide thefe, a French fhip was then engaged in the fame purfuit, and 
the following veffels in the fervice of His Catholic Majelty ; the Ger- 
trudes and Conception of thirty-fix guns each, the Aétive brig of twelve 
guns, Princiffa, Aranfafu, and St. Carlos, armed fhips, with the veffels 
of Sen": Galiano and Valdes. Both thefe gentlemen had been, and 
were full, employed, not only in geographical refearches, but in ac- 
quiring every poffible information refpe€ting the commerce of the 
country ; this circumftance, together with the guarded condu& obferved 
by Sen" Quadra, in his endeavours to retain the whole, or at any event 
to prelerve a right in Nootka, evidently manifefted the degree of jea- 
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louly, with which the court of Spain regards the commercial intercourfe 
that is likely to be eftablifhed on this fide of the world. 

Confidering it an indifpenfable duty, that the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty fhould, from under my own hand, become acquainted with the 
whole of my negociation at this port by the fafeft and moft expeditious 
conveyance, a paflage was procured for my firft lieutenant Mr. Mudge 
on board the Fenis and St. Jofeph, bound to China, from whence he 
was to proceed with all difpatch to England. To this gentleman I in- 
trufted extraéts from the moft important parts of my journal, with a 
copy of our furvey of this coaft; and I had every reafon to indulge 
the hopes of his fpeedy return, with further inftruétions for the govern- 
ment of my conduét in thefe regions. 

On this occafion, I appointed Lieutenants Puget and Baker to be 
firft and fecond lieutenants, as alfo Mr. Spelman. Swaine to be third 
lieutenant of the Difcovery ; and Mr. Thomas Manby to be matter of 
the Chatham. | | 

Sen" Quadra having ufed no rigorous meafures to deteét and bring 
to juftice the murderer of the young Spaniard, the alarm of the na- 
tives foon fubfided, and in a day or two they vifited us as ufual. Maguin- 
ma and the other chiefs were not, however, fo cordially received at the 
Spanifh habitations, as they had been in Sen" Quadra’s time; at which 
they expreffed much diflike to all the Spaniards excepting Sen" Quadra, 
and particularly to Martinez ; who, Maguinna afferted, went on fhore 
with a number of armed people,.and obliged him, by threats to make 
ceflion of Nootka to the king of Spain. _He lamented alfo the prof- 
peét of our fpeedy -departure, faying, that his people would ‘always 
be harraffed and ill-treated by new-comers, and intreated that I, would 
leave fome perfons behind for their protettion. . Very little dependence 
- however is to be placed in the truth or fincerity of fuch declarations ; 
fince thefe people, unlettered as they are, poflefs no {mall fhare of policy 
and addrefs, and {pare no pains to ingratiate themfelves, by the help of 
a little flattery (a commodity with whofe value they feemed perfecily 
acquainted) with ftrangers, to whom they reprefent their aétions as 
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refulting from the moft fincere friendfhip ; by which means they fre- 
quently procure very valuable prefents, without making any return. 

From the time of Sen* Quadra’s departure until the 26th, my time 
had been moftly employed in preparing my difpatches for England ; 
they were now completed, and Mr. Mudge would have failed this day, 
had not a hard gale of wind from the s.z., attended with a heavy rain, 
prevented his departure, and retarded our operations in the equipment 
of the Chatham and Dedalus. This boifterous unpleafant weather con- 
unued until the goth in the afternoon, when the wind fhifting to the 
N.w. brought fair weather, with which the Fenis and St. Jofeph failed 
for China. : | 

The Hope brig, which had failed on the goth of laft month, and 
the Spanifh armed fhip Princiffa, arrived here from the eftablifhment 
before mentioned, that the Spaniards had formed near the fouthern en- 
trance of the ftraits of De Fuca; which was the fame open bay we had 
paffed in the afternoon of the egth of april laft; but its having been 
found much expofed, and the anchorage very bad, owing to a rocky 
bottom, the Spaniards,. I was given to underftand, had been induced in. 
tirely to evacuate it; and it appeared alfo that Sen* Fidalgo had brought 


‘with him to this place all the live ftock that had been: deftined for its — 


eftablifhment. ; 

Our new fuit of fails, after foaking fome hours in the fea, were bent 
on faturday. The obfervatory, with the inftrunients and chronome- 
ters, were on that day alfo taken on. board, as well thofe fupplied me 
by the Navy Board, as thofe intrufted by the Board of Longitude to the 
care of the late Mr. William Gooch the aftronomer, intended. for this 
expedition. 

The very unfettled ftate of the weather much retarded our re-equip- 
ment, and the appearance of winter having already commenced, indi- 
cated the whole year to be divided here into two feafons only. The 
month of feptember had been delightfully pleafant, and the fame fort of 
weather, with little interruption, had prevailed ever fince the arrival’ of 
Sen® Quadra in the fpring; during which period: of fettled weather, the 
day was always attended with a refrefhing gale from the ocean, and a 
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gentle breeze prevailed through the night from the land: which not 

only renders the climate of this country extremely pleafant, but the ac- 

cefs and egrefs to and from its ports very eafy and commodious. 

~ As my attention, during our continuance in this port, had been princi- 

pally engroffed by the negociation already adverted to, I had little leifure 

to profecute other inquiries ; I {hall therefore conclude this chapter by the 

infertion of fuch obfervations as were made on fhore at the obfervatory. 
The obfervations commenced on the goth of auguift, at 

which time Kendall’s chronometer, according to the Birch- 


bay rate, gave the longitude - - - 233° 58 15" 
By the Portfmouth rate - - 231° 16 30” 
Arnold’s watch, on board the Chatham, ‘sh the Birch-bay 

rate — - - - - - . 232° 47' 45" 

1702. Longitude of the obfervatory. 
Sept.7, Mylelf,. two fets of diftances, moon and fun, 239° 22’ 30" 
— Mr.Whidbey,two — ditto ditto - 19’ 
8, ditto, eight ditto ditto “ 44° 20” 
— Mylelf, eight ditto : ditto - 38' 41" 
QO; ditto, eight . ditto ditto “ 31' 30" 
— Mr.Whidbey, eight ditto ditto - g7'oup 
12, ditto, eight ditto ditto - 32' 32” 
— Mylelf, fix ditto ditto - 27) 5° 
23, ditto, eight ditto ditto - 26 34" 
— Mr.Whidbey, eight ditto ditto - 13/1 9" 
23, ditto, eight ditto ditto : 42°94" - 
— Myéfelf, eight ditto ditto - 1250" 
O&. 1, Mr.Whidbey, fix ditto moon and aquila, 35) 25" 


_ Aug. 22, Five fets per ) a ©, taken by myfelf at fea, and 
reduced at this place by the chronometer, ac- 


cording to its rate of going found here 49 9" 
— Five fets, taken by Mr. Whidbey,- ditto - 365” 
24, Four fets, by myfelf, : ditto - 36 49” 
— Four fets, by Mr. Whidbey, ditto . 34 45° 
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The mean’ of the whole, colleétively taken; being forty- 


UL nine fets by myfelf; and fifty-feven by Mr. Whidbey ; 


amounting in all to one hundred and fix. fets of lunar dif- 

tances, gave the longitude © revi 3 task 233° BY 30” 
By ‘ghidh our obfervations place Nootka fieaee about 26’ 30” to the 
eaftward ‘of the longitude’affigned to it by Captain Cook, and about 
10 to the eaftward of Sen" Michalpiheriis obfervations ; whence it fhould 
feem to appear, that'our inftruments:for the longitude were erring on 
the eaftern fide. 

Although I fhould have been very sii to fubfcribe to the 
longitude, as fettled by aftronomers of fuperior abilities; yet, on’ the 
neater occafion, fuch a conceffion: would have been attended with a 
very material inconvenience, in deranging the pofition of -the different 
parts of the coaft that have already been furveyed, and laid down by 
our own obfervations. For this effential reafon, I have been induced to 
retain the ‘meridian of Nootka, as afcertained by our own obfervations, 
which fhewed Kendall’s chronometer, on our arrival, to be 26’ 45" 
to the eaftward of what I have confidered as the true longitude; and 


‘as I had reafon to believe this error commenced about the time of our 
departure from Defolation found, and that it had been regularly increa- 


fing fince that period, the longitude has been corrected both in my 
journals and charts from that f{tation. 


“> On this authority, the errors of the chronometers have been found, 


which, on the 5th of Oétober at noon, were as follow: (viz.) 


Kendall faft of mean time at Greenwich Ps ig’ 4g"i42"” 
And gaining, per ‘day, on mean time, deduced from = 

thirty- fix fets-of correfponding altitudes, at the rate of 05 1 le 
Arnold’s No. 82, on board the ‘Chatham, faft of mean | 

time at Greenwich - - - ~ yaks 695 and 
And gaining, per: day, on mean time, at the rate of 28a 
Arnold’s No.14, from the Dedalus, faftof mean time at i 

Greenwich - - _- - - AQ ad AUd 
And gaining, per day, on mean time, at the rate of AS ABC 


_ Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich 2" 16’ 38” 41” 
And 
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And gaining, per day, on mean time, at the rate of 
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Earnfhaw’s pocket watch, faft of mean time at Greenwich 15 7’ 99” 41” Ua 


And gaining, per day, on mean time, atthe rate of 

The calculations by the Portfmouth rate of Kendall's 
chronometer have hitherto ‘been noticed, in order to fhew 
the degree of accuracy with which it had gone, according 
to its then afcertained motion, in encountering the vari- 
ous climates it had paffed through fince our departure 
from that port; but as I have no fimilar documents, or 
the leaft information, refpetting the three chronometers I 
received from the Dedalus, to compare with the going 
of Kendall’s, thofe calculations from hence ‘will ceafe to 
attraét our attention. 

The latitude of the obfervatory, by thirty meridional 
altitudes of the fun - - - - 

The variation of the compafs, by thirty fets of azi- 
muths, taken by three different compafles, varying from 
16° to 21°, gave the mean refult- = : 


The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. 


Marked end, North face Eaft, - - a x 
Ditto, Welt, t : ? 
Marked end, South face Eaft, = - 3 E a 
Ditto, Welt, J i - 
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


CHAPTER XI. 


Depart from Nootka found—Proceed to the fouthward along the coafi—The 
Dedalus enters Gray's harbour—The Chatham enters Columbia river— 
Arrival of the Difcovery at port St. Francifco. 
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doe inclemency of the weather prevented our proceeding in our fe- 
veral occupations, and detained us here until the afternoon of the 12th, 
when, in company with the Chatham and Dedalus, we hauled out of the 
cove, in order to take the advantage of the land wind, which about ten 
o'clock enabled us to fail out of the port of Nootka; but the Chatham 
and Dedalus not following, we brought to about midnight, to wait their 
coming up. This however did not take place during the night, which was 
ferene and pleafant, though we had a very heavy and irregular {well 
which drove us fo far to the weftward, that by day-light we were not 
more than 2 miles to the fouthward of the ledge of rocks which lie 2 
leagues to the weftward of the weft point of entrance into Nootka; our 
foundings were from 25 to 30 fathoms. 

About nine the next morning the Chatham and Dedalus joined com- 
pany. The Chatham, by the weather falling calm juftas fhe had weighed 


anchor, became under no command, and was fwept by the tide on the 


rocky point of the cove, where the fea broke with great violence; but 


by proper exertions, and immediate affiftance from the Dedalus, which 
was in a fortunate fituation for that purpofe, fhe got off without receiv- 
ing any apparent damage, though fhe had ftruck very heavily. 

It is neceffary here to ftate, that on the day previous to our fail- 
ing, I received on board two young women for the purpofe of re- 
turning them to their native country, the Sandwich iflands; which 

they 
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they had quitted in a veffel that arrived at Nootka on the 7th inftant, 
called the Jenny, belonging to Briftol. But as that veffel was bound 
from hence ftraight to England, Mr. James Baker her commander very 
earneftly requefted, that I would permit thefe two unfortunate girls to 
take a paffage in the Difcovery to Onehow, the ifland of their birth and 
refidence ; from whence it feems they had been brought, not only very 
contrary to their wifhes and inclinations, but totally without the know- 
ledge or confent of their friends or relations; and of which tranfaétion 
fome particulars will hereafter be noticed, where they will not interfere 
with the regular progrefs of our narrative; which I now refume by ob- 
ferving, that after fo long a continuance of unfettled weather, the pre- 
fent apparent re-eftablifhed ferenity encouraged me to hope I might be 
enabled in our route to the fouthward to re-examine the coaft of New 
Albion, and particularly a river and'a harbour difcovered by Mr. Gray 
in the Columbia between the 46th.and 47th degrees of north latitude, of 
which Sen* Quadra had favored me with a fketch. For this purpofe our 
courfe was direcied along fhore to the eaftward, which would alfo afford 
an opportunity of examining the Spanifh furvey between Nootka-and 
De Fuca’s ftraits. 

Some obfervations were made to afcertain if any error had taken 
place in the chronometer fince they had been received from the fhore, 
and I had the fatisfaétion to find them all anfwer very well. Kendall’s in 
particular was very exact, and its excellency having already been proved, 
I was determined to depend principally upon it until a further opportu- 
nity fhould offer for afcertaining the going of the others. 

At noon our obferved latitude was 49° 23’, the longitude 299° 28’. 
The northernmoft land in fight by compafs bore n.w.; Nootka n. 8 w.; 
the eafternmoft land in fight N. 88 £.; and point Breakers, our neareft 
fhore, N. 30 £. diftant four miles; whence that point is fituated accord- 
ing to our obfervations, which were very good, made by different per- 
fons, and agreeing to a great nicety, in latitude 49° 25’, longitude 293° 
99". Captain Cook ftates the latitude of point Breakers to be 49° 15’- 
The difference of 10’ is decidedly an error of the prefs, as by my own 
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obfervations during that voyage point Breakers is placed in latitude 
49° 24’. 

The wind at N.w. blew a pleafant gale until the evening, when it was 

fucceeded by calms and light variable airs off the land, which continued 


‘until near noon the next day. During the fore part of the night the depth 


of water was from 70 to go fathoms, but by the morning we were drifted 
too far from the land to gain foundings. The weather, though clear over 
head, was hazy towards ite horizon, and rendered the land very indif- 
tin¢ét; in the afternoon we had a fine breeze from the weftward, which 
enabled us to fteer in for the land, and to gain a diftant view of Clayoquot 
and Nittinat, which, according to the Spaniards, are the native namés of 
port Cox and Berkley’s found. The eaft point of the former at fun-fet 
by compafs bore n. 50 w. about 4 leagues diftant; the weft point of the 
latter, our neareft fhore, nN. 28 £. about five miles diftant, and the coaft 
in fight extended from eaft to v.63 w. We fhortened fail for the night, 
and inclined our courfe towards cape Claffet. I had been given to un- 
derftand, that this promontory was by the natives called Claffet; but now 
finding that this name had originated only from that. of an rests chief’s 
refiding in its neighbourhood, I have therefore refumed panne Cook’s 
ieinal appellation of cape Flattery. 

The weftwardly wind died away as the night approached, when we 
were in foundings from go to 4o fathoms ; but light airs and calms fuc- 
ceeding, we were foon driven to a Re Lewatiery diftance from the land, 
which in the morning was nearly obfcured by a thick haze at the diftance 
of 5 or 6 leagues. The obferved latitude at noon was 48° 41’, longitude 
234° 30’; the coaft then in fight bearing by compafs from Nn. w. ‘to 
E, by N. 

A want of wind until the next day much increafed our diftance from 
the fhore, by our being fet to the fouthward; and the land being ftill 
obleured by a denfe haze, prevented our difcovering that. we had pafled 
cape Flattery until ten in the forenoon, when it was announced by the 
rocks to the fouth of it; the largeft of which, independently of Deftruc- 
tion ifland, is the moft extenfive detached land exifting on the fea coaft 
between cape Flattery and cape Mendocino. It is of an oblong fhape, 

and 
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and nearly level on the top, where it’ produces a few trees, its fides are 
almoft perpendicular; near it are fome {mall white barren rocks, fome 
funken ones, and fome rocky iflets of curious and romantic fhapes.. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 48° 8’, and the longitude, deduced from 
four different fets of obfervations for the chronometer taken in the af- 
ternoon, was 235° 26’. In this fituation the fouthernmoft Jand in fight 
bore by compafs s. 78 ©. and the mountain before confidered. as mount 
Olympus, eaft. Whether our having been latterly accuftomed to fee more 
lofty mountains, or whether the mountain being difrobed of its winter 
garment (the {now now being only in patches) produced the effea, is 
not eafily determined, but it certainly feemed of lefs ftupendous. height 
than when we firft beheld it in the fpring.. A light favorable breeze from 
the n.w. during the afternoon, afforded a good opportunity for deter- 
mining the fituation of this Cape, and I had the fatisfation to find it 
corref{pond exaétly with the pofition I had affigned to it, on paffing it 
in the fpring. This evinced the propriety of adopting the meridian of 
Nootka for our charts, agreeably to the refult of the obfervations we 
had made for afcertaining It. 

In the point of view we this day faw the entrance of De Fuca’s ftraits ; 
it appeared in no ref{peét remarkable, or likely to be an opening of any 
confiderable extent. The night being again almoft calm, our diftance 
from the land was increafed as before. We approached it flowly in the 
forenoon, and at mid-day the coaft by compafs extended N. N.w. to E.S.E. ; 
mount Olympus bore Nn. 4o £. and the neareft fhore N.£. about 4 
leagues diftant. Our obferved latitude 47°27’, longitude 235° 38’, 
agreed exceedingly well with our former pofition of this part of the coaft. 

A light N.w. breeze prevailed in the afternoon, which by fun-fet 
brought us within: 4 miles of the fhore, having foundings from 50 to go 
fathoms. At eight the wind died away, and as we were now approaching 
a part of the coaft which we had formerly paffed at a greater diftance than 
I could have wifhed, we anchored for the night to prevent the fame thing 
happening a fecond time. The depth of water was 24 fathoms, black 
fandy bottom. At five the next morning, with a gentle breeze from the 
land, we turned up along fhore, and had foundings from 17 to -4o0 
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fathoms, The land breeze was fucceeded by one from the N.W.3 at 
noon the obferved latitude was 47°14’, longitude 295° 59 very nearly 
correfponding with the pofition of this coaft as laid down by us in the 
{pring. In this fituation the northernmoft land in fight by compafs 
bore nN. 28 w.; the perforated rock noticed off point Grenville in the 
morning of the 98th of april, N. 15 w.; mount Olympus N.14£.; the 
neareft fhore, being a {mall detached rock, s. 80 £. three or four miles 
diftant ; two low points of land which we confidered to form the points. 
of Gray’s harbour, s. 40 £.; and s. 36£.; and the fouthernmoft land in 
fight s. 32 ©. In the courfe of the morning we had feen a remarkably 
high round mountain, which now bore by compals n. 79 £. and rofe con- 
{picuoufly from a plain of low, or rather moderately elevatéd land, and 
was covered with fnow as far down as the intervening hills permitted us 
to fee. We entertained little doubt of its being mount Rainier, which. 
was foon afterwards confirmed; its diftance from us being an hundred 
geographical miles. 
The weather and every other circumftance concurring to promote the 
defign I had formed of re-examining this coaft, I dire@ed that Mr. 
Whidbey, taking one of the Difcovery’s boats, fhould proceed in the 
Dédalus to examine Gray’s harbour, faid to be fituated in latitude 46° 
53’, whilft the Chatham and Difcovery explored the river Mr. Gray 
had difcovered in the latitude of 46° 10’. In the event of our not meet- 
ing with the Dedalus before we reached Monterrey, that port was ap- 
pointed as a rendezvous. We proceeded to the fouthward at the dif. 
tance of 3 or 4 miles from the fhore, having regular foundings at a 
depth from 19 to 19 fathoms. . 
Towards midnight the light N.w. wind, which had prevailed during 
moft part of the day, was fucceeded by acalm, on which we anchored in 
16 fathoms water, and at day-light the next morning difcovered our 
fituation to be off the bay we had endeavoured to enter the 27th of laft 
april,-and about 2 miles from the outermoft of the breakers, which bore 
by compafs n. 73 £.3 the fouthernmoft part of the coaft in fight s.s. z. ; 
mount Rainier nN. 66 £.; the s. &. point of Gray’s harbour, which is low 
projecting land, covered with trees, N. 2 wW.; and mount Olympus, our 
‘ northern- 
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northernmoft land in view, north. This by various obfervations, I found 
to be fituated in latitude 47° 50’, longitude 236° 4’.. Here the Bay be- 
fore us did not appear to fall fo far back as I had been. led to fuppole, 
but the low land projected further into the ocean than it had appeared 
to do on our former view of it; and inftead of the breakers being in- 
tirely connected, two {mall openings were difcovered, which, however, 
from the colour of the water, and the rifing of the {well acrois them, 
mutt be very fhallow.. Broken water was alfo feen in every direction 
between the outer reefs and the fhore, the latter of which was not dif- 
cernible until eleven o’clock, when a breeze fet in from the n.w. which 
difperfed the haze, and fhewed the boundary of the coaft to be one un- 
interrupted beach, lined with breakers at irregular diftances from it. 
With this breeze we weighed anchor. The latitude obferved at noon 
was 46° 42’, but obfervations for the chronometer were not procured. 

With a pleafant gale and fine weather we coafted along this delightful 
and apparently fertile part of New Georgia, at the diftance of about a league 
from the fhoals, having foundings from i0 to 16 fathoms, until four in 
the afternoon, when having nearly reached cape Difappointment, which 
forms the north point of entrance into Columbia river, fo named by 

Mr. Gray, I directed the Chatham to lead into it, and on her arrival 
at the bar fhould no more than 4 fathoms water be found, the fignal for 
danger was to be made; but if the channel appeared to be further na- 
vigable, then to proceed. 

As we followed the Chatham the depth of water decreafed to 4 fa- 
thoms, in which we failed fome little time without being able to diftin- 
guifh the entrance into the river, the fea breaking in a greater or lefs 
degree from fhore to fhore; but as the Chatham continued to purfue her 
courfe, I concluded fhe was in a fair channel. We however foon ar- 
rived in 3 fathoms, and as the water was becoming lefs deep, and break- 
ing in all dire¢tions around us, I hauled to the weftward in order to 
efcape the threatened danger. In doing this we were aflifted by a very 
ftrong ebb tide that fat out of the river, and which oppofing a very 
heavy {well that rolled from the weitward diref&tly on the fhore, caufed 
an irregular and dangerous fea. By feven, our depth of water had in- 
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creafed to 10 fathoms, where conceiving ourfelves in fafety, we an- 
chored for the night, which pafled very uncomfortably, owing to the 
violent motion of the veffel, and anxiety for the fafety of the Chatham, 
from which a fignal was made at the moment we hauled out of the 
breakers, which we were fearful might have been for affiftance, as the 
clofing in of the day prevented our accurately diftinguifhing the colour 
of the flags; but as fhe appeared to be perfectly under command, and as 
the rapidity of the tide and the heavy fea rendered any affiftance from 
us impracticable, I was willing to hope the fignal might have been for 
the bar, which, at day-light the next morning, was proved to be the 
cafe by her being feen riding in perfeét fafety, about two miles within the 
{lation we had taken. 

The morning was calm and fair, yet the heavy crofs fwell continued, 
and within the Chatham the breakers feemed to extend without the leaft 
interruption from fhore to fhore. Anxious however to afcertain this 
faét, I fent Lieutenant Swaine, in the cutter, to found between us and 
the Chatham, and to acquire fuch information from Mr. Broughton as 
he might be able to communicate; but a frefh eaftwardly breeze pre- 
vented his reaching our confort, and obliged him to return: in confe- 
quence of which a fignal was made for the lieutenant of the Chatham, 
and was anfwered by Mr. Johnftone, who founded as he came out, but 
found no bar, as we had been given to underftand. The bottom was a 
dead flat within a quarter of a mile of our anchorage. From Mr. John- 
{tone I received the unpleafant intelligence, that by the violence of the 
furf, which, during the preceding night, had’ broken over the decks of 
the Chatham, her {mall boat had been dafhed to pieces. Mr. Johnftone 
was clearly of opinion, that had the Dilcovery anchored where the 


‘Chatham did, fhe muft have ftruck with great violence. Under this 


circumftance, we undoubtedly experienced a moft providential efcape in 
hauling from the breakers. My former opinion of this port being inac- 
ceffible to veffels of our burthen was now fully confirmed, with this ex- 
ception, that in very fine weather, with moderate winds, and a fmooth fea, 
veffels not exceeding four hundred tons might, fo far as we were enabled 


to judge, gain admittance. ‘The Dedalus, however, being direéted to 
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fearch for us here, I was induced to perfevere ; particularly as, towards 
noon, a thick haze, which before had in a great degree obfcured the 
land, cleared away, and the heavy fwell having much fubfided, gave us 
a more perfect view of our fituation, and fhewed this opening in the 
coaft to be much more extenfive than I had formerly imagined. Mount 
Olympus, the northernmoft land in fight, bore by compafs Nn. 7 w.; 
cape Difappointment N. 61 £., 2 miles, the breakers extending from its 
{hore s. 87 £. about half a league diftant; thofe on the fouthern or oppo- 
fite fide of the entrance into the river s. 76 £.: between thefe is the chan- 
nel into the river, where at this time the fea did not break. The coaft 
was feen to the fouthward as far as s. 31 £. The obferved latitude 46° 
20’, which placed cape Difappointment one mile further north than did 
our former obfervations. The flood at one o’clock making in our fa- 
vor, we weighed, with a fignal as before for the Chatham to lead. 
With. boats ahead founding, we made all fail to windward, in 4 to 6 
fathoms water. The Chatham being further. advanced in the channel, 
and having more wind and tide, made a greater progrefs than the Dif- 
covery. About three o’clock a gun was fired from behind a point that 
projeéted from the mner part of cape Difappointment, forming, to all 
appearance, avery {nug cove; this was anfwered by the hoifting of the 
Chatham’s colours, and firing a gun to leeward, by which we concluded 
fome veffel was there at anchor. Soon afterwards foundings were de- 
noted by the Chatham to be 6 and 7 fathoms, and at four {he anchor- 
ed apparently in a tolerably {nug birth. ‘Towards fun-fet, the ebb 
making ftrongly againft us, with fcarcely fufficient wind to command 
the fhip, we were driveréut of the channel into 13 fathoms water, where 
wwe anchored for the night; the ferenity of which flattered us with the 
hope of getting in the next day. 

The clearnefs of the atmofphere enabled us to fee the high round 
{nowy mountain, noticed when in the fouthern parts of Admiralty inlet, 
to the fouthward of mount Rainier ; from this ftation it bore by compafs 
Ni77 £., and, like mount Rainier, feemed covered with perpetual fnow, 
as low down as the intervening country permitted it to be feen. This I 
have diftinguifhed by the name of Mounr Sr. Hexens, in honor of 
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his Britannic Majefty’s ambaflador at the court of Madrid. It is fituated 
in latitude 46°9/, and in longitude 238° 4’, according to our obferva- 
tions. 

All hopes of getting into Columbia river vanifhed on funday morn: 
ing, which brought with it a frefh gale from the s.z., and every ap- 
pearance of approaching bad weather, which the falling of the mer- 
cury in the barometer alfo indicated. We therefore weighed and ftood 
to fea; foon after this fome obfervations for the chronometer were ob- 
tained, which gave the longitude 236° 4 90”, by which cape Difappoint- 
ment appeared to be 3’ in longitude further eaft than I had formerly 
efteemed it to be; it is however too trifling to demand correétion, as 
fuch a difference, and even a much greater one, is liable to arife, by 
any little alteration in the rate of the chronometer. 

The forenoon was employed in making the neceffary preparations for 
bad weather, which was foon found to be an-effential precaution. An 
increafe of the gale, with a very heavy fea, obliged us about two in the 
afternoon to clofe-reef the topfails, and to hand the main-fail and mizen 
topfail. 

Under this fail we ftood to the s.w. until two in the morning, — 
when, the wind in fome degree moderating, we again made for the land, 
the gale fubfided, and in the forenoon the wind from the s.r. was light 
and variable. ,The weather however was very unfettled, feveral water 
{pouts were feen, and fome paffed at no great diftance from the fhip. 
By a very indifferent obfervation, at noon, the latitude was afcertained 
to be 46° 4’, and the longitude by the reckoning 234° 49’. About two 
in the afternoon, a {trong gale, attended with heavy dark. gloomy Wweas 
ther, fuddenly arofe from the n.w., and foon increafed with fuch vio- 
lence as obliged us to ftrike the top-gallant mafts, clofe-reef the top- 
fails, and to take in the main and the fore and mizen topfails. This 
boifterous weather, in addition to the advanced ftate of the feafon, in- 
duced me to abandon every idea of regaining Columbia river ; and, un- 
der the conviction, that from Mr. Broughton and Mr.Whidbey I fhould 
receive every information I required, not only of Gray’s harbour but 
of Columbia river, which Mr. Broughton had entered, and who I was 
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affured would not quit it without being fatisfied im its examination, I 
direéted our courfe to the fouthward. 

The gale moderated the next morning, veered to the fouth, and 
bringing with it more fettled weather, we made all fail. At noon the 
obferved latitude was 44°31’, longitude by the chronometer 234° 12’. 
This favorable appearance of the weather was however of fhort dura- 
tion. The wind in the afternoon again blew a ftrong gale, which 
obliged us to ftand to the s.w., under ftorm ftay-fails until near mid- 
night, when it veered to the s.w., became more moderate, and we were 
enabled to ftand to the s.s.z. The weather however continued very 
unfettled, the fea was very heavy and irregular, and the wind became 
variable between s.w. and s.s.z. On wednefday morning fome water- 
fpouts again appeared, and towards noon came on a very violent ftorm of 
thunder, lightning, and rain ; about which time, very unexpectedly, we 
faw the land. I confidered it to be part of the coaft about cape Per- 
petua ; it bore eaft, and was not more than 6 leagues from us, though, 
by our reckoning, it fhould have been more than twice that diftance. 
The wind, with {qualls from the s.s.w., now blew very hard, with which 
m order to regain an offing we ftood to the weftward; but this was 
accomplifhed fo flowly, that at five in the evening the land was ftill in 
fight to the eaftward, diftant about 6 or 7 leagues ; and though the fhip 
was already under a fevere prefs of fail, it became neceflary to make 
confiderable addition, which the fhip being unable to carry, the top- 
fails were again clofe-reefed, under which and the two courfes, we ftood 
to the sie rlacha aia during the night, which was very ftormy. The 
weather continued unfettled, Alchoubh the wind became light and vari-. 
able between the fouth and s.w., dekidel with heavy rain and unplea- 
fant weather, until thurfday afternoon, when the wind fhifted to the 
n.w., blew a gentle breeze, and brought with it a clear atmofphere. To 
this favorable breeze we fpread all our canvas, and dire€ted our courfe 
for cape Orford, in order to re-examine its pofition. 

At noon the next day, our obferved latitude was 43°39’, longitude 
243° 51’. Towards fun-fet a‘diftant view of the coaft was gained, bear- 
ing £.s.£., and by ten at night the wind veered again to the s.£., which 
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by faturday noon reduced us to our clofe-reefed topfails. |The gale 
moderated towards midnight, and once more we fpread all our canvafs 
to a moderate breeze, between the fouth and s.z., which was ftill at- 
tended with a heavy difagreeable crofs {well, rendering the fhip, with 
her then heavy cargo very uneafy. The weather in general was much 
more pleafant than that which we had lately experienced, and as the 
wind veered, we occafionally tacked to get to the s.z. By thefe means, 
on the evening of the egth, the coaft was feen extending by com- 
pals from N.z. by N. tos. e. by £.; cape Orford bearing &. by N., 
about 4’ diftant. By the obfervations made in the courfe of the day, 
the latitude of this cape, as before ftated, was found to be correét ; the 
longitude as at cape Difappointment deviated 3 miles to the eaftward. 
The next day. in the afternoon, I made fome further obfervations to 
this effeét, (not having proceeded more than 3 or 4 leagues to the 
fouthward of the cape) which produced the like refult. 

The wind continued nearly in the fame dire€tion, blowing a moderate 
breeze, with pleafant weather; but the very uncomfortable ftate of the 
veflel, in confequence of a difagreeable fwell, was foon again agerava- 
ted by the increafe of the s.e. wind, which at fun-fet, on the od of 
november, reduced us to a clofe-reefed topfail and forefail. This gale 
was accompanied by a very high fea, which about two o’clock in the 
morning carried away our fpritfail yard in the flings. After day-break 
the wind fhifted to the n.w., with this we fteered to the s.s.£., againtt 
a very heavy head fea,’ which wafhed overboard John Davifon, a feaman, 
whilft rigging a new fpritfail yard. This poor fellow being a good 
fwimmer was enabled to fupport himfelf until our fmall boat from 
the {tern happily picked him up, when nearly exhautted. 

The wind continuing to blow a frefh breeze to the weftward of fouth, 
we made a fine flant along the coaft, to the fouth-eaftward. The wea- 
ther was delightfully pleafant until near midnight, when the wind 
veered to the s.e., and by four in the morning its violence obliged us 
to ftrike the top-gallant mafts, and bring the fhip under the forefail 
and ftorm flayfails; even this low fail was more than prudence could 
authorize, yet I was, and had been, throughout the whole of this ftor- 
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my weather, neceffitated to refort to this meafure, left we fhould lofe, 
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in thefe tempeftuous returns, the diftance which the fhort intervals of t+ 


moderate weather permitted us to gain. This gale moderated in the 
evening; clofe-reefed topfails were fet; towards midnight the wind 


veered to the wéftward, and the next morning we again ftood to the Monday 5. 


fouth. The wind between n.w. and w. attended ftill with the fame 
heavy irregular fwell, blew a moderate breeze with fair and pleafant 


weather, which gave us again on the following day fight of the land Tuefday 6. 


extending by compafs from N.£. by N. toz.4s. The fouthernmoft 
promontory of cape Mendocino, N. 4o r. diftant 5 or 6 leagues. At 
noon in this fituation our latitude was 40° 10’, longitude 235° 33’. From 
the obfervations on this occafion, I found the latitude of cape Mendo-_ 
cino exaétly to correfpond, and the longitude to be within 9’ of the 
pofition I had before affigned to it. This circumftance afforded me 
much fatisfa€tion, as it proved the accuracy of our furvey in the {pring, 
and flattered me with the hope, that future vifitors to this coaft would find 
the feveral projeéting points, as well to the north of cape Mendocino, 
as to the fouth of it, which we were now bound to vifit, laid down with 
tolerable accuracy in our chart. 

The wind however proved adverfe to our fouthern progrefs; it again 
veered to the s.£. and as ufual was attended with fqualls and torrents of 


rain, which kept us under clofe-reefed topfails until wednefday morning, Wednef. 7. 


when the gale gradually died away, and was fucceeded by a calm; the 
fame heavy irregular fea, thick weather, and a deluge of rain continued 


until the morning of the 8th, when a gentle breeze {prang up from the Thurfday 8. 


n.w. and the atmofphere once more affumed a clear and pleafant ap- 
pearance. 

We had now paffed to the fouth of cape Mendocino, and with this 
favorable change in the weather loft not a moment in making all fail 
towards the land to the s.r. of the Cape, which at noon was in fight, 
extending by compalfs from wn. by E. to E. by N.; the neareft fhore bear- 
ing N.55 8. about 8 leagues diftant. The latitude obferved was 39° 51’, 
Jongitude 235° 48’. We had approached about dark nearly within a 
Jeague of the fhore, and as we had now to commence the examination 
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of the coaft to the fouthward, we hauled our wind and plied under an 
eafy fail until day light the next morning, when we again refumed our 
courfe along fhore with a light northerly breeze, which by noon brought 
us to that part of the coaft we firft made on the 17th of laft april. It 
extended by compafs from s. 43 £. to N. 93 w.; the neareft fhore bear- 
ing E. by N. about 2 leagues diftant. In this fituation our latitude was 
39° 25’, longitude 296° 32’, which places the coaft under this parallel, 
near a quarter of a degree more to the eaftward than I had confidered it 
on our former vifit. The land to the fouthward, which had then appeared 
to have been much broken, was now proved to be compaét, the deception 
having been occafioned by our diftance from it, and the irregularity of its 
furface, which rifes abruptly in low fandy cliffs from a conneéted beach 
which uniformly compofes the fea fhore. The interior country ap- 
peared to be nearly an uninterrupted foreft, but towards ‘the fea fide was 
a pleafing variety of open {paces. 

From the fouth promontory of cape Mendocino to the land we were 
abreaft of the preceding night, the coaft takes a dire&tion about s. 40 £. 
for about 12 or 13 leagues, and there forms fomething of a projection, 
whence it falls back about 2 leagues to the eaftward, and then ftretches 
about s.15 £., in which dire&tion we failed at the diftance of 4.0r 5 
miles from the fhore which ftill continued compact, with two or three 
{mall rocky iflets lying near it. As we proceeded, a diftant view was: 
obtained of the inland country, which was compofed. of very lofty rug- 
ged mountains extending in a ridge nearly parallel to the dire€tion of 
the coaft. Thefe were in general deftitute of wood, and the more 
elevated parts were covered with perpetual fnow. 

In the evening we again hauled off from the fhore to wait the returm 
of day, at which time a low projecting point, called by the Spaniards. 
Punta Barro de Arena, bore by compafs s. 57 &. about 2 leagues from us. 
The wind blew a pleafant gale from the n.w. with fine 'weather, which 
made me much regret the delays our furvey demanded, as thefe now 
prevented our embracing fo favorable an opportunity of making. the 
Beft of our way to thofe ports of refrefhments now not: far off, efpe- 
cially as fome fcorbutic fymptoms. had at length made their appear- 
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to caufe confinement. The fame attention had been unremittingly —\— 


paid to the prefervation of health as on all former occafions during 
the voyage, and I was unable to afcribe the appearance of this malady 
to any other caufe than the laborious exertions which the nature of 
the fervice had demanded, and the fearcity of refrefhments we had been 
enabled to procure in the courfe of the fummer. The very unpleafant 
{tate of the fhip during the late boifterous weather had undoubtedly ope- 
rated in producing this calamity, by the crew bemg almoft continually 
wet with the inceffant rains, and from our having fhipped a great quan- 
tity of water which had unavoidably kept the {hip damp in fpite of our 
utmoft endeavors. The falubrious qualities of the four krout, though 
ferved with the portable foup every day, and boiled not only in the peas 
for dinner but every morning m the wheat for breakfaft ever fince we 
had left Nootka, had not averted the evil. On the firft fymptoms of the 
difeafe, recourfe was immediately had to the effence of malt, with the in- 
‘ {piffated juice of orange and lemon, which from fome removed the dif- 
order, and checked its progrefs in others, though they ftill continued to 
labour under its influence. 

We purfued our line of direétion flowly along the coaft, owing to the 
light baffling winds that prevailed. At noon the obferved latitude was 
38° 48’, longitude 236° 42’; the fouthernmoft land in fight bore by 
compafs s. 67 £.; two {mall rocky iflets lying near the coaft N. 79 E.; 
the neareft fhore about 2 leagues diftant ; and the point de Arena being 
nearly the northernmoft land in fight N. 10 w. at the diftance of about 
3 leagues. According to our obfervations this point is fituated in lati- 
tude 38° 56, longitude 236° 44’; it forms a confpicuous mark on the 
coaft; the fhores to the north of it take a dire€tion N. 10 w.; its north- 
ern fide is compofed of black rugged rocks on which the fea breaks with 
great violence ; to the fouth of it the coaft trends s. 35 E.; its fouthern 
fide is compofed of low fandy or clayey cliffs, remarkably white, though 
interfperfed with ftreaks of a dull green colour; the country above it 
rifes with a gentle afcent, is chequered with copfes of foreft trees and clear 
ground, which gave it the appearance of being in a high flate of cultiva- 
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tion. The land further fouth is high, fteep to the fea, and prefented a 
rude and barren afpeét. Our foundings were 75 and 70 fathoms. The 
calm of the afternoon was fucceeded by a s.e. wind and its ufual atten- 
dant, a heavy rain, which prevented our acquiring any further know- 
ledge of the coaft until the 12th, when on the return of a favorable 
gale we flood for the land, which at noon extended by compafs from 
N. 15 W. to s. 77 £.; the neareft fhore bore nN. £. about 5 leagues dif. 
tant, latitude 38° 17’, longitude 236° 50’. As we approached the fhore, 
advancing to the fouthward, the country became nearly deftitute of 
wood and verdure, at leaft that part of it in the vicinity of the fea fhore, 
which was nearly {traight and compact. The more interior hills, rifing ° 
behind thofe forming the coaft, were tolerably well wooded. 

Being near the affigned fituation of the bay in which Sir Francis 
Drake anchored, and that of a port called by the Spaniards Bodega, 
our attention was direéted to the appearance of a port to the eaftward, 
for which we immediately fteered. By fun-fet we were clofe in with the 
fhore, which extended from n.w. by w. to S.S.£. 4 £., fo that we were 
confiderably embayed. We were now off the northern point of an in-. 
ner bay that feemed divided into two or three arms, the foundings had: 
been regular from 40 to 28 fathoms, the bottom a bed of coral rock, 
fand, and fhells. Being anxious nat to have any opening on the coaft 
unexamined, and as the evening was ferene and pleafant, I was induced. 
to anchor, though on a rocky bottom, off this point for the night, 
which bore by compa{s from us n. x. by £. 2 miles diftant, that my 
defign might early in the morning be carried into execution. Our fitu- 
ation here was by no means pleafant; during the night two deep fea lines. 
were cut through by the rocks, and at four in the morning the buoy was 
feen drifting paft fhip, and was proved to have been fevered in the fame 
way. left the cable fhould fhare the fame fate, no time was loft in: 
weighing the anchor; fortunately however the cable had not received 
any injury. A light breeze from the land permitted us to ftand acrofs 
the bay, which we foon difcovered to be port Bodega ; its north point 
according to our obfervations is fituated in latitude 38° 21’, longitude 
237° 21. This point is formed of low fteep cliffs, and when feen from 

the 


ROM NCD! ED AA WOR TD: 


the fouth has the appearance of an ifland, but is firmly conneéted with 
the main land. To the eaft the land retires and forms a finall inlet, appa- 
rently favorable to anchorage; it has a flat rock on which the water 
broke in its entrance, and has not any other vifible danger excepting 
that of being much expofed to the fouth and s.£. winds. Not being 
able to fail into the bay, we ftood towards its fouth point, which lies 
from the north point s. 30 £: at the diftance of 7 miles. Within thefe 
limits appeared three {mall openings in the coaft, one already noticed to 
the eaftward of the north point, the other two immediately. within the 
fouth point; acrofs thefe a conneéted chain of breakers feemed to ex- 
tend, with three high white rocks, which nearly blockaded the paflage. 
Although very folicitous of gaining more intelligence, this was all the in- 
formation I was able to procure of this. place, which required to be mi- 
nutely furveyed by our boats before the veffel fhould enter; the ftate of 
the weather was ill calculated for fuch fervice; it was very dark and gloomy, 
and the depreffion of the mercury in the barometer indicated an approach- 
ing {torm. Our foundings whenunder 35 fathoms were ona rocky bottom, 
and confidering that any further examination at this time was not impor- 
tant, I fteered along the coaft to the fouthward for point de los Reys, fo 
named by the Spaniards, which at noon bore by compals, s. 22 £. diftant 
about 2 leagues: the latitude by an indifferent obfervation, 38° 7’, 
My apprehenfions of bad weather were not ill founded; after a few 
hours calm we were again vifited bya s.s.£. gale, attended as before 
with heavy rain; this foon reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails, and 
brought with it a very heavy fea. Soon after midnight the wind fud- 
denly fhifted to the weftward, the fky became clear, and we again 
fteered for the land; about nine the next morning we paffed point de los 
Reys,. which I found to be fituated in latitude 98° 0’, longitude 237° 24’. 
This. is. one of the moft confpicuous promontories fouthward from. 
cape Flattery, and cannot eafily be miftaken; when feen from the north, 
er fouth, at the diftance of 5 or 6 leagues, it appears infular, owing to 
its projecting into the fea, and the land behind it being lefs high than 
ufual near the coaft; but the interior country preferved a more lofty 
appearance, although thefe mountains. extended. in a direction ee 
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from the coaft than thofe we had lately noticed. From the fouth point 
of port Bodega, which is formed by fteep rocky cliffs with fome de- 
tached rocks lying near it, the coaft makes a {hallow open bay, which 
is bounded by a low fandy beach; towards the s.z. part of which the 
elevated land of point de los Reys again commences, and ftretches like 
a peninfula to the fouthward ito the ocean, where its higheft part 
terminates in {teep cliffs, moderately elevated, and nearly perpendicular 
to the fea, which beats againft them with great violence. Southward 
of this point the fhore, compofed of low white cliffs, takes, for about 
a league, nearly an eaftern direction, and there forms the north point 
of a bay, extending a little diftance to the northward, which is intirely 
open, and much expofed to the fouth and s.r. winds. 

The eaftern fide of the bay 1s alfo compofed of white cliffs, though 
more elevated. According to the Spaniards, this is the bay in which 
Sir Francis Drake anchored; however fafe he might then have found 
it, yet at this feafon of the year it promifed us little fhelter or fecurity. 
The wind blowing frefh out of the bay from the n.Nn.w., I did not 
think it proper to lofe this opportunity of proceeding with all difpatch 
to St. Francifco; where there was little doubt of our obtaining a fup- 
ply of thofe refrefhments which were now much wanted by the whole 
crew. 

From point de los Reys are fituated fome rocks, called Farellones ; 
thofe we faw were tolerably high, and appeared to be in two diftin@ 
clufters of three or four rocks each, lying in a s.£. and n.w. direétion 
from each other. The higheft rock of the northernmoft group lies 
from the extremity of point de los Reys s. 13 w., diftant 14 miles ; 
the fouthernmoft s. 5 £., at the diftance of 17 miles. From un- 
queflionable authority I learned, that a third clufter of rocks, {carcely 
above the furface of the fea, lies 121 miles diftant from the above point 
s. 36 w. 

With a favorable gale and pleafant weather we failed, at the diftance 
of two or three miles, along the coaft; which, from point de los Reys to 
port St. Francifco, takes a direftion s. 62 £., diftant 8 leagues. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 37°59’, longitude 237°35'; in this fitua- 
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Sir Francis Drake n. 45 w.; a low fandy projeéting point, OEE which ‘cecacpeinaeld 


fome breakers extended nearly two miles to the z.s.z., being our near- 
eft fhore, N.34 w., about a league diftant; the fouthernmoft land in 
fight s.z.; and the fouth-eafternmoft of the Farellones s. 35 w.; to the 
eaftward of the low fandy projeéting point, the coaft fuddenly rifes in 
abrupt cliffs, with very unequal furfaces, prefenting a moft dreary and 
barren afpeét. A few f{cattered trees were growing on the more eleva- 
ted land, with fome patches of dwarf fhrubs in the vallies; the reft of 
the country prefented either a furface of naked rocks, or a covering of 
very little verdure. 

We had approached, by two in the afternoon, within a {mall diftance of 
the entrance mto port St. Francifco, and found a rapid tide fetting againft 
us; the depth of water regularly decreafed from 18 to 4 fathoms, which 
appearing to be the contimuation of a fhoal that ftretches from the 
northern fhore, then diftant from us not more than a league, I hauled to 
the s.w., in order to avoid it, but did not fucceed in reaching deeper 
water, as the bank we were upon extended a long way in that direétion, as 
was evident from the confufed breaking fea upon it, and the fmooth 
water on either fide of it. We therefore made for the port, and foon 
increafed the depth of water to 8 and 10 fathoms, until we arrived 
between the two outer points of entrance, which are about two miles 
and .a half apart, and bear from each other N. 10 w. and s.10£.; here 
we had 15 and 18 fathoms water, and foon afterwards we could gain 
no foundings with a hand-line. 

Although favored with a pleafant breeze which impelled us at the 
rate of 4 or 5 knots, it availed us no more than juft to preferve 
our ftation again{ft the ebb fetting out of the port.’ We did not ad- 
vance until four o'clock, and then but flowly, through the channel leading 
into this fpacious port ; lying ina direction N. 61 £. and s.61-w., and is 
near a league in length, with fome rocks and breakers lying at a little 
diftance from either fhore. Thofe on the fouthern fide were furtheft, de- 
tached, and moft confpicuous, efpecially one; about a mile within the 
s.W.. point of entrance, which feemed to admit of a paflage within it; 
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but we had no opportunity of afcertaining that fa&, nor is it of any 
importance to the navigation, as the main channel appeared to be free 
from any obftruction, and is of fufficient width for the largeft veffels 
to turn in. Its northern fhore, compofed of high fteep rocky cliffs, is the 
boldeft ; the fouthern fide is much lower, though its fouth-eaftern point 
is formed of fteep rocky cliffs, from the bafe of which a traét of fandy 
country commences, extending not only along the fouthern fhore 
of the channel, and fome diftance along the exterior coaft to the fouth- 
ward, but likewife to a confiderable height on the more-elevated land 
that borders thereon; and interfperfed with huge mafly rocks of dif- 
ferent fizes, which, with the Farellones, render this point too confpicu- 
ous to be miftaken.’ Having paffed the inner points of entrance, we 
found ourfelves in a very fpacious found, which had the appearance of 
containing a variety of as excellent harbours as the known world affords. 
The Spanifh eftablifhment being on the fouthern fide of the port, our 
courfe was direéted along that fhore, with regular foundings from g to 13 
fathoms. Several perfons were now feen on foot and on horfeback coming 
to the s.£. point above mentioned ; from whence two guns were fired, and 
anfwered by us, agreeably to the fignal eftablifhed between Sen" Quadra and 
myfelf. As the night foon clofed in, a fire was made on the beach, and 
other guns were fired; but as we did not underftand their meaning, and 
as the foundings continued regular, we fteered up the port, under an 


eafy fail, in 'conftant expeétation of feeing the lights of the town, off 


which I purpofed to anchor: but as thefe were not difcoverable at eight 
at night, and being then in a fnug cove, intirely land-locked, with 6 fa- 
thoms water anda clear bottom, we anchored to wait the return of day. 


END OF THE FIRST -VOLUME, 


; ie nite 
; Paw: 2s Tints a 
a pint a 
ies 7 he i Fis # ae 


yong 


et 


